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HEN it was pmpoaed to give a place to tliis epocli in tlie series of 
centennials, my first thought was tliat Lexington, Concord, Bunlter 
Hill, in so i-econt memory, and tlie already glowing work of prepai-ation for 
the country's hundi-edth birthday, would so dwarf and chill our celebration 
here as to make it merely a heartless municipal parade. But the occasion 
has grown upon me. I see and feel that it holds the foremost place iu the 
series. It has paramount claims, not on us or our State, but on our whole 
people. We might rightfully have made our arrangements, not for a local, 
but for a national festival. We commemorate the epoch but for which Lex- 
ington, Concord, Bunker Hill would have left in our history hardly a trace, 
probably not a single name, and the centennial of our independence would 
remain for a generation not yet upoii the stage to celebrate. 

Cambridge was the first capital of our infant republic, the cradle of our 
nascent liberty, the hearth of our kindling patriotism. Befoi'e the 3d of 
July, 1775, there were tumults, conflicts, bold plans, rash enterpnses; but 
there was no coordinating and controlling will, purpose, or authority. On 
and from that day the colonies were virtually one people. Before, they had 
nothing in common but their grievances. They were as yet British pro- 
vinces,— though wi-enching the cords that held tliem, still undefached, and 
with no mode of action upon or with one another. By adopting the army 
and choosing its head they performed their first act, not of alliance, but of 
organic unjty, and became a nation unawares, while they thought themselves 
still wronged and suppliant dependencies of the British crown. They thus 
decided tbe question between a worse than unsuccessful rebellion and 
revolution. 

That the rebell o as « I n 1 1 1 ave been aji utter failure, is oaly too 
p .r| Hid lind on its side eloquence, indeed 



certain. The A 
and wisdom, I t tl 
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mollify ministerial obstinacy, or to penetrate with a sense of right the crasa 
stupidity on the throne. Boston was held hy diseiplined, thoroughly armed 
aad well-fed troops, under officers of approved skill and prowess, strongly 
entrenched and fortified at accessible points, and sustained by a formidable 
naval force. Hai-dly one in fifty of the colonial army had had any ex- 
perience in war, and I doubt whether there was a single man among them, 
officer or private, who was a soldier by profession. They had come from 
the farm and the forge, with such arms and equipments as they could bi'ing ; 
they had no bureau of supply, no militaiy chest, no organized commissariat, 
and their stock of ammunitiou was so slender that it was ordered by the 
Provincial Congress that no salute should be fired on the reception of the 
commander-in-chief. They were from four different provinces, under as 
many genei-als, with sectional jealousies which the common cause could 
hardly keep at bay ; and harmonious counsels could be maintained or ex- 
pected only and scarcely at moments of imminent peril. At Bunker Hill 
they had shown both their strength and their weakness, their unsurpassed 
courage and their poverty of resource. Superior in the conflict, overwhelm- 
ing the enemy with the shame and disastei- of a signal defeat, they had been 
compelled to yield the ground on which they had won imperishable glory, 
and to see the heights they had so bravely defended occupied by a hostile 
battery. They held Boston heieagtiered by the pi-estige of that day, too 
feeble to press the siege, yet, as they had well proved, too strong to be dis- 
lodged and^cattered, but by the disintegrating elements in their own un- 
organized body. These elements were already at work, and the secession 
of even a single regiment would have been the signal for speedy dissolution 
and submission to the royal government. 

' , This precai'ious condition of affairs was beyond the remedial authority of 
the individual provinces. Massachusetts could choose a general for her own 
troops, but could not place the forces of New Hampshire, Connecticut and 
Ehode Island under bis control. Still less could any etHeient system of 
sustenance or arma'uient have been arranged by sepai'ate legislatures, A 
central authority aloue could carry forward the i-esistance so nobly begun. 
The Continental Congress would in vain have passed patriotic resolutions, 
protests against tyranny, votes of sympathy; in vain would they have 
aroused popular indignation aud multiplied centres of resistance through the 
land. The one decisive act iu the struggle, the seal of what had been 
achieved, the presage and pledge of all that should ensue in the coming 
years, was that the consummation of which we now celebrate. 

Cambrid>^ was for obvious geographical reasons the only place whei-e the 
provincial troops could have their head-quarters,— lying near enough to the 
enemv to watch and clieck his movements, yet protected from sudden or in- 
sidious attack by the iritcrveution of the then uuijridged arm of the sea 
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which spparates it from Boston. There was, at tho same time, an intritisie 
Illness that the opening seenes of the great drama should he enacted here, 
Where so many of the leaden in counsel and arms had learned to loathe on- 
pressionandtoholdthecanseofliberty sacred. 

From its earliest days our univereity had always been on the side of free- 
dom. Its first two presidents were for in advance of their times in their 
views of the right of the Individual man to unrestricted lihcrtj of thought, 
oimiion, speech and action. Increase Mather, when president, look the lead 
in the opposition to the tyrannical acts of Andros and Randolph, sailed for 
England as the uuolllolal agent of the aggrieved colonists, was appointed to 
an oflicial agency on the news of the revolution of 1088, hore an important 
part in the constrnction of the now provincial charter and In securing its ac- 
ceptance, and nominated to the royal court the governor, council and prin- 
cipal officers under it. His successors were of a like spirit, and there is on 
reconi no instance In which the college succumbed to usurpation, stooped to 
sycophancy, or maintained other than au erect position before the emissaries 
of the royal government. The culture of the student, was in great part 
classical, and in the last century the classics were the text-books of all lovers 
of freedom. A sceptical criticism had not then east doubt on any of the 
stories of ancient heroism, nor had a minute analysis laid bare the excesses 
and defects of the early repuhliea, whose statesmen and warriors were 
deemed the peerless models of patriotic virtue, and whose orators thrilled 
the hearts of their Kew-England readers, as they had the Athenljm *,«„, 
the senaKs m the mpitol, or the dense masses of Eoman citlieus in the 
forum. 

Almost all the Massachusetts clergy, perhaps the major part of those of 
New-England, had been educated here. The Tories among them were very 
few, and nearly the whole of their number were ardent patriots. The pulpit 
then sustained in affairs of public moment the part which is now borne by 
the daUy press; Its utterances during the eventful years of our llfe-strug"le 
had no uncertain sound; and the champions, deeds of prowess and war- 
lyrics of the Hebrew Scriptures gave the frequent key-note to sermon, prayer 
and sacred song. 

Among the pioneers and guiding spirits of the Revolution, who were 
graduates of the college, when I have named the Adamses, Otises, Cjnlncys 
Warrens, Pickering, Hancock, Trumbull, Ward, Cushlig, Bowdoln, Phillips' 
I have but given yon specimens of the type and temper of those who (or 
many years had gone from Cambridge to till the foremost places of trust 
and influence throughout and beyond our Ommouwealth. That they carried 
with them hence their liberal views of government and of the rights of man, 
we well know in tlie case of those of whose lives we have the record. Thus 
we Hud John Adams, ju.-t after graduating here, more than twenty years 
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before the declaration of independence, writing to a fi-icnd liis antici["iations 
for America, not only of her freedom from European sway, hut of her be- 
coming the chief seat of empire for the world. Tear after year, on the 
commencement platform in the old parish church, had successive ranks of 
earnest young men rehearsed to greedy ears the dream of libei-ty which they 
pledged faith and life to realize. 

In the successive stages of the conflict of the colon es with the mother 
country, the college uniformly committed t&elf uneq vocally on the pa- 
triotic side. When the restrictions on the colon al t ade called forth warm 
expressions of resentment, the senior cl< ss na mou ly resolved to take 
their degrees in what must then have been excped ngly de apparel, — home- 
spun and home-made cloth. When tea was pro c bed by public sentiment, 
and some few students persisted in bring ng t nto commons, the faculty 
forbade its use, alleging that it waa a source of gnef -ind u leasiness to many 
of the students, and that banishing it was essential to harmony and peace 
within the college walls. After the day of Lexington and Concord all four 
of the then existing college buildings were given up for barracks, and the 
president's house for officers' quarters. When the commander-in-chief was 
expected, this house was designated for his use, with the reservation of a 
single room for President Langdon's own occupancy. Though the few re- 
maining students were removed to Concord, the president, an ardent patriot, 
seems to have still resided here, or at least to have spent a large portion of 
his time near the troops ; for we find frequent traces of his presence among 
them, and on the eve of the battle of Bunker Hill he officiated as their chap- 
lain. In connection with the prevailing spirit of the university, it is worthy 
of emphatic statement that the commander-in-chief was the first person who 
here received the honorary degree of doctor of laws. 

To Harvard graduates the country was indebted for the choice of the illus- 
trious chieftain. The earliest mention that we can find of Washington's 
name in this connection j is in a letter of James Warren to John Adams, 
bearing date the 7th of May. Adams seems at once to have regarded him 
as the only man fitted for this momentous service. Though the formal 
nomination was made hy Mr. Johnson of Maryland, Mr. Adams on a previous 
day first designated Washington as " a gentleman whose skill and experience 
as an officer, whose independent fortune, great talents, and excellent uni- 
versal character would ccramatid the approbation of all America, and unite 
the cordial esertions of all the colonies better than any other person in the 
Union." There were, howeWr, objections on sectional grounds and per- 
sonal ambitions that required the moat delicate treatment, and it was mainly 
in consequence of Mr. Adams's strong will, untiring effort and skilful hand- 
ling of opposing wishes and claims that the final ballot was unanimous. On 
tho 5th of June tlio okction was made. It was formally announced to 
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Washington by II^nLtitk tlin pic^iJeat of Consr^ss, and was accepted on 
the spot 

The commander, impresaed luth the imminence of the crhis, denied him- 
self the sad punkge of a farewell m peiaon to his own household, took 
]ea\e of Im wife m » letter equally l.iave tnd tender, and on the 2Ist com- 
meiit«d hK northwai-d jomney Twenty mile^ fiom Philadelphia he met a 
courier with tidings of the battle of Buoker Hill Eagerly inquiring as to 
the det-tils of the tiansaction, and learning the piomptness, skill and cour- 
age that had made the day forever memoiable, he exclaimed, " The liberties 
f th t a f A deputation from the Provincial Congress met 

I m t Sp fi Id 1 1 teer cavalcades gave him honorable attendance 
f mtow t tow til n the 2d ofJuJy, he arrived at Watertown, received 
^ ■' ' " ^ '^'' t J tory address of the Congress there assembled, 

a Iwisfh n telby company of horse and a goodly body of mounted 

1 to th p d t h se, now known as Wadsworth House. The 
apdj nyahrsbkfoni Philadelphia to Cambridge, and that in 
I* ' " ' a^ — terprise beyond the easy conception of onr 

t m m 1 1 1 d tl e brief repose of tliat midsummer night essential 

to the prestige of the morrow, when on the first impressions of the hour may 
have been poised the destiny of the nation. 

There were reasons why Washington not only might have been, but 
would inevitably have been lil received, had lie not been made to win men's 
confidence and love. Several of the officers already on the ground had 
shown their capacity for great things, and had their respective circles of 
admirers, who were reluctant to see them superseded by a stranger ; and had 
not the officers themselves manifested a magnanimity equal to their courage, 
the camp would have been aJi'eady distracted by hostile factions. Then, 
too, the Virginian and New-England character, manners, style of speech^ 
modes of living, tastes, aptitudes, had much less in common at that time of 
wfrequent intercourse than half a century later, when, as we well know, 
apart from political divergence, mere social differences were sufficient to' 
create no little mntaal repugnancy. Washington was also well known to 
be an Episcopalian, and Episcopacy, from the first offensive on Puritan soil, 
was never more abhoiTed than now, when iu Northern professors, with 
hardly an exceptJon, were openly hostile to the cause of the people,— when 
in Cambridge almost every conspicuous dwelling from Fresh Pond to the 
Inman House in Cambridgeport had been theresidence of a refugee royalist 
member of the English Church. 

The morning of the tiiird of July witnessed on the Cambridge Common, 
and at every point of view in and upon the few surrounding houses, such a 
multitude of men, women and children as had never been gathered here be- 
fore, and perhaps has never since assembled till this very day. Never was 
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tho advent or presence of mortal man a moi'e complete and transcendent 
triumph. Majestic grace and sweet benignity were Mended in countenance 
and mien. He looked at once the hero, patriot, sage. With equal dignity 
and modesty he received the thunders of acclamation, in which every voice 
bore part. His first victory, the prestige of which forsook him not for a 
' moment during the weary yeara that followed, was alrea<3y gained when 
under yon ancient elm he drew his sword as commaDder-in-chief, He had 
conquered thowaands of hearts, that remained true to him to their last throb. 
The wife of John Adams writes of Iiis appewance at that moment, " Those 
lines of Dryden instantly occurred to me, — 

' Mark his majestic fabric ! He 's a temple 
Sacred by bitth, and huilt bj hands divme ; 
His Boul 's the deity that lodges there ; 
Nor is the pile unworthy of the God.' " 

Never indeed can the temple have been more worthy of the tenant. He 
was forty-three years of age, in the prime of manly vigor and beauty, tall 
and commanding, symmetrical and graceful, unsurpassed as an accomplished 
equestrian, with the bearing and manners of a high-bred gentleman. His 
countenance— in later years, and in many of the portraits and engravings of 
him, fearfully distorted by one of the first rude essays of American mann- 
fecturing dentistry — still bore the perfect outlines which nature gave it, and 
betokened the solemn grandeur of soul, loftiness, gentleness, simplicity, hene- 
voleuoe, which dwelt within. Peale's portrait of him, taken a year or two 
earlier, and engraved for the second volume of Irving's " Life of Washing- 
ton," ftilly justifies the enthusiastic admiration which welcomed his appear- 
ance here, and in subsequent years made his mere presence an irresistible 
power. 

With characteristic promptness he lingered not to satisfy the eyes that 
feasted on him, but immediately made his inspection of the encampments 
scattered in a semicircle from Winter Hill to Dorchester Neck, and recon- 
noitred the British troops from all available points of observation. On tie 
British side he saw every token of military science, skilful engineering and 
strict discipline ; within the American lines, an aggregation i-ather than an 
army,— bodies of raw, untrained militia, a sad deficiency of arms, accoutre- 
ments and even necessary clothing, rudely constructed works, extensive, too, 
beyond the capacity of the troops to maintain and defend tbem. Only among 
the Rhode-Island regiments, under General Greene, did he discover aught of 
military order, system, discipline and subordination. The greater part of the 
forces consisted of Massachusetts men, and these were the most destitute. The 
commander's large-hearted sympathy did ample justice to their need and to 
their patriotism. " This unhappy and devoted province," he writes to tlie 
president of Congress, " has been so long in a state of anarchy, and the yoke has 
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been Jaid so heavily on it, tliat great allowances are to be made for troops raised 
nnder ,neL eircnmstanoos. Tlie deficiency of numbers, discipline and stores 
can only lead to this conclusion, that their spirit baa exceeded their strength." 
How long Washington remained in the president's house cannot be as- 
certained,— probably but a few days. The house, considerably smaller than 
;t now is, was insuffleient for the accommodation of his military family, and 
arrangement, wore early made for his removal to the Vassall house, now 
Mr. Longfellow's, which had been deserted by its Tory owner, and occupied 
by the Marblehead troops. Here he resided tiU the following April. 

I have described the acclamations of joy, trust and hope that liailed our 
chieft«n's arrival, -nrith the shouts of the multitude ascended to heaven 
the last breath of a Cambridge patriot. Colonel Gardner— a member of 
the Provmciid Congress, a man universally lionored and beloved, a pillar in 
Church and State, one of the bravest ofSeen at Bunker Hill— received his 
fatal wound at the head of his regiment, rallied strength to urge them to 
vahant and vigorous resistance, lingered death-bound till the morning that 
gave the troops their leader and the country its tatber, and left the charge 
of a gallant officer's obsequies for the commander's first official duty. We 
have the general order bearing date July 4, for the rendering of the usual 
military honors at the funeral of one, who— so the loeument roads—" fought, 
bled and died in the cause of his country an! ma 1, d -worfs tlien first 
used, and which have become too trite for ei»t t on s n ply because they 
are in themselves, beyond comparison, comt rehe s ve a; propriate, majestic, 
worthy of the great heart that sought espre on n them 

Washington's life hero has loft few reconl eieei t the e which belong to 
the history of the war and of th. eomitrj-. He lived generously, though 
frugally,— receiving often at dinner his generals, the foremost personages in 
eivil office and inilucnee, delegates from the Continental Congress, and dis- 
tingmshed visitors to the camp. His own habit, were almost abstemious ; 
and when, acconiing to the invariable custom of the time, a long session at 
table seemed inevitable, he left his guc.ts in charge of some one of hi. staff 
more disposed than himself to convivial indulgence. During the latter 
portion of bis sojourn here his wife relieved him in part from the care, of 
the hoipitality which she was admirably fitted to adorm He generally at- 
tended worship at the chut<il, of the First Parish. I well remember the site 
of the square pew, under the shadow of the massive pulpit, which he was 
said to have statedly occupied; and the mention of it recall, te my reeollec- 
tion a couplet of a hymn written by Eev. Dr. Holme, and .un<. in the 
old church on the Fourth of July, fifty year, ago, in which he describes that 
house of worship as the place 

" Where, in our country's darkest day. 
Her war-clad hero came to pray." 
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Once, petk.p! oftoiier, .en-icB w.. porformrf in Chr»t Chnroh, whoso 
rector and most of his leading parishioners had hecnme exiles on pohtieal 
grounds. 

It is impossible to orerrfmale the importance of these nine months in 
Cambridge. Washington himself was impatient of the delay. But for the 
prudent eonneels of the generals who knew their men better than he could 
know them thus early, he would have made a direct assault on the British 
troops, and attempted U> force their surrender or retreat ; and it was here 
that he learned to wait, to curb his native impetnousncss of temper, and to 
make discretion the trusty satellite of valor. 

Meanwhile, the army was constantly increasing in numbers, and was 
largely recruited from the Middle and Southern Stata, while in Hew Eng- 
land, as the term of service for which enlistments had been made expired, 
the soldiers either reiSnlisted, or were replaced or more than replaced by 
men of equal .eal and courage. There were sufficiently frequent alarms 
and skirmishes to keep alive the practice of armsi while the long hne of 
outposts, more or less exposed to sudden assault, demanded incessant vigi- 
lance, and formed a training school in strict discipline, prompt obedience, 
and those essential haHts of camp-life which the citisen-aoldier, however 
brave in battle, finds most uncongenial, harassing and burdensome. 

The power of a single organising mind was never more full, manifested 
than in the creation of a regular and disciphned army from the raw re- 
eruits, the materials heterogeneous to the last degree, to all appearance 
■ hopelessly incongruous, which now came nnder the commander's shapmg 
hand. Confusion crystallized into order j discord resolved itself uito har- 
mony i jarrmg counsels were reconciled , rivalries vanished, as every man 
found his abilities recognised, his litting place and due honor accorfed to 
him, and his services utilized to their utmost capacity. 

Kever in the history of military achievements was there a more signal 
triumph tlian in the termination of tlio siege of Boston. On the moimng 
of the 5lh of March, when General Howe saw the four strong redoubts 
which had risen on Dorchester Height, while be slept, he exclaimed, "The 
rebel, have done more work in one night than my whole army could have 
done in one month." In the evening the British were ssoure withm their 
lines, and counted on the speedy dispersion of the besieging army ; m the 
morning they saw surrender or flight as their only alternative. The siege 
was made complete and impregnable. ' But for the ships at anchor m the 
harbor the entire British amy would have been prisoners of war. 

Thus closed the first act of tiie great drama,— here, where we stand, ini- 
datod, matured, directed, borne on to its glorious and ever memorable issue. 
Ours then is more than a battle grouiid,-a soil hallowed by tiiose wise, 
stern' self-denying ooimsels, without which feats of arms were mere child's 
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play, made saored by the presence of such a constellation of patriots as can 
hardly ever, elsewhere upou earth, have deliberated on the destiny of a 
nation in its birth-throes, — Putnam, Greene, Stark, Prescott, Ward, 
Eead, and their illustrious associates, men who staked their all in the 
contest, and deemed death for their country but a nobler and more enduring 
life. 

Enough of history. Let us now gather up, aa we may, some few traits of 
the character of him on whom our centra! regard ia fixed in these com- 
memorative rites. 

The Washington of the popular imagination, nay, of our gravest his- 
tories, is a mythical personage, such as never lived or could have lived 
among men. The figure ia too much like that of the perfect goddess born 
from the brain of Jupiter. Washington undoubtedly grew as other men 
grow, was not exempt from human passions and infirmities, was shaped and 
trained by the Providence whose chosen instrument he was. It was his 
glory that he yielded to the plastic hand, obeyed the heavenly vision, fol- 
lowed without halting the guiding spirit. The evident coldness of the Vir- 
ginia delegates in Congress with regard to his appointment shows that up 
to that time, notwithstanding his early military experience, they had seen 
little in him to distinguish him from other respectable gentlemen of faultless 
lineage, fair estate and unblemished reputation. But from the moment 
when he accepted the command of the army he gave himself entirely and 
irrevocably to his country. Such singleness of purpose as his is the essence 
of genius, whose self-creating law ia, " This one thing I do." From that 
moment no collateral interest turned him aside ; no shadow of self crossed 
his path ; no lower ambition came between him and his country's cause ; he 
had no hope, no fear, but for the sacred trust devolved upon him. His dis- 
interestedness gave him his clear and keen vision, his unswerving impartiali- 
ty, his uncompromising rectitude, his power over other minds. The self- 
seeking man sees double ; and we learn from the highest authority that it is 
only when the eye is single that " the whole l)ody is full of light" The 
secret of influence, also, lies here. The man who can be supposed to have 
personal ends in view, even though in his own mind they are but secondary, 
is always liable to be judged by them, and the good that is in him gains not 
half the confidence it deserves. But self-abnegation, when clearly recog- 
nized, wins not only respect, but assent and deference ; its opinions have the 
validity of absolute truth ; its will, the force of impersonal law. The pro- 
fessed philanthropists and reformers who have swarmed in the social history 
of the last half-century furnish a, manifold illustration of this prmtiple The 
few of them who have carried large numbers along witl^ them and have 
moved^the world have not been the, greatest and most gifted amons; them, 
but those who have cared not, if the .wheel would only tuin uliLther it 
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raised them to fiime or crushed them to powder. So men believed and 
trusted in Washington, not merely because he was a wise and prudent man, 
hut because they knew him to he as utterly incapable of selfish aims and 
motives as the Ijiberty whose cause he served. 

I have spoken of a sort of mythical, superhuman grandeur, in which 
Washington has been enshrined in much of our popular speech and litera- 
ture. I think that, on the other hand, there has been in some quarters a 
disposition to uuderrate him. For this there is ample reason, yet no ground. 
He seems the less, because he was so great, A perfect sphere looks smaller 
than one of the same dimensions with a diversified surface. We measure 
eminences by depressions, the height of mountains by the chasms that yawn 
beneath them. Littlenesses of character give prominence to what thei'e is 
itt it of greatness. The one virtue looms up with a fescinating grandeur 
from a life full of faults. The patriot who will not pay his debts or govern 
his passions often attracts more homage than if he led a sober and honest 
life. The single traits of erratic genius not infrequently gain in splendor 
from their relief agamst a background of weaknesses and follies. 

We might enumerate in Washington various traits of mind and character, 
either of which in equal measure would suffice for the fame of a man who 
had little else that challenged approval. But what distinguishes Washing- 
ton preeminently is that it is impossible to point out faults or deficiencies 
that marred his work, detracted from his reputation, dishonored his life. 
The most observed and best known man in the country for the eight years 
of the war and for the other eight of his presidency, even jealousy and 
partisan rancor could find no pretence for the impeachment of his discretion 
or his virtue. His biographei-s have seemed to revel in the narrative of 
some two or three occasions on which he was intensely angry, as if, like the 
vulnerable heel of Achilles, they were needed to show that their hero was 
still human. 

But let it not he forgotten that this roundness of moral projiortions, this 
utter lack of picturesque diversity in his charactei-, must have been the out- 
come of strenuous self-discipline. His almost unruffled calmness and serenity 
were the result, not of apathy, hnt of self-cou quest. It was the fierce war- 
fare and decisive victory within that made him the cynosure for all eyes, 
and won for him the homage of all hearts that loved their country. We 
know but little of the details of his private life for the first forty years or 
more ; hut even the reverence of posterity has not succeeded in wholly 
veiling from view the undoubted fact that he was by nature vehement, im- 
pulsive, headstrong, impatient, passionate,— a man in wjiose blood the fiery 
coursers might easily have run riot, and strewed their way with havoc. 
By far the greater honor is due to him who so held them under bit, rein and 
curb that masterly self-control under intensest provocation became his fore- 
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most cliaracteristic,— that disappointment, delay, defeat, even treachery, so 
seldom disturbed his equanimity, spread a cloud over his brow, or drew from 
him a resentful or bitter word. 

We admire, also, in him the otcu poise with which ho bore his high com- 
mand m war and in the oounsele of the nation. In mien, manner, speech, 
ratercoui-se, he was never beneath, and never above his place. Dignity 
without haughtiness, firmness without obstinacy, condescension without 
»l»»pi»g. gentleness witliout suppleness, afBibility without imdue familiarity, 
were blended in bim as in hardly any other historical personage. No one 
who could claim his eat was repelled i yet to no one did he let hlaiselt doiWi. 
He «jngl,t and received advice, gave it. full weight and worth to honest dis- 
sent, yet never for a moment resigned Hie leader's staff The more 
tlioroughly we study the history of the war, the more manifest is it that on 
this one man more than on all beside depended its succeisfol end. Congress 
lacked equally power and promptness; the State legislatures were dilatory 
and often niggardly in provision for tbeir troops i exposure and privation 
brought portions of the army to the very brink of revolt and secession j 
cabals were raised in behalf of generals of more brilliant parts and more 
boastful pretensions; success repeatedly hovered over his banner only to 
betray him m the issue ; yet in every emergency he was none the less' the 
tower of strength, or rather the guiding pillar of the nation by day and night, 
in cloud and fire. Heart and hope never once forsook bim, and his elastic 
courage sustained failing hearts and rekindled fiickering hope. 

His judgment of men, his keen insight into character, has also its promi- 
nent place among the sources of his power. In Arnold, indeed, and to 
some degree in Gates, he was deceived; but of the many in whom he re- 
posed confidence it is hard to add to the list of those who betrayed hie trust. 
He recognised instantly the signal merit of Greene, and employed him 
constantly in the most arduous and responsible service. Putnam, and the 
other brave and devoted, but untrained generals whom be found here on his 
arrival, lost nothing in bis regard by tbeir rusticitv of garb and mien 
Pickering, than whom the annals of our State bear the name of no more 
ardent patriot or more honorable man, was successively his secretary, com- 
missary general and quartermaster, and held in his pi-esidency, at one time 
or another, the chief place in almost every department of the public service. 
In Hamilton's very boyhood he discovered the man, who eclipsed his own 
military feme by repairing the nation's shattered credit and establisbhig her 
financial safety and efiiciency. He understood every man's capacity, and 
knew bow to utilijo it to the utmost Rarest gift of all,— he knewwhat he 
could not do, and what others could do better than himself; and bo in no re- 
spect appears greater than in committing to the most secure and efiicient 
agency the several portions of his miliiory and civil respoimibilily, in acocpl- 
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ing wiiatever service might redouml to tlte public good, and in tlie unstinted 
recogiiitioii of such service. 

Time fails me, and so it would were my minutes hotirs, to complete the 
picture. Nor is there need ; for lives there an Americau who owns not his 
primiwiy, in war, in peace, in commanci, in service, in uncorrupt iDtegrity, in 
generous self-devotion, in loyalty to freedom, his country and his God ? 
Among the dead, the heroes and statesmen of alt times and lands, his 
mighty shade rises pree mineiit,— Siis name the watcliwoi-d of liberty, right and 
law, revered wherever freedom is sought or cherished, the tyrant's rebuke, 
ths demacogue's shame, the patriot's synonyme for untarnished fame and 
mifa^ing glory. 

This season of commemoration has its voices, not only of gratitude and 
gladness, but equally of admonition, it m.iy be, of reproach. Our nation 
owes its eiisteace, its constitution, its early union, subility, progress and 
prosperity, uuder the Divine Providence, to tlie great, wise and good men 
who built our ship of state, and stood at its helm in the straits and among 
the shoals and quicksands through which it sailed into the open sea. Where 
are now our Wushingtoos, Adamses, Hamiltons, Jays, Pickerings,— the men 
whom a sovereign's ransom could not bribe, or a people's aduhition beguile, 
or the lure of ambition daazle and pervert? Nature cannot have grown 
niggardly of her noble births, God of his best gifts. But where are they? 
Unset jewels, for the most part, and incapable of finding a setting under our 
present political regime. Of what avail is it that we heap honors on the 
illustrious fathers of our republic, if wj are at no pains to seek for their 
succession, heirs of their talents and their virtues ? Yet, were Washington 
now living, — the very man of whose praise we are uever weary, — does any 
one suppose it possible for him to be chosen to the chief magistracy? 
Would he ansiver the questions, make the compromises, give the pledges, 
without which no national convention would nominate him? Could he 
creep through the tortuous mole-paths, through which men now crawl into 
place and grovel into power ? Would he mortgage, expressly or tacitly, the 
vast patronage of Government for the price of bis election ? 

We sometimes hear the cry, •' Not men, but measures." But if there be 
any one lesson taught us by our early history, it is tiut men, not measures, 
created, saved, exalted our nation. Corrupt men vitiate, mean men debase, 
dishonest men pervert, incompetent men neutralize the best measures, if 
such measures be even possible, except as origmated, directed, actualized by 
the best men. Our rowers have now brought us into waters where there 
are no soundings. It is impossible to know, in the absence of a definite 
standard of value, whether our national wealth is inci'easing or declining, — 
whether we are on the ninth wave of towering prosperity, or on the verge of 
general bankruptcy. It is an ominous fact that an iraniense proportion of 
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iiiJividual wealth is piilihc dclit. Ne^er was there su much need as now of 
the profoiindest wisilom and an integrity beyond bribe, to cryfctalhze oar 
chaos, to disentangle (he complexities of our situation, to disenthrall our in- 
dustries from legislation which protects by cramping and crippling, to 
retrench the spoils of office, enormous when not exceeding legal limits, 
unmeasured beyond them, and through the entire hierarchy of place and 
trust to establish honesty and competency, not partizan zeal and efficiency, 
as the essential qualifications. 

There is a sad and didheartening element in the pomp and splendor, the 
lofly panegyric and fervent eulogy of these centennial celebrations. It was 
once said in keen reproach by him who spake as never m<in spake, " Ye 
build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchresof the righteous." 
It is, in general, not the age which makes history that writes it, — not the age 
which builds monuments that merits them. It is in looking back to a past 
better than the present that men say, " There were giants in those days." 
Kevereiice and gratitude for a worthy ancestry characterize, indeed, not 
unworthy descendants ; praise and adulation of ancestors beyond reason or 
measure denote a degenerate posterity. Our fathers have done little for us, 
if their equals do not now fill their places. Unless their lineage be unde- 
based, their heritage is of little value. 

Fellow -citizens, let us prdse our fathers by becoming more worthy of 
them. Let this season of commemoration be a revival -season of public and 
civic virtue. Let the blessed memories which we rejoice to keep ever green 
be enwreathed afresh with high resolve and earnest endeavor to transmit ' 
the liberty so dearly purchased to centuries yet to come. When another 
centennial rolls round, let there be names identified with this, our country's 
second birth-time, that shall find fit place in the chaplet of honor which our 
children will weave. Some such names will be there, — Lincoln, Andrew, 
the heroes of our civil conflict, the men whose prudent counsels and diplo- 
matic skill in that crisis warded off worse perils than those of armed 
rebellion. Let these be reenforced by yet other names that shall l>e writ- 
ten indelibly on the pillars of our reconstructed Union. Fellow-citizens, 
heirs of renowned fathers, look to it that in your hands their trust be ful- 
filled, — that the travail of their sou! have the only recompense they sought. 
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PRE r ACE. 



Toe following diary, kept by Lieutenant Pnul Liiiit, of Newbury- 
port, (Uuing a part of the Eevolutioiiary AVai-, came into my possession 
for a short time, through the kindness of the Hon. George Lunt, of 
this city. Extracts from it were read at the meeting of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, for February, 1872, and it is published in full 
in their Proceedings of that date. A small edition is now printed from 
the forms used at that time. The spelling and punctuation have been 
made to conform to modem usage ; and a change in the arraogenient 
of some of the dates has abo been made for the sake of uniformity. 
With these exceptions the diary is printed as it was written. For tlie 
following sketch of the writer I am indebted to Mr. Lunt. 

Paul Lunt was a descendant of Henry Lunt, one of the original 
aettlei'8 of the town of Newbury, in the year 1635. His descendants 
still occupy the farm in Newbury (Oldtown) on which he resided. He 
was a first lieutenant of the company commanded by his kinsman, 
Ezra Lunt, at Bunker Hill. Of this company, oue of the historians 
of Newburyport, Mrs. E. Vale Smith, says: "The Rev. Jonathan 
Pwsons having made ■^n appeil at ihe close of one of his sermons, in 
which he called oi his heaieia to foim volunteer companies, mid in- 
vited those to w»lk out into the hro'il aisle who would do so, Mr. Ezra 
Lunt was the fiiat to do ^o ind a volunteer company was immediately 
formed with Lz a Lunt as captain His was the iirat volunteer com- 
pany formed lor the puipose of joining the continental army." 

The same histjnin vMitiUj, of the final retreat of our troops from 
the ledoubt on Bunkei Hill "■^^s 'Captain Ezra Lunt's company 
was ordered up to covei tie relieit of these exhausted troops, whose 
amm nit i was now til e-vjenJel His company did good service, 
inlwthnilof Ih sf 1 g lis devoted rearguard, etfectually kept 
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the enemy at bay till the retreat was accomplished ; but many of Diem 
were killed or wounded." 

Paul Lunt, however, escaped injury, and afterward, as an offlcer, 
joined Arnold's famous .espedilion for the siege of Quebec, which 
sailed from Kewbiiryport in September, 1775, for the Kennebec, Of 
his subsequent history nothing is known by the writer of this intro- 
duclion, except that he returned to Newbury and I'esumed his occu- 
pation as a farmer at the old place, where he died in 1824. 

S. A. G. 
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PAUL LUNT'S BOOK. 



L JOURNAL OP TRAVELS FROH NEWBUEYPORT TO CAMBRIDGE A 
IN THE CAJIP. 



_ Wednesday, May 10, 1776. — Marched from Newbiirypoi-t with 
aixg' men at eleven o'clock, Captain Ezra Lunt commander; matched 
to Rowley, took some i-efreshments ; marched to Ipswich, Treadwell's, 
supped and lodged. 

Thursday, 11th. — Fast day. Marched to Putnam's to b akfast 
heard Mr. Hitchcock preach forenoon from Psalm Ivi. 3 m 1 ed to 
Newell's, supped on salmon and lodged. 

Friday, 13th.— Arrived at Cambridge [at] eleven o lock q a 
tered m John Bolin's house ; took refreshment, supped, and 1 d d at 
Steadman's. 

_ Monday, 15th. — Marehed to parade, returned, supped and lod ed 
m quarters. At twelve o'clock at night alarmed by a rep t th t tl e 
British troops were landing; paraded the first in the c m^ 1 oon 
found the report to be false ; returned to quarters. 

l\iesday, 16th. — Captain Lunt and twenty-four men went on guard. 

Wednesday, 17th. — Paraded at two o'clock; marched near Lech- 
mere's Point, whei-e some of our guard fired at a barge, killed two of 
them [and] wounded one. They returned the fire, but did no damage. 
At nme o'clock at night a fire broke out in Boston on Treat's Wharf 
in the soldiers' barracks, by delivering out some cartridges ; blowed up 
one soldier and burnt a number of warehouses. 

Thursday, 18th. — Rode to Rosbury in company with Eev. Mr. 
Parsons and Captain Lunt. 

Friday, 19th. — Went on guard at Mrs. Inman's with twenty-four 
men; moved from Bolan's to Mr. Wiggles worth's. Relieved from 
gaard, Saturday, 20th, [at] nine o'clock. 

Sunday, 21st. — Went to meeting. 

Monday, 22d. — Wind at N.E., stormy. Nine men went on guard. 

Tuesday, 23d. — Marched to parade, then returned to quarters. 

Wednesday, 24th. ~ Went [to] Cliai-lestown. Captain Lunt re- 
turned. 
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Thursday, 25th. — Paraded the men ; then returned to quarters, 

Friday, 26th. — Captain Lunt went upon guai-d with eighteen men, 

Saturday, 27th. — A iinmber of men (about six hundred) marched 
to Chelsea with two cannon, in oi-der to burn some hay and drive off a 
number of cattle and sheep from Hog and Noddle's Island. There came 
an armed schooner against theta from Boston, aod ran aground be- 
tween the islands and began a battle. Our men burnt the vessel with- 
out the loss of a man, and she kept a continual fii-e all the time till 
she was set on fire. She carried twelve cannon and four swivels. 

Sunday, 28lh. — Six hundred men marched to Chelsea to relieve 
those that were there. 

Monday, 29th. — Went on gnai'd at Sladam luman's with sixteen 
of our men. 

Tuesday, 30th. — Returned from guard. Mr. Iluse came here at 
nine o'clock in the evening. 

Wednesday, 31st. — Captain Lunt went to Milton. 

Thursday, June 1st. — I set out for Newburyport at ten o'clock; 
got in at ten at night. 

Tuesday, 6th. — Set out for Cambridge at eight o'clock, and arrived 
at eight at night- 
Wednesday, 7th. — Nothing remarkable. 

Thursday, 8th. — Drummed a bad woman out of camp. 

Fnday and Saturday, 9th and 10th. — Nothing remarkable, 

Simday, nth. — Went upon guard at Mrs. Inmau's with forty men. 

Monday, 1 2th. — Returned from guard at nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, 13th. — Captain Abner Gi-eenleaf and Captain Kogere 
came to the camps, Mr. Martin dined with us upon baked veal and 
green peas. 

Wednesday, 14th. — Some ships and transports arrived at Boston 
witli two hundred horse aud three thousand troops. 

Thursday, 15th. — Mr. Huse eame fo Cambridge. 

Friday, 16th, — Onr men went to Charlestown and intrenched on a 
hill beyond Bunker's HilL Tliey fired from the ships and Copp's Hill 
all the time. 

Saturday, 17th. — The Regulars landed a number of Iroops, and we 
engaged them. They drove us off the hiil, and burnt Charlestown. Dr. 
Warren was lost in the battle : the siege lasted about tliree hours. 
They killed about 50 of our men, wounded about 80 : we killed of the 
kin^s troops 896, — 92 officers, 104 sergeants. 
- Sunday, 18th. — We intrenched on Pi'ospect Hill; alarmed that the 
Regulars were advancing towards our intrenchment, but found it to 
be false ; returned to quarters. 

Monday, 19th. — We killed some of their guard. 

Tuesday, 20th. — Went upon picket guard. 

Wednesday, 21st. — Passed muster. 

Thursday, 22d. — The soldiers received their first month's pay. 

Friday, 23d. — Moved from Wiggles worth's house to Prospect Hill. 

Saturday, 24th. ^— Nothing remarkable. 



lyGoogle 



( 



^^C^'''•■■^I■}'^~^?^^ "" ""• "'■• Clai.eland prench from 
Joshua XXII. 2a, part 23d verse. 
Moiidaj, 26th — Eemoved our tents off the hill. 

rj,esday 27th Went upon fatigne with thirty-eiahl men. 

.■„i?l'^°f ",f • ?'*■ ~ ^■'l'^ "■" """"B gun at dijlighl. Five of the 
snnset it began to ram aflei- a very dry time, wind N.E. 
ihnrsday, 29th. — Nothing remarkable. 
Pndaj, 30th _ General orders for none to leave the eamp. 
a .w'mm£ ' '"■~™° '^" ^l"'i> '"«> "' "<«"= «' our iieople in 
Sunday, 2d. _ The Gageites tired upon our troops at Eoibury, hove 
a number of eareassos and bombs, but did no damage, only burnt one 
house; m [the] afternoon showers till at night. General W.ashin.ton 
name into the eamp. ° 

Monday 8d. - Torned out early in the morning, got in readiness to 
higSm" ' " ^"■"'- "" "''" ^"" ""'^ GenS Wash- 
Tuesday, 4th. _ Pleasant in the morning i afternoon, heart that the 
Kegnlars were oommg out at night; set off- a party to intreaeh on 
LeAmere-s Pointy whieh they did and returned before morning 

alarmed ; lodged on our arms all night. 

Thursday, 6th Pleasant, nothing remarkable, all well 

fds^°a£".ljh!"'""' '""' '° "" ""'■S. ■...rd prayers, and a 

Saturciay, 8th. — Alarmed early in the morning by onr neoole's 
SZot'^lut.^'""-'— " «- ""■» 'S~ [louse-sj^and 

Sunday, 9th. — All still, attended pnbhc worship The Bey Mr 
raeaveland piy.ehed all day. At reteeat beat, a man was whipped 

fionday, lOtb.- Burnt two or three houses at Eoxbnrj that the 
Eegulan kept for gnanl-houses. Very bet all day, and dry 
■ vo^ w'^'f ""■■-■'l»«"«"i »» "e d'O at Eoibury this morning i 

7, '"""«>» i afternoon, a line shower, very sharp liehlnim 

and heavy thunder. The same day onr people 'took Lm ifeiJg^Sf 
m JJoston Bay fifteen pnsoners, and one of them waa Primus Hovt a 
E°of ™,S°°«f " f T' ?T- "' »«''k"'yP0rt. and nineteen 
with the loss of only one man. ° 

Wednesday 12th.- Very warm all day, nothing remarkable. 

Thursday, 1.3th.- Went with Captain Jons» and Captain Hoye, to 
view the intrenehments and the guards. J i" 

one man kdled at Roxbury with eannon-ball. In the fSrenoen took my 
Commission. ■' 
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Saturday, loth. — Captain Lunt went home lo recruit men; now 
orders read io the company. 

Sunday, 16th. — Turned out at gun-firing. In the morning heard 
Mr. Cleaveland preach ; forenoon ii-om Judges v. 23 ; the other part 
of the day, Ephesians v. 16. 

Monday, 1 7th. — Not well ; a small shower of rain ia the forenoon, 
aftemoou a heavy shower of rain, heavy thunder and shaip lightning. 

Tuesday, 18th. — This morning a Manifesto from the Grand Conti- 
nental CoDgreaa was read by the Rev. Mr. Leonard, chaplain to the 
Connecticut forces upon Prospect Hill in Charleatown, to tliose troops 
encamped upon and near said hill. Our standard was presented in the 
midst of the regiments with this inscription upon it, " Appeal to 
Heaven ;"_ after which Mr. Leonard made a short prayer, and then^we] 
were dismissed by the discharge of a cannon, three cheers, and a war 
whoop by the Indians, Captain Derby arrived with our packet fi-om 
England, and went to Congress. 

Wednesday, 19th. — Went to intrench upon another hill to the north 
of Prospect Hill and near Bunker Hill in Charlestown and near Mystic 
River- 
Thursday, 20th. — Fast day, pleasant weather; our people burnt 
Boston lighthouse eai-Iy this morning ; heard the Rev. Mr. Cleaveland 
preach forenoon from Psalm 1. 15 : "And call upon me in tlie day of 
trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me ; " afternoon, from 
Ecclesiastes vii. 14; " But in the day of advei-aity consider." Heard 
that our people killed six Regulars at Eoxbury with a cannon-ball, 
but found it to be false ; took live prisonera at the lighthouse. 
Friday, 21st. — Pleasant weather. No remarks. 
Saturday, 22d. — "Went upon main guard upon the lines at Charles- 
Sunday, 2Sd. — Came off guaiv3 at ten o'clock, heard the Rev. Mr. 
Cleaveland preach from Isaiah. Captains Lunt and Kent came into 
the camps on Prospect Hill, Charlestown ; Colonel Little went home. 
Monday, 24th. — Pleasant weather, but warm ; nothing remarkable. 
Tuesday, 25th. — Lientenant Montgomery went home recruiting; 
at ni^ht one of the Regular Grenadiers deserted and came over to onr 
sentries ; two regiments came here from Roxbuiy, belonging to Rhode 
Island. 

Wednesday, 26th. — New orders, that no man Are a gun upon no 
pretence whatever, unless leave from the general. Two of the Regu- 
lars deserted and came to our sentries. 

Thursday, 27th. — Cloudy and i-ain in the morning, wind at the 
southward. No remarks. 

Friday, 28th — Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment encamped upon 
Prospect Hill. An accident happened upon Prospect Hill : a gun 
went off and wounded two of the Rhode Island troops, one in the 
hand, the other in the foot, but likely to do well. 

Saturday, 29th. — Two hundred and eighty of our regiment went 
upon main guard and quarter guard, even the cooks after dinner ; fair 
weather. 
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Smdiy, 30th — La«l night, twelve o'clock, « party of Qener.l 

Zf £!"' ^f'T' ""P'^i'M" "o Eegul.r.'se„Me, buthein. 
d„coyor»d were lir.d ,po„, ,h,ch oec.oonri „ skirmish betieen .hem 
»<! the Eegnkr,' m.m gu.rf. Killed of the Eeg.l.r. ,e,.,, ,„„" 

tr,rr','" "•""■■it' ""^ "■•■ k»™™ -s kifed «, tako„. »,. 

tween he hours „f twelve and o.o o'clock we had „ al.tm, and we 

tlLf n ' "^ ""f.",™.' '" »"»«»«' "'y I" volairtoe,, to 

oat .^ „. ™ fr"r '"'i '="' "■»"• "'" ">' »" ""P"? "•■■«l'"i 
out to follow the officcRi wherevei- thev «,,.»* n..^ ' ,..! .^ . 



.,.1. ffi , ""-■",■"""■ a" our company mai-ciied 

» the offic.1, wherever thej went, and some part of every 
„~t ' I'r. "t "Siae"'- We marched np into the fort, and weii 

e.on«l b, the Eegalar. intrenching open Charleslown Common. The 
intent of the volunteer, was to go down and bea, them off, but upon 



...^. „. .„„ ,u.^uLecni was to go down and bear them off but upon 
further oonsrd.ratron the generals thought it not prudent ti proceed, 
the; ben. under cover of their cannon upon Bunker'. Hill and the 
Joalmghalterm and the ship,. T|„ general, ordered us to return and 
be^readyat a moment's warning: [wc] then returned aooordini" 

Mondaj, 81st La,t night at ten o'clock another alarm : paraded 

immea,„elr, marched up to the fcrt, hut were ordered back 'E wa, 
oecasmned b, a brUk fire at the lower seutri... The Regular, came 
out of thorr fort to dnye ,n our „„tri.s ; but all w„soou quieted, and 
[we] were ordered back. Turned in and got 1» sleep , at one klock we" 
alarmed by the cry of " Turn out, - for God', sake, to, o out " W. 
paraded agam and manned our lines, and there remained until after 
sunrise: the gi-eatest part of the night the air was tilled with the roar- 
ing of cannon and the cracking of .mall arm, upon all .ides The 
SSni « ■°^*' ','.™ "P" Oh.rle.town Common torn two 
o clock till alter sunn,e, killed a number, recovered hie guns and lost 

s"m.ll ™; tI'^B "T ""%"'«? »»• "g"g«l •' Eoibnr, with 
small armi The Bogul.rs set lire to a house and barb in Eoxbury 
and hove two homb-.heil,. Th. ,am. night our people set fire to tffi 

SJ'V ".1"!";°','"*,'.,';°°''"'' °'°" P<»P'« wont. Molt and 
killed all upon the mland, — killed fifteen, took twenty-five marines and 

?™°R„„T'' mi" *!? '7° °'' °°' ?" "'" '""'"'I >>7 • c»nnon'-ball 
Irani Bunker, Hill : they kept a continual lire all Jay from the hill and 
the fioatmg battor.es. At about four o'clock P.». tbev ,enl out a Sag 
of truoo, de.iring [a] ce„atlon of arm, for three days'; but it wa, not 
granted. One of the Eifiemen shot at the flag-stafi' of the Iruce and 
cut ,t ofl- above hi, hand. Between .un,et and dark our people killed 
fourteen of the Regular, which cam. out in search of theiiTde.d 

Xuesday, A„gn,t 1, 1775,— Order, given from the general for 
.ceuting partie. to fire at all times whenever they have opportunity. 
Ihe mmo day raiaed the ma,l that came out of the sohionor that wi 
bnrut at Chelsea, for to hoi.t our fiag upon, in th. fort upon Prospect 
Hill in Charlestown, seventy.,ix feet hi^li. P 

W^„e,d«y, 2d. -Had a good nlghl', rest last night, .11 still thi. 
momiiig, .om. fii-ing opon both ,ide, at sunset, but killed none upon 

2T" "™ ""»"°'"" "" ;:- •'""''■' "«" "PP"'=i "<" 
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_ Thursday, 3d. — Went upon court martial; some firing upon both 
sides of the lines to-day, with small arms ; very cool for the time of 
year. 

Friday, 4tb. — Went upon court-martial. Lieutenant Monlgomeiy 
and wife and Captain Lunt's wife came into camp. The Regulars 
baiiied up another ship bitck of the Common, Boston, or near New 
Boston. 

Saturday, 5th. — Captain Luut and wife, Montgomei'y and wife and 
Kent went to Boxbury. No remarks this day. 

Sunday, 6th. — Cool weather, the wind at N.E. In the afternoon the 
Regulai-s went from Bunker's Hill and set Are to a house at Penny 
Feri-y ; they fired a number of cannon from their floating batteries, but 
did no damage; we returned the fire and silenced them. 

Monday, 7th. — Very cool for the season. Sat upon court-martial 
to try Patrick Tracy for disobedience of orders, found him guilty ; 
judgment brought in against him to ride the wooden horse twenty 
minutes. 

Tuesday, 8th. — Three hundred Riflemen came into the camps, killed 
two Regulai-s. A number of cannon were fired from the enemy, and 
small arms upon both sides. 

Wednesday, 9th. — Patrick Tracy rode the wooden horse, after 
which Mrs. Lunt and Mrs. Moutgomeiy left the camps, aoudy this 
morning; in the afternoon rain, after a dry time. At night went with 
Captain Gerrish upon Picket guard, lodged out npon the ground all 
night Yesterday a vessel from the West Indies came into &pe Ann. 
She was beset by a cutter and barges from the Lively man-of-war that 
lay there, but, hy the help of God and the dexterity oi' the people, beat 
them off the schooner, and took twenty-five prisouers with the master 
and seven of our people which they had pressed on board the ship ■ 
likewise took another vessel from them that they had of ours, wiih the 
loss of two men: they shot at the town, and did considerable of 
damage. 

Thursday, lOlh. — In the morning cloudy, afternoon a great plenty 

Friday, nth.- Cloudyand some rain. A few small arms fired 
upon both sides, but did no damage. 

Saturday, 12th, — Fine weather for the season, all still this morn- 
ing ; in the afternoon a flue shower of rain, cleared up pleasant. No 
remarks. 

Sunday, 13th. — Pleasant weather after rain ; went to Medford to 
meeting forenoon ; dined at Billings'. Two Regulars deserted from 
Bunker's Hill, swam over to Maiden, and were carried to Royal's, 
General Washington's headquarters. 

Monday, 14th — Fine weather for the season. No remarks. 

Tuesday, loth. — Some filing with cannon upon both sides at Eos- 
bury; all still at Bunker Hill; wounded one man by a bomb, one 
man was killed by our own people at the lower sentry. 

Wednesday, 16th. — Pleasant weather for the season; some firin.- 
from the Regular sentries. ° 
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Thui-aday, 17tii. — Fine weathei-, had a shot from Bunker Hill, did 
no damage. 

Friday, IStli. — Went upon picket, horae-guard; a smart shower 
last night. 

Saturday, I9th. — Pleasant in the morning, cool in afternoon, the 
wind out east. No remarks this day. 

Sunday, 20th. — "Went upon main guard at the corner house; some 
firmg from each sentry, but did no damage ; all the brigade mustered 
and manned the lines. 

Monday, 2,1st — Pleasant for the season, came off main guard at 
eleven o'clock. 

Tuesday, 22d. — Very hot weather, all still, no remarks. To-day 
Lieutenant Whittemore and wife came into camp, and Amos Pear- 
Wednesday, 23d. — Very warm weather; heard some cannon that 
were fired from Roxbury from the Regulars ; went upon picket guard 
at night, some firing about midnight in the Common, Chariestown, but 
did no damage upon either side. 

Thursday, 24th. — Veiy hot, ciime off guard at sunset. No remarks 
to-day. 

Friday, 25th, — In the afiernoon three men from the Regulars' 
floating [battery] there swam at Maiden, and one came through 
Chariestown. A number of i-annon and smaJ! arms were fired from 
the enemy this afiernoon, but did no damage. 

Saturday, 26tb. — Cloudy this morning; some small arms fired at 
break of day. At night a large number of men, about twenty-five hun- 
dred, went to intrench upon a hill near Mystic River, well known by 
the name of the Plowed Hill : about one thousand had tools, the other 
was to cover them in case of an attack from the enemy. 

Sunday, 27th. — As soon in the morning as the enemy saw our 
works, they cannonaded it from Bunker Hill and their floating bat- 
teries, tilled two of our men with their cannon shot, belonging [to] 
Rhode Island, one of them was adjutant to Colonel Varnum's regi- 
ment, and his name was Mumford ; wounded one Rifleman in the leg so 
that he was obliged to have it cut ofi^; killed one Indian; they kept 
almost a continual fire with cannon and small arms all day ; we killed 
a number of Regulars at the lower sentiy. 

Monday, 28th. — Last night we had a very smai-t shower of rain, 
attended with extreme hai-d thunder and sharp lightning : it began be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock, and lasted about three-quarters of an 
hour. This morning pleasant, but some clouds after rain. All still 
at Bunker's Hill ; some cannon fired in the afternoon ; killed one of the 
Rhode Island men with a cannon shot, and wounded Robert Martial 
of Captain Lunt's company in the thigh with a small shot; the 'enemy 
hove three bomb-shells at sunset at the Plowed Hill breastwork, but did 
no damage. 

Tuesday, 29(h. — Went up to the alarm post at break of day, re- 
turned at sunrise; cloudy this morning; at seven o'clock came on 
stormy, wind at N.E., rained very hard. At night went upon picket 
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guard at the Plowed Hill out-all iii 'Lt in the i im ; the Itegulars hove 
eigiit bomh-shells, but did no d image 

Wednesday, 30th. — Stormy dU day, wind it N.E. ; some cannon 
fired from Bunker Hill ■^t night hid font bomb-shells hove at the 
Plowed Hill. 

Thursday, SIst. — Stormy all diy wind it N E, Some small arms 
fired at the lower sentries, and some cannon fiom Bunker's Hill. 

Friday, Sept. 1, 1775. — Last night a inimbei- of cannon was fired 
at Roxbury, and small arms ; stormy this morning, wind at N.E. ; a 
great number of small arms fired at the lower sentries upon both 
sides ; one man wounded at Plowed Hill, and two killed at Eoxbury 
with cannon shot, and two deserted from Ihe Regulars from Eoxbury. 

Saturday, 2d. — Cloudy this morning, then pleasant at eight o'clock, 
and warm after a cold storm ; cloudy afternoon ; several bombs hove 
from Bunker's Hill, two burst in the air, and two fell that did not break, 
which were dug out and carried to General Greene. 

Sunday, 3d. — Stormy all day, wind N.E. ; one carcass, one shell, 
and some cannon-shot hove to-day. 

Monday, 4th. — Cloudy, dull weather. This morning some cannon 
and small arms fired fi-om the Gageites, and some bombs hove. 

Tuesday, 5th. — Pleasant weather afler a long stoi-m. At night 
went upon guard at Plowed Hill; very coo! in the night; all still. 
Took three horses from the Regulars in Charlestown Common ; fair 
weather. 

Wednesday, 6th. — Came off guard from Flowed Hili at night, all 
still. 

Thursday, 7th. — Pleasant weather for the season ; all still. No re- 
Friday, 8th. — Fair weather, all still; a general court martial held 
for the trial of Colonel Mansfield, at Cambridge. 

Saturday, 9th. — I'araded in order to pass muster forenoon, but 
did not pass, for the muster master had not time ; so were dismissed. 
Some mutiny among the soldiers. 

Sunday, 10th. — Pleasant weather; some cannon fired fi'om the 
enemy, at Eoxbury. Heard the Rev. Mr. Cleaveland, forenoon, from 
Psalm xiv. 1. Twenty of our company enlisted to go to Canada under 
the command of Captain Wai-d. 

Monday, llth. — Cool this morning, wind at N.W., blowed hard ; 
passed muster. In the afternoon, six Regulars and a sergeant were 
taken prisoners at Dorchester. 

Tuesday, 12th. — Pleasant weather for the season. No remai-ks. 

Wednesday, 13th. — Pleasant for the season; went to Sewail's 
Point. In the afternoon the regiment marched from Cambridge to 
Newburyport, ther6 to embark for Canada, under the command of 
Colonel Arnold, Lieutenant-colonel Greene, and Major Bigelow. 
Captain Ward commanded the company that the Newbury men 
enlisted in. 

Thursday, 14th. — Came off picket-guard this morning from Plowed 
Hill, and in the forenoon paraded, by General Greene's order, the whole 
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rf his brigade, and inaQned tlie lines ; then returned fo quartera. A 
Eiflenian was killed dead by an accident of a gun going off. 

Friday, I5th. — Fair weatlier, this morning wind biowed very hard 
at S,W. A man iv as shot through the body at Plowed Hill by a cun's 
discliarging accidentally. 

Saturday, 16th. — Cloudy thia morning, but warm. A Regular of 
the Fifth Regiment, deserted, and came to the Whitehouse guard last 
night. The plot that he laid was this : he was standing sentry with 
another Regular, he took the flint out of his own gun, hove out the 
priming and spit in the pan, then offered fo swap with his partner and 
give hira a drink in the morning, which he accepted. As soon as that 
was done made his escape; his partner snapped his gua at him, but to 
no purpose ; he turned round and discharged his piece at his partner, 
then threw off his watch-coat, and caitridge-box, and made the best 
of Lis way to our guai-d. 

. Sunday, 17th. — Rain last night, cloudy thia morning. Heai'd the Eev. 
Mr. Cleaveland preach, forenoon, from Acts iii, 19 : " Eepent ye there- 
fore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." Some 
cannon fired from Eoxbury upon both sides ; ail still at Bunker Hill. 
One Regular lieutenant killed at Eosbury with a cannon-shot, several 
more wounded ; one hung himself because he thought he was in a 

Monday, 18th. — Foggy this morning, but wann, cleared off, pleasant 
forenoon. A number of cannon flred upon both sides at Rosbury; 
two shells hove to Plowed Hill, but did no damage; one cannon fired 
from Prospect Hill at the ship near Lechmerc's Point, but did no exe- 
cution. 

Tuesday, I9lh. — Cloudy, wind at east. Some cannon fired at " 
Eoxbury, on both sides ; rain at night ; two shells hove at Plowed Hill. 

Wednesday, 20tb. — Cloudy this morning, some rain. Last night a 
Regular deserted, and came to the Plowed Hill picket witli all his ac- 
coutrements. A man was set in the pilloiy for being concerned in writ- 
ing an infamous letter against Colonel Brewer. He was to sit one 
hour ; before the time is [was] out the man fainted, and the doctors 
much ado to bring him fo. At night went on guard at Plowed Hill. 
Cool at night. 

Thursday, 21st. — Pleasant this morning. At about eleven o'clock 
the Eflgulars began a fire from Bunker Hill upon our people that 
were mtrenching between Prospect Hill and Plowed Hill ; they hove 
two shells and a number of cannon-shot, but did no damage, only 
wounded two men belonging to Colonel Doolittle's regiment. In the 
^ternoon some cannon fired from Roxbury and two from Prospect 

Friday, 22d. — King's coronation day, 1771 [1761]. The cannon 
were fired from the ships and batteries in Boston and some from 
Bunker's Hill at our people. Rain in the afternoon. 

Saturday, 23d. — Pleasant after rain ; went upon fatigue between 
Prospect Hill and Plowed Hill. Some cannon fired from Plowed 
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Hill, and a number at Roxbury, but did no damage as we have heard. 
Captain Lunt went home. 

Sunday, 24th. — Pleasant this morning, but cool. Attended public 
worship all day. All still on both sides. No remarks, 

Monclay, 25th. — Cool last night; pleasant this day. Some bombs 
hove at Piowei! Hill ; one broke in the air, but did no damage. 

Tuesday, 26th. — Some canmiu fired from Bunker Hill at our people 
near Plowed Hill. A number of fatigue men went into the fort to 
make preparations for barracks upon Prospect Hill. All still on both 
sides. 

Wednesday, 27th. — In the morning all still ; at twelve o'clock the 
whole brigade turned out, manned the lines, and were reviewed by the 
generals. All slil! both sides ; wind at south, blowed hai-d, some rain 
just at night. 

Thursday, 28th. — Fair weather and pleasant for the season; all 
still this morning, nothing remarkable to-day. 

Fi-iday, 29th. — Cool last night, all still on both sides, wind out 
east. So remarks ; two Regulars deserted at night fi-om Eosbnry. 

Saturday, 30th. — Pleasant for the season; went upoa guard at 
Plowed Hill at eight o'clock in the morning. All still on both sides. 

Sunday, Oct. 1, 1775. — Came off guard at nine o'clock in [the] 
morning; all still. In the evening Captain Lunt returned to the 
camp ; cloudy and some rain. 

Monday, 2d. — Cloudy this morning and wann, wind at the south- 
ward ; all still. A Regular deserted from Bunker Hill and came to 
our lines. 

Tuesday, 3d. — Clear and pleasant; set out for Newburyport at 
eight o'clock in the morning; cai-ried Stephen Lunt home sick ; got 
" home at nine in the evening. All well. 

Thursday, 12th. — Set out for tbe camp at nine o'clock and arrived 
at eight at night ; left my father sick, the rest of my friends well. 

Friday, 13th. — Fair weather, went on guard at the Whitehouse, at 
night all still at Bunker Hill. Nothing remarkable. 

Saturday, 14th. — Pleasant for tbe season ; came off guard at night. 
All still. 

Sunday, 15th. — Cloudy this morning, and cool. Heard the Rev. 
Mr. Cleaveland preach, forenoon, from Luke iii. 9 : " And now also 
the axe is kid unto the root of the trees: every tree, therefore, which 
bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and east into the Are." In 
the afternoon he delivered a fine discourse from Luke x. 42 : " But 
one thing is needful ; and Mary hath chosen that good part which shall 
not be taken away from her." At night heard of the death of Captain 
Litnt's youngest child, named Ezra. 

Monday, 16th. — Some rain last [night], but cleared off pleasant 
this morning; in the afternoon wind blowed hard at N.W. Mark 
Anthony departed iJiia life with a putrid fever; he was a soldier in 
Captain Gerrish's company. One man broke out with the small-pox 
in Captain Parker's company, and was moved away to the hospital : 
it is thought that he catched it by a pair of stockings that he took out 
of a stone wall. 
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Tuesday, 17th. — Fine weather for the seasoo.. Lieutenant Mont- 
gomery went home to get tools to iiiiish the barraclia. 

Wednesday, 18th. — Last niglit two of our floating batteries went 
out of Cambridge Eiyer, in order to alarm the R^gnlare in Boston and 
to try the cannon. After they had fired a number of times into Boston 
Common they unhappily burst a nine-pounder, which did considerable 
damage, killed one man and wounded seven moi'e, and damaged the 
battery, but mside out to reach the shore. One Rifleman deserted from 
us to-day and went to Bunlier Hill. 

Thui-sday, 19th. — Warm for the season; at night a very heavy 
shower of rain. 

Friday, 20th. — Cloudy and some rain; at night went on picket- 
guard; at about twelve o'clock it began to rain, and so continued all 
night. 

Saturday, 21st. — Rain all day, came off guai-d at night ; all still. 

Sunday, 22d. — Wind at south-west, hlowed hard. Attended public 
worahip, heard the Rev. Mr. Oleaveland, forenoon, fi-om Matthew ivi. 
26 : " For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose hia own soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? " 
In the afternoon from Matthew iii. 12 : " Whose fan is in his hand, and 
he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 
gamer; but he will burn op the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

Monday, 23d. — All still this morning and plea ant N tl 'u<r e 
markable. " 

Tuesday, 24th. — Cloudy in the morning and ra n t II nea n eh 
then cleared up cool. News came to headquarte s tl at 1 e TeguTa -s 
had burnt near two-thii-ds of Falmouth last Wedne day a 1 tl at tl ey 
had oi-ders to burn all capital towns between theie and Boston 

Wednesday, 25th. — Went upon fatigue, wind hlo ed 1 ar 1 at west 
and cool. 

Thursday, 26th Pleaisant for the season, a 1 ill st II v (h le 

enemy. A wrestling- match between Winter H 11 b ga le an 1 P s 
pect, before our regiment; ours carried the ring. 

Friday, 27th. — Went upon guard at Plowed Hill, some rain ; all 
still with the enemy. Nothing i-emarkahle. 

Saturday, 28th. — Came off guai-d, rain all day, wind at N.E. 

Sunday, 29tli. — Fair weathei-. This morning a Regular sergeant 
deserted and came to the Whitehouae guard and said they expected us 
in last night, and kept their lines manned all night. 

Monday, iJOth. — Cool this morning; in the afternoon went to Eox- 
bury by way of Sewall's Point, to view the works ; aJI still with the 
enemy. 

Tuesday, 31sf, — Pleasant tliis morning and warm for !he season ■ 
no remarks, all still. ' 

Wednesday, Nov. 1, 1775. — Pleasant for the season; all still, 
nothing remarkable. 

Thursday, 2d. — Pleasant weather in the morning, in the afternoon 
the wind out N.E. Nothing remarkable to-day, 

Friday, 3d. — Began to rain last night about midnight, rainy ihis 
moraing. Some cannon fired on board the ships ; stormy all day. 
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Saturday, 4th. — Fair weather and cool. Capfain Lunt'a wife and 
Mr. rinse's came into the camps ; dined upon roast pork. Daniel 
Mitclieli went Iiome. 

Sunday, 5th. — Fair weather anri pleasant for the season. Went 
upon guard in the morning; some rain at night ; all still, 

Monday, 6th. — Cloudy and warm for liie season. Came otf guard ; 
all still. 

Tuesday, 7th. — Eain last night and this moraing ; stormy all day. 

Wednesday, 8th. — ITair weather, all still. 

Thursday, 9th. — Cloudy this morning, some rain. Went upon 
fatigue. About two o'clock p.m. an alarm through the camp, occa- 
sioned by the Regulars embarkius from Boston and Charleatown in 
boats and landing on Lechmere's Point, in order to take off some cat- 
tle ; the tide being very full, made it difficult for our men to go on, 
but notwithstanding a large number waded on up to their middies 
in water and drove them off with the lielp of the cannon on Prospect 
Hill. They took off twelve cattle before our men could get on. One 
Regular was found dead, the next morning. They fired from their 
ship and from Charlestowu, but did little or no damage. The number 
that came out is thought to be about five hundred. 

Friday. 10th. — A very heavy stoi-m came on last night, wind N.E. 
Some snow, but little to be seen in the moi'ning. Cloudy, dull weather 
to-day ; all still. 

Saturday, lllh. — Fair weather, wind at N.W., blowed bard all day 
and cold. Heard that two Kegulars deserted at Rosbury. 

Sunday, 12th. — Went upon Plowed Hill guard. Cold this day, 
wind blowed hard at N.W., cold at night. Ail still. 

Monday, ISlli. — Came off guard this morning, windy and cool ; all 
still. Received our wages for the month of Septeinber. In the.afier- 
noon some movement with tjie euemy, ordered to lay on our arms all 
night. New enlistments were given out. 

Tuesday, 14tb. — Pleasant this morning for the season; all still. 
Heard the news that St. John's was taken by the American forces. 
Fine weather all day. 

Wednesday, l5th. — A heavy storm of rain came on last night, 
wind at M.E., blowed hard and rained very fast this morning. Two 
Regulai-s were taken at Plowed Hill; rain all day. 

Thursday, 16th. — A small flight of snow fell last night with some 
rain, wind at N.W. One Regular deserted and came to Plowed Hill 
last night, and heard that some deserted at Koxbury. Fair weather 
to-day; all still with the enemy. 

Friday, 17th, — Clear and cold, wind at N.W. At night oi-dered to 
lay on our arms. 

Saturday, 18th. — Very cold for the season this morning. No alarm 
last night. 

Sunday, 19th, — Cool tliis morning, but pleasant. Went on guard; 
cool, uncomfortable weather; all still. 

Monday, 30th. — Came off guard this morning from Plowed Hill, 
t for the season. All still in the day; at niglit turned out at 
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about ten o'clock, went into the fort but found ilie alarm to be false 
Keturned to our tents. 

Tue.da,, 21,t Cool thl, morning, ,11 still. Captain Perkin, 
and Lieutenant Huse went Lome to recruit men. 

Wednesdaj, 22d.--Snow fell last night .0 a. to cover the g.-ound. 
l-aptam Ijunt went home to recruit men for the new army 

Thursday, 23d. _ Thanksgiving day, pleasant weather for the 

season Last night . party of General Putnam'. Brigade went to 

intrench on , hill in Charlestown, well known by offlcers and soldiers 

by the name of Cobble Hill ; no opposition made as ,et by the enemy. 

^ riday, 24th. — Pleasant this morning for the season ; all still 

baturday, 25th Pleasant this morning. Alamed. At eight 

odock pai-«ied, marched up to the fort, but found it to be false. 
Keturned, went npon fiitigue. William Little and Francis and 
Anthony Uavenport came into camp. 

Sunday, 2eth.- Rain last night, wind at S.E., h[Iowodl hard. 
Went on Plowed HiU guard this morning ; stormy all day, wind at 
N.W., some snow. Ah still with the enemy. 

Monday, 27th. -Cleared off cold last night, cold this morning. 
Came olf guard at sunrise ; all still. ^ 

Tuesday 28lh. — Cloudy, cold weather. News came that Montreal 
surrendered to the Americans. 

Wednesday, 29th -A storm of rain came on last night, wind at 
N.E i clearecl off this morning pleasant and warm, wind 5t the south- 
ward. Ah still i heard thai our privateers took a transport and brought 
her into Cape Ann loaded with warlike stores, one thirteen inch brass 
mortar. 

Thuraday, SOih. — Good weather for the season ; all still 
Friday, Deo. 1, 1775 — Fine weatiier for the season. Cantain 
Luutcame into campi all still. A ship brought into Beverly by our 
privateer loaded with coal and dry goods. 

Saturday, 2d Pleasant weather. Ensign Mitchell went home re- 
cruiting i went to guard at Whitehouse. The IS inch brass mortar was 
bi-onght into Cambridge this day, with a number of imall arms and 
other warhke implements. 

Sunday, Sd. — Came otT guard this morning, wind at southward, 

some ram and warm ; all still. ' 

Monday, 4th.— Good weather for the season, but cool. Oi-dcred to 

lay u^n our arms this night, on. bund.-ed boats were seen to pass 

from Boston to Charlestown this day. 

Tuesday, 5th. — Pleasant weather for the season. All still with the 
enemy last night. Tin. morning the prisoners taken by our privateers 
and brought into Beverly were guar<led through the camp lo head- 
quarter, twelve m number, guarded by sixteen liangers bclongin. to 
balera, dressed in uniform. a n ^" 

Wednesday, 6lh Very flue woulher for the season. AH still with 

the enemy. 

maTkabif"'' '"'■~'"°°* "'» ™™i"g, but pleasant. Nothing re- 
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Fnday, 8tli. — Cloudy this morning, but warm. At six o'clock in 
the eveniog began to rain ; heard that twenty tona of powder arrived 
at Dartmouth a few days since. Some of it is arrived in camp. One 
Rifleman shot another in their barrack, through the partition, and he 
expired immediately, the other confined for trial. 

Satni-day, 9th. — Some snow aud rain last night; cleared off cold 
this morning. All still with the enemy. 

Sunday, 10th. — Colonel Little's regiment excused from duty. 
Paraded in order to enlist men tor the new estalilishmenl ; a consid- 
erable number engaged. Captain Manly, master of one of our priva- 
teers, took a ship and brig and brought them into Salem, which 
belonged to the king, laden with coal and West India goods and Eng- 
lish, &c. 

Monday, 11th. — Some rain last night, wind blowed hard at the 
southward, warm this morning, but soon cleared off cold, wind at N.W. 
Went upon guard at the Whilehouse. 

Tuesday, 12th. — Veiy cold this morning, wind at N.W.; came off 
guai'd at ten o'clock this morning. Edward Hand, of Newburyport, 
was taken on suspicion of having communication with the enemy at 
Boston, and brought to tamp this day, to be examined by the commit- 
tee at Watertown, 

Wednesday, 13th. — Cold weather, wind at N.W. A number of men 
from General Putnam's Brigade went and intrenched on Lechmere's 
Point without any opposition from the enemy. 

Thursday, 14th. — Rain last night, wai-m this morning. Went to 
Plowed Hill to gORrd ; some rain in the morning, cleared off pleasant. 

Friday, 15th. — Very pleasant for the season. All still with the 
enemy. Heard that Canada had surrendered to the American arms, 
and that Governor C.irlton with four or five more were fied to the wil- 
derness. This report proved to be false. 

Saturday, 16tb. — Pleasant for the season, and warm for December. 
All still with the enemy. 

Sunday, 17th. — Bain last night, ibggy this morning. Alter our men 
had made a covered way on to Lechmere's Point began to intrench on 
the height of the point As soon as tliey were discovered by the enemy 
they were saluted with ibur cannon, loaded wiih grape and langrage 
shot ; wounded two of our troops, and that was ail tlie damage done 
by the ship, which lay near the point. They continued the fire from 
the ship ail day ; at times hove a. number of shells, but did no damage 
with them. Our men fired at the ship from Cobble Hill, which made 
her move off the next moiumg 

Monday, 18th. — Cle'^itd oft cold this morning, wind at N.W. 
Some shells hove from Boston and Bunker Hdl to day, but did no 
damage. 

Tuesday, 19th. — A numbei of shells nue hove by the enemy last 
night from Bunker Hill aud Boston, but wete but httle minded by 
our troops ; still kept on «ith thur intrenchment One Regular de- 
serted last night from Bunkei Hill ■,omc h lis i J shot hove to- 



lyClOOglC 



19 

i3.itsrbrL 7„tr.;r' - "»• ■»" '- =°-« -^ 

r,l,.l „?'■'■• ~'^" °"' '"» ">" ""P «f»l .tel.l,t„.d„eti„ 

couM be «;:rf ;b?r *l",;?7l z «.';i r," 
L"Sjh»;s." '"• — ^°"«- «■' >".""'.:- 

^_ Paul lu„., .on of P..1 1„„ „j „„,„„, ^j. ,5,^^ „,^ ^__^__ _j^,^ 

boSr?4, ra'l.""""'"" '"■ ^"' I-"" •«' »"g."' i.i. "if., w.. 

Memorandum, 3779. 

V=.T cold for liSi';" Z.eT;„J'» r* "'"'j»""' *''■ '>'' ^' 
lime in ihe winlei. "" l^''"'"^ ""«" " «»J »"« 
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DIARY 
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PREFATORY l^OTE. 



A FEW words may be necessary in respect to tbe Diary of my father, Dr. Ezra Green , 
which I am qaite sure he never suapeeted would appear in print before the public eye. 

When quite a lad I was, out of onriosity , rummaging over an upper chamber closet, 
where in promiacuous order wore odd vol umea,— school books, speeches, Bermons, 
&c.,— when this unpretentious pamphlet turned ap in marbled paper-coyer. All the 
particulars of it I had heard my father frequently recount, and hence did not at that 
early age appreciate its value, and so I gave it to my cousin James D. Green, who, 
after preserving it with scrupulous care fbr more than sisty years, has deposited it 
in the library of the New-England Historic, Genealogical Society, together with 
important authentic remarks relative fo his and my father's progenitors. There this 
Diary came under the eye of Commodore George Henry Preble, who requested 
my permiasion for its publication in the Histobic^l Afro Genbalogical Eegistek, 
together with such facts as he might gather of my father's public life during 
five years service as surgeon in the army and navy during the American revolution. 
To this request I gave my willing assent, promising as a sequel thereto a memoir of 
his private life. WAtTBR C. Green. 

Boston, Nov. IQ, 1874. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF DE. EZRA GEEEN. 



I. 

HIS PUBLIC CAItEEE. 
By Commodore Geo. Henby Preble, U.S.N, 
In June, 1775, the Sundajafter the battle of Bunker Hill, Dr. Ezra 
Green, in the capacity of surgeon, joined the American army, then 
under the command of Gen. Artemas Ward, and was stationed with 
Reed's New-Hampshire regiment on Winter Hill in Charlestown. 
Here he received the smallpox by inoculation, and yvas secluded in 
the hospital at Fresh Pond, Cambridge, for seventeen days, returning 
to his regiment in camp on Winter Hill the 90th of March, 1776. 

After the evacuation of Boston by the British, he lefi with our 
army for New-York, going by way of Providence, Norwich and 
New-London, where they embarked. Having remained in New- 
York a few weeks, they proceeded up the Hudson to Albany, thence 
by batteaux to Saratoga ; landed, and marched to Lake George ; re- 
mained about a fortnight ; went down Lake George in batteaux, and 
stopped at Ticonderoga ; thence proceeded by Lake Champlain to 
St. John's; thence to Montreal, and joined Arnold. There the 
army suffered greatly from sickness. Dr. Green was with the troops 
which occupied Mount Independence until December, when, on the 
advance of the British under Sir Guy Carleton, the American forces 
retreated to Ticonderoga. 

The following letter, addressed to his friend Mr. Nathl Cooper, 
at Dover, New-Hampshire, graphically describes the situation of 
the American army at that time. 

Deak Sir : Ticonderoga, Oct. SO, 1776. 

I must beg your pardon for troubling you with so many of my letters, 
but I am a good deal at leisure, and so lucky an opportunity of conveyance 
offers, that I can't let it pass without sendiug you one line or two. Since 
my last, our Fleet is destroyed, of which 1 suppose you have heard, but 5 
vessels remaining to us out of 16 sail. The engagement began on Friday 
tQorning, October 11th, and held out all day. They surrounded our Fleet, 
but in the night succeeding the engagement they very jjarrowly and fortu- 
nately made their escape and came up towards Crown Point, but were 
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ove tak n and attacked again Sunday morning, within about 25 miles of 
tl pla Our men fought bravely, but the enemy were of bo much 
g eat f CO than we had any suBpicion of that our little fleet stood no 
chan em of the vessels lost were hlowu up, sunk, or burnt by our own 
pe pie they e capiug by land. We lost, killed, about 50 ; taken prisoners, 
about 100, which are dismissed on parole. The Indians have done us no 
damage till very lately they waylaid three men, kiU'd one, took the other 
two prisoners, who are sent ba«k on parole. They were treated very 
kindly by the Indians as well as by the King's troops who were at the 
time at Crown Point within 15 milesof this place, where they have been ever 
since the destruction of our Fleet. We have lately been alarm'd severe 
times. On Monday morning last, there was a proper alanu, occasioned by 
a number of the enemies hoats which hove in sight, and a report from a 
scouting party that the Enemy were moving on ; where the Fleet is now, I 
can't learn, or what is the reason they don't come on I can't conceive. 'Tis 
thought they are 10 or 12 thousand strong, including Canadians and In- 
diana. We are in a much better situation now than we were fourteen days 
ago, and the militia are continually coming in. Our sick are recovering, 
and it is thought we are as ready for them now as ever we shall be. There 
has been a vast deal of work done since the flght, and we think ourselves 
in so good a position that we shall he disappointed if they don't attack us. 
However, I believe they wait for nothing hut a fair wind. In my next, I'll 
tell you more about it. In the meantime I am yours to command. 

, , , , ., , Ezra Green. 

My respects to your lady and love to your children. 

P. S. I have some thought of leaving the army and joining the navy, 
provided I can get a berth as surgeon of a good continental ship or a pri- 
vateer. Should be glad if you would enquire, if you don't know, and send 
we word what Inconragenient is given ; and let me know if any ships are 
fitting out from Portsmouth, and youll oblige your friend, E. G. 

Dr. Green remained with the troops wliich occupied Mount Inde- 
pendence until they left the position in December, when he returned 
to Albany, and there left the army and returned to Dover, New- 
Hampshire. All through the following summer, he was afflicted 
with fever and ague, but in October, 1777, accepted an appointment 
jis Burgeon of the continental shtp-of-war Ranger, then fitting out in 
PortBmouth, N. H., under the command of Capt. John Paul Jones, 
and nearly ready for sea. They sailed, ae his diary shows, on the 
1st of November, 1777, for France. The following letter, written 
to his friend Mr. Cooper, describes the passage out. 

On Board the Ranger, Peanleauf Road, 
,.S,., Deo. 4, 1777. 

By a Gentleman who is writing I have an opportunity just to present 
my respects to yourself and lady, and to inform you of my safe arrival at 
Peanbeauf 27 miles below Nanta on the 2d of December current after a 
passage of 32 days. Our people all in good health and high spirits. We had 
as good weather as we could wish 'tiil within a week of our arrival. In the 
Bay of Biscay we had a very heavy Gale of Wind, hut it continued but 
about 48 hours. Saw but one ship of war, and she was in the chops of the 
English Channel, with a Fleet under convoy. . — 1 have the happiness 
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to inform you of the Capture of two Brigs, on the 25th and 27tli of No- 
vember, both from Malaga laden with wine and fruit, which on my own 
and friends account coidd wish with ail ray heart were in Portsmouth New- 
Hanipshire. _ They were ordered to some part of France, but have not yet 
heard of their arrival. There is nothing new here. The French say but 
little about a war, being very intent on getting money. Here are a number 
of vessels fitting out for America in the trading way. The news of Gen. 
Bui^oine affair got here just before us, and before this time is in all parts 
of Europe. 

I don't expect we shall go from this Place these six weeks, as there ia a 
great deal wanting to he done to the ship before she will go to sea again. 
it seems probable to me that she will be ordered directly back to America, 
as soon as may be. In the meantime I am, 

With the greatest sincerity & respect, 

Your humble servant, 

™ E. G-UEEN. 

Flease to present my best regards to Susy', & love to your little chil- 
dren, & salutations to all enquiring Friends. 
Mr. Nathaniel Cooper, of Dover, 

New-Hampshire, 

New-England. 

_ Dr. Green continued in the Ranger until her return to Portsmouth 
in October, 1778, when he left her, and returned to Dover. 

When the Ranger was refitted in the following spring, under the 
command of hia friend, Capt. T. Simpson, he rejoined" her as sur- 
geon, and sailed in her on a cruise in company with the "Warren, 
32 guns, Commodore J. B. Hopkins, and Queen of France 28 
Capt. J. Olney ; the latter a French ship, whiehhad been 'purchased 
at Nantes for the American government. 

While on thia cruise, in March, they captured a privateer schooner 
of 14 guns, and on the 6th of April the schooner Hibernia, of 8 
guns and 45 men, and the nest morning, oiF Cape Henry, six more 
of a fleet of nine vessels, viz. : the ship Jason, Capt. Porterfield, 20 
guns, 150 men; ship Maria, letter of marque, 16 guns, 80 men 
cargo of flour, &c. ; and brigs Prince Frederick, Patriot, Bachelor! 
John, and schooner Chance, all laden with stores for the British 
army. Among the prisoners taken was a Colonel CampbeU, and 
twenty-three army oflScers of lesser rank, on their way to join their 
regiments at the soutli.' All these vessels were brought into Ports- 
mouth, N. H., three weeks after the squadron sailed irom thence. 

On another cruise, the Ranger, still commanded by Simpson in 
company witli the Providence, 28, Commodore A. Whipple and 
Queen of France, 28, Capt. J. P. Rathbum," on the 17th of July 
1779, when on the Banks of Newfoundland, fell in with the Jamaica 
fleet, homeward bound, consisting of one hundred and fifty sail, 

' Tliie was Susannah Hayes, whom he eubsequently married 

* Emmons's HIetoi? V. S. Navy, 1776-1853. 
ivSuk aTi^lm^l^^^^S^^'M ""^''".'is?"?^*^,: '^^ '""^^ "'"^^ •*« ='™= commander, 
Tn^r^eUnoSl^^^i t&^ l?r^Hen'rJ'Siin'tI„*" ^""^^ '^''^""' '"^"^ ^' "'^ '^ 
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convoyed by a ship-of-thc-line, and several cmiaers, and succeeded 
in capturing eleven large ehipe, of seven to eight hundred tons, 
three of which vi-ere re-taken ; but seven of them, whose cargoes 
were estimated to be worth tl,000,000, were brought safely into 
Boston. All Boston was alarmed at the sight of the little continental 
squadron and its prizes, — ten large ships standing directly into the 
harbor, — believing them to he a British fleet. The buildings were 
covered with spectators. The cargoes, consisting of rum, sugar, 
logwood, pimento, &c., were deUvered one half to the government 
and one half to the captors.' 

On his return from this successful cruise, Dr. Green resigned 
his position as surgeon of the Esmger in favor of Dr. Parker, of 
Exeter, and returned to Dover. 

In 1780 he sailed on another cruise in the Alexander, Captain 
Mitchell, 14 guns, but they accomplished nothing. In 1781, the vessel 
having been fitted up as a letter of marque, under Captain Simpson, 
he went in her to Fredericksburg, Virginia, and they took thence a 
load of tobacco to TOrient in France. He returned in the Alexander 
to the United States in the autumn of that year, which concluded 
his revolutionary services. 

II. 

DK, green's PEIVATE LIFE AND CHATUCTEE. 
By ■Walteh C. Gueept. 

My father, Dr. Ezra Green, was born in Maiden, Mass., June 
17, 1746, and, after he was graduated at Harvard College in 17R5, 
he commenced the study of medicine and surgery with Dr. Sprague, 
of Maiden, finishing his course with Dr. Fisher, of Newburyport. 
He tlien went to Dover, New-Hampshhe, to reside, in 1767, where 
he was in successful practice up to his appointment as surgeon in the 
array. Dr. Green's five years service in the army and navy I need 
not describe, it having been already narrated by Commodore Preble. 

About the same time that Dr. Green went to reside iu Dover, hia 
friend the Rev. Jeremy Belknap, from Boston, was by unanimous 
vote invited there and ordained minister of the Congregational Society 
on a salary of £150, payable semi-annually, and there he preached 
for eighteen years. This small pittance being inadequate for the 
support of himself, his wife, two sons and two daughters, he asked a 
dismissal, and returning to Boston, he was soon settled as minister 
over the Federal Street Society, and there remained until his greatly 
lamented death, June 20, 1798, at the early age of 55 years. Dr. 
Belknap was my father's next-door neighbor, and the close intimacy 
so early commenced between the two families, never abated during 
their lives. 

' The Eev. Dr. Lothrop's Centennial Sennon in Dover, N. H., June 23, 1846 {Appendix). 
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* J^^,£ ^''° '^ ""' ^l- ^'- '^*°''P "■" *» Dover, my 
,t„T 2 ',-™ "IStt ye™ of age, and being of . lively, plei- 

reettn „f r ■ ^' ''"..'""''? '°''"" "•»' ''!°<' -<««« " 4e di- 

rC leSTcrr '■ "" *" """ * ™ '"="* '°^*'«^ 

mo?!,™"? ^"^ °f !'==«»>>»'. 1"8. my fttlier was married to my 
motUer, »„,,„„.!, Haye,, of Dover, by the Kev. Jeremy Belknap. 

the roli°J °f°r ""°"™'' °'''"°'"°' ""^ f™"' »!">»« ■1™g 

*..r-rx°d 0.7ft™:" ^:r^' -■"'' " - --^ ">' '■" 

In a letter from on board the Eanger dated March 12. 1779 Dr 

eSron""'" *" . %""° ^'T* '""'''"' '*^ "1 "Tor felt s^ n„: 
e..y on account of yonr absence. I pray »e may not Ion., be 
separ^ed from each other, but a. Providence seems to"^ W pofnted 
good™,™™ '".■/"'?."»«;"'» p™„e it cheorfnUy aid with 
good courage, and I know you would not wi.h me to turn or look 
■ »me'""°l. ™'' '°V\ '^^WineB. of thi, world and that to 
27u „„ V ■" ".'•".'""i "arged the duty here mentioned, 
that „, on the termmaUon of the revolution.iry war. Dr. Green 

b„Tine« "Olcmea, and then commenced I mercantile 

he^dmtl^i' "*'■ ""T? ™''" P""^"™'" i" Dover, which office 
he voluntarily resigned after several years of faithful duty. 

Soeie't'v Y„"n "' ""f" ''°"°° "*■ "■" J^™' Congregational 

weaaefofs^ Tu ^' "''^°" ''"™'"' "'"P"" 3,0 adverse 
m» Mv Tr? r " "°" °f ™""' °' ^^Khing heat of sum- 
mMI,?/ 5 'f'^'"" «<'°«i»n g"e to Ms early and 

rSeel? he r ^^"^ "^""'f'^' ""i "ith greater experience and 
ObSSi'tv T' emerged mto broader views of the truths of 

,^,^5^^^^ T ^"° Y!' '"'* ""^"'y' "'1 '^i « more gentle 
mfluence and sweetness to his character 

. ^^ 'J",.?'" 1*2'. D'- Green, with many others of similar reh- 
ired S R*f n -f "■ "■" "^j" Co.katio„al CtaS,^ 
in Dover T^ J""""™ " Second Congregational Society 
of S-eh; t k ''^■™ °'^."" °™ """J-' 'tough nearly 80 year, 
of age he took an active and prominent part, and especially m ereot- 

S'EersL^rf ril^'fr- \'"S° oommodious church, in which 
the Eev Samuel Knrkland Lothrop soon after was called to preach 
as the first pastor of the society; presiding in that ministry with 
eatafaetory «.] and fidelity for five years, until 1834, when he"" 
cdled away to a wider field of usefulness, to the p. tlrsh^ ofTh" 
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Brattle Squaie Church in Boaton, where lie happily officiates to this 
late day with no diminutioii of ardor and faith. 

Dr. Green and family were fond of friendly social intercourse, and 
hie doors were ever open and largely frequented by the refined and 
cultivated persons of both sexes, who appreciated their society and 
liberal hospitality. 

In the various ai^rs of the town, he took a lively interest, and 
under his charge the first echool-houae was built ; and for educational 
and religious purposes, the dissemination of the Scriptures at home 
and abroad, and support of the ministry, he was always a willing 
contributor. 

I"rom time to time he served as selectman, or as surveyor of the 
highways and by-waye, and now and then as moderator at the town- 
meetings, where the clashing parties of Federalists and Democrats 
met, with passionate party feeUnge, which at times raged with scarce 
controllable fury. 

From active mercantile business in 1811, he sought that domestic 
quietude with his devoted wife and femily he so fondly cherished, 
and there he largely indulged his taste in reading to their ever atten- 
tive ears. He was no hum-drum reader, but with a clear voice and 
superior elocutionary powers he rendered hia various readings pleas- 
ingly attractive, and this was his fondest daily enjoyment, up to the 
very verge of his prolonged years. 

My dear mother had but a feeble constitution, yet I never knew 
her depressed in spirits. Her well-stored, retentive memory made 
her society attractive to the old and young who frequented her house ; 
and as a wife and mother, she was in all her duties watchfully dili- 
gent and greatly endeared by her family. Her life was that of a 
liberal Christian, and she awaited her exit from this world with 
patient resignation, and in the happy belief of an unmediate entrance 
into a ftiture life of endless duration and happiness ; and thus 
she passed away, on the 3d of April, 1836, in the 77th year of her 
age. 

During those early times it was the prevailing fashion, whatever 
the hour of a friendly call, to invite the guest to imbibe as he might 
prefer from the several potations before him. The custom was a 
pernicious one, and when the temperance societies sprung up, 
Dr. Green, though always a most temperate person, was the 
first to enter his name on the list of "total abstinents," not from 
the least necessary restrictive requirement on his part, but because 
he hoped it might prove an efficient example for many of his fellow- 
townsmen, who were more or less demoralized by this habitual 
indulgence. 

He had no craving desire for official position or for public noto- 
riety. He was, however, honored by several governors of the state 
with a commission as justice of the peace, and was also chosen one 
of the delegates at large, and chairman of the state convention for 
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the adoption of the coiistitution of the United States. His vote 
gave a majority in its favor, an event of profoimd importance for 
New-Hampshire, to which tlie other assenting states were looking 
for this hoped for result, with no small doubt and distrust of feeling. 
_ He had a fond taste for horticulture, and in his garden it was 
hU daily enjoyment to spend a few hours in healthful exercise, 
where he gloried over his various fruits and dchcacies. Erom his 
wife's fej-m of 150 acres, four miles from town, most of the staple 
necessaries of life were produced, so that at his table, where there 
was no needless waste, there was a sufficiency to satisfy the keenest 
appetite or most dainty palate. His garden at one time had more 
than thirty peach ti:ees, most of which were killed by an untimely 
snow-storm in June, when they were in full blossom. The few 
which escaped during my boyhood I well remember for their luscious 
flavor. 

He was no lees fond of pomology, and during the fall season he 
took me behind hhn on his horse Whltey to the farm to assist in car- 
rying the implements for ingrafting his young thrifty apple orchard, 
and with eager eyes I watched the sound selected branch from which 
with fine saw he lopped off the upper portion. Next witii mallet 
and chisel midway the stalk was cleft for the wedge-cut scion's in- 
sertion where the two barks met to catch the up flowing sap in spring. 
Then with trowel the plastic clay was overiaid to hold firm the 
scions against the rude blasts of winter, and then the flaxen tow was 
wound around, and kstof all a bandage deftly festened, and all so 
^tistically done, as in a few years well repaid him with its ample 
fruitage. Several frees were grafted with scions cut from an aged tree 
in Massachusetts, the bark nearly destroyed by the wood-peckers, and 
hence its name of "Pecker-Apple." It attained a large size, re- 
sembling the well-known Baldwin, though firmer and handsomer ; and 
when ripe in mid-winter, it was with its crisp golden pulp and juicy 
flavor the most delicious apple I have ever eaten. 
_ Dr. Green was an ardent patriot and Federalist, a brave and con- 
sistent champion of that independence he had helped to win, and a 
zealous advocate for that constitution he had aided to establish. 
From early life to the last he was an opponent of the institution of 
slavery, and predicted that sooner or later the free and slave states 
would be involved in a bitter controversy on that account. That he 
was spared the reahzation of his fears, was a mercy to his sensitive 
heart. 

In his mode of life he aimed at no ostentatious show. Polite and 
affable m his deportment, he won the respect due to courteous man- 
ners. 

In personal appearance and contour of face, he was not unlike 
Gen. Washington, for whom he was often taken while in the army. 
In stature he was six feet three inches tall and proportionately large 
in frame; and whether walkhig or sitting, he always maintained a 
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very erect pouition The woodcut engraving which accompanies 
this sketch lepiesentM Di Green at die age of fifty-five years, 
and IS a ^erj periect outline likeness. The steel engraved por- 
trait 18 taken tiom a lather indistinct daguerreotype likeness when he 
was one hundred years of age. He had a sound, vigorous consti- 
tution, etiengthened and preserved by unifonn temperate Labita, 
diily physical exei-dse, early hours 
for retirement, and rising with the 
opening diy. At the age of 82 
1 ear** he feU and broke his thigh 
bone where it entered its eocliet; 
and httle did he or his physician 
beheve that at his advanced age 
[ it would ever unite, as it did after 
evonl months confinement to his 
I 1 so that in the course of time, 
ith the aid of crutch or cane, he 
I enabled to hobble about his 
J liuube and garden, and occasionally 
' to attend church. 

Ten years more had nearly 
elajioed when another more serious 
accident befel him. From an 
call) morning stroll in front of his 
hou^e, he came in doors, and stand- 
ing by the window reading, was 
suddenly proattitcd bickwird to the floor, seemingly, to him, by a 
violent bliw on his cnmum and bO wrenching his spinal column, as 
depri-ted him evei nfter of tU power of locomotion. Happily this 
accident wis unattended with pnon and there in liis cosey easy chair, 
with books papers &.c armmd him, his days and years flew apace 
without w eiiineus or comphint and with that sweet serenity of mind 
and cnlra <.hristnn patience which won the most devotioned care and 
affectionite lo\e of his two onlj surviving daughters. 

Prom his peisonil triend" he hid frequent social visits, and from 
strangers not a few fiom fai and near, attracted by his venerable 
age, 01 a desiie to hear him recount his varied experience during our 
revolution iry war Gioups too of merry children, for whom he had 
a kindly fondness, came oft«n with tasteful flowers to greet him. 
Such indeed was his uniform gentleness of disposition, and lively 
interest in all public and domestic affairs, that he left questionable evi- 
dence on the minds of not a few strangers, as to the extreme old 
age attributed to him. 

Here, in conclusion, I will add that, on learaing my dear father's 
indisposition, I hastened to see him, and found him suflTering some- 
M-hat, as it seemed, from the effects of a cold and cough. To gratify 
me he took some homoeopathic pellets I recommended, smilingly re- 
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marking that such an infinitesimal potion could neither kill nor cnre. 
Finding himself the next morning much relieved, he exclaimed 
that that was not what he desired, " for it has been my daily prayer 
the last year to my Heavenly Father, to take me to himself, and I 
believe he has kept me here a year longer, for my ceaseless impor- 
tunity." Whereat I asked, have you not enjoyed your usual good 
heallii and happy intercourse with your devoted daughters and 
friends ? O yes ! that I have, and every worldly comfort and enjoy- 
ment I desire, but now I long to depart. Like the late renowned 
Mrs. Mary Someryille, of England, he dreaded the possibility of his 
physical powers outliving hia mental faculties ; and then said, "what 
an incubus I should be to my loving daughters, who would then 
wish me in my grave." 

Happily was it that he was exempt from all those fretful, fractious 
feelings to which aged people are occasionally subject. Such was 
his universal cheerful temperament and mental activity, that his death 
to his idolizing daughters was no less grievous than that of a darling 
child to a fond mother; and so it was, that this eminently good and 
venerable man's prayer was soon after my visit indulged, and on 
July 25, 1847, he expired at the veiy advanced age of 101 years 
and 28 days, retaining to his last hour a clear unclouded mind, and 
with the full fiiith and confiding hope of entering a future world of 
progressive improvement and happiness. 

On the one hundredth anniversary of Dr. Green's birth-day, the 
28th of June, 1846, his former friend and pastor, the Rev. Samuel 
K. Lothrop, of Boston, preached in Dover a commemorative dis- 
course' on this event, and from its appendix I make the following 
extract : — 

Dr. Green is still able to employ himself with hooks for several liours 
every day. He reads the papers, and teeps himself well informed upon all 
public atfairs, and retains his interest in them. As an evidence of the de- 
claration that " the intellect and the heart have been slightly touched by 
time," I am permitted to publish the following extracts from a record, made 
in my journal, of an interesting interview had with him after service on the 
Sunday on which the sermon was preached. I had said that he was so well 
and strong that perhaps hia life would still be prolonged some years ; to 
which he replied — " I know not how long I may live. Death was always a 
very solemn and affecting thing to me. When a young man nothing affected 
or impressed me so much as a funeral. It has been so through life and is 
so now. I contemplate death with awe. It is a solemn thing to die, to 
exchange worlds, to enter upon an untried, spiritual, eternal state of being, 
of which we can form no adequate conceptions. To appear before an 
omniscient God, to account for the deeds done in the body, all of them, 
through a long life, is a solemn thing; I feel it to be so — I have always felt 
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it. Bat I thank Gfod that I am able to contemplate him aa my Father ia 
Heaven. Through Jesus Christ, the mediator, I have hope in his mercy, 
and a perfoct.trust in his patei-nal goodness." * * * * 

These observations, and others in a similar strain, were made spon- 
taneously, with pauses in which he seemed to be collecting his thoughts, hut 
with only a single question put to him on my part. I publish them, not on 
account of the particular religious opinions which they express, but for the 
evidence they afford of the unabated vigor and activity of his intellect at the 
age of an hundred years. I have given very nearly his esact words. He 
was much affected during the utterance of these sentiments, and evidently 
spoke from the hottom of an earnest and sincere heart The interview was 
exceedingly interesting, and left on those present the impression that he was 
ripe for the Kingdom of Heaven, and that an old age surrounded by so 
many comforts, with the intellect and the heart so little impaired, was not 
so sad and gloomy a period as we sometimes imagine. 

In June, 1846, he received the following letter, from Daniel 
Webster : 

Washington, June 17, 1846. 

Mt Dear Sir : — I hope yoa remember me at that period of my life, 
when I was in the habit of attending the Courts at Dover, and when I had 
the pleasure of enjoying your society and hospitality. 

And I hope tt^t in subsequent life I have made some efforts which you 
have approved, for the maintenance of those political principles to which, as 
a friend and follower of Washington, you have ever been attached, and 
which I have heard you so often and so intelligently defend. This is the 
day* on which you complete the hundredth year of your age. Will you allow 
me, therefore, to greet you, to-day, with a respectful and friendly letter, 
congratulating you on the degree of strength, mental and bodily, which 
Providence allows you to enjoy, so lar beyond the lot of man, and tender- 
ing to you my cordial and affectionate good wishes for your continued healtb 
and happiness. I send you a copy of a speech lately made by me in the 
senate, and remain, dear sir, 

Tour friend and ohediont servant. 

Dr. Ezra Green. Daniel Webhtee. 

To my cousin the Hon. James D. Glreen, of Cambridge, Mass., 
I am indebted for the following authentic annals from hie manuscript 
volume, in the library of the New-England Historic, Genealogical 
Society, in Boston, relative to his and my father's earliest progenitors. 

Dr. Green's earliest ancestor who came from England to this country, 
was; 

1. James' Gkeen, yeoman, 24 years. He was an inhabitant of Charles- 
town, 1634, and admitted freeman of the colony in 1647, purchasing lands 
and settling in " Mystic Fields," since called Maiden. He died March 29, 
1687, aged 77 years, leaving a widow and two sons, John and James. Af- 
ter a proper provision for his widow and son James, he willed his "lands 
and housing thereon " lo his son John. 
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_ 2. John' (James'), the oldest son of James, was born about 1650 and 
died at tho age of 59, leaving a widow, three daughters and one son, 
Samuel, to whom, after providing for his widow and daughters, he hy will 
gave all his lands in Maiden and Charlestown " to him and his heirs for- 
ever." 

3. Samuel' (John' James'), who was bom in 1 679, was a representative 
of the town in the general court in 1742. His wife died at the age of 72, 
and he died February 21, 1761, at the age of 82, leaving four sons : James, 
John, Timothy and Eara, and one daughter, Mary Dana. To his beloved 
son Ezra, he by will gave all the remainder and residue of his real and per- 
sona! estate, he paying his debts, funeral expenses and the various bequests 
to his other children and granddaughters. 

4. Ezka' (Samuel,' John," James'), was bom in 1714, and married 
Sarah Hutchinson, who died July 7, 1741, at the age of 26 years. His 
second wife, Eunice Buvrell, of Lynn, died October 20, 17(50, aged 47, 
leaving two sons, Ezra and Bernard. For his third wife, he married Mary 
Vinton, by whom he had one son, Aaron. Said Ezra Green was deacon of 
the church in Maiden, selectman and representative in the general court 

- during the years of 1760, '61 and '62. He died AprU 28, 1768, at the age 
of 54 years. By his will, after providing for his beloved widow Mary, he 
gave to his son Ezra twenty acres of lacd in Chelsea, and about five acres 
near " Penny Ferry," apart from what he had paid for his collegiate and 
medical education, and the gift of a horse, which he deemed equivalent to the 
homestead, real and personal (except what he had disposed of to his son 
Aaron, besides his collegiate educational expenses), which he bequeathed to 
his son Bernard, making as it did the fifth generation, and embracing more 
than two hundred years since its first purchase by James Green in 1 610. 

Dr. Green was in his second year's naval service, when, by the Kev. 
Jeremy Belknap, he was married to Susanna Hayes in the twentieth year 
of her age. She was then reputed to have been quite handsome and a great 
favorite with all her acquaintance. She had a delicate and petite figure, 
nut-brown hair, shading bright hazel eyes that lit up her regular cut 
features with a winning expression, which played over a soft transparent 
complexion, lovely as a fresh-blown rose. 

Her father's will, making his estate reversionary in the event of his 
daughter's decease without issue, happily placed her and her husband in no 
such unpleasant dilemma; for in the brief time of nineteen years, thirteen 
children were born to them, viz.: 

i. EtmicE.b. July 1,1780; d. Oct. 7, 1783. 

ii. Eeubbh Hayra, b. Aug. 20, 1783, 

lit, Chaeles, b. March 26, I7B5; d. April fl, 1854. 

iv. Deborah Shackfoed, b. March 20, 1787 ; d. Maj 7, 1860. 

7. Sarah, b. Oct. 19, 1788; d, Nov. 3, 1874. 

vi, Samuel, b. Jan. 4, 1790 ; d. Jan. 23, 1791. 

vii. MABTHA.b. July 13, 1791; d. Nov. S5, 1793. 

Tiii. EuNiCB, b. Oct, 8, 1793 ; d. May 35, 1839. 

is. A Datjohtee, b. July 15, 1794; still-born, 

s. Mahtha, b. June 9, 1795 ; d. Aas. 3, 1795. 

si. A Son, b. April 37, 1796 ; still-born. 

xii. Samuei,, b. Oct. 5, 1797; d. Nov. 3, 1823. 

xiii. Walter Cooper, b. July 1, 1799. 

My mother's earliest paternal ancestor* in America, 
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1. John' HiTES, is said to have emigrated from Scotland about 1680, 
and settled in Dover, New -Hampshire. He had a grant of land in 1693. 
By his wife Mary Horn, he had seven sons and three daughters, viz. : 

3. i. John, b. 1686. vi. William, b. Sept. 6, lfi99. 

ii Peter. vii. Benjamin, b, , 1700. 

iii. Rkuebn. ^'iii. A Daughter, m. Phipps. 

IT. IoHAiioi>,b. March 13. 1691-2. is. A Daughter, in. Ambrose, 
v. Samuel, b. Mareh 18, 1694-5. s. A DAuanTKR. 

2. John' (John'), married Mrs. Tomson, and lived at Tolc-End, four 
miles from Dover corner. He was a deacon of the First Congregational 
Society in Dover. They had eight children, viz. ; 

i. Ann, b. June 3, 1718. 
3. ii. Reuben, b. May 8, 1730 ; d. 1763. 
iii. Joseph, b. March 15. 1733. 
iv. Benjauin, b. March 6, 1733. 
V. Mehitabel, b. Deo. 11, 173S. 
vi. John, went to North Yarmouth, Maine, to reside. 
vii. Elijah, went to Berwick, Maine, 
viii, IcHABOD, went to Berwicl;, Maine. 

3. Reuben^ (John," John'), was born May 8, 1720. He lived at Tole- 
End and married Abigail Shackford, by whom he had only one child, viz. ; 

i. Susanna, b. March 33, 1759. 
Reuben Hayes died in 1762, at the early age of 42 years, and by his will, 
after a hberal provision for his wife Abigail, he gave all the residue of his 
estate, real and personal, to his only child Susanna Hayes, consisting of his 
farm of 150 acres at Tole-Eud, with this reservation that, in case " his said 
daughter Suaanna, at her decease, should leave no issue of her body lawfully 
begotten surviving, then my will is that, my whole estate that shall then be 
remaining, bolh real and personal, shall revert and be divided among my 
four Brethren, namely, Benjamin, John, Ichabod and Elijah Hayes." 
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DIARY OF mi. EZRA GREEN, 



Poitsmoutk lioad, N'ov. 1st, 1777. Saturday. — Between the 
hours of 8 & 9 thifi morning weigh'd anchor and proceeded to Sea 
with a moderate breeze, before night losteightof the American shore. 

Sunday, Nov. Ind.—A. very fine morning and a favorable wind, 
all well on boanl— except some few who are a little Seasick. 

Friday, Nov. 1th. — A strong gale at Northwest which carrye us 
10 knots. ^ 

Thursday, Nov. IZth. — About seven this morning saw a sail on 
our lee Bow distant about 2 Leagues, gave chase and spoke her about 
12 o'clock, a Brig from Carolina bound for Bordeaux with several 
Tory Passengers on Board, among whom were Hartley the Organ- 
ist & his wife. 

Friday^ Nov. 14iA.— This Morning at 5 o'clock came up a severe 
Thunder Storm from the southwest. 

Saturday, 15th. — Last evening came on a gale of wind which 
increas'd till about 3 this morning when- it began to abate, in the 
hight of the gale a sail was seen under our lee Quarter, hove too 
till she came up, a Schooner from St. Peters bound to Bordeaux. 

Sunday, 16th. — A fresh Breeze, and high Sea from the late 
Gale, about 10 o'clock our tiller Rope broke by which we were in 
great Danger of the Consequences of the Ship's broaching to. 

Wediiesday, 19th. — About six this morning saw a Sail under our 
lee Quarter, gave Chase or rather bore away tUl we came within 

' The Eangef 18, was buLIt 1777. on Langdoii's Iflland, Portsmouth Harbor, by order of 
Congress, under the direction of Colonel JameB Hackett. 

On the Hth of June, 1777, Congress Resoleed, That Capt. John Panl Jones be appointed 
to command the ship RanKet, and under date PhlUdelphla, June 18, 1777, the marine 
«>mmittee write to htm, -' Ton are appointed to the command of the Eanyer, lately built at 
l-ortsmouth. Col. Whipple, thu bearer of this, carciee with him the resolves of CooEress 
appitotuig yon to this command, and antliorizhig him, Col, Longdon, and you to appoint 
the o^er commissioned as well as warrant officers necessary for tbia ship, and he has ivith 
•ii™ wank commissions and warrants for this purpose." 

Though great diligence was used by Jonea Id equipping the B*nger, she was not ready 
to proceed on her destination until the middle of October. Twenty-six guns hail been pro- 
vided for the ship, but Jones exercised great judgment in mounting only eighteen on her, 
ai he considered: from her size and.slisht construction, that she would be more serviceable 
with eighteen than with a greater nnmber. The fbllowing extracts from his letter to the 
?« '"1.™*^°'!,"^ ''"*'* "'='■ ^' ^^^^' *'™ ^=y* ^^^'^ sailing, gives a lively idea of the 
d^cultles he had to contend with, and the poverty of our resources. " With all my Indas- 
trj I could not get a single suit of sails completed until the 20th cnrrent Since that time 
winds and weather have hiid meundertheneceesity of continuing In port. At this time 
itblowsa very heavy gale from the noMlieast. The ship with difflcnity rides it oat, with 
yards and topmasts struck and whole cables ahead. When it clears up I expect the wind 
ft'om the northwest, and shall not M\ to embrace it, although I have not now a spare sail 
nor materials to make one. Some of those I have are made of hissings. 1 never before 
had such disagreeable service l« perform, as that which I have now accomplished and of 
which anothei' will claim the credit as well as tJie profit. However, In doing my utmost I 
am sensible that I have done no more ihaii my duty," 

Thns imperfectly equipped, having a very good crew, bnt " only thirty gallons of rum," 
BR .TonPB TRvnfints f^^thi.,^ ... ^.i-^i, ™. ,i.g pKggage, the Ranger sailed ftom Portsmouth 
■s Life of Paul Jones. 
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about a mile of Her found Her to be a large Ship standing Our 
course clued up Our Courses and hawl'd Our wind — got ready for 
Action ehe standing on Ler course close to the wind, wore Ship 
when it was too late, continued the chase till night and lost Her. 

Satui-day, iVow. ^ind. — At nine o'clock this morning saw a Sail 
on our weather Beam — little wind ; One of Our People fell from 
the Chains but was aafcd by a Eope's End handed Him. 

Sunday, iVbw. 23rd. — Early in the morning saw a Sail supposed 
to be the same we saw yesterday, came up with and made a Prize 
of — about 8 o'clock, a Brig laden with fruit and wine from Malaga 
bound to Yarmouth, Riches Comm'. — She ie called the Mary — there 
are no less than six sail in sight at this Time. 

Monday, Nov, Mth. — Spoke a Schooner from Malaga bound to 
Liverpool vessel and Cargo owned by a Portugal Merch', 

Tuesday, 25th. — Last night spoke a Ship & Snow bound to 
Prance, — and are now chasing a vessel under Our lee Bow, at J 1 
at night came up with & made a Prize of the Brig George from 
Malaga bound to London iaden with fruit and wine, ehe was com- 
manded by BulSnch. 

Wednesday, 26tk. — Early in the morning gave chase to a Brig 
under our lee Bow, but were obliged to give over Chase on seeing 
a very large Ship to windward with several other Sail in Company 
she appeared to be standing athwart us, about 2 she hove too with 
a Fleet of 13 Sail of Ships & Brigs at 2 Leagues Distance, clewed 
up Our Courses & stopp'd our Ship's way expecting every minute 
when she would come down upon us about 4 she stood on her Course, 
we made sail close to the wind with a design to cut oiFa.Brig which 
could not keep up with the Convoy, lost her in the night. 

Thursday, 27. — A fresh gale from the S. W. in tlie afternoon 
vear'd a Barrel of Beef astern for the Brig, Sea running High she 
carelessly ran upon our Larboard Quarter but did no other Damage 
than breaking our Driver Boom — at 10 at Night saw several Sail 
spoke one of them found them all to be Dutch Daugers. 

Saturday, 2Qth. — A very heavy gale, hove too at night in the 
Bay of Biscay 60 Leagues distant from Land. 

Sunday, SOth. — Pine weather and a strong wind in the night 
hove too and sounded in 80 Pathom water. 

Monday, Dec. I . — Saw Land from mast Head at 10 in the morn- 
ing, with fine weather, 

Tuesday, Deo. 2nd. — Ran in for the Land with a fine moderate 
Breeze, narrowly escap'd running on a Sand through want of a Pilot 
and arrived all in good spirits at Peanbeauf on the River Loii-e and 
came to anchor in the evening. 

Wednesday, 3rd. — "Wrote a Letter to Capt. Shackford at L'Ori- 
ent and inclos'd one to my very good friend Cooper — favour'd by 
Cap'. Mutchemore.' 

' Tlie letter W his fiiend Cooper is given in the Memoir. 
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Frlda>j, Dec. 5M.— The Prize Brig Mary arrived here safe- 
went to Nantez with.Capt. Simpson arriv'<l at 9 in theEvenino- this 
is a very considerable City distant 10 Leagues from Penbeauf am 
told there are 12 Parishes in Nantes in one of which are 30,000 Souls. 

Saturday, Dec. 6. — Went to the Tragedy but it was to me in 
an unknown Tongue, was not maoh pleased or entertained, however 
the Musick was good. 

8u,nd-j,y, DzG. 7. — Returned to Peanbeauf, and on board the 
Panger. 

Friday, 13 i^ei.— Set sail for Quiberon Bay M'. Wilhama '& 
Brother on board, in company with us Brig Independence, anchored 
m the Bay about six in the Evening, 4 Ships of the Line besides 
Frigates in the Bay. 

Saturday, Utk Fcby.—Very Squaly weather, came to Sail at 
4 o'clock P. M. saluted the french Admiral & rec'd nine guns in 
return this is the first salute ever pay'd the American flagg. 

Sunday, Uth Feb'y.—'Bng Independence saluted" the french 
Plagg which was retum'd.' 

Wednesday, 2bth Feb'y.-~Fleet got underway and left us at 
anchor contrary to Expectations, about 12 O'clock it being very 
windy we came to sail, ran out of the Bay without a Pilot, attempted 
to the Northward of Belisle, but did not succeed, put back hoping- to 
ruBmto the Bay again, but could not -weather the Eocks. in "the 
midst of our Trouble having narrowly escap'd over setting the Ship, 
were alarm'd with the cry of Fire— after all our endeavours to pro- 
cure a Pilot were in vam, <fe night coming on, bore away and raa 
out to the Leward of the Island, very squaly still. 

Thursday, 26.— Arrived in Quiberon-Bay again the Evenin<r 
after a short but very tedious & unprofitable Cruize. 

Ihesday, March Srd — Weigh'd anchor and, came to Sail in fine 
weather & smooth water, sail'd along the Coast about 25 Leagues 
and came to anchor in a small Bay near a small village called Beno- 
dett, had a curious Adventure with a french Pilot who came on Board 
to pilot the Ship but would not be compell'd to take charge of her. 

' Jones, In bis letter lo the naval committee, dated Feb. 22, 1778, ceporHns this imnor- 
tant recognition of onr flag, says ;— , , r- ■= i" ^ im^u. 

™n flf^fi^r1h» ^J;%™ " '" "^ ^'"f, ■« ^o'^ratnlate joa on my having seen the Amerl- 
v^^' t i^l' "S^' '?5PS.?'»ed In the fullest and complolest manner by the flag of 

France 1 w^ off Uiis bay [Quiberon Bay] on the 13th InsLUnd sent my boat in the next 
Oaylclinowirtlie Admiral would return iny salute. He answered that he would return 
tomeasthese!)lor,coneinentalofflcerlnEarope,tb6 same salute as he was authorized to 
return to an Admiral of Holland, or any other republic, which was four cons leas than the 
salute given. I hesitated ai thls,/or Ihaddema^g^forgttn. 

Therefore I moored In the entrance of the Bay at a distance from the French fleet ; 
but after a very partionUr inquiry, on the Wth, flndina that he really told the truth, I wal 
mdneed to accept his offbr, the more a, i( ™« «„ aJk^kdgmantof Aniericanll^en. 

"The wind being contrm- and blowing hard. It was after sunaet before the Ranger was 
nearenonghto salul* La Motte Piqnet ivilli thirteen guns, which he returned with nine 
^nT,hT' ? P"* '!'«'"«««'■ ■>«J'»<1 -^ tloabt, I did not sSrer the Ii«lien™Qnce to s^u"; 
until the next momiiis, when J sent word to the Admiral that I would sTil through his fleet 

K^&'tZStn^'g^i^I^''^" ^''^ ^« ""^ «^--""«'^ P'^-"^ -' -'--^ 
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Thursday, March ^th. — Went with Joseph RatelifF to Pontlably 

and procured good lodginge for Him supposing the Eruption (which 
came out last night) to be Small Pox — we were treated with great 
respect ns we were Americans, were waited on near half a mile to 
the Boat and on parting gave them 3 Cheers which was answered 
with vive Le Congres. 

Friday, March &th. — This morning (being fine weatlier) came 
to sail, in the morning went through of Passage Duroi ; saw a large 
Ship to the leward which we thought was a Frigate & the same we 
saw yesterday : She fail'd in attempting to get through the Passage 
and stood off. 

Saturday, March 7th. — Came to anchor in Piildavids Bay not f;ir 
from the Eiver of Brest. 

Sunday, March %th. — Weigh'd and beat up towards Brest came 
too in Camaritt's Bay 4 Leagues from Brest. 

[AtBrest] Tuesday, March lOiA. — Lastnigbt eight of our People 
took the Cutter and went on shore and ran off leaving the Boat on 
the Rocks. 

Friday, March "iZth. — Seven of eight Deserters were bro't hack 
imder guard & confined in Irons. 

Saturday, 14(A March. — "VYent to Brest with Capt, Jones & Lt. 
Simpson ; had a slight view of the Fortifications, Shipping, and 
Dock-Yards — retum'd in the Evening. 

Sunday, 15(A. — I had the pleasure of entertaining the Commis- 
earies Lady & two Sisters on Board the Ranger. 

Wednesday, 18(A. — Last night died after a lingering BIness for 
more than three weeks Will"" Reading — His remains were decently 
interr'd about 11 oclock A.M. — P.M. the Ladies came to pay Capt. 
Jones a visit as he was absent when they pay'd us the first Visit. 

Monday, 2drd March. — Got under way and ran up to Brest ; 
saluted the Admiral, rec'd the news of L*. Stormont's having left 
Paris on receiving a copy of the Treaty with America. 

Thursday, tnd April. — Got up anchor pay'd the french fiagg 
another Salute rec'd, 11 for 13 — One of our Seamen narrowly es- 
cap'd drowning ; when the Ship was coming to sail was turned off 
from the Spritsail Yard the Ship went over Him, but He was luckily 
taken up by the Man who was in the Cutter which was veard astern 
arriv'd at Camaritt about 5 O'clock P.M. and came to anchor. 

Friday, Zrd April. — Our Ship being laid on Shore for cleaning 
I went with our Pilot & L', Wallingsford to take a view of the New 
Fort which is building on an Eminence at the distance of three miles 
from Camaritt. 

Sunday, 5 April. — Attempted to get out to sea with the Fortuna 
of 36 guns but were oblig'd to return to Brest, 

Wednesday, 8(A. — Made a second Attempt to get out & fail'd. 

Friday, lOM, — About 5 O'clock P.M. came to Sail in Company 
with the Frigate [Fortuna] — were detained by the Cutter which was 
sent after Sand to Camaritt. 
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Saiurday, l^th.' — Fine weather but no Convoy to be seen, about 
10 in the morning saw a sail to windward which pvov'd quite con- 
trary to oiu- feai-s to be the Fortuna — we were all ready for action 
when she came alongside of us. 



^, 14(A.— bur Convoy left ua, sooner than Capt. Jones 
Expected which He resented but could not prevent. 

Tuesday, 15 April. — Early in the morning saw a Brig under 
our Lee Bow, aboiit 8 o'clock spoke her : from Ostend to Galway 
laden with Flaxseed took the People their Baggage &c. on board 
scuttled and left Her.' 

Wednesday, IWi. — Made some part of Ireland in the morning 
Buppos'd to be the high Land of Dungarvin. 

Thursday llth. — Saw a Ship in the afternoon under our lee Bow, at 
Sun's setting spoke Her^a Ship of about 350 Tons ftom London for 
Dublin laden with Hemp Iron Porter &c &c. ordered her to Brest." 

Saturday, l^th. — Made a warm attempt to take a Cutter mount- 
. ing 8 Guns, she slipped through Our Fingers, had the Captain have 
permitted the Marines to fire on them when they first came under 
our lee Quarter might have taken Her with great Ease. 

Sunday, 20th. — In the momiug near the Isle of Man sunk a 
schooner laden with Bai-ley & Oats about 60 Tons burthen from some 
part of Scotland, in the Evening sunk a Sloop in ballast from Ireland.' 

Monday, 21s*.— Bore down for Belfast Loch, took a fishing Boat 
with 4 Men in sight of a Ship at anchor they informed Us that she 
was a Man of war of 20 guns ; we made sail and stood oflP about an 
Hour, when the Capt. ordered the ship to be put about in order to 
go in and cut her out, but the wind blowing fresh and the people un- 
willing to undertake it we stood oif and on till .midnight when the 
People consenting and the wind having lulled a little we stood into the 
River but it being somewhat Dark did not drop our Anchor so as to 
lay her along side, therefore were oblig'd to cut and run out, which 
we were very lucky in effecting.' 

' Saturday was the 1 1th ApriT, 1778. From this entry to that on Fridny the 241h, there 
13 a discrepftncy of one day between the day of the week and the month. 

Jones, m his report to the American coram IsElonePB, written on the 27th of May, ftom 
arest, says : On the UthI t«olc aBriaantine between .Scilljand Cape Clear, bound for Os- 
tend, wltEiacargo of flaxseed fbr Ireland, sunhher,ani} proceeded into St. Georee's Channel." 
, Jones eaUs this ship the Lord Chatbam, and says that she was captured almost wliliin 
Gigut 01 iiec port. 

Ji Jones says with regard to these afll^rs : " On the ISth, in Glentine bay, on the Pouih 
coast of Scotland, I met with a revenue wherry; it being the common practice of these 
vessels to board merchant ships, the Banger then having no externa] appearance of war, 
illT'^h^h'* *"* ''''I '^™'" '^°''^ ^'"^ alongside. I was, however, mistaken ; for 
though .tJie men were at their quaiiers, yet this vessel outsailed the Eanger, and got clear 
in spre of a severe cannonitde. 

"The nest morning f 19th) otf the Mull of Galloway, I found myself so near a Scotch 
CoHsting Schooner, loaded with barley, that I oonld not avoid sinking her. Understanding 
mat there were ten or twelve sdl of merchant ships, twsides a Tender briganthie with a 
number of impressed men on board, at anchor in toehran in Sootlrtnd, I tftught this en- 
I™?,^";?^"'^"'^*'^",."'"'! but the wind, which at the first wonld have served eqnally 
well tosaliinor out ofthel^ch, shifted in a hard squall, so as to blow almost directly 
m. with an appearance of bad weatiiei-. I was therefore obliged to abandon my projeci. 
!,„ ff "h^ ,Vif^'' "^ ""^'"^ ^" steering for the Clyde, 1 g«ve chase, in hopes ot catting 
her off ; bat finding my endeavoi^ mefifectaal, I pursued no further than the Bock of Ailson. 
In the evemng I fell m with a sloop fi-om Dublin, which I sunk." 
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Tuesday, 2^nd. — Stood oif and on all Day with a design to make 
another Trial if tlie wind lull'd at night there being no signs of more 
moderate weather wore ship and, stood back towards Galway MuU — 
Our people very much fatigued. 

Wednesday, 2^rd.' — Weather somewhat more mo<lei'ate & our 
people a little recruited, Our enterprising Capt. with about 30 men 
went on shore about 11 P.M. with a Design to fire the Town of 
M'hitehaven,' 

1 Jones in his report says; "Tlie 2l3t, being near Cflriiclnfergns, a fishing boat cama 
off wiituli 1 detained. I saiv a, slilp at tuichor in tho ronci, whluli 1 was Infurmed by the 
fiBhermen was the British ahip of war Dralte, of twenty gnus. I deisrmined do attaclt her 
in tho night; my plun was bj overlay her cable, ani! to mil upon lier bow, so as to have all 
her deciis open and exposed to our ransqaetry, &c. ; at the same time, it was mj intention 
to liave secnfod the enemy by grapplinga, so itiai, had they out their cables, they would not 
have attained any advantage. The wind was bigh, and unfortnnately the anuhor was 
not let go as soon as the order was given, so that the Ranger was brought to npon the ene- 
iny's qnartersat the distance of hnlf a cable's length. We had made no warlilce appearance, 
of course had given no alarm; this determined me to cnC hnmedialely, which might ap- 
pear as if the ca]>lB had parteil, and at tlie aama time enable me, after making a tack otit 
of the Loch, to retom with the same prospect of advantage which I had at first. I was 
howerer prevented IWim tstnrnlng. as I i^th difficulty weathered the iight-hoiiso on the 
lee-side of the Locti, and as tiie ^e increaaed. The weatlier now became so very stormy 
and serere, and the sea ran so high, that I was obliged to take shelter under the south shore 
of Scotland." 

' Jones's account of this important alfair is as follows;— 

" Tiie 22d introduced fair weather, though the three l:lngdoms were, as fhr as the eye 
conld reach, covered with snow. I now resolved once more to attempt Whitetiayen ; but 
the wind became very light, so that the ^hip would not in proper time approach so near as 
I had intended. At midnight I lilt the ship with two ikiats and tbirty-one volunteers ; 
when we reached the outar pier the day began to dawn ; I would not, however, abandon 
my enterpilse, but despatched one boat under tho du;eclion of Mr. Hill and Lient. Wulling- 
ford, with the necessary combastlbles to set fire to the shipping on the north aide of the 
barbor, while I went with the other pmiy to attempt the south side. I was successful In 
scaling the walls and spiking up all the cannon in the first ibrt; finding the sentinels shut up 
in ttie guard house, they were secured' without being hurt. Having Hxed sentinels, I now 
took with me one man only (Mr. Green], and spiked up all the cannon in the southern 
fort, distant ftom the others a quarter of a tniie. 

"Oh my return from this business, I itMurally expected to see the fire of Che ships on the 
north side, as well as to find my own party with every thing in readiness to set fire to the 
shipping on the south; tnsiead of this, I found the boat under the direction of Mr. Hill 
and Mr. Wallingibrd retarned, and tbe parly in some contU^on, their light having burnt 
out at the instant when it became necessary. By the strangest otailty, my own party were 
ID the same situation, the candies being all burnt out. The day too came on apace, yet I 
would by no means retract while any Iiopes of success remained. Having ag^n placed sen- 
tinolH, a [ifcbi was obtained at a house diiyoinod from the town, and a fire was kindled in the 
steerage of a large sliip, which was surrounded by at least one hundred and fltty others, 
eliiefly (rora two to fonr tmndred tons burden, and lying side by side, agronnd unsnrround- 
ed by the water. There were, besides, from seventy lo a hundfed 1^^ ships on the north 
arm of the harl>or, aground clear of the water, and divided fnaa the rest only by a stone 
pier of a ship's height. I should (would) have kindled fires in other places If tho lime 
had permitted ; as It did not, our care was to prevent the one kindled ih)m being easily extin- 
guished. After some search, a Imrrei of tar was foumj, and poured into the flames, wluch 
now ascended from all the katchwi^s. The inhabitants began to appear in thousands, and 
Individuals ran hastily towards us. I stood between them and the snip on fire, with a pis- 
tol in my hand, and ordered them lo retire, which they did with precipitation. The flames 
had already raugbt in the rigging, and began to ascend themalitmast; thesnn viaa a full 
hour's march above the horizon, and as sleep no longer ruled the world, it was time to re- 
tire. We re-embarked without opposition, having released a number of prisoners, as onr 
boal£ conld not carry them. Afler all my people had embarked, I stood upon the pier for 
a considerable space, yet no person advanced; I saw ail the eminences' around tho town 
covered with the amazed Inhabitants. 

" When we had rowed to a considerable distance from the shore, the English began to 
run in vast numbers to their forts; tbcir disappointmcnls may easily be imagined wiien 
they foand, I suppose, at least thirty heavy cannon I'cndcred useless. At length, however, 
they began to fire, having, as I apprehend, either bronglit down ship's gnns, or used one 
or two cannon which lay on the beach at Uio foot of the WHiis, dismounted, and which had 
not been spiked. They fired with no direction, and the shot tilling shoi-t of the boats, 
instead of doing us any damage nlforded some diversion ; which my people could not help 
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Thursday, Mth. — After watching the night and all the i..„,^..,- 
till broad day light in expectation of seeing the smoke of the Town 
and Shipping (ascend as the smoke of a Funiace) began to fear that 
Our People had fallen into the Enemies Hands ; however about half 
an hour aft«r sun rise we discovered two small Boats at a great Dis- 
tance coming out of the Eivers mouth, and clouds of smoke arising 
from the Shipping, soon after we saw them fire on the Boats from 
the Shore, but most of the Cannon being spiked up by our People 
they could do but very little the Boats were soon out of their Reach 
and came along-eide with 3 prisoners for one left behind. 

The same Day crossed over to the other side of the Bay to the 
Mull of Galway Capt. Jones with Lt. Wallingsford and about 12 
Men went on shore [at St. Mary's Isle] with design to take 
L . Selkirk, Prisoner. As he was not at Home and no man 
in the House, for the salse of his Lady & her Company tJiey 
came oif without doing any further Damage than plundering Him 
of Plate to the amount of (aa near as I can judo-e) 1601b wei.'ht 
• of Silver.' ° 

Fi-iday, 24M.— Early in the morning our Capt. proposed makint. 
a second attempt to cut out the Ship in Caracfergiis, which was novv 
within a small Distance, the People both officers & men diseovr'd 
gread unwillingness to make tlie attempt. Capt. Jones notwithstand- 
ing declar'd publiekly his determination to go in, in short it seem'd im- 
possible to avoid it for the Tide & what little wind there was, had 

sliowing, by diBcharRing their ptetolfi, &e. In return of the salate. Snd it been possible to 
have landed a few hoars sooner, my success would have been complete. Nota sVki" hip 
oeen aDio t« save the town. What was done, however, is luffldent to show, that not bit 
their boasted nnvy can protect thdr own coasts ; and tfau the scenes of dlstrei. which thtv 
have occasioned in America, may soon be brougbt home to their own Xc. 'One of^ 
people was missinffi and must f f^r, have ihjfen into the enemy-B bands after our deC^ 
K 1 "SB pieced that in tins business we neither killed or wounded any person I 
broagbt off three prisoners as a snmpfe," vu «uj yBison. i 

In a memorial to congress Jones says, "His first object was to secure an exchansw of 
prtsonc'sh. Europe, anS his second to putan end, byo'ne good fire™ England, "fl^ip- 
fhe^pJ^vMLn™^.""^';?/ 'S t!°J"f>Ct'>'^ he expresses the opinion, that had hl^%n4^ hi 
the Providence and Alfred been wlUl him In the Ranger, two hundred and fifty to thr^ 
hundred iaigesMps-at Whitehaven would have been laid in ashes. In the Ranger's lo^- 
hookthemanieft on shore Is named David Smith, and !t was thought he remldned on 

h«™;?i^Tr'^' T^ '^^' ""-^f ^f -^^^ "*■ ^'*«'^. "« save Infbrmi^onr^veS 
houses that fire had been set lothc ships. ■ d uu suvcim 

' TSe oasmpted Seizwe of tfie Earl of Selkirk, &c.-On the 8th of May followine Jones 
JT^ ^Ti^^'T^ ^ '"^ ''°'i'"1f-^ "i ^^'J''"'- "'^^ '-^sard to the tahing of tmr&, that 
o^e^^tXpediSr ""' """' "* "" ""* '"■P™^^ °' "" ^- ^'' «•- -P'^-^ the 

"Knowing Lord Selkirk's Interest with the King, and esteeming as I do his private cha- 
racter,! wished to make him the happy instrument of alieviittlng (he horrors oi a, hopcl^ 
captivity, when the brave are overpowered and made prisoners of war," and " it was mv 
intention to have taken him on bi^rd the Ranger, and to have detiiined htai nntil, throaeh 
tUia niMuis, a g^eral and thir exchange of prisoners, as well in Enrape as in America had 

Ji^vU^^"' ^^'""f" I"?/ iW^'^'^'^'^r"'' ■"«"""'"" I -"^^ "t"'" landing, that hii 
l,ordship was absent, I walked back to my boat, determined to leave the Island Bv thn 
.3*SL™'' !»"J« "^f" ■"■•'0 "«^ ^^ lie. <««ld not forbear expressing their d^con- 
tent,ob3ervmg that, in America, no delicacy was shown by the English, who took away 
^'h°ZS* I'^T^b, P^P^^y-^'ti^S to not only h, .towns, and to the housS of^ 
jieh, wiriiout dislmction, hut not even sparing the wi-etched hamlets and milch cows of the 
poor and helpless, at the approach of an inclement winter. That parly had been wltli me 
the same mormngat Whitehaven ; some comphtlsanee, therefore, was their due. I had but a 
moment to thmk how I might gratify them, and at the same time do your iad^lp the 
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imperceptably carr/d us in so far that there waa very little chance 
for an Escape, and now which was about sun-rise we saw the Ship 
with Her Sails loos'd and had nothing to do but to get ready for 
Action Our People at the same Time discovering the greatest readi- 
ness to engage Her. When she [the Sloop of war Drake] came out 
at 11 almost Calm about 12 Saw a Boat coming from the Ship which 
we Decoy'd and took on board a Midshipman & 5 Men ; there being 
a light Breeze of Wind & understanding by Hie People from the Ship 
that she was coming Out to us ; clung our wind and stood out under 
easy s^ till 4 O'clock, P.M. & hove too for Her, she came up about 
6 and hailed after the usual Compliments were pass'd we wore Ship 
and gave her a whole broad side, without receiving a Shot ; the 
Action continued till 5 minutes after seven very warm when her 2 
Commanding Officers being the one Capt. Bmrdon killed & the 
other Lt. Dobbs mortaUy wounded and about 20 of Her Men dis- 
abled and the Ships Rigging Sails &e. very much damaged they 
were oblig'd to give her up by the wave of the Hat & a call for 
Quarters for having the Second Time cut away their Ensign staff 
they had no Colours to Strike. 

least iii.iarj'. I clmvgecl tvra officers to permit none of Uie seamen to ent«r the honee, m- to 
hurt anything abont it,— to treat :vou, Madam, with the utmost respect, to accept of the 
plate which was offered, and to come awny wltlionc malting a seatch, or demanding any 
thing else. 

"lam indnced to belierel was pnnctnally obeyed; since I am intbrmed, that ths plate 
wliioh they broug;ht away is far short of the qnantity expressed in the inrentovy which 
aeeompanied it. I have gradfled my men ; and when the plat* is sola I shali become the 
purchaser, ard will gratiiy my own feelings by restoring it to you, by such conveyance 
as you shall please to direct." 

Lord Selkirk wrol« a letter in reply, intimating that he would accept the return of the 
n[ate if made by order of congress, but not If redeemed by individual generosity. Tlie 
letter, howOTer, was detained in the general post office, London, and returned to the earl, 
who requested a gentleman to comninnfcKte the cause of its mlscaniage and its tenor 
orally to Dr. Franklin, who at once informed Jones of the substances oi the communi- 
cfttlOTi. Meanwhile the plate had fallen into the hands of the prize agents, and it was not 
nntil the beginning of 1780, and by the purchase of seventeen twentieths of It, that Jones 
obtained possession of it. When he had succeeded in efecting this object, he wrote again 
to the Countess of Selkirk; but his voyage to Amerlea retarded its delivery until 17U. 
It was eventually returned in the same condition in which It had been removed, and Lord 
Selkirk subsequently acknowledged, as the tbllowing extracts ftom his letter to Paal Jones, 
dated tomfon, Atigust i, 1789, the nnwearled pains Jones had taken lo^ secure itsresto- 

" I received the letter yon wrote to me at the time you sent off my plate, in order for 
restorine it. Had I known where to direct a letter to you, at the time it ai-rived in Scot- 
land I would then have wrot« you. • « • Notwithstanding all the precaution you 
tookVor the easy and uninterrupted conveyance ot the plate, yet It met with considerable 
delays ; first at Cahiis, next at Dover, then at London ; liowcver, it at last nirlved at Dura- 
fries and I dare say quite safe, though as yet I have not seen It, behi^ then In Edinbnrgh, 
" I intended to liave put an article In the newspapers about your havmg returned It • " 
and on all occasions both now and foi-uievly, I have done you the justice to tell, that you 
made an oflterofrttumingthe plate very soon after your return to Brest; and altJiough 

SOB vonrselfwasnotat my house, but remaned at the shore with your hoat, that yetyoa 
ad your offloers and men in such extraordinary good dlfidpllne, that your havmg given 
them the strictest orders to behave well, to do no Injury of any kind, to make no search, but 
only to htias Off what plate was given them ; that in reality they did exactly as ordered, 
and that not one man offered to stir fi'om his post on the onlside of the house, nor entered 
tlie doors nor said an uncivil word ; that the two olBeers sKid not a quarter of an hour 
In the parlor and the butler's pantJT, while the butler got the plate together, behaved po- 
litely and asked for nothing bat the plate, and instantly marched their men off in i-egular 
order, and that both officers and men behaved in all respects so well, that it would have 
done credit to the best disciplined troops whaMver." 
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Lost on our side, — Lt. Wallingsford ' killed bya musket shot in 
the head. John W. Dangle by a double H*. shot cut in two m the 
Tore Top. 

Wounded, — Pierce Powers lost his right Hand, i£i his left 
badly wounded. James Falls by a musket shot through the 
Shoulder. Tho=. Taylor lost his little Finger by a musket shot at 
the wheel. 

Saturday, 25th. — ^Very pleasant and almost Calm a fine Oppor- 
tunity for repairing and fitting for Sea from on board the Drake 
buried the Remains of Capt. Burdon with the Honors of war — 
spoke a Brigg from white Haven of about 300 Tons commanded by 
Capt, More, put a Prize Master and Hands on Board Her : at 12 
we were not far from the place of action about 2 Oclock P.M. 
having a, light Breeze sent away the Fishing Boat's crew with a pre- 
sent of Money 17 Guineas and the Drakes Main Sail & M". Top 
Sail ; in the Evening committed the Body of Lt. "VVallingsford to the 
deep with the Honours due to so brave an Officer. 

Monday, Ath May. — Died of his wounds and the same day were 
decently buried the Remains of Nath'. Wells of Portsmouth, America. 

Thursday, May 7th. — Arrived at Brest with the Ship Drake in 
Company. 

May 2th, /Saturday, Sent on Shore to the Hospital Pierce 
Powers, James Falls & Tho'. Taylor from the Ranger at the same 
Time sent from the Drake 13 Prisoners. 

Sunday, 10th May. — Arrived here the Prize Brig Patience. 

Wednesday, \Zth. — Sent to the Hospital John Mott a Prisoner 
taken in the Drake. 

Friday, 29 May. — Drew a petition in behalf of my good Friend 
Simpson now in goal in Brest which was sign'd by Lt. Hall M'. 
Cullam and myself & sent on shore to the Office in order to go to 
the Commissioners at Paris. 

lliursday, l^th June. — Eec'd the news of an Engagement 
between a I^eneh & English Frigate not far from Morleaux, the 
French Frig, was ordered out to Adm' Byron to speak, she refus'd 
to Obey therefore were fired on by the Eng — the action began 
about half past 4 on the afternoon of yesterday and continued 5 
hours, though the Eng'' struck they were prevented bringing her off 

by Adinl Byron's Squadron 12 sail of the Line besides Frigates 

the French Frigate lost 1 Lt. 1 officer of Marines and 38 men killed, 
and about 60 wounded. 

Thuradity, 2nd July. — Had the company of Col Fraaier & M'. 
Pringle to Dine, afternoon w«nt with them & Lieut". Simpson & Hall 
on board the Britaigne of 110 Gruns & 1400 Men were treated with 
the greatest civility & Respect from all on Board. 
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Friday, Zrd July. — This day arrived a Schooner called the 
Spy from New London with Dispatches from Congress. 

Saturday, July ith. — This being the. Anniversary of American 
Independence, was observed as such Our Ship was dressed 13 guns 
discharg'd at 10 O'clock; At undressing 13 more; on drinking the 
Duke de Chartre's Health 9 guns were fired ; a number of Patriotic 
Toast were drank ; and universal Joy was diiFused throughout the 
whole Ship's company. 

Wednesday, July Slk. — This day the Fleet sail'd from this Place 
about 33 sail of the Line besides Frigates. 

Thursday, 9th. — This Day arrived here a Brig from Carolina 
with Eice — ^no news C. Kay. 

Friday, July 10th. — This Day the Lively Ship of war wa« 
brought into this harbour. On her refusing to comply with the 
commands of Capt. of the Frigate by wliich she was tsdten, she re- 
ceiVd a broadside from the Cannon & the fire from the Swivels & 
musketry both from below and aloft, which was returned by 3 guns 
when she struck. Her loss was about 20 kiU'd & 40 wounded most 
of whom are since dead. 

Friday, July \lth. — This day was brought in here the prize 
Cutter Alert of 12 guns the same which took the Lexington Brig 
of 14 guns Johnson Coram'. She was taken bj a Frigate. 

Sunday, 28 June last were brought in here Two Cutters from 
Guernsey taken by Frigate Snow. 

Wednesday, 22 July. — Rec'd the news of C. DeAstangs arrival 
in Boston. 

Monday, July 27th. — This day Thomas Simpson Esq" came on 
board with orders to take command of tlie Eanger ; to the joy and 
Satisfaction of the whole Ships company. 

' Thlschaiigeof commanders waeat Jones's request OH Oieltli of July. Henrota lothe 
cominissionerE at Paris, — " Whan Congress thought proper to oiilei' me to France it was 
proposed that the Ranger should reffiaio under my direction, not be . commanded by a 
Lieutenant. And as tbe French minlEtry have now ju contemplation plans which pro- 
mise honor to the American flag, the Eanger might be very useful In caiTying them into 
execation. Lieut. Simpson has certainly behaved amlas ; yet I can forgive, as well as re- 
sent; and npon his making a proper concession, I will wUh your approbation not only 
forgive the past, but leave him Che command of the Ranger. By this moans, and by some 
litue fn-omotions and attentions, I hope to be able to saCisty tbe Sanger's ciew, so Oiat 
th^ will postpone their return as long as the service may reumte." 

On the 13tb of August, he wrote the oommisslonera from Brest, " I have been 'five 
days in this place since my return from Passy, during which time I have neither seen 
nor heard from Lieut. Slmjffion; bat Mr. Hill, who was last winter at Passy, and who 
sailed with me from Kantes, intbrms me trnly, that It Is generally reported in the Ranger, 
andof course throughout the French fleet and on shore, tirat I am turned out of the service; 
that you gentlemen have given Mr. Simpson my place, with a Captain's commission, and 
that my letter l« yon of the IBth of July, was Invotnnlary on my part, and in obedience 
only to your orders." That these reports prevail, is not an idle conjectnre, bnt a melan- 
chdy ftct. Therefore, I beseech you j I demand of you to afibrd mo redtess — redi'eas by 
a court malial," &c On the 15th of August, he wrote Capt. Abraham Whipple, then at 
Brest, requesting that a court martial might be summoned for the trial of Simpson, but 
Capt Whipple writes him, esptaining thelmpossiUilitr of forming a court, and expressing 
it as hie opinion, that as hie had given up the praolo of Shnpson, in the most ample manner 
without asking for conceasionSMiothing could be done. 

Lieut. Simpson sidled in the Ear^r for America. On the 30th of August, Jones's fdend 
Mr. Williams, wrili^ to him from Nantes, in relation to tbe pending sale of the Dral;o, said, 
'■ I am sorry your affair wilh Lieut. Simpson was not settled with mutual saljsfiietjon. If 
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fterfay, Juh, 28tt,_Thi, D«y armed ftom the Lamp [illc^blel 
»" g"M. «Ii news of an Engagement between the Fleet.. 



wrj 1 !-...« — — e^o*-"'^"^ "eixmeeu iQe rieeta. 

Wejinejiay, JWy 29tt.— Last night arrived a 74 Tliis Day 

they »ay partoj from them m theFog-they appear to have .ustained 
no very considerable Damage in the late Fight 

a,aurd„y, A«s,. Sa.-Sent to the Hospital three of the Drake'. 
Seamt.™' W'"'™"" Klot John Colbert & John Eicket. 

PrE:r"l;m1t''fcl£^''°' ■'" '"= '^'^^ ^"'f'' ^"*» » 

dent WhU'jtTLtlS/^^" '^« ^"'°° ^ ^-'- 

rW«y Wa ^»j,'— Moved down in Compariy with the 
Providenjy & Bo.ton Frigates, abont four Leagues <ft e.me too, to 
give the People an Opportunity of expending their Prize Money I 
had a very Fanning Time up to Brest on Business fop Capt. Simp- 
son and the widow of my deoeas'd Friend Lt. WaUinrford l«r 
whom I bought 32 Crowns worth. 

JWWay, 21,( —Very little wind this morning came to Sail & 
got down about 2 Leagues* anchored. At 3 P. M. came to Sail 
again and ran out with a fine Breeze. 

&<w<iaj,, 22 -Very fine weather in the morning saw a SaH 
ahead were order-d by our Commodore to give elme came up with 
Her about 5 P. M. a Spanish Snow bounlto Haver du Grac?. 

Sundag, 23rd ^ay.— Chased a Dutchman all Day. 

Monday, 24.-SpokeBrigoaird the Sally from London laden 

]lie^n''^t^1^'™f^?',1,^Tw ''.''' ''''argeof falsehood wltli the following tamgraDh of 



jr»rj^li« B Thto o^oM, L. „,„. j Ztl^i, and roJCiuh." Z?a otZ 
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with Provisions, Beef Flour & Butter, 150 TousBurtlien. Sent her 
to America. Lat. 45.32 Long. 10.22. 

Wednesday, September 2nd.-— 'Being m chase in Latt. 47.21 
Long. 27.24 at 3 P. M. carry'd away Our fore Top Mast and Main 
Top gall. Mast. 

Wednesday, Sept. 9M.— Latt, 46.7 Long. 36.29. Took a Bng 
colled the Friends fi-otn Granada bound to Glasco with Eum & Cot- 
ton aboutlOO Tons Burden. 10 Bags Cotton 134 Puncheons Rum. 

Wednesday, IQtk Sept', in Latt. 45.45 Long. 41.47 Took a 
Snow from Newfoundland Laden with Fish 150 Tons Burthen. 

Thursday lltk. — 7 Mom gave chase to a large Ship to windward 
as far as we could eee them from Top of mast head 7 in the Evening, 
came very near them but night coming on lost sight of them. 

Friday, 25tk September.— In Latt. 44.45 had soundmgs on the 
Banks of Newfoundland in 82 Fathoms, Foggy. 

Sunday, 21th Sept. — Spoke a Brig from Amsterdam called the 
Wilham Robert Stonehouse Comm' bound to Boston the same Day 
saw an Island of Ice at a Distance which had the appearance of a 
Lofty Sail we pass'd within a League of it to wmdward. The Brig 
is Laden with Tea and Cordage. 
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NOTES. 



(Page 5.) 

After Dr. Green's recovery from the small-poj:, his professional 

duty must have been divided between the regiment and the hospital, 

or hospitals, for there were several, one at least a mile nearer than 

Fresh Pond. 

II. 
(Pagb 5.) 
Arnold had been obliged to retire from the siege of Quebec after 
the death of Montgomery and the arrival there of large reinforcements 
of British troops. Our army at Montreal, meanwhile, were severely 
suffering also from small-pox ; and, as Sir Guy Carleton approached 
with his reinforcements from Quebec, Arnold found himself unable 
to compete with him, and, with the small flotilla he had constructed 
during the summer, speedily commenced his retreat by the river Sorel, 
St. Johns and the Lake to Ticonderoga. 

in. 

(Page 9.) 
When I and my older brother were striplings, we had to trudge along 
with our father to suffer two or more hours' penance, with half frozen 
feet, in the old barn of a meeting-house never tempered with a stove 
or furnace heat. The remnant of the holy day was spent over the 
sacred Bible, or often during the hot summer afternoons I was sum- 
moned to read to my father a discourse from Bishop Tillotson, Dod- 
dridge or some other English divine, and was seldom if ever released 
before the last rays of the setting sun. 
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During the early perio:3 after our Revolutionary war, there were 
scant means for buying religious or other books of information, and little 
leisure for learning the trntli or falsity of this or that creed, or of those 
orthodox problems few or many. Every diversity of doctrinal faith 
existed, and the people, one and all, worshipped atthe same altar, each, 
orthodox or hetci'odox, gatliering up something from the pi'eacher more 
or less acceptable as it might be to their preconceived opinions. At 
a later day, a more thorough and critical investigation of the scriptures 
ensued, and schisms here ns elsewhere sprang up, the consequent re- 
sult of those Calvinistic doctrines preached and pressed with such 
dogmatic persistency. The pastor then in Dover was a man of very 
moderate abilities, but with no lack of self-conceit, denouncing from 
his pulpit the heretical Unitarians, of whom many were of his church 
and congregation. The frequent indulgence of such personal reflec- 
tions could not fail to create offence and alienation in those of his 
society of an opposite persuasion, and hence it was that Dr. Green 
with many others withdrew their connection with the orthodox society. 
His enlarged christian views gave him fresli vitality and added a 
more gentle, influence and sweetness to his character. In the note to 
the sermon by Rev. Dr. Lothrop (quoted ante^ pp. 13, 14), is the 
following interesting statement of his change of views, given by 
Dr. Green on his hundredth birthday ; 

" The Primer says, ' In Adam's fall we sinned all.' It was one of 
the first things I was taught. But I cannot believe liiat we come into 
the world under the curse of God in consequence of Adam's sin. 
What sort of a God must that be who thus confounds the innocent 
with the guilty? The Trinity seems to me irrational and impossible. 
There cannot be three Infinites. God is said to be omnipresent, filling 
immensity, high as heaven, deep as hell, broad as the earth, wide as 
the sea, filling all space. If God, the Father, fills all space, God the 
Son and God the Holy Ghost cannot fill all space also. There cannot 
be three Infinites. Infinite attributes cannot be divided among three 
persons. They can belong to but one person. The Unitarian doctrine 
of God seems to me of great importance. I have had great peace and 
satisfaction in my religious views, ever since I read the Bible as teach- 
ing this doctrine. The first book that gave much satisfaction to my 
religious inquiries was Chauncy's Dissertations ; the next was Worces- 
ter's Bible News. I have read all Mr. Worcester's books. I believe 
the Unitarian Doctrine of God will prevail. As people study and 
understand the Bible better, they will come to interpret it in that sense 
which makes it simple and clear. The Gospel was designed for poor, 
ignorant, unlearned men, such as- 1 am ; such a man reading the Gos- 
pel without prejudice, never having heard of the Trinity, would not 
gather the Trinity from it. The American Unitarian Association has 
always seemed to me an important institution. Efforts to diffuse truth 
are among the highest and best efforts we can make. I hope the truth 
will prevail,— I believe it will." 



lyClOOglC 



IV. 

(Page 16.) 

To my friend and kinsman the Hon, Francis B. Hayes, of this city, 

I am indebted for this very interesting legend giving the origin of the 

Hayes family name. 

In the reign of Kenneth 3d, king of Scotland, says Douglas, about 
A.D. 980, the Danes having invaded Scotland, were encountered by 
that king near Lancaster in Perthshire. The Scots at first gave way 
and fled through a narrow pass, where they were checked by a stal- 
wart Scot of great strength and courage, and his two sons, with no 
other weapons than the yokes of their ploughs, upbraiding the fugitives 
for their cowardice. He succeeded in rallying them, the battle was 
renewed and the Danes wholly discomfited. It is said that after the 
victory was won the brave old man was lying upon the ground 
wounded and fatigued, cried, Hay I Hay 1 which word became 
the surname for his paternity. The king, as a reward of their signal 
service, gave him as much iand in Lowrie aa a falcon should fly over 
betbre it settled, and a falcon being let loose flew over an expanse of 
ground six miles in length, and alighted on a stone since called Falcon- 
stone. The king also assigned the shields or scutcheons for the arms 
of the family, to intimate that the father and his two sons had been the 
fortunate shields of Scotland. Arms: argent with three escutcheons 
gules ; Crest : a falcon rising ; for supporters, two men in countrymen's 
habits, each holding an ox yoke over his shoulder, with this motto, 
" Serva j'ugum." 

And now the name of Hayes is familiar all over the country, wher- 
ever the plough turns up the soil. 
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INTRODUCTOHY NOTE. 



While tbis excellent production is passiug through tlie press, Mid beyond the 
reach of oonsullation with the author, I haTc ventured, as the Editor of the publica- 
tions of the Wisconsin Historical Society, to append a few hiatoricid notes where the 
context seemed to requice ^em. 

The intelligent reader need scarcely be reminded, that this Address contains 
mach new matter relative to an interesting period of oiir tl'ontier history, especially 
pertaining to the BritJah and Indian forays laving theh^ oi'igin aiid atioiulus at Dft- 
troil, the headquarters of Bri&h influence in tiie Nrntii-West during (he border 
warfare of the Eevolulion. L, 0. D. 
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THE NOKTH-ffEST dUlSG THE KETOLUTION. 



" The Norlli-West " has had, in our history, no fixed locality. 
It has been constantly receding from the Atlantic coast with each 
adyanoing wave of the great tide of emigration, and has in snc- 
oession crossed the Alkghanies.-pa.sed beyond the Great Lakes 
—the Mississippi— the desert plaiiis of the West— and the 
Rooky Monntains; and its onward march has only been stayed 
by the waters of the Pacific. 

But the North. West of which I shall speak, has a well defined 
locality and fixed boundaries. It comprises the region encom- 
passed by the Ohio, the Mississippi and the Great Lakes, and 
embraoee the territory now occupied by the fiye great Stales of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, with a popnla- 
tion of oyer nine millions, and rich with the productions of human 
industry and human art. 

No other section of the Union of the same area, comprises so 
many advantages, or is capable of sustaining so dense, popula- 
tion. With scenery of gt^at and diversified beauty, a climate 
varied and delightful, a soil of surpassing richness and fertility, 
sustaining a wealth of timber that the energies of man cannot 
destroy for generations to come, with exhaustless mines of lead, 
iron, coal, copper and salt, and traversed and environed by noble' 
rivers and Great Lakes, the equal of which are not to be found up- 
on the face of the earth, it is not surprising thai its growth in 
population and wealth is without a parallel in the history of the 
world. 

At the commencement of the American Kevolution, there was 
not a settlement of English origin within this whole territory, and 
its entire population, other than Indians, did not probably ojceed 
five thousand. 
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From the time the flag of Groat Britain was raised at James- 
town, in 1607, and that of France had been unfurled from the 
heights of Quebec the following year, for a century and a half, 
the mighty struggle had been going on between these two great 
nations for the dominion of a continent. The combatants were 
worthy, and the prize well worth, the combat. That contest was 
determined by the victory of Woti^, upon the plains of Abrar 
ham, on the Ifth day of September, 1759; and by the treaty of 
Paris, of l^dS, France ceded to Great Britain her American do- 
minions from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Mississippi. 

Previous to this period some of the English colonies had laid 
claims, and sometimes conflicting claims, to portions of the ter- 
ritory of which we speak, but they had in fact exercised no juris- 
diction over it. The whole territory was in the occupation of 
France, and in her grand design of hemming in the English col- 
onies and connecting Canada with Louisiana, she had dotted it 
with trading posts, missionary stations, settlements and forts. 

THE NORTH-WEST IN 1783. 

To understand this period of history, it is essential that we 
obtain a clear idea of the settlements and forts existing at the 
time of this conquest, their locality, strength and character. 

Detroit was founded in 1701, and a fort, called Ponehertrain, 
erected upon the high bank of tlie river. This had long since 
gone to decay. The town proper occupied only about three 
acres, and was enclosed by pickets, variously stated to be from 
flfteen to twenty-five feet high, and pierced by four gates defend- 
ed by block houses and guns. There were, within the pickets, 
from 80 to 100 dwellings, all of logs, except the house of the 
Governor or Commandant, and the enclosure contained a popu- 
lation of about six hundred. The settlement extended from the 
fort up and down the river on both sides about eight miles, and 
when Major Eogees took possession for the British Government, 
in November, 1760, he estimated the entire population of town 
and settlement, at about 3,500, of which number 500 were capa- 
ble of bearing arms. They were all French. Their farms were 
all narrow and deep, with a fronti^e on the river, so that the 
houses were near together. They were kept neatly whitewash- 
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cd, and presented, especially from the water, a very picturesque 
appearance. The great importance of this point sprang from its 
position, which enabled it to command largely Indian trade and 
influence. 

AtMaeMnaw, Father Makqtjbtte established a mission as early 
as 1671. A fort was erected on the point of the lower peninsula 
in 1686. There was at this time, within the pickets, about 30 
families, and as many more ■without, numbering, perhaps, a pop- 
ulation of about 400. This too, was an important point with 
reference to the Indian trade. 

. Sax^ St. Mary had been visited by missionaries as early as 
1641, and a permanent mission was established in 1668, but it 
was now a very insignificant military post, surrounded by a 
small cluster of French houses. 

Green Bay was occupied as a missionary station in 1669. At 
this period it had a small stockade fort, and probably not to ex- 
ceed 50 inhabitants besides soldiers and their families. 

Fort St. Joseph was a small stockade near the mouth of the 
rive* St. Joseph, and, like the others, had around it a small clus- 
ter of French settlers and traders. 

The same may be said of Fort Miami, (Fort Wayne) . 

Fort /Sandttsky was not a permanent post, and had no settle- 
ment around it. 

SETTLEMENTS UPON THE WABASH. 

The two principal settlements on the Wabash, were Vincen- 
nes — then called Fort St. Vincent, and Waw-ca-ta-non, near La- 
fayette. According to Ckoghan, there were at Vincennes in 
1765, about 80 or 90 French families, and at Waw-ca-ta-non, 14 
families living lyJthin the Fort, and there were doubtless some 
small intervening settlements. 

These settlements &n the Wabash were commenced probably, 
as early as 1710-11, and seem at one time to have been rich in 
agricultural productions, which found a market down the Missis- 
sippi. 

SETTLEMENTS IN ILLINOIS. 

The largest settlements in the North- West, were those of Illi- 
nois, of which Kaskaskia was the oldest and the principal. In 
1766 it had 65 permanent families. 
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There were besides, Cahokia -with 45 families; St. Philip with 
16 families; Prairie-du-Rocher with 12 families; P'ort Chartres 
with 40 families. This fort was erected at great expense by the 
French in 1730, re-built in 1756, and was for along time the seat 
of government of the country of Illinois; but this fort was un- 
dermined by the river about 1772, and was abandoned. There 
was also a fort at Kaskaskia, upon a rock on the other side of 
the river from the village. 

There were agricultural settlements in the vicinity of these 
places, and the entire white population in Illinois was probably 
about 3,000. There were also many slaves in the country; one 
farm kept eighty. 

These were all the settlements existing in the North- West, at 
the Treaty of Paris in 1763, and the entire white population did 
not exceed 10,000, and was exclusively of French origin, and of 
the Roman Catholic religion. 

If we were to trust to contemporaneous English accounts, we 
should find the inhabitants not only a very worthless people, but 
positively unworthy. Thus, Col. Geosge Croghan, deputy of 
Sir Wm. JoHNSOiir, who visited these settlements in 1765, says of 
the inhabitants of Vincennes, that " they are an idle, laay peo- 
ple, a parcel of renegades from Canada, and are much worse than 
the Indians;" and of those of Detroit, " they are generally poor 
wretches, a lazy, idle people, depending chiefly on the savages 
for subsistence," — " whose manners and customs they have en- 
tirely adopted." 

That this description was applicable to many of the voyageurs 
and eourriers de boia, as seen about the towns, is undoubtedly 
true; but as a description of the inhabitants generally, it is most 
unjust. 

There were two distinct classes of these habitans, both, how- 
ever, having the same general and national characteristics. One 
ivasthe class of active, intelligent, gentlemanly traders and far- 
mers ; many of them of respectable, and some of nolle, birth and 
connections. The other class were the voyageure, courriers de 
bois and peasants. Here, side by side, these two classes planted 
their residences, and lived in perfect harmony; yet each in his 
h contented with his place. 
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The voyageur and peasant indulged in no dreams of the equal- 
ity of maD, and ambition never embittered bis heart, while the 
gentleman, jealous of no encroachment, was the indulgent and 
kind-hearted employer and patron. On the banks of these ■west- 
ern rivers they built their simple, cheerful homes, and surround- 
ed them with fruits and flowers. They were a lightrhearted, gay 
people, full of vivacity and graceful hilarity ; honest among them- 
selves, generous and hospitable. Surrounded by danger, they 
were of undoubted courage, but when the pressure of a present 
peril was passed, their habitual gayety returned. No memory of 
the past or fear of the future was permitted to mar the happiness 
of the present hour. Sorrow and suffering were soon forgotten, 
and privations laughed at, or cheerfully endured. Simple and 
frugal in their habits, contented with their lot, they renewed in 
the forest recesses of the New World the life of the Old. They 
were free from ambition and its cares, and without high aims. 
While they enjoyed much personal license, they had no concep- 
tion of mimi&pal freedom and of self goo^Timent — of liberty reg- 
ulated by Iww, originating from the will of the governed them- 
selves. They received with equal and unquestioning submissive- 
ness their law from the King and his subordinates, and their reli- 
gion from their priests. 

Of such, great nations are not made ; and one can but reflect, 
what this mighty North-West would have been to-day had it con, 
tinned Freiieh and OathoKc, and what a change was wrought in 
its destiny by the victory of Wolfh, upon the plains of Abraham, 

By a proclamation of Geokgb the Tmed, of October 7th, 
1763, the Government of Quebec was established for the Can- 
adas, but this distant region was not included within its boun- 
daries, and until the passage of the famous Quebec Act, in 
Parliament in 1774, it was without a civil government, and ex- 
clusively under military control. Magistrates derived both 
their appointment and their powers solely from the military 
commandants, and soldiers were the only executive officers of 
the law. Mutual distrust and dislike existed between the peo- 
ple and the British officers placed over them, and this was 
greatly increased by the Pontiac War, in which many of the in- 
habitants sympathized with the savages in their attack upon 
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the English power. The result was, that a very large emigra- 
tion took place, especially from the Illinois settlements, to the 
western side of the Mississippi River, and to Louisiana. ; 

The treaty of peace and cession was signed at Paris in March, 
l^eS. On the 37th of September of the same year, Neyon-de 
ViLLiEBS, French commandant of lilinois, dispatched couriers 
from Fort Chartres with a written invitation addressed to 
" Mr's les habitans du Detroit," cordially inviting snch as chose 
to emigrate to St. Genevieve, Arkansas or New Orleans, and 
pledging his protection and assistance to such as should go.* 

In 1764 Laclede founded St. Louis, and persuaded thither 
Hiany emigrants from Illiaoie, and some from Detroit. Kaskaa- 
kia, which under French rule, had at one time numbered 1,500 
or 3,000 inhabitants, was reduced to a population of less than 
500. Detroit, which had probably numbered more than 600 
inhabitants in 1763, had but about 300 at the commencement of 
the Revolution. The whole Detroit settlement did not then ex- 
ceed 700 or 800, in the place of 2,500, as estimated by Rogei« 
in 1760. 

The emigration of original British subjects to the Canadas, 
after the conquest, had been very limited. In 1770 there were 
less than 400 Protestant men in the whole new dominion. In 
Detroit, in 1778, there were 30 Scotehmen, 15 Irishmen and 3 
Englishmen, mostly traders, and without families. | No new 
s had been formed, and I am satisfied, that at the com- 
t of the Revolution, exclusive of ofiicers and soldiers 
and their families, the entire white population of the North 
West did not exceed 5,000 souls. 

By the Quebec Act of 1774, the North West became a part of 
the Province of Quebec, and was brought nominally under civil 
government. 

While this act was under discussion, Sir Guy Caeleton, who 
was then Governor of Canada, and had been since 1768, was 
called as a witness before the House. His examination is full of 
curious interest. He is asked whether Detroit and Michigan 
were under the government. He replies, " Detroit is not under 

•The original letter was a few years since In tbe poeeeasion of the wall known antl- 
gnary, tbofiite JA1I13 ViQEB,Esq.,of Montreal, who lurnlKhed me ivlta a copy. 

t Judge Mix's EtjitemenCBstlksn down by his son in-law, Mr. FEiaER. Jnflge Mat 
came to Detro'.t In ins. 
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the government; Michigan is." He was asked, "Do you look 
upon Illinois as a part of old Canada?" He replies, "I believe 
so. New Orleans was under the government of Quebec, but 
where the precise district ends, I reaUy do not know;" and he 
confesses that he has no idea of the distance that Illinois is from 
Quebec. 

In connection with this specimen of official ignorance, it may 
not be iminteresting to give a specimen of description and pre- 
diction of a later period. Detroit and its dependencies, includ- 
ing "Wisconsin, remained in the possession of Great Britain 
until after Jat's Treaty of 1794. In 1?91, when the act divid- 
ing Quebec into Upper and Lower Canada was under discussion 
in Parliament, a leading merchant of Quebec, Mr. Lynebitbnee, 
was heard in opposition to the act. He conr^nded that " Niagara 
was the utmost extent westward of the cuUivalle part of the 
province;" that while it was true that there was a small settle- 



t at Detroit, and it v 



f great importance as a post for the 



Indian trade, it could never become of great importance t... „ 
settlement;" that the falls of Niagara presented a barrier to the 
transportation of produce, which " must greatly impede the pro- 
gress of settlement and cultivation /or age^ to come."* 

TUB KEVOtUnONAEY PEKIOD. 

^ Under this Quebec act, Col. Henht Hamilton, foi-merly a 
Oaptaiu in the 15th regiment, was appointed hy Gov. Cahleton, 
in 1775, Lieut.-Governor, and Superintendent of Detroit and its 
dependencies, including the entire North- West. He had doubt 
less been selected, because of his capacity, energy and zeal, and" 
and with reference to the impending difficulties between the Col- 
onies and the Mother Country. Henceforth, and during the 
entire Revolution, Detroit became the center of British power 
in the North-West. The relentless and cruel Indian warfare, 
that was carried on against the border settlements of Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia and Kentucky, received its inspiration and direc- 
tion from this point. The Indian power of the NortJi-West was 
&t tUs period fearfitUy great. It was mainly under the control 
of British influence and British gold, and it was used without 

*3mlth"B CaDfldn, 1 vol., p. 81. 
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scruple to liarrass, cripple and destroy the struggling Colonies 
and in its cruel ferocity it spared neither sex, infancy or age. 

In 1763, Sir Wir. Johnson, than whom there is no better au- 
thority, makes the following estimate of the number of the In- 
dian warriors of the North- West: 



Wyandotls 

PottawBitMnies 

Otlawas and Chippewae 1350, 



Sacs, Foses and Menomoneea. il'lO, 

Menomoneej, Kickapoos and Piankaahaus 

Sbawnees 

Dekwarea 



at Deiroit and Sanduslty. 
at Detroit and St Joseph, 
at Detroit and Mackinaw. 



Sciota Valley. 
Muskingum Valley. 



This does not inchicie the Tllinois Indians, of whose numbers 
he gives no estimate. 

The use made of this power, supported by British gold and 
wielded by British skill, we shall have occasion to notice. 

Uiider Governor Hamilton were various subordinates at the 
different stations. Thus Captain (afterwards Major) Ajient 
Schuyler De Peystek — an honored name — a native of New 
York, was in command at Mackinaw from 1774 until 1779, when, 
on Hamilton's capture, he succeeded him at Detroit. 

Sr. De Rocheblate, who bad been a Lieutenant of Marines 
in the French service in Illinois as early as 1760,* was Governor 
of Kaskaskia, and its dependencies; and a Mr. Abbott, an Irish 
civilian of Detroit, was Governor of Vincennes. Although civil 
government was nominally established, justice was administered 
very much as under the preceding military regim^. Thus Gov- 
ernor Hamilton aeted as magistrate, and took cognizance of all 
civil cases under £10, York currency. An prderly-sergeant 
acted as constable. No process was issued, but the orderly com- 
manded the debtor to appear, when a hearing was summarily 
had; and if the case was ^ound against the debtor, he was or- 
dered to pay the claim; and if he could, yet refused, he was 
sent to the guard-house until he did. 

Judge May gives a curious instance of this summary justice : 

* Original order In possession or Oia late Jambs VroER, Esq., wio furnished me a opj' 
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" One Gkauchin owed me a debt. I complained to Governor 
liAnnLTON, who sent for him. He came, and being asked if he 
had anything to say against the debt, he said mo. He then or- 
dered him to give me an old negro wench in payment, and she 
served me twenty-five years."* 

Criminal justice was administered by a Justice of the Govern- 
or's appointment, and a jury, which was provided for in criminal 
cases by the Quebec act; and the sentence of death was more 
than once inflicted for theft and other like offenses. 

A contemporary record shows what was in fact three trials 
before a jury at one time, and disposed of by one verdict. A 
Frenchman was found guilty of stealing some furs of Messrs. 
Abbott & Finchley; and Ann Wyley, a former slave, of steal- 
ing a purse containing six guineas, from the same firm; and the 
two were tried for attempting to set fire to the house of the same 
firm ; but the jury found the proof on this point not sufiicient, 
though as they said, " the circumstances were very much against 
them." Philjp Dbjean, the Justice, of whom we shall hereaf- 
ter hear more, sentenced them to be hanged upon the King's do- 
main or public common, and they were hanged accordingly, f 

No sooner had the war commenced, than efforts were made to 
enlist both the whites and the Indians of the North-West, against 
the Colonies. 

In the fall of 1775, Dr. John Conollt, of Pittsburgh, after 
visiting Gen. Gage at Boston, was appointed by Gov. Dunmoeb, 
of Virginia, to proceed to Detroit and enlist a regiment of Ca- 
nadians there and elsewhere, which was to rendezvous there, and 
which he was to command, and also a force of Indians ; and to 
return to Virginia with the force thus raised, and join Gov. Dun- 
MOEB. He and two traveling companions were arrested in Mary- 
land, while on their way, and his papers, carefully concealed in 
his saddle, revealed the plot. 

The importance of Detroit to the British interest, and the de- 
sirableness of capturing this center and stronghold of British 
power in the North -West, became apparent to Gen. Washingtow 
and to Congress, at an early day in the fearful struggle, and it 

•Judgo Mil's [tatement. 

tDEjEAN was Beorctary OF tha^Qovemor, ana waa nnderatood lo ba his milling in- 
QnaS™ " brought down upon him the caaBUte of the Government Offlclaia at 
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was never for a moment lost sight of, although effective efforts 
for the accompiishment of this purpose were deferred from time 
to time from sheer necessity — the utter want of men and means. 
As early as April, 1776, the committee on Indian Affairs were in- 
structed to enquire as to the possibility of taking Detroit. 

Early in this year, Capt. DbPetstee, commanding at Macki- 
naw, by his persuasions, etJisted in the British service Capt. 
Chaeles Db LAiraLADE, of Green Bay, a gentleman of exten- 
sive influence among the Indians, and who had distinguished 
himself as a French officer in the war with Great Britain, which 
resulted in the conquest of Canada. He soon raised a large force 
of Indians from the several nations of the North-West, and to- 
gether with some Canadian volunteers, proceeded with them to 
the neighborhood of Montreal, there to render aid to the King's 
forces in attaching the rebels, and defending Lower Canada 
against them. Tliese forces rendezvoused at Mackinaw, and the 
orders for their marching thence were issued on the day of the 
Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776. Capt. De Langlade 
is charged with the duty on the way of " annoying the rebels 
wherever you meet with them."* This force received a most 
cordial reception at Montreal, where on its arrival a grand coun- 
cil was held, at which an ox was roasted whole, and served up to 
the Indians; and subsequently they rendered valuable service in 
the cause of the crown. 

The audacity of the American rebeUiou against the mighty 
power of Great Britain atung to the quick the sensitive and 
haughty pride of her ruling statesmen, and aroused to bitiemesa 
and unrelenting hate the narrow, obstinate mind of the King ; 
and the subsequent Declaration of Independence produced a de- 
-gree of exasperation, which it is difficult for us to fully appreci- 
ate. Under the influence of these feelings, the British King 
and Ministry resolved (in the language of Secretary Geemaink) 
" that every means should be employed that Providence had put 
in his Majesty's hands for crushing the rebellion." Every possi- 
ble effort waa to be employed, and was employed, not only to 
enlist the Indians in legitimate warfare against the Colonies, but 
to turn loose upon peaceable settlements, upon unarmed men and 

* Copies of ordere of Capt. Ds Fbybtbb In the collections of the Mlrhlgan Hletorioal 
Goclet;, p. 17. 



lyGoogle 



15 

helpless women and children, what Chatham called " the horri- 
ble hell-hounds of savage war." This ruthless and dastardly 
policy met with a cold support from Sir Gut Caeleton and 
Gen, Howe; but it found a ready, active, zealous supporter in 
Gov, Hamilton, of Detroit, who, as early as September of this 
year, 1776, promised the ministry that he would send parties of 
the savages " to fall on the scattered settlers on the Ohio and its 
branches;" and to encourage the enforcement of this policy 
towards the rebels, adds : " their arrogance, disloyalty and im- 
pudence had justly drawn upon them this deplorable sort of 
■war." 

In the execution of this policy. Gov. Hamilton exhibited 
great energy, and an embittered zeal. His first effort was to en- 
list in the British interest, by the power of. British gold, such 
men as could best influence the Indians, and lead them on in 
their work of destruction. For this purpose a large number of 
traders, and others, familiar with the Indian language and Indian 
character, were regularly employed and paid by the Indian De- 
partment of Detroit, and amongst these were five men, who 
became infamously conspicuous, and whose very names became 
a terror to the border settlements of Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
Kentucky, — these were Matthew Elliott, for manyyears a tra- 
der among the Ohio Indians; Alexasbeb McKee, who had 
been an Indian Agent; and the three brothers, Simon, George 
and James Giktt. The father of the Gietys was a drunkard, 
and their mother a bawd. They had been taken prisoners while 
young, and adopted by the Indians, and they honored alike their 
parentage and their education, and united in themselves 
the vices of civOization and the cruel perfidy and ferocity of 
the savage. Simon, the most capable of the three, had been 
an Indian interpreter forthe Americans, but, like the others, was 
seduced to British interests by British gold. He was a drunk- 
en, blustering ruffian, but of great force of character and im- 
questionable courage. Each of these men received a regular 
compensation from Detroit- McKbb received 10 shillings ster- 
ling; the others 16 York shillings per day.* 

Then too, the Indians themselves were subsidized by rich and 

•List and pajr roll of Indiim i^nts, ac, In poaaeBSlon of Michigan EUistoriCal Sociaty. 
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valuable presents,, not only of blankets, other clotliing and. pro- 
visions, but of those articles so attractive to the savage ; — ver- 
milion to give the proper war color, and articles of personal adorn- 
ment, such as brooches, ear-rings, bracelets, &c., &c. By these 
and other means most of the North-Western Indians were early 
secured to British interests. Through the influence of the Mo- 
ravian missionaries on the Muskingum, most of the Delawares 
remained neutral. 

The results of their efforts were not seriously felt upon the 
border settlements until l'i'77. In the latter part of winter, or 
early in the spring of that year, Gov. Hamilton sent a war 
hatchet, wrapped in a belt of red and white beads, to the Ohio 
Indians. It was accepted by the Wyandotts and Shawnees, but 
rejected by the Delawares. Its effect was at once apparent. On 
the 6th o£ March a large party of Indians appeared before Har" 
rodsburgh, in Kentucky. On the 24th of April Boonsborough 
was attacked, and again on the 33d of May ; and on. the 30th of 
May, Logan's Fort,* None of these attacks were successful, 
but several persons were killed, others wounded, and cattle and 
otlier property destroyed. 

These stations or settlements on the border were all very much 
after the same pattern. A company of settlers selected farms 
adjacent to each other. At some convenient point they for the 
most part congregated their houses as in a village, and surround- 
ed them with pickets, usually from twelve to fifteen feet high ; 
the log houses of the settlers frequently formed a part of the 
outer wall of the enclosure, with pickets extending from house 
to house, where gaps occurred. Through these pickets were 
gate-openings, and the houses were pierced with holes to enable 
those within to fire upon a surrounding foe. For a space outside 
the forest was completely cleared away, so that an enemy could 
neither find a lurking place for an attack, nor conceal his ap- 
proach. During the day the settlers cultivated their lands 
around, and in times of peril, often with arms by their side. 

♦These datas are diflerent from moeeglvan in the printed accounts eitant, Tiut tlioj 
have been vetlfledbyanoriginBl dlarv ul Gen. George Boqebb Clsbk. in the posses- 
sion of L. C. Deafer, BE^.-Secrelarj oE tUe Wisconain HiBiorical Society, He has aev- 
" original n " ' ------ 
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These defences, rude as they were, proved a great protection 
against Indians and their still ruder weapons. 

The failure of these Kjpeditions against the Kentucky settle- 
ments gave little security to the border. Bands of marauding 
Indians were constantly engaged in their works of plunder and 
blood. 

On the 37th of July, Hamilton reports to Secretary Gee- 
MAixB that he had abeady sent out fifteen several parties of In- 
dians, consisting of 289 braves, with thirty white officers and 
rangers, to prowl on the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia. 
But the great effort of this year was the attack upon Fort 
Henry, at Wheeling, on the 1st of September, by a force of 
about four hundred ladians, fully armed by Governor Hamilton. 
The events of this siege— the gallant defence— the brave con- 
duct of EtizAsm-H Zanb in securing powder for the garrison, in 
the face of the Indian foe— the narrow escape of Major McCui.- 
LOCH— the severe loss— the opportune reinforcement— are all re- 
corded in general history, and make this one of the most thriU- 
■ ing incidents of the border; but it does not belong to my pur- 
pose to describe such incidents in detail. 

In' February of 1778, the famous Kentucky partisan, Daniix 
BooNB, was, with twenty-seven men, talien prisoner while 
making salt at the Blue Licks. In March, Boone was brought 
to Detroit, where he received much attention from English gen- 
tlemen, and Governor Hamilton offered to ransom him of the 
Indians at £100, but they jvere greatly attached to him and re- 
iuseA the offer. They took him back to ChilHcothe, and here, in 
June following, on learning of a proposed attack upon Boones- 
borough, he escaped, traveling one hundred and sixty miles in 
four days, with but, one meal. Hia wife, supposing him dead, 
had, with their children, gone back to North Carolina. Boones- 
borough was immediately prepared for defence, but the escape, 
the warning and the preparation, delayed the attack until Sep- 
tember Yth, when the whole Indian force of over four hundred 
with eleven Canadians, led by Captain Chbne, of Detroit, ap- 
peared and surrounded the little post. After some delay, negoti-' 
ation, and an attempt at treachery, an attack was commenced, 
which lasted about ten days, when the Indians, having lost thiriy- 
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seven of tlieii' nuniber, retired. Only two of the garri 
killed,* 

In the early spring of this year (1778), the Moravian r 
upon the Muskingum was thrown into great consternation by a 
letter hearing an official seal, purporting to be from Gov. HiM- 
ILTON, commanding them to put themselves at the head of their 
Indians and march against the " rebels," whom they were to at- 
tack on their farms and in their settlements, slaying them with- 
out mercy, and bringing their scalps to Detroit. They did not 
at the time suspect a forgery, but it was probably the work of 
some miscreant in the British service, plotting mischief, for it ia 
diificult to believe that such a paper could have issued from a 
British officer. 

This letter was followed up by a visit from Elliott, McKeb, 
and some deserters from Pittsburgh, who, by persuasions and 
falsehdods, sought to induce the Delawares to take up the hatch- 
et; but the effort failed, through the wise intrepidity of the 
missionary Heckeweldeb, 

In the mean time great preparations were being made by Con- 
gress for an expedition into the Indian country, and perhaps 
against Detroit itself, with a force of 3,000 men; but the -men 
and munitions were both wanting. G-en. McIbtosh came to 
Pittsburgh in the Spring with 500 troops. Soon after he built 
Fort Mcintosh near the mouth of the Big Beaver, where in Oc- 
tober he assembled 1,000 men, and marched to the Tuscarawas 
river, and erected Fort Laurens, and garrisoning it with 150 
men, in command of Col, Gibson, returned to Fort Pitt ; thus 
leaving this garrison in the Indian country beyond the reach of 
succor — too weak for aggressive or even defensive warfare. 

But the moat notable event of this year in the West, and one 
of the moat notable events of the war, was the conquest of Kas- 
kaskia and the other British posts in Illinois and on the Wabash 
by Gkoegb Rogees Clakk. The circumstances attending this 
conquest are full of stirring and romantic interest, while the 
consequences flowing from it were moat momentous. The events 
of the campaign are ao fully narrated in every local and general 

•Hare af»in the daWs In printed scoounts are cojrected by originia rasnncoripte ia 
Mr DniPER's poBsewlon. The nnma of Capt. Du Quesnb la bIbo given os ihv com- 
inandBPOf thiepspcalllon. On Mr. Dbapji's anHiorliy, I give tto proper ortiioerapliy 
of Ih nam.) of tula Britii!fc4Baian leadar bb Cbehb. Ha Eileo accompanlefl C"pt. tiBu'a 
eipeditioL. 
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history, that it would be inexcusable in me, to do more than 
state results,' and that in the most general way. 

Major Clark, an emigrant to Kentucky, although a man of 
limited culture, had the grasp of mind, and the energy of char- 
acter, which fitted him for great events. Kentucky had suffered 
greatly from the Indians during the year 1777. Claek made up 
his mind that the best mode of defending Kentucky was to give 
employment to the enemy elsewhere. He sent spies to visit the 
posts upon the Wabash and in Illinois. In December, 1777, he 
laid open his plan of capturing these posts to Patbick Hbney, 
then Governor of Virginia, who at once feO in with it, especial- 
ly as Virginia laid claim to this western territory as far north 
as the 40th degree of north latitude. Claek was commissioned 
a Colonel in the service of Virginia, and was authorized at the 
expense of that State to raise a sufBcient force, was furnished 
with £1,300 currency, and by secret instructions was directed to 
carry out the plan conceived by him. 

On the Mth of June, 1778, he left the Falls of the Ohio 
(Louisville) in barges, with his force of less than 200 men, and 
descended the Ohio to Old Fort Massac, within sixty miles of 
its mouth, and tJien marched north to Kaskaskia, which he cap- 
tured by surprise on the night of July 4th, taking its com- 
mandant, RocHEBLAVE and its inhabitants prisoners. The other 
posts were taken before any opposition could be made. With 
great skill, and by a wise mingling of kindness and severity, he 
gained the good will of the French, and commanded the respect 
of the surrounding Indians. The then recent treatv between 
the Colonies and France aided greatly m his success with the 
French. 

Gov. Abbott, of Vincennes, was at that time absent m De- 
troit, and there were no troops stationed there Father &i 
BAULT, of Kaskaskia, Vicar General, ete , undeitook to gtt the 
French at that point to side with the Americans and in medi 
ately started upon his mission, which ivas entirely successful, 
and the American fl^ waved over the pla^e 

Waw-ca-ta-non was captured by a small f<.ioe anl thus with 
out the loss of a man, the conquest of Illinois and the Wabash 
settlements was complete ; and, in October, Virgma ciganized this 
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territory into tlie county of Illinois, and the next yea,r Col. John 
Todd was, at Clakk's request, sent out as civil G-ovcmor. 

The news of .this disaister to British interests aroused Gov, 
Hamilton to the most vigorous efforts to retrieve it. It was 
obvious that this conquest Lad panic-stricken the Indians, and 
threatened the whole British power in the North West. In the 
spring of 1777, Col, Moegan", at Pittsburgh, wrote to Gov. 
Heney, that there were only 66 soldiers at Detroit ; but there 
were at this time about 500 troops there. There were four 
companies of the Eighth or King's Regiment, commanded by 
Maj. Lernoult ; two companies of Butler's Rangers, com- 
manded by Capt. Caldwell, and one of the Fourth Regiment, 
commanded by Capt. Aubet.* The British also had a small 
navy that commanded the Lakes. There were usually several 
hundred Indians gathered about the Fort at Detroit ; but never 
more than twenty-flve were permitted within the gates at one 
time, and these were unarmed. At the very time when Hamil- 
ton received the news of Clark's success, there was a large 
gathering of Indians there with whom he was holding negotia^ 
tions. He gave them the hatchei anew, and urged them to 
more general and violent assaults upon the frontier, and to hold 
, themselves in readiness to join him in proposed movements 
, ■against the Americans. He sent by some Delawares present, a 
,-ijienacing letter to the Council of the Delawares, calling upon 
them " for the last time" to take up the hatehet, and was greatly 
.in&iriated at their firm refusal, and at once ordered an expedition 
. agaiDst them, consisting of Indians and a few soldiers, commanded 
by imo Captains, with orders to return with the scalps of both 
■chiefs and missionaries, but the sudden death of the two officers 
. frustrated the expectation. 

H4.MH.TON immediately planned an exhibition for the recovery 
■of the Illinois, to be commanded by himself. It was composed 
of thirty 'regulars, fifty volunteers, and four or five hundred In- 
dians. The volunteers were subsequently paid for their services 
from the 17th of September,but the expedition did not leave Detroit 
until the 7th -of -October. It is evident that his first purpose was 

".Juflge Ma'i'b ettttement, C I W 

It may hi sdded, tUat Uio Capt. Adeby allnded to, was probably Car/t'lno^r,- 
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to proceed at once to ICaskaskia, where Clark's force waa sta- 
tioned, for he urges Maj. Db Peystbk to send him assistance. 
De Peystek had also received special orders from Gen. Haldi- 
MAKD, oommandiug at Quebec, to do all in his power to assist 
HamiIxTOn in his enterprise. 

In compliance with these orders Db Petstee, on the 2Cth of 
October, dispatched Capt. Db Langlade, and Lieut. Gautius* 
to arouse the Indians around Lake Michigan, assemble them at 
St. Joseph, and to join Hamilton with all the force they could 
raise, or to descend the Illinois, if that was better calculated to 
promote the success of Hajlilton's operations. These officers 
) exhorted to use economy, " as the nations in general have 
' Y had many presents from his Majesty," and to exhort the 
warriors " to use humanity towards the prisoners," who " will 
be ransomed."! 

Hamilton was greatly delayed by storms and bad weather, 
and did not reach Vinceunes until the 17th of December. This 
point, as we have seen, had yielded to the Americans without 
other force than the moral suasion of Father Gibault, and it 
was now held by Capt. Helm and one American. As Helm saw 
this terrific force gathered about the fort, he placed a loaded can- 
non in the gateway and stood by it with a lighted match ; and as 
the enemy approached, called out with a loud voice, "Ilalt/" 
Hamilton demanded a suri-ender. Helm replied, " No man 
shall enter here until I know the terms." The " honors of war" 
were granted, and Capt. Helm with his garrison of o)ie received 
the customary honors. 

Hamilton at once dismissed his Indian allies to prowl upon 
the frontiers or return to their homes, with the purpose in the 
early spring of re-assembling them, with a largely increased 
force both from the north and the south, and then, after re- 
establishing the British power in Illinois, of marching to Fort 
Pitt, sweeping Kentucky and Western Virginia on the \va,y, and 
thus completing the conquest of the frontier. Nor did this plan 
seem visionary to the coolest judgment, and nothing but the 
genius and intrepidity of Clark frustrated it. On the 39th of 

* ThiB probBbly has reforanOB to Gatjtikb De Vervillk, a Dephew of De LiNOLiDB 

and died at Frame da Chlen. about I8C 
SiceUecHont, Voi. 3d, Wia. Ilia. (JoH'b. 
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of January, IT^S, he received the news of Hamilton's occnpa- 
tion of Vincennes, and the condition of his forces. His deter- 
mination was at once taken. In speaking- of Hamilton he says, 
" I knew if I did not take liim, he would take me." 

On the 7th of February, with a force of 176 men, partly com- 
posed of French volunteers, he started for Vincennes. Forty- 
six of these went by water in a keel-boat with some small guns, 
ammunition, stores, etc., and 130 marched with Clark across 
the country. On the 33d, Claek was before Vincennes, and on 
the 35th Hamilton surrendered himself and his force as prisoners 
of war. This wonderful march of 240 miles through a flat 
countrj', over a soft soil, deluged by constant rains — the men 
wading for days through low wet prairies, exhausted and be- 
numbed by fatigue, fasting and cold; the intrepid bearing of 
the noble leader in his utterly desperate and exhausted con- 
dition; the gallant attack upon the fort; the unique correspon- 
dence between the comparatively illiterate back-woodsman and. 
proud British officer,* and the final capture of the post and the 
defending force, with all the stirring and romantic detils, are 
known to every reader of history, and need not be recounted. 

On the ninth of February previous, a company of about forty 
men under the charge of Mr. Adhemak, a commissary, left De- 
troit with a large amount of supplies for Gov. Hamilton. By 
the urgent request of Justice Dejeas, he was permitted to ac- 
company the expedition, in order to obtain from Gov. Hajiilton 
his warrant or authority to justify his own conduct as magis- 
trate, and especially as to the executions already noticed. 

On the fifth of March the entire expedition was captured while 
descending the Wabash with seven boats, and all the letters to 
Gov. Hamilton. Dbjeabt is called by the captors, " Grand 
Judge of Detroit." 

On the seventh of March Clakk dispached Capt. Williams and 
Lieut. Rogers with twenty-five privates, to conduct Gov. Ham- 
ilton, " Grand Judge Dejean," Major Hay, Capt. La Mothe 
and Lieut. Scheifflbin, and twenty others, as prisoners of war, 
to Virginia, The rest of the captured force, being principally 
Frenchmen, were discharged on taking- the oath of neutrality. 

Gov. Hamilton, Dejean and La Mothk were for a while 

■Thacarrespcndenca is in (h5 pojaeaptou of Mr. Urafer. 
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ironed aod closely imprisoned in a duiifreoii at Williamsburg, 
were prohibited the use of pen, ink and paper, and from all inter- 
course, by order of the Council of Virginia, who upon examin- 
ing the evidence before them, found that Hamilton bad been 
guilty of great cruelties to American prisoners at Detroit; that 
he had offered rewards for scalps, but none for prisoners, thus 
inciting the Indians to murder the defenceless ; that Dejean was 
the willing instrument of his cruelty, and that La Mothe had 
himself led scalping parties, who spared neither men, women nor 
children. This imprisonment led to a notable correspondence 
between Washington and Jeppbeson, the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, and others, as to whether as prisoners of war, Hamilton 
and his companions were not entitled to different treutment. 
They were subsequently released and paroled. 

Hamiltos was afterwards, for one year. Governor of Canada, 
and was then appointed Governor of Dominica, and not long after 
died. While Governor of Canada he did not entirely forget Iiis 
subordinates at Detroit. On the ninth of November, 1785, he is- 
sued an order that no one should disturb Matthew Elliott in 
the possession of a lot near the dock yard by the water side, 
without producing titles. 

It has often been charged upon Hamilton that he was relent- 
lessly cinel, that he encouraged the taking of scalps rather than 
prisoners, and that the reign of terror on our Western border was 
measurably his work. That he willing, zealously and vigorously 
carried out the ruthless policy of the British ministry, there can 
be no doubt, and he cannot therefore have been akind or tender- 
hearted man; that he was wantonly cruel in the execution of that 
policy, I think is not sufficiently proved. 

The conquest of Elinois, and the subsequent capture of 
Hamilton constituted a turning-point in the history of the 
North- Wes', By these events, and by these alone, was the north- 
western boundary of the new American Union removed from the 
Ohio to the Great Lakes. No where else did the Americans have 
a foothold in the territory comprising these great States, and ex- 
cept for Gboegb Rogees Clabk and his victories, the North- 
West would have been to-day a British Cariiodian colony. Just 
this result was anticipated by Jkpfjbbson, who wrote to Olahk 
expressing his interest in the proposed expedition, and predict- 
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ing that, if successful, it would have an important bearing ulti- 
mately in establishing our north-western boundary." 

All honor then to George Eogbes Olaek, and to Virginia — 
worthy of her name of " Mother of States" — who sent him forth, 
and then nobly ceded the territory thua snatched by her from the 
common enemy to the whole Union, and deyoted it to freedom. 

No sooner was Hamilton captured than Claek turned his 
eyes towards Detroit, but his force was quite inconsiderable, and 
he exclaims with mortification : " Detroit lost for want of a few 
men !" 

Previous to the reception of the news of Hamilton's capture, 
there was no little uneasiness in Detroit. McIntosh'b expedi- 
tion, so fruitless in good results, had created no little apprehen- 
sion, and the letters written to Hajiiltos at Vincennes, clearly 
indicate that the loyalty of both the French and Indians to the 
British cause was distrusted, and the early return of Hamilton 
was strongly urged. Major Lehnoitlt, who was in command 
during Hamilton's absence, commenced the erection of a strong 
fort, which was completed the following season, and which bore 
his name, until re-christened Fort Shelby, in the war of 1813, 
The Major, in his correspondence with Hamilton, complains, 
that, while the merchants freely aided in this work of defence, 
the French only did so on compulsion. 

The news of the capture of Hamilton, produced great con- 
sternation in Detroit among the adherents of the crown, and no 
little gratification to many of the French. 

The Fort (Laurens) which had been established by Gen. 
McIntosh the fall before, was besieged in January of this year, 
1779, and its inmates were reduced to the greatest distress, and 
almost to starvation. Many were killed. They were finally, 
after a siege of six weeks, relieved by Gen. McIntosh, who with 
seven hundred men brought supplies. Col. Gibson was suc- 
ceeded in the command of the garrison by Maj. Vernon. 

In the summer of the same year, there was another siege bj' a 
small Indian force, but by the interposition of the friendly De!a- 
wares, it was relieved, and soon after in August, the fort was 
abandoned; its establishment having accomplished no good, 
while it had greatly irritated without over-awing the Indians. 

In July of this year. Col.' Bowman headed an expedition of 
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one hundred and jlitj men from Kentucky, against tie Skam- 
nees at Clullicotlie. After some figliting, in wliicli nine men 
were killed and a Sew ivounded, they petnsated without aceom- 
plishiDg any decisive results. 

In October of this year, Major EooEiis, who was iu eommaad 
ot some keel boats and 100 men, while ascending the Ohio with 
supplies from New Orleans, was surprised and attacked near 
where Oineinnati now is, by a large Indian force. Major Hoo- 
•RS and torty.five of his men were killed almost instantly, and 
only a few finally escaped. 

These eTOut. were well calculated to excite and encourage In- 
dian hostilities, and unprotected families and settlements were 
continually suffering all the horrors of savage war. 

The conviction was strong, and growing stronger, that there 
could be no safety to the border as long as Detroit was in pos- 
session ot the British, who from that point directed and con- 
trolled the Indians, and supplied them with munitions of war. 
^ On the lath ot January of this year, (1779) Washihgton, 
in a letter to a committee of Congress, disouasei. the importance 
ot an expedition against Detroit. He suggests that security to 
the border is only to be obtained by offensive measures. On the 
31st of April he writes to Col. Bbodhead, at Pittsburg, to as- 
certain the best season for such an enterprise, and in November 
Brodiusad suggests a winter expedition. 

Claek had again considered, during the summer, the possi- 
bility of raising a sufficient force to march upon Detroit, and 
had been promised 300 volunteers from Kentucky, but owing to 
the repulse of Bowmah, and other circumstances, only 30 ap- 
peared, and he was forced to abandon the enterprise. 

The news of this proposed expedition reached Detroit, and to 
create a diversion in favor of the British, Lieut. Bikkict, of 
the 8th regiment, was sent on an expedition against the Illinois 
settlements, by the way of Chicago. On the 1st of July, Major 
D» PiDiBna, at Maekinaw, issued instructions to Capt. D» 
Lasoiads to do his utmost to raise " the people of the Milwau- 
kee Fork, the Indian tribe of Stinkards" (around Green Bay), 
" and others bordering on Lake Michigan, and with them hurry 
and join Mr. BusNim at Chicago," and to follow him by forced 
marches if he had left. 
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On file ^Oth of July, Benxett was at Cliicago with one Imn- 
dred whites and two hundred Indians, but nothing further ia 
known of the expedition. When the failure of Claek's intend- 
ed enterprise was ascertained, this was doubtless abandoned. 

An abortive effort was also made about this time to incite 
an Indian expedition against Vincennes, but it was found that 
the Indians in that vicinity had espoused the cause of the 
" Bostonians," as they called the Americans, and proposed to 
defend them, and nothing was done. 

Major De Pevster had lon^ sougbt to be transferred from 
Mackinaw to some other command. Gen. Haldimajid express- 
ing a high appreciation of his services there, transferred him 
to Detroit, where he was in command as early as October, 
ITTQ. He was succeeded at Mackinaw by Major St. Claie, 
who remained in command until the close of the war. In 1781 
the British held a treaty with the Indians, by which the 
Island of Mackinaw and Prairie du Chien were ceded by the 
Indians, and both points were soon afterwards occupied by 
the British as military posts. 

The conquest of Illinois, the utter defeat of all the magnificent 
plans of Hamilton, of whom the Indians had the highest opin- 
ion, and his capture had greatly lessened the presliffe of the 
British name among the Indians, and increased that of the 
Americans. Saviiges, quite as much as civilized men, respect 
and believe in success, and the British officers at Detroit felt the 
necessity of striking some great blow to restore and retain the 
confidence of the Indians. 

Disaffection was too rapidly spreading among the French, who 
never loved the British, and who, since the treaty between 
France and the United States, began to express in various ways 
their sympathy with the Colonies. Under the direction of Gen. 
Haldimand in command at Quebec, who was to furnish funds 
therefor, ample an-angements were to be made for the most im- 
posing, extensive and destructive Indian expedition against the 
border, that had ever been organized; to be accompanied and 
aided by Canadian volunteers, and led by British officers of the 
regular army. To give eclat to the expedition and make it ir- 
resistible, cannon were to accompany it. 

s of the most extensive character were commenced 
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in tlie winter of 1779 and '80, and were kept up without inter- 
mission until the expedition waa upon tlie war path the follow- 
ing spring. A largo corps of agente and interpreters was at 
work among the Indians, arousing their cupidity, exciting their 
passions, embittering their zeal, and enlisting their energies. 
They were largely and freely furnished with those articles, which 
increased their comfort, attracted their fancy, or added to their 
murderous efficiency. 

One single mercbantilo firm in Detroit, " Macomb, Edgar & 
Macome," charged to the Indian Department from December 39, 
1779 to May 16, 1770, for goods furnished thereto, £43,989 8s 
8^ sterling, or about 1315,000; and £12,185, ISs 6d for provis- 
ions, which account was paid by Maj. De Peystek by draft on 
Gen. Haldimamd. 

The first charge on this account is for 

£ 3. d. 
3,S7a blankets ^fiii 5 4 

The second : 

7S0 pounds vermilion ^50 Q Q 

Other items of the account may not be without interest; 

Mimitiona of War. 

£ s. d, 

4,574 Wankets 9 381 6 

14,975 pouniii ball, lead and shot .'.!!l.'l23 3 6 

11,925 flints 

8,000 pounds powder 2,000 

476 doien scalping knives 428 8 o 

204 dozen red-haft knives 183 la o 

41 j- dozen otiier inivea 37 7 o 

188 tomahawks 119 

8,363 poniida of brass and copper kettles 1,198 13 4 

6,894J poundB tobacco, 10s 3,502 B 

Oniamental SiqyiNes 

1,208 pounds vermil on 1 " 6 

21,063 ¥^^ds t neel \vx 4o6 16 

SOI dozen looking glasises 4"4 lo 

120 gross Morr s bells 1)00 

8,811 slverbukles 4,; 3 3 

8,300 ear bobs 14 1 o 

36 sloce necklaces ', 6 

280 pounda beads 4J 

622 gross brass nags ''11 4 

142 wr stbands 7s 40 14 o 

135 armbtodi SOs 1 10 

147 gorgets 26s 1 15 

339 e» vhepls IS- 18 

S6 vaki a ns lor tbt ea -s pe d 9 
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69 hftir pipes, I Os -. 29 10 

15 hair plates, 803. 18 15 

51 lai^ double erossea, 16s 40 18 

IS Christfl [silver ccoasesf], I4e 9 2 

IBl paecea flowered broad ribbon, SOs..., 22S 

129 ]aeed hats, 20s 129 

6 yards scarlet oloHi, 40s 12 



se items furnished at Detroit, goods were distrib- 
uted to the Indians in their own country by emissaries, who 
used every artifice to arouse them to talce up the hatchet; 

£. s. d. 
Thus, Charles Beafbien fiirnished goods to Indians at Miami 

Town 1603 8 

Matthew Elliott, in Indian Country 47 6 9 

Capt, McKee do 835 5 fi 

George Gikte do 75 17 

The latter was also furnished with a gun, three horses, a sad- 
dle and bridle, for the Indian country, doubtless to aid him in 
subsidizing the Indians to British interests. 

At Detroit there were usually at this time several hundred In- 
dians gathered around the Fort; and these were doubtless 
largely fed at the public expense, and occasionally some were 
received within the pickets, and there entertained. Thiis bills 
like these are found;* 

£. a. d. 

FosTENor DEaniNDRE — lodging, &c, Indiana, 11 

Charles Guion do 13 

PlEEttE DROnitLARD do 95 2 6 

Andrews & Meldrum, lodging, &c., Wabaali Indians 11 

On one occasion two Indian chiefs, a Shawnee and a Miami, 
are furnished with horses. 

It cannot be wondered at, that such efforts and such largesses 
as these, skillfully addressed to the strongest passions of the 
savage character, enlisted them so generally in the British in- 
terests. 

I£ the inhabitants of the border had any inkling of the prodi- 
gious efforts which were thus making to hurl upon them a force 
at once so murderous and so overwhelming, they must have 
looked forward with dread and foreboding to the coming season. 

But in the meantime, mirth and gayety reigned and held high 
festival at Detroit. Without were the congregated Indians 
sporting their ornaments and gay attire, indulging in savage 
games and dances, making day and night hideous with coarse 

■Original MS. Books inMjchiganHlBtorieal Society. 
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hilarity, and not unl'requently nialcing a display of American 
scalps. Within were gathered many army and navy officers, 
and their families, together with many intelKgent, enterprising 
traders, whom this large expenditure of public money had at- 
tracted to this point, and quite a number of agreeable and at- 
tractive French settlers with their families. Altogether, they 
were too few in number to be divided into classes, and they lived 
almost as one great family. Shut out for a long winter from all 
intercourse with the rest of the world, dependant upon them- 
selves for society, secure from the actual presence of the war 
that elsewhere prevailed, the inhabitants gave themselves up to 
social pleasures with a joyous zest. Dancing assemblies were 
usuaUy held weekly, at which all attended; or as Capt. Grant, 
in a letter of a different date, says, " We hop and bob every 
Monday evening in the Council Room." The ladies dressed 
richly, and always in silk. Silk petticoat costing from £3 12a 
to £o, are frequently charged to officers and citizens in mer- 
chants' accounts.* 

Dancing must have been a favorite amusement, and must 
have been cultivated as a fine art. The following are some of 
the " dancing bills " actually paid in the spring of 1780 : 

Maj. De PBrsTKH. . . il *'i ii 

Capt Bhitton, of tlie navT t; A i, 

Capi Grant, of the navy ,7 „ ' 

CaptBuBNET \j I ] 

Mr. FoHSYTH 20 1 a J 

Dining and otherparties were frequent when choice wines were 
freely drank. On the 17th of March JMajor De Teystek is 
charged with 



Other gentlemen are not unfrequently charged with wine by 
the cask. 

Cards must also have been a favorite amusement, as Mai. De 
Peystee is charged with two and a half dozen packs within three 
months, and other gentlemen in about the same ratio. 
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Prices are indicated by the following charges : 



Indian com >-i I*'' ^'•""^ 

Bum ^11" rto gal 

Tmegar J6s Jo tlo 

Green lea ^U^ do lb 

Coffee Ss do do 

Chocolate le do do 

Castile soap 3t>- do do 

Cinnamon 40i. do do 

ftutniet,-s 41*^ do Ho 

Cloves 4a do oz 

Salt il do keg 

Candles 3^ Bd do It. 

Snuff 12s do do 

In one mstnni-e a slave 13 oliarged at hlM 

A somewhat unique currency, or measure ot values, prevailed 

among those who traded with the Indians, vis ' biii,ks " and 

" does "* instead of pounds and dollars Thus Col Gibson, 
commanding at Fort Laurens, acknowledges himself indebted to 

" Capt. Johnny " for pork furnished the garrison, " seven bucks 
and one doe." 

I find a contemporaneous charge to Geoe&e Giiity, as fol- 
lows; 

To Bftlt, at Shawnj towns 

To lie lbs flour 

To one bag with do 

Tobacco 



A '■ buck " was equivalent to about one dollar. 

The expedition for which such ample preparations were made, 
was organized in the Spring of 1780. An attempt was made to 
get up a volunteer force to accompany the Indians. For this 
purpose, a popular and influential Frenchman, Louis Jbancaiee 
Chobaht, was commissioned as Captain, and an Englishman, 
afterwards a leading and influential merchant, Jonathan Scheif- 
FLEiN, as Lieutenant. These with two sergeants and a corporal, 
all Frenchmen, undertook to organize a company. Twenty-five 
men, of whom twenty-one bore French names, did volunteer, but 
no more. Then follows in the record a list of thirty-two names, 
under the significant heading " qrekved to ffo." Of these, all buj 

•Abbreviated parlance TorbitckEkiDBanddoe^lDS. L. CD. 
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four are French oaines. And under the same heading', follow the 
names of twenty-three, all French but one, who were " ordered 
to go" with Captain Ohenk. This irregular force thus consisted 
of eighty privates and six officers. 

The Indians who joined the expedition are variously estimated 
from five hundred to one thousand.* Whether any regular sol- 
diers accompanied it, I have not been able to ascertain ; but it is 
probable that there were at least sufficient to man the six small 
cannon that were to make the attaks against the stockades of the 
frontiers irresistible. 

The expedition was under the command of Captain Bikd, of 
the Eighth or King's regiment. When it left Detroit, I do not 
know, but the militia force was completely organized by the 
twenty-fourth of March, from which day they were paid— pri- 
vates receiving four shillings per day. It doubtless passed up 
the Maumee, or Miami of the Lakes, and crossed to the head 
waters of the Great Miami, which it descended hi canoes. I 
find twenty-two pirogues or canoes charged to the Indian Depart- 
ment at this time, two of which were delivered to Captain Bird 
while on the way. 

The expedition aimed its first and only blow at two small 
stations on the Licking river. It must have moved very slowly. 
It appeared before Ruddell'e Station, (Harrison county,) on a 
branch of the Licking river, a small settlement of the previous 
year, on the 33d of June. It had been twelve days marching 
from the Ohio, some forty or fifty miles distant. The inhabitants 
were talcen by surprise; resistance was hopeless, and they sur- 
rendered. One man and two women were killed; the rest 
became Indian rather than Bntish prisoners. The settlement 
was plundered, femilies were separated, and the inhabitants laden 
like pack horses with their own effects; and those who sank 
under their burdens were mercilessly tomahawked. 

A similar scene took place at Martin's station, a few miles 
above. These successes, small as they were, sharpened the 
Indian appetite for murder and pUlage, and they urged Capt. 
Bird to attack the older and more important settlements; but 
he refused, and precipitately retired with his whole force. 

" A rasnnacrlp 

Bight bnntlred w, 
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Tims in gloriously ended the expedition from wiiicli so much had 
been anticipated. Two small stations had been captured and 
some prisoners taken. It is believed that Capt. Bikd found 
himself unable to control the treacherous cruelty of the Indians, 
and that his course was dictated by tbe noblest feelings of 
humanity.* Most of the captives were brought to Detroit, 
where the expedition arrived early in August, probably on the 
4th, as the militia were paid to that time. 

This expedition aronsed the Kentuckians to retaliation, and 
on the first of August, nearly one thousand men under Gen. 
Clark, gathered at the site of Cincinnati, and marched into the 
Indian country on Mad River, where after a battle with t-he In- 
dians, they burned their villages and destroyed their crops, thus 
greatly crippling their resources and power of mischief. The 
loss of the invaders was seventeen men. These were the princi- 
pal events of this year, 1780, but it is interesting to note the con- 
stant reference to the great importance of capturing Detroit. 

On the 10th of February, Gov. Jefferson writes to Washing- 
ton", suggesting an expedition against Detroit, to be commanded 
by Clae*k, rather than Bkodhbad. 

On the 11th of February, Beodiieaj) writes to Washington, 
informing him of the new fort at Detroit and its situation, great 
strength, and that its garrison is four hundred and fifty regulars. 
On the 24th of April, the same ofiicer writes that the expedition 
against Detroit must be given up, unless Claek's troops can be 
united with his. On the 30th of May, he writes that the contra- 
dictory statements as to the garrison at Detroit had determined him 
to send Capt. Bbadt f with five whites and two Delaware In- 
dians to Sandusky, to take a British prisoner, and that he had 
promised to other Delaware warriors, fifty hard dollars worth of 
goods for one British soldier. He hopes for success, and if an 

( cspadltion was ortglnally deaignea to atrlka at Col. CLiRK and his 



LonTBTlile; but the stjeamn were nmiBnflUy full ihst seosuii, which cl 
.,„___ ._ .. ..ig original pnrpO!e of alt—'-' — i""i.-iii" b~i 

Enddell'e and Uaitlne'a i 



I looliKiise Ills original 

mflraforo. decidsd to ascend Ij('" ' — '- 



.jMfverlns tie arlillsn _, 

to Btvau^ Station anS Lexington. 

Afier the cnpCnre of Baddell'a and Martin's StiUi 
going forward ' '-*■ "• — •« •-!-.> ti.-,„»'„=«.i t.^ 

bBd, also the ri„ . .-.. . . = 

Ohio river— Uiete (ore the neceaalty <a deecending 11 ... ^ 

which might he espected to take place In a few daje. L. 0. D. 

t The forty years Iwrder warfare, troa 1T54 to 1794, produced no hetler spy and Bconl 
IMnCaat. SiinjiLBiiiTiy. Hla adtenlures, fnll of thrilling interest, It U the deslan of 
the writer of thi« DOte lo embody tn a roluma, lor whlclt Ite has been over thirty years 
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intelligent prisoner is obtained, he proposes to grant him some 
indulgence for intelligence. On the 25th of August, he writes 
that the British treat the French at Detroit with great severity, 
and the latter are ready to welcome American troops. 

On the 25th of September, Gov. Jefferson writes that the 
exposed state of the Virginia frontier makes it necessary to keep 
from five hundred to eight hundred men on duty, to defend them 
against northern Indians, acting under the influence of the Brit- 
ish post at Detroit. He suggests an expedition against Detroit 
under Clakk, at the general expense, estimating its cost at $3,- 
000,000. On the loth of December, he writes that they have 
reason to expect that the ensuing spring a force of two thousand 
British and Indians will descend upon the border, and that Vir- 
ginia has determined to undertake the destru(ition of Detjoit, 
and asks the loan of arms and munitions of war for the expedi- 
tion. 

On the 19th of December, Washington writes to Col. Erod- 
HEAI>, at Pittsburgh, to furnish the required arms and munitions, 
and to aid the expedition of Col. Clark, to the extent of his 
power. He states that the inability of the Continent to under- 
take the reduction of Detroit, "has imposed the task upon the 
State of Virginia." 

The invasion of Virginia in 1781, by the British under Coen- 
WAiLis, prevented that State from furnishing the proposed aid 
to this expedition; still Claek made a great effort to secure the 
necessaiy force. He visited Fort Pitt in May of this year, and 
not getting all the aid in men that he had expected, he writes to 
Washington, on the 36th of that month, soliciting orders for 
such aid. He says, "the Indian war is now more general than 
ever, and any attempt to appease them except by the sword will 
be fruitless." He predicts fatal consequences to the whole fron- 
tier should the expedition fail. But like many another well 
planned expedition for the cause of the Colonies, it did fail for 
want of means and men, 

Clark attempted to rendezvous a force at the mouth of the 
Licking, which, when organized, was to ascend the Miami, but 
instead of gathering two thousand men, as he hoped, only seven 
hundred and fifty came, " and the buffalo meat was all rotten." 
A force of over one hundred men, coming to his aid, from Wcs- 
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tern Pennsylvania, was waj'laid and nearly exterminated. To 
the great chagrin of Clakk, the expedition was abandoned. 

Gen Irvine, then in command at Pittsburgh, writes to Gen. 
Washington on the 2d day of December, ITSl, aimouncing the 
failure of the expedition, and predicts the most disastrous re- 
sults. The Indians and perhaps the British from Detroit, will 
fall on the country with double fury. Fort Pitt is indefensible, 
and^ the inhabitants on the frontier ta,lk of flying east of the 
mountain. He says, Cla.ek " is apprehensive of a visit from 
Detroit," in Kentucky; and that the Indians are so numerous 
there, " that all the inhabitants have been obliged to keep close 
in forts." He believes " if Detroit was demolished," it would 
give " at least temporary ease to this country." 

On the 7th of February, 1783, he writes, that it would take 
3,000 men and three month's time to reduce Detroit, and that 
August is the best time for the expedition. He estimates the 
gi^son to consist of 300 regulars, from 700 to 1,000 militia 
(Canadians), and that 1,000 Indians could be assembled in ten 
day's time 

This was the last of all the projects for the talking of De- 
troit. The long-deferred hope of the capture of this nest, where 
were hatched all the projects for carrj-ing devastation and mur- 
der to our borders, and from whence these projects received their 
support, made the settlers of the border sick at heart, and led to 
cold-blooded, cowardly acts of murderous revenge, which have 
left a dark and indelible stain upon our annals, that we may not 
read without indignant and burning shame. 

THE MOK AVIAN ISBIANS. 

I have already adverted to the fact that, for the most part, the 
Delawares, through the influence of the Moravian missionaries 
on the Muskingum and itsbranches, remained neutral. Thesemis- 
sions were established by the famous David Zeisbekgek in 1773, 
and afterwards there were associated with him the scarcely 
less famous Heckeweldee and other co-laborers. 

They had met with remarkable success among the Delawares — 
a most intelligent tribe — and had gathered around them some 
four or five hundred converts, including some powerful chiefs, 
and were rapidly introducing amongst them the customs and ha- 
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bits of civilize<l life, and especially were they becoming success- 
ful cultivators of the soil. On the breaking out of the Revolution, 
their settled policy was one of peace and neutrality. This policy, 
as well as their location, exposed them to the suspicions of 
both of the contending parties. They were on the shortest and 
best route for the Northern Indians to the Virginia border, and 
from necessity, as well as by the force of Indian customs, they 
treated these Indians with hospitality. On the other hand they 
persuaded many an Indian band to abandon some murderous de- 
sign, and warned the frontier settlers of many another. The 
fierce passions of the hour made no allowance for this apparently 
contradictory conduct, and they were looked upon with undis- 
guised jealousy from both sides. That infamous trio of British 
emissaries, McKbk, Elliott and SmoN Giety, were especially 
inimical to the missionaries. More than once had the last named 
of them planned the murder of Zbisbeegee, but his plans seemed 
frustrated by a Divine interposition. In April, 1781, Col. Bkoc 
HEAD, in command at Pittsburg, organized an expedition of 
about three hundred men and marched to the Tus-oa-ra-was, and 
attacked some pagan Delawares, who had espoused the 
British cause, and succeeded in killing fifteen, and taliing twenty 
prisoners. He treated the missionaries and their converts with 
kindness. This excited the suspicion and the ire of those in 
British interests, and it was determined that the mission should 
be destroyed. Early in August a large company of Indians, led 
by Elliott, and accompanied by six other white men, appeared at 
one of the missions, bearing the British flag. After many days 
of attempted negotiation, and of menace, it was determined to re- 
move the missionaries to Detroit. They were seized by force, 
and on the 11th of September, they with their families, and the 
whole body of Christian Indians, left tlieir plundered homes, 
and on the first of October reached Sandusky river. The story 
of these meek, brave, noble men; their cruel treatment by Gie- 
ty; their compulsory march on foot to Detroit through the hor- 
rors of the Black Swamp, leaving their families and converts; 
their arrival, and manly bearing at Detroit, tattered, weary, hun- 
gry and friendless, as they were ; their reception and courteous 
treatment by the commandant, Maj. De Petstee; the permission 
to return to Sandusky; their sufferings there from cold and 
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famine in the midst of unfriendly Indians, inspired by Giety, 
form one of the most thrilling narratives of our Eevolution- 
ary history. 

In the course of the winter, so intense was the famine, that 
about 150 of the Christian Indians were permitted to return to 
the Tus-ca-ra-was to gather the com left there the fall before, 
and they were there in March following. 

In February of this year, 1782, a party of Indians from tlie 
region of Sandusky penetrated the settlements of Western 
Pennsylvania, and committed their customary depredations. Tlie 
family of one Wallace fell beneath their murderous stroke, under 
circumstances well calculated to arouse the most intense feeling, 
and a deep thirst for revenge. Supicion, though without cause, 
jested upon the Moravian Indian. An expedition was at once 
organized of about 00 men, mainly from the settlements of the 
Monongahela, of which Col. Williamson was commander. 

They marched to the Moravian towns early in March, where 
they found a portion of the Christian Indians who had been sent 
back from Sandusky, dwelling in peace and unsuspecting secu- 
rity. They received Williamson's party as friends, treated them 
with hospitality, and cheerfully delivered to them their arms. 
They were then driven together, bound and thrust into some huts. 
It was then voted, that the whole body, men, women and chil- 
dren B'hould be put to death. The details of the cold-blooded 
butchery which followed, are too horrid for repetition. Twenty- 
nine men, twenty-seven women and thirty children, twelve of 
whom were mere babes, were thus shamefully murdered. The 
victims died like Christian martyrs, praising God. 

This atrocious slaughter tills us with such horror and indigna- 
tion, that it is difficult for us to conceive the state of mind which 
led to it. But we should remember, that for years, the border 
had suffered all the terrible murderous atrocities of an Indian war ; 
that the settlers did not, and could not, fully distinguish between 
the perpetrators of these deeds of blood, and those innocent of 
them ; that with them an Indian was but an Indian, and that the 
passion for revenge had been roused to deepest fury. 

This expedition gave birth to another and a much more for- 
midable one, organized with a like intent — to spare no Indian, 
friend or foe. Four hundred and eighty men, well mounted and 
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armed, reodez^^oused at the Mingo Bottom of the Ohio, above 
Wheeling, on the 35tli of May, 1783, and Col. Ceawfoed was 
elected commander. They reached Sandusky river June 6th. 
On the 7th, the Indians gave them battle without decisive re- 
sults, but the savages were evidently gathering a large force, 
and on the 9th a retreat was ordered. Col. Ceawfoed, and sev- 
eral others, got separated from the main force, and were taken 
prisoners. Several of them were tomahawked, but to Cevw- 
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who at that time never preached. The Protestants had no minis- 
ter nor service of any kind. Justices of the peace attended 
their weddings and funerals, and sometimes baptised their ohil- 

A somewhat notable character, the famous Mohawk Indian 
Chief, Oapt. Beant, was probably in Detroit in the spring of 
this year, as eight gaUons of " best port" are there charged to 
him, at 33s per gallon. 

The capture of Coknwallis at Yorktown, in October, 1781, 
was virtually a triumph of the American Revolution, and although 
the final treaty of peace was not signed until 1783, the war had 
practically ceased except upon the frontier. In the beginning of 
August, 1782, Sir Guy Caeleton wrote to Gen. Washington 
that negotiations for pea«e had commenced at Paris, and that the 
independence of the United States would be conceded as a pre- 
liminary step. 
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But in the same month a most formidable force of Nortliern 
Indians, led by SniON Giett and McKkk, invaded Kentucliy. 
On the 16th of August they appeared at Bryan's Station, invest- 
ed it for tvro days, when they retired, after the loss of thirty 
warriors. 

The Keiituckians, aroused by this invasion, gathered in small 
force ; and then followed, on the 19th, the short and disastrous 
battle of the Blue Licks, in which, out of about 180 men, 60 
were killed and 7 taken prisoners; among the killed was Col - 
Todd, the civil Grovernor of the Illinois country. 

To avenge this disaster Claek assembled about 1,000 mounted 
riflemen, and invaded the Indian towns of Ohio; but the alarm 
had been given, and he found them empty of inhabitants. The 
villages were fired, and the cornfields laid waste. Seven prison- 
ers were taken and ten of the enemy killed, and two white cap- 
tives re -taken. 

The last event of this border war was the investment of Fort 
Henry, at Wheeling, by a force of three hundred and fifty Indi- 
ans under George Giett, and a company of Queen's Rangers, 
commanded by Capt. Pratt. An attempt was made to storm 
the fort, but by the aid of a small cannon, it was repulsed. On 
the second day of the siege, Capt. Wiii.iAiisos' with seventy 
mounted men, came to the relief of the little garrison, and the 
Indians quickly disappeared, A portion of them appeared be- 
fore Rice's Fort, some fourteen miles distant, but they were re- 
pulsed by its garrison of six men, with a loss of four warriors. 

This was tlie last effort of Indian hostility which we have to 
notice. 

Peace was not formally proclaimed until April, 1783, but a 
state of quietude had existed fot months before. By the terms 
of the treaty, tlie North-West, although never compJetely con- 
quered by American arms, became a part of the American Union. 
Detroit and its dependencies continued to be occupied by the 
British until July, 1796, when for the first time this xnhole North- 
West, came under the dominion of the American flag. 

Of its progress, of its great wealth and unprecedented growth, 
both in population and all the elements of a Christian civilization, 
I have spoken. It has no grim, war-worn battlements, telling us, 
in their mute and expressive language, of an iron age — -an iron 
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race — long since passed away. It lias no i-uincd temples and 
columns — no broken statues— no exhumed cities left as monuments 
of a civilization, which no longer exists. Its greatness is in the 
future, yet clear to those who look through the vista of coming 
years with an intelligent and steady gaze. 

But even here we have Rpast, and one of no small interest — a 
pafit that reaches back beyond the clearly-defined regions of fact, 
into the dim and shadowy regions of romance. We have the his- 
tory of the gay and happy Frenchman leaving his storied, native 
land — its vine-clad hills and sunny valleys, and with a passive he- 
roism, that defies every danger, and endures every trial, here 
cheerfully— nay, joyously— struggling vrith nature in her obscur- 
est, wildest depths, and meeting upon his own ground, and around 
his own camp-fires, the still wilder savage; /te?-e planting the foot- 
steps of an advancing civilization, and in the midst of every peril 
and every privation, creating an Arcadia of simple happiness amid 
the green prairies and the somber forests that lined the banks of 
our noble lakes and beautifid rivers. The author, who with a 
genial spirit and an artist's eye, looking through the dim trans- 
parency of the past, shall reproduce to us a true and lively pic- 
ture of the first century of the French occupation of the North- 
West, will deserve and receive the warmest gratitude. 

Then comes in our history the stirring events connected with 
the conquest of Canada by Great Britain— the surrender of the 
North- West to the conquering power — the conspiracy of Ponti- 
AC— the siege of Detroit^-the capture or abandonment of other 
posts so graphically described by Paekm-vn; and finally the 
American Revolution, some of the incidents of which I have 
sought to trace. 

Nor is our later history without its absorbing interest. Dur- 
ing the war of 1813, the North- West was the scene of stirring 
and tragic events; and when armed rebellion raised its bloody 
hands against the Union, the North- West poured forth its hardy 
eons in one generous, mighty and continuous stream, and where 
there was danger to be met, suffering to be endured, or glory to 
be won, they were among the foremost. Stalwart blows fhey 
dealt, and their blood has enriched, and their bones whitened, 
every battle field. 
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Nor in the glorious victories of peace does it stand second to 
any portion of our common country. It becomes us, in the spirit 
of filial devotion, to hnoio and to record i\iis'hiaiorj — to gather 
lip even the minute threads thereof, and to weave them with a 
bright and natural coloring into one beautiful, harmonious whole. 
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APPENDIX.* 



List of ( 



ment 

Duperon Baby, 
Alexander MeKee, 
Isadora Cliesne, 
Charles Braubm, 
(Eaelv under pay at tea 
siiillbgB sterlii^ per 
day.) 

Matthew Elliotli 
Simon Girlliy, 
James Girtby, 
George Girthy, 
Piere Drouillard, 
William Tucker, 
Eobert Surphlit, 



.-.*, Smiths, Sc, ir< 
Detroit, Octob&r 34, 

FonleDoy Duquender, 
(Each siifeen shillings, 
York currency, per 
day.) 

Bicolas LorMue, 
(Ten shillings, York cur- 
rency.) 
Jeancnire Chabert, 
(Eight shilliiiga York 
currency, and ten 
shillings sterling from 
24th March.) 
Claud Lubute, 
Henry Baby, 



tJie Indian Depa 
1779. 

Praneia Diel, 
Duplessis, 
La Seuexe, 



Thomas McCarty, 
2ith June— 

Francis L'Coellie, 

D. Duquinder, 
(Each eight shillings 
York per day.) 

John Maeliay, 
(Four shillings, TorL) 



Zist of Volunteers, ^c, wi the Expedition of Captain Bird, ivith 
their pay from Mtk Mm-ch to iith May, 1780. 
Caplam Chabert, sjsty-one days, at ten shillings sterling per day; lieutenant 
Jonathan SchemfeUn, eight shillings, York curi^ncy; Ankm Chamn and Francis 
Babanl, sezgeants, each six shillings, York; Joseph Carrie, oorporal, five shillings, 
York; and the Mowing privates, each four shilhngs, York omTency: 



Louis Somlers, 
F's Ti-udelle, 
Antoina Trutlje, 
Claude Eichaoi, 
Baiil Moran, 
Jean Mary Plante, 
Pierce 1/mm, 
Andrew Bertiaume, 
Joseph LafonI, 



Guillaume MaJlet, 
J. B. Baazau, 
John Jones, 
Jean Marie Marion, 
Pierre Tessier, 
Francois Tessier, 
Antoine Martell, 
Joseph Longuiel, 



Joseph Laliberte, 
William Greg, 
Edward Shehe, 
John Flurry, 
John Stockivell, 
Joseph Reagh, 
John MuiTay, 
James Tussy. 



''Orderedto Go"— ^ach four shillings, rorJc,per day: 



Jean Marie LaCerp, 
Jacques Chactier, 
Amable Jitter, 
Joseph Bergeron, 
Paul Lasaline, 
Bonavanture Lariviete, 
Pierre Demerk, 
Jacques Pi-udhomme, 
Pierre Labutie, 
J. B. Labady, 
Ijouis Desaunier, 



nt paid to the above was £828 18s. 8^d. 




J. B. Liyeunesse, 
Pierre St. Louis, 
J. B. Ledaux, 
Charleboy, 
J. B. Peltier. 
Francois Bylaii', 
Joseph Drouiiliart, 
Alex'r Johnson, 
Julieii Labutte, 
J. B. Tramhlay, 
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The followini 

Joseph Bla; 

McPhee, each eight sMllings, York currency; and Qie following eiioh four ahillin; 
York: 



ordered to go" with Captain Chene; 
Deg^ne, Charles Ijebianc, Pierre Robert, and James 



Pierre Minj, 
Charlea Boseaii, 
Simon Yas, 
Mohel Trarablaj, 
Chi'isostome St Louia, 



J. B. Moninarel, 
Joseph Grimard, 
Andre Vlger, 
Andre Maiv, 
Etienne Lebeau, 
Jean B. Lajcunesse, 



Francois Pnidhomme, 
J. P. Yax, 
J. B. Labadr, Jr., 
JaeqHes Chauvin, 
Pierre Clenehette, Cl'k, 
J. B. Ledne. 



May "ioth to 



The total paj of the above, added to Capt. Chabert's company, amounted to 
£1,165 10s. 8Jd. 



Pay Boll of Volunteers viUh 0<^t. Bird, fro: 
August ith, 1780, 73 days: 
Louis Jeancaire Chabert, Captain, ten shillings, sterling, per day; Jonadian Sliif- 
fling, Lieutenaatj eight Bhillings; Baubautt Chanon, Wm. Gregg and James Mc- 
ApMe, Sergeants, six shillings; Josep Carrier, Joseph TrouilUer and Joseph Eougli, 
Corporals, five Bhillings; and the following pi'lvates at four shillings each: 



Francis Trudel!, 
GnUiame MeUet, 
Bapt. Brazau, 
Claud Richard, 
Baail Morran, 
Jean Marie Plant, 
Antoine Tmttier, 
John Fleury, 
Pierre Lii^n, 
Andre Berthiaume, 
Joseph Laforest, 
Joseph Lonrite, 
Edward Shehe, 
John Stockwell, 



John Johnea 
John Munv 
James Treasey 
Jean Mane Manon, 
Pierre Tisier 
Fi'ancis Tiaier 
Antome Martelle, 
Joseph Lxhi;eit\ 
J. B Labadte 
J. M Lleit 
Joseph BeigL -on 
Bonavantuie LaoTl r 
JacqiePiullomme 
Pierre Laluette 



Louis Dezonier, 
Etienne Tromble, 
J B Favorau, 
Jatiiue Lozen, 
Benjamin Chapue, 
Piei re Mizie, 
Louis Morran, 
Bipt Ladlike, 
T( n-JST, it Charlaboy, 
Eipt Piltier, 
Jul an Labute, 



Darnel Whaler, from the 25th May to 20th June 27 dnjs Joseph Guilbeau-t, 
from a5th May to Ist July, SS days; Henry Aunger fiom 35th "Wij to 18th June, 
33 days; John BL-t, from 25th May to 2Sd June SO day Hoger Welsh, da, 80 
days ; Caleb Beynolde and Pierre Chinohett, Tolunteera each 72 days, ftiar shillings 
per day; Capt. Morran, one lieutenant, one seigeant, and fnrly men for 21 days on 
Survey, widi provisions for Capi Bi-ds pirty Cait Moiani pij roll amounting 
to £199 10a., and the total of this pay roll uii-luding Moran i il 019 12s. Sid, 
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CONDITION OF THE SOCIETY. 



A synopsis of the Annual Report of the Society, January 3, 
1871, shows: That the receipts into the General Fund the past 
year, were 13,588.04; disbursements, 13,341,40, leaving an unex- 
pended balance of $346.64. The Binding Fund, which was last 
year reported at $368.53, has been increased by a §30 life mem- 
bership fee from Col. Thomas Retsolds, and from annual dues 
and accrued interest, to $458.07. The Society earnestly pleads 
for contributions to this important fund. 

The past and present condition of the Library, are shown by 
the following table : 



DATE. - |.S 


i. 

a 


1" 


P 


18B4, Jan. 1 


' 50 
1,000 
1,065 
1,005 
l,02i 

1,107 

1,800 
837 
610 
544 
248 
520 

923 
5,462 

1,970 










1,000 

3,000 

300 

959 

600 

723 

3,134 

711 

2,373 

354 

226 

806 

2,S11 

1,043 

6,240 
1,372- 






8,085 
1,805 

1^607 
2,528 
1,971 
1,B21 
2,917 
604 
740 
1,174 
8,734 
6, 505 
8,520 
7,163 
3,842 


« 

10 
12 
14 
IS 
18 
19 

31 
25 
31 
35 

45 




1857, Jan. 6 


420 
403 










isflwa,,.? :::: 

iS6a,J>iLS 

1803, Jan. a 
1884, Jan. 2 
1865, Jan. 3 
1806, Jan. 2 

1809; Jan! 1 
1B70, Jan. 4 


504 
826 
742 
340 
092 
280 
000 
605 
025 
188 
530 




22,29* 


23,336 


46,530 




----=^--=^™=^= 
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The additions of the year to the Library, have been 1,970 vduTOes, 
of which 1,270 were acquired by donation, and 700 by purchase; 
and 1,373 documents and pamphlets. Of the book additions, 56 
volumes are folios, and 341 quartos — making a total of 1,661 
folios now in the library, and 3,075 quartos, and 3,736 folios and 
quartos together. There have been added 54 bound volumes to 
the newspaper department, making the total of that valuable col- 
lection, 1,601 volumes, of which 156 volumes were printed prior 
to the present century. The present number of maps and atlases, 
501. A portrait of Capt. Gileeet Knapp has been added to the 
Art Gallery, and a superior marble bust of Hon. AtEXAiroEE 
Mitchell, by F. B. Ives, an eminent sculptor at Rome. The 
Cabinet of Curiosities and Natural History has received many 
important additions. 
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orncERs or the societt- 



-1871. 



raCiJEASE A. LAPHAM,' LL.D., Milwaukee. 



Hon. HENRT S. BAIED 

Hon. ALEX. MT HELL, 

Hon. JAMES 11. D OLITILE 

Hon. JAMES T. LEW lb 

Hon. HARLOIV" S OET N LL D 

Hon. JAMES SUTHERLAND 

Hon. H. D. BAEEOA 

Hon. A. A, TOWN&EVD 

Hon. GEORGE HIER, 

Hon. A. G. MHXEB 



L. Hon. GYRUS -R OODMAN 

i. Hon. PERRY H SMITH 

i. Hon. HEKBY KA^DALL 

L Hon. JOHN OATLiy 

: Hon. STEPHEN TAILOR 

1. Hon. A 0. DOD E 

■. Hon. L. J. PAKWELL 



LYMAN 0. DKAPER. 

RECORDING SECIIETAHY; 

Col. S. V. SHIPMAN. 



Hon. L. FAIECHILD, 

Goveraor. 
-Foi- One Year. 
Got. L. TAIRCHILD, 
Hon. K B. DEAN, 
CoL P. H. HRMIJf, 
Hon. L. B. VILAS, 
Gen. D. ATWOOD, 
Hon. HORACE EUBLEE, 
0. M. CONOVEB 
Hon. JOHN Y. SMITH 
B. J. STEVENS, 



DANIEL S. DURKIK. 



CFBaioES r 

£!x.qmcio. 

Hon. Ll. BKEESE, 

Secretary of Stale. 
Por Ttiio Team. 
Hon. D. WORTHINGTON 
C. P. CHAPMAN, 
Prof. J. D. BUTLEE, 
Prof, a H. CARPENTER, 
Hon. JAMES BOSS, 
N. B. VAN SLYKE, 
J. D. GUENEE, 
E. W. SKINNER, 
M^. J. 0. CULVER 



Hon. HENRY BMTZ, 

State Treasurer. 
S-or Th,-m Yean. 
, Gea SIMEON MILLS 
Hon. GEO. B. SMITH 
Gen. G. P. DELAPLAINE. 
Dr. JOSEPH HOBBINS, 
Hon. AND'W PROUDFIT 
S. U. PINNEY ' 

Hon.E. W. KEYES' 
JAMES L. HILL, 
Hon, S. D. HASTINGS. 
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STANDING- C0MMITTEES~18'M. 



Messrs. Draper, G. B. Smith, Butler, Cai'penter and Ciilvei-. 
Auditing Acnoants — 

Meaara. HasUngs, Firmin, Shipman and Chapman. 
Finance — 

Meflsra. Mills, Bieta, Hastings, Van Sljke and Gumee. 
Mndowmeni — 

Messrs. Draper, ¥nn Slyke, Delaplaine, Milla, Woi'thlngton, Atwoi 
Pinney, Orton, Hill, HuBtings and Proudfit. 
lAterrtry Excliannes— 

Messrs. Durrie, Firmin, Hobbins, Skinner and Breeae. 
Caiijisi— 

Messrs. Shipman, Faireliild, Vilas, Stevens, Ke)'ea and Durrie. 

Delaplaine and Stevens. 
Printing — 

Messrs. Eoas, Carpenter, Culver, Keyes and J. Y. Smitli. 
Art trollcry — 

Messrs. Carpenter, Delaplaine, Mills, FairoMld,Breese, Tilaa and Slliprai 
Siltorical Narratives— 

Messrs. Finney, Fairchild, Orion, Shipman and Draper. 
Indian Histary and Nomenclatnre — 

Messrs. Chapman, J. T. Smith, Butler, Hill and Stevens. 
Leetieree asrd Essays — 

Messrs. Eoas, Butler, Worthington, Conmer and Durrie. 
Soliciting Committee — 

Mesara. Hobbins, Shipman, Chapman, Bictz and Dean. 
Annual Address — 

Messrs. G. B. Smith, Eoss, Gurnee, Pairtliild and Pinney. 
Membership N'oininationt — 

Messrs. Mills, Breese, Gumee, Proudfil and Skmner. 
Libi-ary Fuivhasns and Pixttires — 

Messrs. Draper, ConOTer and Durife 
Obiiuariea — 

Messrs. Atwood, Delaplaine, Ross, Dean and Ilaslinga, 



Okjects of Collection.— The Society eameslly solicits of every editor and pub- 
lisher of a newspaper or periodical in the State the regulat traiisiniseion of sucli 
publication ; Books and Pamphlets on all subjects of Interest or wferenoo ; Maga- 
zines, Hewspaper Piles. Maps, Engcavbgs; Portraits of Wisconsin pioneers and 
other prominent personages ; War and Indian relics, and otlier curiosilJes; Natra- 
tives of Eai'ly Settlement, Hardships, Border Wars, and of tlie pai't borne by Wis- 
consin men in the late war of flie rebellion. 
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MEMORIAL 

TO THB 


MEN 


OF CAMBRIDGE 


FIEST 


BATTLE OF THE EEVOLOTIONAEY WAE 




Services of Dedication, Nov. 3, 1870. 






# 






OAMBEIDGE : 




PRESS OF JOHN WILSON AND SON. [J j 
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MEMORIAL 



MEN OF CAMBRIDGE 



FIEST BATTLE OF THE BEVOLDTIOMAKr WAR. 



Services op Dedication, Nov. 3, 1870. 




CAMBRIDGE : 

PRESS OF JOHN WILSON AND SON. 
1870. 
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CAMnRiDGE, 28 Nov., 1870. 
Justin A. Jacobs, Esq., City Clerk : 

My d.ab Sm,_I acknowledge with plos.ar. the receipt of 
tie oto of the Citj Government concerning the address delivered 
a. 11 e request on the third inst, and beg leave to r.tnrn ntj thanks 
for tl e k nd terms in which the address is mentioned. 

I «o daneo with their request, I have now the honor to far- 
n si 1 opj of the address, and to submit it to their disposal. 
I am, yours most truly, 

ALEXANDER IMcKENZlE. 



In Board of Aldermen, Nov. 30, 1870. 
Referred to Alderman March. Sent down for concnTence. 
^'»"'- JUSTIN A. JACOBS, Oil, Okh 



In Common Councii., Dec. 7, 1870. 
Concurred. 

Attest ! J. jy COTTON, Clai. 
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NOTE. 



rTTHIS Publication embraces a detailed account of the 
-^ proceedings of the City Government, and those who 
gave their assistance, in providing for the erection and dedi- 
cation of a Monument in honor of those sons of Cambridge 
■who fell in defence of the popular cause, on the memorable 
19th of April, 1775, within the territorial limits of the 
town. 

Tlio Monument is placed in the ancient burial-ground, 
in front of tlie College, upon the spot where the remains 
of three of the patriots were buried. It is of Scotch granite, 
about ten feet in height, and presents a very beautiful and 
substantial appearance. It bears this inscription, prepared 
by the Rev. Alexakdek McKenzib : 

Erected by lie City 

A. D., 1870. 

To the memory of 

JOHN HICKS, 

WILLIAM MARCT, 

MOSES RICHAEDSON, 

Buried here. 
JASON RDSSELL, 
JABEZ WYMAN, 
JASON WmSHIP, 
Buried in Menolomy, 

MEN OF CAM BRIDGE 

Who fell ill defence of liie Liberty of the Poople, 

April 19, 1775. 

" O, what a glorious morning is this! " 

The exercises at the dedication were held in the vestry 
of the First Parish Church, overlooking the burial-ground, 
on the 3d of November, 1870, and were attended by a 



lyClOOglC 



6 CAMBRIDGE BEVOLUTIONARY MEMORIAL. 

large number of ladies and citizens, notwithstanding the 
unfavorable weather, which prevented the audience froui 
assembling upon the ground where the Monument is 
placed. 

The services of dedication consisted of Music by a choir, 
under the direction of George Fishbe, Esq, ; and Addresses 
by Hon, H, H. Harding, Mayor of the city, and the Rev. 
Alexander McKbnzie ; — Rev. Pliny Wood officiating as 
Chaplain. 

The first official step towards the erection of a Memorial 
to those citizens who fell within the limits of the town on 
the day of the battle of Lexington, was taken by Alderman 
HoEATio G-. Parker, on the 14th of September last, who on 
that day introduced the necessary order to the Board of 
wiiich he was a member. Tlie order was adopted, without 
dissent, by both branches of the Government. 

These proceedings, it is believed, will be regarded as a 
valuable contribution to the history of Cambridge. 
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ALDERMAN PAEKEE'S ADDRESS. 



QN the :4tl. September, 1870, Alderman Hobatio G. 
PiEMR, ot Ward One, submitted the following order 
to the Board of Aldermen : — 

Orda-al, That the Commiltee on (I,e SoU.n,' MonnBenl be 
direoted to phoe a mitnble memorial of Hone oo the Old Burial 
&,oaad, m Waid One -o™, the common g,a,e of c.n.ens of thi, 
to.n who fcU on the 19lh of April, 17r!.-at a co.t not exceeding 
five handled djlh,,, ,nd that the expense thereof he chained to 
Incidental Expenses 

Mr Poikei said he had been requested bj citizens of 
Cambridge to introduce the order. 

The matter has been freshly brought to the minds 
of our people by the EevereniJ Alexander McKenzie, 
who, in his recent address at the dedication of onr 
Soldiers' Monnment, said, — 

" Down this road were brought some of our own 
people who had fallen, and in the hurry and con- 
fusion of the time were thrown into a common trench 
in this graveyard, until a happier day shotdd come 
and they might have a better buriah Tradition jts- 
cribes to General Warren, who had himself been 
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o CAJIBRIDGE REVOLUTIONARY MEMORIAL. 

within a hair's breadth of death, the promise that these 
fallen patriots should have the care which was due 
them. That day has been long in coming. The 
grave into which they were cast remains here un- 
marked. I trust it will not be thought alien to the 
purpose of this occasion, if I turn aside to ask that 
the administration of your Honor, into which falls the 
renown of this day, will take to itself the further 
privilege of erecting an appropriate stone over the 
place where the earlier patriotic dead of Cambridge 
have been waiting so long." 

Those earlier patriotic dead of Cambridge, Mr. 
Mayor, fell April 19, 1775, the day of the battle of 
Lexington. They, in their earnestness to hunt and 
harass the King's troops, got between the British main 
body and flank guard ; and there were shot dead. 

At night, after the British troops had fled, the 
bodies of these men were brought down the West 
Cambridge road, and across oui" Common to the grave- 
yard, where their terriiied and agonized relatives and 
neighbors hastily dug for them a common grave. Into 
that common grave they were throivn, their only 
covering their bloody battle garments. And so they 
were buried. 

It was the first burial of men who fell in arms in 
our eight years' Eevolutionary War ; and the men and 
women who stood by, holding the torches and viewing 
the sad sight, felt keenly and bitterly the want of 
those common methods and furnishings by which we 
endeavor to show our respect and affection for the 
worthy dead. 
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CAMBRIDGE REVOLUTIONAET MEMORIAL, 9 

General Wan-en endeavored to comfort those neigh- 
bors, friends, and relatives, by saying to them that the 
tronbles of the land would soon be over, peace would 
come, and the proper thing should be done in mem- 
ory and honor of those whom now they must so bury. 
In less than two months, General Warren had himself 
gloriously fallen, in the same manner, in the same 
cause; and his promise descended with his honors to 
the generations following. 

Nearly one hundred years ago, Mr. Mayor, those 
men fell and were thus buried, and General Warren 
so promised ; and that promise remains unfulSlled, 
that common grove remains unmarked to this day. 

The people of Cambridge desire that this should be 
so no longer. They are eager that this duty of in 
some appropriate way designating and marking that 
common grave of our citizens, who fell on the day of 
the battle of Lexington, should be at once performed. 
Our people recognize m this a patriotic duty too 
long neglected; and they feel it a pleasure that, while 
they shall discharge this their duty, they shall at the 
same time fulffl the proper and sympathizing promise 
of General Warren. 
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DEDICATION. 



rriHE exorcises were opened by the Rev. Pliny Wood, who 
addresaed the Throne of Grace iu a fervent manner ; 
calling upon the Giver of Good to bless the occasion, that it 
might awaken in every heart the desire to perpetuate the 
memory which clusters around the names of the patriot 
dead, who resisted to their death the efforts of Great Britain 
to place a yoke upon the necks of the people. 

Following tlie Chaplain, a select choir of ten voices, under 
the direction of George Fisher, Esq., rendered the beautiful 
prayer from " Moses in Egypt." This concluded, Mayor 
Harding addressed the audience. 

EEMARKS OF THE HON. TL R. HARDING, 

When, some four months ago, we dedicated the 
Monument which stands on yonder Common, we were 
reminded by the Orator of that day of a duty which 
had long been neglected, but which it was not yet too 
late to perform. He recalled to our memories the 
events of that early period of our history, when re- 
sistance to British oppression began on these shores, 
and when our ancestors first met the enemies of liberty 
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1-^ CAMBBIDGE EBVOLUTIONAEY MEMORIAL. 

in tile deadly contest which ended mth the establish- 
ment here of a great Republic. He painted in vivid 
colors the circumstances which preceded and attended 
the &st battle of the Kevolution : how the midnight 
messengers hui-ried along these roads, bearing the 
feai'ful tidings that the troops of King George were 
on the march to pillage, to burn, and to murder ; how 
the drums beat to arms, and the warning bells sum- 
moned patriotic men to the stern duties of the battle- 
field ; how " women clustered together in their agony, 
alarmed for the fate of theii- husbands and sons, hear- 
ing the distant firing, then looking upon the battle as 
it came nearer, sure that some hearts were to break, 
some homes to be made desolate." He told us, further, 
how some of our own people who had fallen were 
brought down this road — now North Avenue — and 
were buried here in tliis graveyard in a common 
trench, where they should await happier days for a 
more suitable interment From that day — so sad, 
and yet so glorious ■ — until the present, there has 
been no attempt to fulfil the pledge given by General 
Warren, that these fallen patriots should have the 
care that was due them. From that day to this no 
stone has marked their burial-place, no inscription has 
informed the passing traveller that here he buried the 
remains of those who died for country and for the 
rights of man. 

Thanks to the reverend and patriotic gentleman 
who spoke to us on the occasion that I have referred 
to, and who will speak to us to-day ; thanks also to 
the City Council, which responded with alacrity to 
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CAMBEIDGE EEVOLUTIONAEY MEMORIAL. 13 

the suggestions of our friend, — we ore no longer to 
rest under the stigma of haying forgotten the sernccs 
of the men who perished in that earliest contest, or 
0-" n.glecting to mark the spot where their mortal 
remains were deposited. Ear-ly in the month of Sep- 
tember last, Alderman Parker, of the First "Ward, 
offered an order, in the branch of which he is a mem- 
ber, instructing the Committee on the Soldiers' Monu- 
ment to procure and set up in this burial-ground a 
memorial stone to commemorate the deeds and the 
names of the Cambridge citizens who foil on the 19th 
of April, 1775. The order was unanimously adopted 
in both branches of the GoTemment, and the Com- 
mittee proceeded to attend to the duty which had 
been imposed upon them. They selected a plain and 
simple shaft of Scotch granite, and caused a suitable 
inscription to be cut upon its face. They have placed 
it on the spot where the patriots were buried, and 
which, by a happy chance, is in full view from that 
whereon is erected the structure which commemorates 
the deeds and names of the Cambridge men who fell 
in the war of the Rebellion. 

We are assembled here this afternoon to dedicate 
this Memorial Stone. As we read the inscription that 
is borne upon it, we are carried back in imagination 
to the days when our Eepublic was but a blight and 
beautiful vision of the futui-e, and not an accomplished 
fact; when our country had no national existence, 
but was still a dependency of the British Crown ■ 
when no flag, brilliant with stars and beaming with 
stripes, floated on the breeze to stir the hearts of men 
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14 CAMBRIDGE REVOT.UTIONARY MEMORIAL. 

■with recollections of past victories ; wlien no strains of 
martial music encouraged the brave or inspired the 
timid with valor ; when the battles were fought by an 
undisciplined yeomanry against the trained soldiers of 
Europe ; and when to die for one's country was to be 
hunied with but little of ceremony, unshrouded and 
uncofiined, into an unmarked grave. But if these 
things were true of the " time that tried men's souls," 
let us, who came here nearly a century later, pour out 
a measure of gratitude all the more full and fervent. 
Let us, to whom the Repubhc is a splendid reality; 
who are citizens of one of the most powerful nations 
on the face of the globe ; whose eyes are gladdened 
by the sight of that starry banner, which is the symbol 
of a country which has proved itself impregnable 
against the assaults of foreign war and of domestic 
treason, — let us remember with pride and thankful- 
ness the services of those who laid the foundation 
stones of this grand temple of American Liberty. 

The 19th of April was a sad day for Carabi-idge. 
She had lost six of her sons in a single battle, 
and this when her population was only sixteen 
hundred souls. Now she numbers forty thousand, 
and a loss of one hundred and fifty in a battle would 
be in the same proportion as was a loss of six in the 
year 1115. It was a sad day; but death must, sooner 
or later, come to all. It has come to all who saw tliat 
struggle. The soldiers, the yeomanry, the agonized 
women, even the children, — all are gone. But there 
are six names that survive, and will surnve for many 
a century yet to come. The names of the men who 
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CAMBlilDGE REVOLUTIONARY MEMORIAL. 15 

fell, and who received so unworthy a burial, have 
been preserved, and are now recorded imperishably. 
To-day we remember them, and are thankful that they 
lived and fought. Soon we, too, shall pass away; but 
our successors will take our places, and will bring 
here the tribute of grateful hearts. The stately 
Monument which adorns the Common, and the hum- 
bler shaft which we have placed here, both speak to 
us of patriotism, of devotion to duty, and of self-sacri- 
fice in the cause of human rights. May they carry 
down to the latest posterity the story of heroic valor 
in the cause of liberty, of justice, and of nationality 
created and preserved. 

When the Mayor had finished, the choir sung the fol- 
lowing original hymn, contributed by Mrs. A. C. Wel- 
lington : 

Borne on the ear in ncceiits low 

I'rom recollection's tide, 
Thought witfts us scenes of early days 

Which courage beautified. 

In solemn consecration met. 

We tune our meloclj' ; 
Grateful petitions we would raise, 

And lift our hearts on high. 

In mem'ry of that Ijeauteoua crown, 

A patriot's just reward. 
Prized be the fair inheritance 

Bequeathed to us to guard ! 

Our fethers fought the glorious fight 

At Liberty's dear shrine ; 
Aflfection's tendrils lovingly 

Ahout thia spot shall twine. 
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16 CAMBRIDGE REVOLUTIOKAEY MEMORIAL. 

The Rev. Alexander McKenzie then delivered the a 
which is appended in full. When he had concluded, the 
ceremonies were closed by singing the following lines, com- 
posed for the occasion by Miss Sarah S. . 



Now pride and song, and joy and praise, 
Above tliese graves of otter days ! — 
Oh, First of our Immortal Dead ! 
Whose Bone but follow where you led, 

We come to honor, not to weep ; 

Break not, to-day, your solemn sleep. 

Kot with war's pomp and mailed breast 
They fought, beneath this sod who rest ; 
Like David, with his sling and stone. 
Their trust was in the Lord alone. 

Their nameless grave has waited long : 
Its record now make firm and strong. 

Swifk glide the years with restless haste ; 

The crumbling granites bend and waste ; 

Yet memory shall, nor changed nor cold. 

This spot in grateful reverence hold ; 
And proudly show, on either hand. 
Who died to save our native land. 
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ADDRESS, 

BY THE REV. ALEXANDER MoKENZIE. 



Mr. Mayor and G-entlemen of the City aovermnent ; 
Fellow- Citizens : 

The doings of this day, interesting and honorable 
in themselves, have associations which elevate them 
to a place of high dignity and renown. We have 
reared this memorial structure to preserve the names 
and deeds of a few of those who fell in defence 
of the liberty of the people at the beginning of 
the long contest which made us a nation. The 
heroism and devotion of our illustrious sires, which 
proved the groundwork of our Republic, have long 
been celebrated in song and story, and recorded 
among the achievements in which the world glories. 
Humble was the part which these six men bore in 
those eventful times ; but they stood in Hieir lot, and 
with a spirit which was equal to more conspicuous 
performance helped to usher in the grand series of 
events which changed the destiny of the land, and 
affected interests as wide as humanity. Their fall 
counted for more than the deaths of many men in a 
less important time. We have done well to recog- 
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nize in our national history that which was done on 
the day we have marked upon this stone, and to give 
it a foremost place. Concord, Lexington, Menotomy, 
have long ago erected monuments in memory of those 
who made their names renowned and that day 
immortal. At this centre of our early Revolutionary 
life should rise our column with a kindred purpose, 
that these men who have deserved well may no 
longer lie in unmarked graves, but be permitted to 
tell from the sculptured stone to every passer-by, to 
those whose homes surround this spot, to the stranger 
from beyond the seas, on what day and for what 
cause they rendered up their lives. 

The place is well chosen. This stone stands very 
near the spot where were buried the three who 
belonged in this part of the town. Trusting to the 
memory of some who had received the tradition of 
their buiial from the hps of a previous generation, 
and after careful examination of the ground with 
results which coniirmed the tradition, we may con- 
sider it established, with a close approximation to 
certainty, that we have found and marked the place 
where these men were laid. When we remember 
the impossibility of determining where others were 
buried whose names and virtues we hold in rever- 
ence, it is cause for congratulation that we have been 
able so clearly to mark this resting-place. A few 
years more, and it could not have been done. Oui- 
tardy homage is prudently paid at this time. But it 
is not for this reason alone that the place is well- 
chosen. Here are lying the mortal remains of many 
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of om- venerated dead. Somewhere in this field of 
graves is all that is left of the bodily part of Thomas 
Shepard, who did as much as any man of his time to 
make Cambridge what it is to-day. Here have been 
laid many of the Presidents of Harvard College, and 
many others who were distinguished in different avo- 
cations. In the turbulent times of the Revolution 
some found rest here where no sound of wai- could 
reach them. We hnger at the humble stones which 
mark the places where two young men were laid with 
pains and tears. John Hughes and John Stearns 
have almost the same epitaph: "He died in his 
country's cause;" "He died in the service of his 
country; 1775." 

The monument we dedicate to-day stands before 
the imposing pile we so lately consecrated to its work, 
which rises from the plain whose very soil is rich in 
historic associations, and perpetuates the memory of 
the valor and patriotism of the soldiers and sailors 
of Cambridge who died in the service of their coun- 
try in the war for the maintenance of the (Jnion. 
Truly the atone which now comes to increase the 
attractions of this ancient burying-ground stands in a 
glorious place. 

The day which has been chosen for this service 
of patriotism and gratitude fills a marked line in 
our national annals. On the 3d of November, 1783, 
the American Army, which had accomplished its 
purpose and established the land in liberty, was 
disbanded. On the 20th of the preceding January 
a general treaty had been signed at Paris. It reminds 
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US of the change in the modes of communication 
with Europe to read that it was more than two 
months before the news of peace reached this coun- 
try. On the 2d of November Washington made his 
parting address to the ai'mies of the United States. 
" Never," says one who was present at the breaking 
up of the army, "never can that melancho};' day be 
forgotten when friends, companions for seven long 
years in joy and in soitow, were torn asunder without 
the hope of ever meeting again, and with prospects 
of a miserable subsistence in future." On the anni- 
vei-sary of the day which thus closed the war of the 
Eevolution we. dedicate a Monument to the memory 
of men who fell on the day which began it. We 
bring together events which our national life and his- 
tory have already united. The story of those eaily 
days has been often told. We shall not grow weary 
of it till we have forgotten its meaning and ceased 
to be thankftd to those who dared and achieved so 
much. The New-England colonists were English- 
men, with English hearts and hands. They loved 
liberty, and cherished the recollection of men who 
were willing to be exiled for its sake, and in their 
turn were ready to defend it with their lives. Thoy 
were loyal meii, but they never would be slaves. 
Free principles had grown with their growth. When 
then- prosperity provoked the jealousy of the mother- 
land, and created fears that the Colonies might at 
length claim independence, efforts were made in Eng- 
land to overturn theu- political arrangements, and to 
check their rising manufactures and trade. In justice 
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to the mothei-land it should be remembered that it 
was only a portion of the ministerial party in Eng- 
land who projected the measures which oppressed 
the Colonies and led to their reyolntion. There were 
men in high places in England who deserve onr admi- 
ration and gratitude for their bold assertion of our 
colonial rights. But baser counsels prevailed* In 
1774 tlie Boston Port Bill went into operation, with 
fasting and prayer on the part of the people, with 
the tolling of bells and prevailing signs of mourning. 
Other acts were passed in Parliament which deprived 
the colonists of privileges which they bad enjoyed. 
The interests of the people were protected by the 
Committees of Correspondence which they had chosen, 
under whose direction a meeting of delegates was 
hold in Paneuil Hall m August, 1774. "The result 
was a Provincial Congress, hostile preparation, a clash 
of arms, and a general rising of the people. To the 
people of Middlesex County belongs the honor of 
taking the lead hi caiTying out the bold plan resolved 
upon." Four days after the meeting hi Paneuil Hall 
another was held at Concord. The resolves of that 
meeting ended in this declaration, " No danger shall 
affright, no difHculties shall intimidate us ; and if, in 
support of our rights, we are called to encounter even 
death, we are yet undaunted, sensible that he can 
never die too soon who lays down his life in support 

* For historical information I wisli to aoknowledge my indebted- 
ness to Frotliingham's "History of tbe Siege of Boston," and to tiie 
Address of Rev. Samuel Abbot Smith, entitled " West Cambridge on the 
Nineteenth of April, 1776." 
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of the laws and liberties of his country." The spirit 
which prevailed here in those times is still to be seen 
in our Town Records. At the time of the 'Stamp Act 
the Town voted that tbeir Representatives should do 
nothing to aid in its operation, but use their utmost 
endeavors to secure its repeal; and "that this vote he 
recorded in the Town Books, that the children yet 
unborn may see the desire that their ancestors had 
for their freedom and happiness." 

In 1766 the Representative of the Town in the 
General Court was instructed to join in respectful 
addresses to "our most Gracious Sovereign," testify- 
ing to the loyalty of the people. He was also to be 
watchful of any future danger to the Colonics which 
might arise from the action of Parliament. In 17T2 
it was voted, " That a Committee be appointed to 
write to the Committee of the Town of Boston, to 
acknowledge the vigilance and care discovered by 
the Metropolis for the public rights and liberties, 
acquainting them that this Town will heartily concur 
in all salutary and constitutional measures for the 
redress of those intolerable grievances which threaten 
and, if continued, must overthrow the happy civil Con- 
stitution of this Province." Two years after-wards it 
was voted, " That the Committee of Correspondence 
be a Committee to receive the donations that may be 
given by the Inhabitants of this Town for the relief 
of our distressed brethren in the Town of Boston, 
now suifering for the cause of all America." Two 
years later still, 1776, May 27, the Representative of 
the Town was instructed that, if the Honorable Con- 
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gross should for the safety of the Colonies declare 
them independent of the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
"We, the said Inhahitants, will solemnly engage 
with our lives and fortunes to support them m the 
measure." This was the Declaration of Independence 
made, in advance of the general action, by the people 
of Cambridge. 

The example of Middlesex was followed by other 
counties. As the determined utterance of Paneuil 
Hall was thus repeated on every side, it was plain 
that the time for collision had come. General Gage 
began at once to fortify Boston Neck. That town of 
patriot merchants and mechanics, lawyers and divmes, 
found itself watched by a hostile fleet, and bm-dened 
with an army whose presence meant intimidation and 
oppression. But Boston was brave and decided. The 
storm of indignation against the Stamp Act, the tierce 
opposition to fresh attempts to impose taxes, the affray 
with English soldiers in 1770, the casting overboard of 
the taxed tea m 1773, show something of the temper 
of the people. In 1774 the first American Conti- 
nental Congress assembled, a declaration of rights 
was adopted, and a suspension of all commercial 
intercom-se with Great Britain recommended. About 
the same time a Provincial Congress was organized in 
Massachusetts which made arrangements for a levy 
of twelve thousand men in this State, one-fourth of 
whom were to be minute-men. It was more and 
more evident that the appeal to arms was to be made. 
Mmute-men, trained for instant service whenever thev 
were called, began to spring up through the State'; 
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and there were other preparations for the impending 
conflict. Gladly would the patriote have averted the 
war if they could otherwise have maintained their 
fixed resolve, " America must and will be free-." 

By the middle of April, ITTS, Gage had about four 
thousand men in Boston, when he resolved to make a 
secret expedition and destroy the colonial magazines 
at Concord, aa the provincial stores at Medford had 
already been plundered. The preparations which 
were made attracted the notice of the watchful patri- 
ots. Secret plots came to light. On the 18th, the 
Committees of Safety and of Supplies, which had 
been organized for the public service, were on the 
alert, making ready for the anticipated events. They 
met at Wetherby's tavern in Menotomy. A party of 
British officers, sent out to guard the roads leading 
into the country, dined the same day at Cambridge. 
At night, two lanterns, hung from the steeple of the 
North Church in Boston, telegraphed across the river 
the tidings of the movement of the British troops 
and the direction they were taking. The sexton who 
lighted the lanterns was afterwards arrested by the 
British at a funeral, and upon examination con- 
demned to death. A threat of retaliation made by 
Washington procured his respite, and he was finally 
exchanged. Eichard Devens, of Charlestown, sent 
to Menotomy and Lexington the news of the advance 
of the British. Dr. Warren sent Paul Eevere, the 
Boston mechanic, and William Dawes, to alarm the 
country. Revere crossed the river to Charlestown, 
while Dawes went out through Koxbury. They met 
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at Lexington, where Hancock and Adams were in 
waiting. The messengers hurned on to aronse the 
people beyond. As the news spread, the people 
prepared for the emergency which was upon them. 
Many secured their most valuable possessions, in some 
cases maldng their wells their treasury. The women 
and children, the old and infirm, were removed to 
secure places. The men awaited their foes. 

Meanwhile, the British troops, numbering about 
eight hundred, and commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith, about ten o'clock in the evening embarked at 
the foot of Boston Common, and landed at Phipps's 
farm, now Lechmere Point. They struck across the 
marshes to the old road from Charlestown to West 
~€^bridge, and proceeded on their way. They soon 
found that the country was alarmed. Many persons 
saw them and heard them. It was almost two o'clock 
in the clear, chilly morning of the 19th of April, when 
they reached West Cambridge. Vice-President Gerry, 
and Colonels Lee and Orue who were with him, all 
of whom were members of the Committee of Safety, 
very nearly fell into their hands. At the centre of 
the town the troops halted. As it was evident that 
their task was larger than they had anticipated, a 
messenger was sent back to Boston to ask for re- 
inforcements. A detachment of six companies of 
light infantry, under command of Major Pitcairn, was 
ordered forward to Concord. These pressed on, 
arresting every man they met. One of their prisoners 
escaping carried to Lexington the first certain news 
of tlieir approach. Pitcairn found some sixty or 
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seventy of the militia drawn up near the Lexiiigton 
meeting-house, and with them about forty spectators, 
a few of whom were armed. The British troops 
rushed on, shouting and firing ; and the officers cried 
out: "Ye villains! ye rebels! disperse! Lay down 
your arms! Why don't you lay down your arms'?" 
Finding the demand unheeded, they fired, doing no 
harm. They fired again, and men fell. Then the 
militia, who had been ordered not to fire unless they 
were fired upon, returned the assault of the troops. 
Resistance was so clearly in vain, that the militia 
withdrew, fired upon as long as they remained in 
sight. Seven were killed and ten wounded on the 
American side. The British, with huzzas over their 
easy victory, hastened on to Concord. They might 
shout, but they had begun a work whose end would 
be their own undoing. There was cause for rejoicing, 
but it was not with them. The prophetic vision of 
Samuel Adams looked through the dark days which 
were at hand to the exceeding light and liberty be- 
yond, and he uttered the lofty exclamation which we 
have written in granite : " Oh, what a glorious morn- 
ing is this ! " 

It was a short march to Concord; but there the work 
of destruction which had brought the British from Bos- 
ton met with small success. They broke open about 
sixty biurrels of flour, disabled a few cannon, cut down 
the liberty-pole, set the court-house on fire ; but the 
greater part of the military stores, which had been 
collected at Concord, had been previously concealed, 
or removed to other places out of the reach of the 
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enemy. The tidings of the approach of the British 
had brought to Concord the minute-men from the 
neighboring towns. The surrounding communities 
were inflamed with enthusiasm, conTinced that the 
hour had come when they must defend their rights 
with their lives. The training which the people had 
received, in their contests with the Indians and the 
French, fitted them for the sterner worlt now laid 
upon them. Muskets which had seen service at Louis- 
burg and Quebec came forth to new duty; drums 
which had followed the British flag to honorable 
battle beat along the country roads which led to the 
scene of peril. The fathers lived again in their sons. 
The patriots and a portion of the hivaders met at the 
river by the North Bridge. The British fired upon 
the people. The guns of the minute-men answered 
them. Men fell on both sides. The conflict was 
brief, when the detachment of the British retreated 
upon their main forces, pursued by the provincials. 
Meanwhile the number of the colonial force was 
increasing. The British acted upon their discretion, 
and, having hastily buried their dead in the public 
square, about noon began their march back to Boston. 
It was a perilous march. From out the woods at the 
side of the road, from behind trees and walls, the 
murderous tire poured upon the retreating troops. 
Panic took the place of order. Many began to run. 
The oflicers went in front and threatened with death 
every man who advanced. But nothing could have 
averted surrender or utter destruction but the timely 
arrival of the reinforcements which had been re- 
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quested. These formed a hollow square, and received 
the weary, affrighted men. " They were so much 
exhausted with fatigue," says a British historian, "that 
they were obliged to lie down for rest on the ground, 
their tongues hanging out of their mouths like those 
of dogs after a chase." Dr. Warren and General 
Heath were busy directing the movements of the 
militia and encouraging them in their grand under- 
taking. Later in the day, in West Cambridge, Warren 
had a pin sti-uck out of the hair of his earlock. So near 
did death come to him before Bunker Hill had given 
him his riper fame. Lord Percy had come, with some 
eighteen hundred veteran troops and two field-pieces, 
to succor the earlier detachment, now fugitives. He 
came through Eoxbury, showing his confidence 
by the tune of Yankee Hoodie, to which his troops 
marched, and disturbing tlie counti"y through which 
he passed. The selectmen of Cambridge had taken 
up the planks of the Great Bridge in what is now 
Brighton Street. In order to prevent the reti^eat of 
the British in that dh'ection, Warren had directed the 
militia to use the planks as a barricade. But as they 
had been left on this side of the river, it was an easy 
matter for the British to replace them, when the troops 
passed over, hurried along our North Avenue, and 
met their defeated brethren near the Lexington meet- 
ing-house. 

In connection with this expedition is an incident 
more to the credit of our town. A convoy of pro- 
visions found greater difficulty iu crossing the bridge, 
and became detached from the main army. An ex- 
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press was sent from Old Cambridge to Menotomy, 
announcing the coming of these supplies, and a few 
men, too old for active service in the field, posted 
themselves behind a wail to await their arrival. The 
convoy came, and was called upon to surrender. The 
drivers whipped up their horses. The provincials 
fired, killing several horses, and perhaps two men, 
when the drivers jumped from their places and fled. 
The wagons were seciired and plundered. The drivers 
are said to have surrendered themselves to an old 
woman whom they met, whose protection they begged. 
Whereupon there went the rounds of the English 
papers belonging to the opposition that interesting 
sum in the Eule of Three : " If one old Yankee 
woman can take six grenadiers, how many soldiers 
will it require to conquer America ?" " So to West 
Cambridge belongs the honor of making the first 
capture of provisions and stores, and also of prison- 
ers, in the American Revolution." 

The march of the British troops back to Boston was 
resumed. They committed much destruction, pillaging 
and burning buildings, and grossly abusing individuals 
who fell in their power. They were stung by defeat, 
full of anger and revenge, glad to let their passions 
loose, though the helpless were the chief sufferers. It 
was a memorable retreat, and many sad incidents of it 
are preserved in the family traditions of those who 
lived along its route. The skirmishing in AVest Cam- 
bridge was fierce and bloody. The people were 
excited by the outrages committed by the troops, who 
on their part were contending with enemies often 
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invisible, and were straggling for life in the midst of 
disgrace. The British took the road around Prospect 
Hill. They were embarrassed by the wounded they 
were obliged to caiTy. The provincials followed them 
closely, and were increasing in numbers. The British 
came down the Cambridge road to Cliarlestown Neck 
almost upon the run, so anxious were they to get 
within the protection of their ships of war. When 
Cliarlestown Common was reached, the purauit was 
stopped. The reports of the day show, as the Ameri- 
can losses, forty-nine killed, thirty-nine wounded, five 
missing. On the part of the British there were 
seventy-three killed, one hundred and seventy-four 
wounded, twenty-six missing, most of whom were 
prisoners. The enlistment-rolls of the minute com- 
pany of West Cambridge, comprising probably the 
names of all the men in that precinct of suitable age, 
are still preserved. They contain fifty names, — one- 
half of which are marked Cambridge. Benjamin 
Locke was captain of the company which did good 
service at Lexington. 

It is impossible to take out of the doings of the 
day the share in the good work which belongs to this 
part of Cambridge. We may be content to fee! that 
those who were before us were united to their neigh- 
bors in spirit and in deed. The desolation of the 
town, the deserted wives and children, tell us where 
the men were. It is pleasant for us to remember that 
our domain was wider then than now, and with a 
worthy pride we claim the glory of ilenotomy for 
the praise of Cambridge. There is something in these 
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ancient associations, in the brave deeds which have 
been wrought out under the good old name, within 
the old municipality, which creates and encourages 
the hope that our friends who have gone out from us 
will yet be numbered with us again, that our heir- 
looms of historic places and achievements may be a 
common possession. It was in recognition of our 
former estate, and with pride in it, that, when called 
upon to furnish the inscription for the monument we 
have now erected, I recommended that the names of 
three men who are buried in the old Second Precinct 
should be inscribed upon it. Arlington may guard their 
dust. Cambridge will overleap the narrow, brook, and 
claim them for her own. 

That was a terrible night here which preceded the 
day of which we speak. Hannah Winthrop has 
written something of " the horrors of that midnight 
cr)% preceding the battle of Lexington." It shows us 
Cambridge. " A few hours, with the dawning day, 
convinced us the bloody purpose was executmg; the 
platoon-firing assuring us the rising sun must witness 
the bloody carnage. Not knowing what the event 
would be at Cambridge at the return of these bloody 
ruffians, and seeing another brigade despatched to 
the assistance of the former, looking with the ferocity 
of bai-barians, it seemed necessary to retire to some 
place of safety. We set out, not knowing whither 
we went. We were directed to a place called Fresh 
Pond; but what a distressed house did we find it! — 
filled with women whose husbands had gone forth to 
meet the assailants, seventy or eighty of these (with 
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numberless infant children) weeping and agonizing 
for the fate of their husbands. In addition to these 
signs of distress, we were for some time in sight of 
the battle ; the glittering instruments of death pro- 
claiming by an incessant fire that much blood must 
be shed, that many widowed and orphaned ones must 
be left as monuments of British barbarity." It was 
unsafe to return to their homes, and they were hastily 
sent to Andover. " Thus we began our pilgrimage, 
alternately walking and riding, the road filled with 
frighted women and children. But what added greatly 
to the horrors of the scene was our passing through 
the bloody field at Menotomy, which was strewed with 
the mangled bodies." Thus writes one to whom the 
deeds and sufferings we recount were a present, per- 
sonal reahty. That assemblage of affrighted women 
bears plain testimony to the part the men of Cam- 
bridge were taking. Her vivid portraiture brings 
before us one side of the scenes in which these men, 
whose names we have cut in stone, bore a part, and 
reminds us of the agony and anxiety of those to whom 
they were bound by the closest ties, — who watched 
their going out and waited for their coming back, 
who lost sight of the forms which were so dear to 
them beneath this freshly hallowed sod. There is a 
glimpse of the anxiety and commotion of the night 
which closed upon that glorious though fated day, in 
the haste with which our three men were buried. 
The son of John Hicks, a boy fourteen years old, was 
sent by his mother in the afternoon to look for his 
father who had been absent most of the day. He 
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found him lying by the side of the road dead. Marcy 
and Richardson were near him. He procured assist- 
ance, and the bodies were lifted into a wagon and 
brought here for burial. But who had leisure for 
funeral rites ^ The dead alone were safe, done with 
duty. The living had the living to care for. One 
grave received them all, as with patriotic indignation 
against the tyranny and cruelty which hun-ied them 
to their death, with admiration and affection for their 
devotion to the common weal, they were given to the 
keeping of their mother-earth. The son of Moses 
Richardson, standing by, thought it was too bad that 
the earth should be thrown directly upon their faces, 
and getting into the trench he spread the large cape 
of his father's coat over his face. 

" Not a drum was heard, not a funtiral note, 
As his corse to the rampart we hurried ; 
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot 
O'er the grave where our hero we buried. 

" No useless coffin enclosed his breast. 

Not in sheet nor in shroud we wouad him ; 
But he lay, like a warrior, taking his rest. 
With his martial cloak arouud him ! 

" Slowly and sadly we laid him down. 

From the field of his laine fresh and gory ; 
We carved not a line, and we raised not a stone. 
But we left him alone wili his glory." 

The day has come when a grateful posterity blesses 
their memory and honors their rest. 

It seems strange to us that veteran British troops 
should have been defeated by the irregular forces 
opposed to them. We must acknowledge the pur- 



lyClOOglC 



.54 CAMBRIDGE REVOLUTIONARY MEMORIAL. 

pose and working of Him who first brought our 
Fathei-s to these shores and made them a people. We 
must recognize the power there is in a good cause. 

■' What stronger breastplate than a heart untainted ! 
Thrive is he armM that hatb his quarrel just." 

The conviction that they were fighting for liberty, 
for the honor of their land, the safety of their homes, 
the inheritance of their children, gave them a spirit 
which in itself was discipline, and a daring which was 
a good substitute for men. It has been finely said, 
" The people always conquer. They always must 
conquer. . . . God never gave, and never wUl give, 
a final triumph over a virtuous and gallant people, 
resolved to be free." It must be kept in mind, also, 
that they were in some measure prepared for their 
work. Wc have seen that it was by slow degrees 
that war approached and became inevitable. Men 
banded themselves together in anticipation of the 
time of need. Militia and minute-men were placed 
in the best posture of defence. The warlike training 
of other times was made to serve in the new exi- 
gencies. It is true that Washington was disap- 
pointed at the condition of the American Army when 
he assumed command. There were not many more 
than fourteen thousand men under axms against the 
well-appointed British ti-oops. Even to his eye they 
seemed but raw militia. Yet there was more of train- 
ing than appeared, more of system and agreement. 
The fighting on the 19tli of April was irregular; but 
it was with one pui-pose, and with the help of organi- 
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zation. There were leaders aiid followers. Lord 
Percy said " he never saw any thing equal to the 
intrepidity of the minute-men." There was skill in 
the leaders which carried the courage to a successful 
issue. The British fought that day, especially on 
their retreat, not alone against actual men, but against 
imaginary enemies. Men seemed to drop from the 
clouds. Any peaceful stone-wall might be a fortress, 
and the quiet grove mask a battery. One old gray- 
headed man of Woburn figures in the stories of the 
time, who rode a fine white horse after the flying 
troops, and dismounting within gunshot would send 
his sure bullet to the mark. When he fired, a man 
fell. They came to C17 at sight of him, " Look out, 
there is the man on the white horse ! " Even the multi- 
tudes of the old and infirm, of women and children,' 
looking down from the hillsides, were transformed 
to their frightened imagination into hosts of armed 
men threatening their extinction. Amid the unknown 
terrors which beset these strangers in a strange land, 
with lurking foes on every side, with all the country 
poui-ing its forces against them, it is hardly strange 
that they lost hope and daring, and fled in panic and 
alarm. 

This day would have been memorable in itself; 
but it has justly attained a wider and higher renown 
because it opened the War of the Eevolution. Pur- 
poses had passed into deeds. Both patriots and 
invaders had gone too far to recede and leave things 
as they had been. Blood had been shed. A spirit 
had been evoked which could not be put down. The 
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end praises the beginning. We have become so accus- 
tomed to immense armies, that the men engaged on 
that glorious April day seem to us very few. Yet 
they bore no mean proportion to the whole force of 
the war of our Independence, and their endeavor 
and their deeds were large. The prowess which was 
displayed was the earnest of the persistence and valor 
which, many weary years could not exhaust. The 
success which crowned the opening struggle held the 
presage of grander results which were to follow and 
give us a name among the nations of the earth. We 
share in the glory of the after-time which our Fathers 
helped bring to the land ; and the places among 
which we move day by day were the scenes of many 
of the great events of our heroic age. Yet proud 
as we are, in common with all the country, of the 
accomplishments of the later times, we shall cherish 
with fond, personal interest the thrilling memories 
of the battle of Concord, Lexington, and Cambridge. 
ITiere has been power in the names. They have 
done much to create and foster a national feeling. 
Not territory, laws, institutions, alone unite us, but the 
fields where our Fathers fought, the days they illu- 
mined with their valor, the names they made im- 
mortal. Our national estate is partly in our national 
history. Blot out our past, and we should . be a 
different and a poorer people, though we kept all our 
material and intellectual wealth. We need our heroes. 
We shall never be done with om- honored dead. Sad 
will be the time when we cease to be instructed by 
their example, inspirited by every thought of them. 
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No wide expanse of domain, no annexation of new 
countries, could enrich us so largely as the narrow 
fields whereon our liberty was bought with blood. 
Plymouth Rock is better for us than a mountain of 
gold. Through the war w^hich so lately closed behind 
us the force of the earlier contest for liberty was felt. 
Out of the struggles which made us a nation passed 
an energy to keep us a nation. Do you not recall the 
words spoken by our martyred Presideiit at his first 
inauguration when men were threatening rebellion 
and dissolution ? " The mystic cord of memory, 
stretching from every battle-field and patriot grave to 
every living heart and hearth-stone all over this broad 
land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union." It 
rolled on through the smoke of battle, amid the roar 
of artillery ; but blending in that chorus as it was 
sung over the land, over the sea, were the names of 
Concord and Bunker Hill, were the deeds of which 
every child learns to boast, and which every man 
recounts with honest pride. 

It is fitting that this stone should confront our more 
imposing monument. Smaller is this, few the names 
upon it, modest its pretension ; yet it may stand boldly 
before the people, and ovei-look the ancient training- 
field, and face the pile which towers above it. For 
out of that which these men and their associates 
accomplished rose the nation which those men de- 
fended and preserved. It was one cause. Ninety 
years are little in the world's history. We may write 
on both monuments. These men died for our 
country. 



lyClOOglC 



38 CAMBRIDGE REVOLUTIONARY MEMORIAL. 

Of all the treasured names of that land from which 
has come the beautiful stone we have now reared and 
dedicated, none is dearer to us than his who has writ- 
ten thus of Old Mortality: "He considered himself 
as fulfiiling a sacred duty, while renewing to the eyes 
of posterity the decaying emblems of the zeal and 
suiFerings of their forefathers, and thereby trimming, 
as it were, the beacon-light, which was to warn future 
generations to defend their religion even unto blood." 

Take Scotland's message with Scotland's stone! 
As we revive the zeal and sufferings of our fore- 
fathers, aud write them plainly before the world, 
trimming our beacon-hght, let it be that we may 
defend the liberties they have bequeathed, in the 
spirit with which they won them for us, and transmit 
them a legacy unimpaired, improved with our doings, 
for the blessing of all who shall come after us. 
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In tlie effort to find the precise plare in wliicli the three men of 
Cambridge were buried, there was found a piece of cloth, deeply marked 
with reddish-brown stains, which was thought to be a piece of the cloth- 
ing of one of the men, and to he stained with his blood. A portion of 
this cloth was submitted to Professor Horsford for his critical exami- 
nation; and the results at which he arrived are stated in the following 

Rev. At.EXANDKK McKenzie: ^ ■ . ■ 

Mt 1)e*r SiK, — The interesting i-elic, in regard to which you liare 
asked my judgment, has been subjected to such examination and chemical 
tests as naturally suggested themselves. 

It is, in the first place, a fraXl little piece of dull reddish-brown cloth, about 
four inches by five, such as might have been spun and woven in the year 
1775. One margin presents tlie even edge of warp, as if it had been cut with 
shears as linen is cut, and not torn as cotton cloth usually is. It presents 
occasional broken folds and small holes where fragments have dropped out — 
the record of decay. More tlian two-thirds of the surface is marked by dark 
reddish stains. 

As taiditiou tells tlie story, tliis fragment of doth may have been part of 
the shirt or handkerchief that absorbed the blood of one of the minute-men 
of Cambridge who fell on the day of the battle of Lexington, and in the exi- 
gency of the tunes had been buried In the suit be wore. He had gone out 
after Lord Percy had marched up the North Avenue, and had been shot by a 
flanking party of the returning British army. Tins tradition is fully con- 
firmed by my examination. 

The microscope shows the fibre of the cloth to be Una. The portions of 
the cloth which are free from stain, when burned, give the odor common to 
the smoke of simple vegetable fibre, as cotton or linen. But the portions which 
are stained, when bnmed, give the odor of burning animal matter, as of feathers 
or hair or horn. Now, if tliese stains are stains of blood, wliich contains 
filrrme, which is of the same nature as hair or horn, sucli odor might be 
expected to arise from burning. In a dry, saniiy soil, dried fibrine would resist 
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decay quite as long as the linen fibre or as the woollen fibre of the outer 
garment which was found with this fragment, Tlie blood ancl its flbrine had 
had. ample lime to dry before the body was found. How long such dried 
animal matter would cusist decay is illustrated in the mummies of Mexico 
and Peru. The structure of the minute corpuscles of the blood would be 
likely to perish, and the microscope does not reveal them ; but the chemical 
constituents imbedded in, and a part o£ the flbrine would remain; and for 
certain of them we hare, in chemistry, very delicate tests. Two of them, 
iron and phosphork acid, I looked for, and found without difficulty. Soda, 
wliichis « constituent of the blood, is, however, also present in all soils, and 
in the dust of every apartment ; and so its recognition in the cloth would 
have little weight. Perhaps the same olyectiou applies in some degree to the 
iron. But a porous, sandy soil would yield no evidence of phosphoric acid U> 
such tests as I employed. 

Taking these results into account, in connecdon with the cireumstanoe 
that the little piece of blotched linen cloth was found with other cloth of wool- 
len, — was found with human bones, in a dry, sandy soil, at but a short depth 
frera the surface, in the very pkce where a gentleman, who died a few years 
ago at great age, said he had assisted in burying the body of his fkther in the 
clothes which he wore when he fell on the fatal day, — takmg all these con- 
siderations into account, there can, I iJiink, be no doubt that I have Ijefore me 
veritable blood of tlie first that was shed in the great war of tho Revolution. 

I am very truly yours. 



We may be confident, it appears, that we have an interesting relic 
of the memorable day to which this publication refers, and are permitted 
to look upon blood whicb was sjied in defence of our liberties. 

Alexander McKekzie. 
Cambkidge, 22d December, 1870. 
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EXTRACTS 
FROM LETTERS WRITTEN AT THE TIME 

OCCUPATION OF BOSTON 

BRITISH, 17 7S-6.' 



The evacuation of Boston by the British forces under 
Sir William Howe on the seventeenth of March, 1776, 
released the inhabitants of that town from the terrors, 
anxieties, and privations, of a siege the most memorable 
in tlie history of our country. On the seventeenth of 
March, 1876, a full ceiituiyis completed during which 
the State of Massachusetts, within .its present limits, 
has been free from foreign occupation or invasion. It 
becomes us, who have so long enjoyed the blessings of 
peace and prosperity, to consider at such a time the ter- 
rible sufferings which the patriots of that day were called 
upon to endure, and the sacrifices which they so willinoly 
and heroically made for the cause of Liberty. 

The shutting up the port of Boston by the Boston Port 

' Bead at a Meeting of tlie Essex Inttitnte, March 6, 1870. 
U (153) 
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Eiil, June 1, 1774, produced the greatest siiffeniig and 
distress, and aroused the iiiteiisest iiidigiiatiou throughoiit 
the whole country. Ahsoliite submission to all the niiii- 
istei'ial demands was the only method by which this suf- 
fering could be peaceably averted, but as such submission 
was impossible, it was felt that the evils of war were 
imminent, and the people of Boston and the surround- 
ing towns prepared themselves for the emergency with a 
resolute spirit, aecompauied by gloomy forebodings, ap- 
parent in the correspondence and jouiiials of the time. 

In the language of the Convention at Concord, Aug. 
30, 1774, "these late Acts, if quietly submitted to, will 
annihilate the last vestiges of iibei-ty in this Province." 
"Our fathers left a'fair iiiheritance to us, purchased by a 
waste of blood and treasure ; this we are resolved to 
tiwismit equally fair to our children after us ; no danger 
shall affright, no difficulties intimidate us ; and if in sup- 
port of our rights we are called to encounter even death, 
we are yet undaunted, sensible that he can never die too 
soon, who lays down his life in support of the laws and 
liberties of his country."* 

On the nineteenth of April, 1775, all intercourse be- 
tween the people of Boston and the country was cut off 
by order of Gen. Gage, but on the twenty-second an 
agreement "was made that the inhabitants might, upon 
suiTendering their arms, "leave the town with their fami- 
lies and effects, and (hose who remained might depend 
upon the protection of the governor." Gage, however, 
fearing that if all the patriots left the town the besieging 
forces would burn it, viohited this agreement, and at first 
obstructed such removals, and finally denied passes, or so 
framed them that families wonid Iiave to be separated and 
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property left hohiiid.^ Even when removals were allowed 
the closest scrutiny was used to prevent any kind of pro- 
vision or merchandize being carried away. All letters 
were opened and read, and upon the slightest pretext- 
persons who were in any way obnoxious, or from whom 
it was hoped information might be extorted, were seized 
and imprisoned in jiiils or dungeons, where they received 
the most unfeeling and barbarous usage. 

The general history of that most interesting period of 
the Revolution has been fully written by Frothingham 
and others, and antiquarian research has added much to 
onr knowledge concerning its principal characters and 
events ; but whoever desires to appreciate most truly the 
spirit which actuated the people and the constant anxie- 
ties and trials they suffered, will still find much to inter- 
est him in private or business letters, in journals and 
other unpublished documents.. 

In a large collection of family papers, in the possession 
of the writer, are many letters written at that time to 
Oliver Wendell.- He was residing Jan. 1, 1775, on the 
corner of School street iu Boston, opposite the King's 
Chapel. About the first of April of that year, being an 
invalid and for many years disabled by lameness, he wont 
with his family to visit his brother-in-law Jonathan Jack- 
son, in Newburyport, and soon after removed to Kingston, 
N. H., where he remained till after the evacuation of 
Boston. In an account of him in the first volume of the 
N. E. Historical and Genealogical Eegister, page 1^6, 
it is stated that he was "in the consultation of tlie early 
patriots of the American Revolution and contributed to 
the acquisition and maintenance of the liberty and inde- 
pendence of the Commonwealth and country." He was 
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for some time one of the Selectmen of Boston, often a 
member of the Senate and of the Comicil under the Con- 
stitution, and wag for many years Judge of Probate for 
the County of Suffolk. President Quincy says of him, 
"In all the relations of life, as a man, citizen, and magis- 
trate, Judge Wendell was distinguished for iincommon 
urbanity of manners, and unimpeached integi'ity of con- 
duct. During the course of a long life he had been suc- 
cessively called to fill muiiy high and responsible offices. 
The punctuality and precision with which he fulfilled all 
the duties connected with them were highly exemplary." 
(See the account above referred to.) He was born March 
5, 1733 [N. S.], and was the son of Jacob Wendell, a 
distinguished merchant of Boston in Provincial times. 
His mother was Sarah Oliver, great-granddaughter of 
Gov, Simon Bradstreet. Oliver Wendell married Mary, 
daughter of Edward and Dorothy (Quincy) Jackson, and 
sister of Jonathan Jackson above named. 

The two following letters to Oliver Wendell were 
written by John Scollay and John Pitts, his associates on 
the Board of Selectmen. 

Boston, May 16th, 1775. 
Dear Sir : 

Your Sympathizing heart I know must be deeply 
affected for the distresses of this Poor devoted Town but 
no representation can figure to yon our real situation it is 
too painfull to attempt to discribe it, therefore must drop 
it. The Selectmen have for some time past had a great 
deal to do, but what gives us Satisfaction amidst our 
great pains & Labour is that our doings are Satisfactory 
to all parties. The affair of delivering up the Arms & 
of the Inhabitants removal has given us gi'eat trouble 
& we are but weak handed. There is none of us left but 
Deacon Newell, Col." Marshall, M.'' Austin & myself. 
We are determined not to Leave tlie town but to con- 
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toiiG 111 onr Slahoii. Indeed if we were so disposed tlio 
Orovernor I don't fliink would be wiliing we sliould ■ he 
professes great Confidence in tlie Selectmen. I have 'sub 
Bom heard by the second hand that it wonid be very 
pleasing to him were yon to Come to town. I have heard 
beveral times lately that that was yonr Intention, if yon 
have any thought of such a thing I apprehend yon may 
make such terms for your Safety & Comfort as may be 
agi-eeable to you. Please to favour me with a Line. I 
am with great regard 

S.^ your most H"^ Serv,* 

,_ , , . John Scollay 

(Endorsed by O. W.) 

Boston May IC, 1775 John Scollay Esq.' Letter. 

^ „ AVatertown July 13^'' 1775. 

Dear Sir : 

Agreeable to your desire I now acquaint you that 
111 consequence of the Congress making an addition to 
their resolve respecting the poor of y town of Boston, 
M.' breeiileaf who is near can certify who are such poor 
bettor than lou & I, as from y nature of his office he 
must know them personally, so that I apprehend we shall 
be suaoient without putting you to y trouble of attend- 
ing for that purpose. But if yonr health would have 
admitted of it your Company wo" have been very agree- 
able & we sho« have expected assistance & advice in the 
unhappy state of onr oppressed & now bleedino- Country 
.u "",^''«"''s »™ »ll "ell here & those of our Brethren, 
the Selectmen, in Boston. They have a few days past 
communicated to Congress the desire of that pe'rlidious 
& inhuman Gage that y poor of the town of Boston may 
be received into the Country. 

He had no particular return I understand but in gen- 
eral that we were ready to receive such of the inhabitants 
who slio" come out, & that if he was desirous of bein» 
releaved of the poor they hoped he would comply with 
his agreement with the town that all who inclined, after 
performing what was stipulated, w.'» they religiously did 
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might come out. It is said this desire to take y* poor is 
ill consequence of his being short of provisions w.'^" hope 
is the case. I have nothing worthy of notice to commu- 
nicate to you except that our Army are in good health & 
fine spirits; tlie iate conflict at Charleatown I doubt not 
will have more hapi)y effects thau at fii-st view could be 
expected. For our men had become almost impetuous, 
& there was reason to fear some unexpected stroke when 
least expected by our men might make very unhappy im- 
pressions, whereas now they have had a check sufficient 
to make them cautious only & not to abate of that noble 
fervor w."" has generally prevail'd. So that at present 
we have a good prospect, more especially as I find Gen- 
eral Washington has received advice from Boston that 
has occasioned him to counter-order his desire of raising 
more troops W^'' a few days past he thought tJiere was 
necessity of. This I mention in confidence. We have 
information w''' believe to be true that the Rebels* in 
Boston are sickly & distressed for want of provisions. 
What with this & the severe dressing they had at Bunkers 
hill perhaps they will be more careful in future how they 
attack us. 

I have insensibly fill'd up more paper than I at first 
intended being very busy at y* ofEce & not time for recol- 
lection w'* must be an excuse for all incorrectness. 

May the happy time come speedily when we may re- 
turn to our native town in the enjoyment of peace & 
happiness ; but if we must fight it out first I see no rea- 
son to despond. I expect to share the fate of my Coun- 
try & shall endeavour to possess a state of mind for 
whatever may be y'' event 

I am affectionately &c. 

John Pitts. 

(Endorsed by O. W.) 

Watertowii July 

M."' John Pitts Letter. 

Ill a letter to Mrs. Wendell from her cousin Hannah 

' The British forces. 
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Lincolii,STiiiio 9, 1775, are the folioiving references to 
the troubles of the time : 

The pleasure I received to-day iu finding your brother'' 
at Papa's on my return from meeting is uiore safely con- 
ceived thai) expressed: therefore I shall only say'that I 
was very glad & proceed to let you know that I could 
feel at the relation of your flight almost as much as if 
I had been with you, for we here have experienced so 
many alarms as to make us know how to sympathize with 
such of our Bretheren as are under similar circumstances. 
Your Brother has just said this is hut the dawnino- of 
sorrows — if lie is not mistaken (tho' I sincerely wish he 
may be) what calamities have we yet to dread ? What 
can Great Britain do more to distress us ? Can they have 
sharper [quivei-s] to ^oad us with than what we have 
already felt? How, without permission from above can 
they proceed to afflict us more ?•**»» 

"What a revolution in a few months ! I dare not think 
of what has been j then how shall I endure more ? I want 
to wi-ite all that has happened since the 19"' of April in 
our little Circle, but time won't allow; therefore I shall 
only remind you of the advice given by our favorite 
Young, not to abandon fortitude ; it must be our support 
let our trials be ever so severe. 

Mrs. Margaret Phillips, wife of William Phillips and 
mother of John Phillips, the first mayor of Boston, writes 
to her brother Oliver Wendell, from Watertown, June 
21, 1775, four days after the battle of Bunker Hill, a 
letter which shows the energy characteristic of the women 
of the time. 

Dear Brother, 

We have been in great trouble for this week 
past. On Friday last M.'' Apleton & wife with his 

'Hannali Lincola ivas the d^iushler of Josiah Quiacy, brother of Dorothy (Qiiin- 
cy) Jaefcson tlio mother of Mie. WcndeU. 
e Jouatliaa Jnoksoa. 
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Brother brought up Doc* Apletou'to tarry till the begin- 
ning of this week when M/ Apletou was to return 
& carry him to Andover. He accordingly returned a 
Wednesday but the doctor is so low that he cannot be 
removed. On Saturday we had an alarm & on Saboth 
morning Sister WendelF tho't it best to go further off, 
but I could not think of leaving Doc* Apletou & Sister 
Hunt. The children beg'd hard to go away. I at length 
consented to go with sister Wendell to Weston," where I 
left her with Sarah & the children at Baldwin's & re- 
turned home at night alone ; but ou Monday (as Sister 
Wendell inteuded to go further to the Westward & the 
children were at a Tavern) I thought best to bring them 
back. We are in constant fear of some alarm. I have 
had a very kind invitation from Springfield both from Coll. 
Worthington &. M." Dwight, another from Coll. Poiier 
to Hadley. Sister Wendell has returned but intends to 
go westward. I am greatly Perplexed haveing Doc' 
Apleton so low & Sister Hunt to take care of in addition 
to Seven that I must talie care of which is more than I 
am able to do. « * » * 

During a journey to the South in the previous fall and 
winter Jonathan Jackson wrote many letters to Oliver 
Wendell, from which I take the following extracts. He 
writes from Bowdoin's !Ferry, Virginia, Dee. 15, 1774, 
that he had been a fortnight in reaching that place from 
Philadelphia, 300 miles. 

"Pomp is in good health & behaves very well & my 
horses as yet hold out pretty well, tho' hay is not to be 
met with here. They have had none for 150 miles back 
& I expect not to meet with any again, till the Spring, 
when I have got back into Maryland ; the Western shore 
their feed is Corn-Blades & Oats. As for Politicks, or 
rather what is going on in your northern World, I have 

'This waa tlie Rev. rJathaniel Appleton, D. D., for sixty-six years miniflter of 
the First Cliiireli at Camljvidge. He was Ijorn at Ipamcii, Dec. 0, 11)03. 

"CallierlnelBratUejWenflel!, wife of John Mice Wendell, a brother of Oliver. 
"About six miles west of Watertown. 



lyGoogle 



not heard any thing for a long while : every Body in this 
country is solicitous to know in what situatiou you are, 
& whether like to hold out ; thro'out this shore of Maiy- 
laud & Virginia, they appear very hearty in Uie Cause. 
* • * * I have been very genteelly treated from 
place to place by the Gent." on this Shore, who handed 
me from one to t'other generally by letter. The gentle- 
man who keeps this Ferry is a kinsman of Mr. Bowdoiii's 
of Boston & served his time with Sam' Hughes (the hard 
& shaq)) he fondly eiiqnu-ed after your M.' Apploton & 
the two Amorys his quondam Associates, * * • j 
lodge at a public ho. on his Plantation which he set up to 
accomodate strangers." 

^ Charlestowii"* 24.*" Jan^ 1775. 
My dear Priend 

I have the pleasure to date from this place 
■which I reached two days ago. * * * • my horses 
are mere skeletons. I long to hear in what situation you 
all are, from many flying Reports, I fear something of 
the violent kind has or is nearly taking place with you. 
May God preserve you all in Peace. My cowardly heart 
sometimes tells me I am better away ; but I often wish 
eagerly to be among you, that I may know & see the 
worst. It would give me gi-eat pleasure if all the Toi-y 
Genti-y with you had passed the Extent of Country I have 
this Winter, to have seen how staunch & fixed all kinds 
of People are to the American Cause. Even Custom 
House officers this way don't hesitate to scan the Minis- 
ter's measures & condemn him. If you once draw the 
sword in good earnest (w.""' Heaven avert) may you not 
stop till you have compleated a Disbandry of all the Sol- 
diers, to people the Country ; & I would advise re-ship- 
ping all the Officers in one Bottom to their native Coun- 
try, upon their Paroles of honour never to return here 
again upon a like Errand. » « * » 

I am with great Hegard your affectionate Brother 

J. Jackson. 
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111 a letter to Mrs. Wendell of the same diite he says • 
ho fears matters are gathering to a crisis at Boston, and 
asks her to make Newbury her "refuge." 

His sou Edward Jackson wi'ites at his father's request 
from 

Newhoryport, April [16'"?] 1775. 
Smiday Evening. 
Dear Uncle: 

I write you at my Father's desire, as he is so 
mueh taken up witli public affairs that he can't find time 
to do that nor scarcely anything else. He says that he 
will send you furniture for two rooms p.' first opportunity. 
My mama & children are going_ to Exeter to-morrow, 
they would have gone to-day had it been fair weather. 
1 had not time to tell you anything you went off so soon 
after I got hei-e a Fi-iday. I came' out of Boston a 
Wednesday morning with hopes to get a passage to Salem 
in Uie Stage, but it did not go neither cou'd I get a horse 
in the Town ; however I got to Salem with walking part 
of the way. I left Mrs. Phillips well that morning ; her 
Children were at Cambridge ; she was in as good spirits 
as cou'd be expected, as was Lydia also. I did not bring 
any of my Aunt's things, I was in such a hurry lest the 
stage shoidd go. My reason for staying at Salem so long 
was because M.' Appleton wanted the horse & chaise. 
This Town have chose a Committee of two to meet the 
Committee from Salem and other Sea Ports, to determine 
what is best to be done eouceniing them in this critical 
Situation. We have no late Intelligence from the army. 
Marshfield is certainly burnt as we see it from our house, 
but by which party is uncertain. We are all very well 
and in good Spirits and wish yon may be so. We all 
join in love & good wishes to you, my Aunt & two Cou- 
sins. [I] remain Sir, your dutifull Nephew 

Edw." Jackson. 

Do, Sir, desire my Aunt to send home a riding Hood 
my Father brought to her as it belongs to Eunice. 
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Mr. J;ickson writes from 

Exeter, Tuesday Morn.s C o'clock. 
D.'^ Sir: 

I got here safe last night with my little Flock & 
if it was the next most necessary thing would come to 
you to-day, to confer upon placing you all together or 
near each other, but I am hurrying home to dispatch a 
Team I suppose is gone along and the most necessary 
things I chose to have immediately gone, as we may rea- 
sonably expect an aimed Ship with Requisitions severe 
eno' to say no more of 'em. Marhleh'd had them made 
to 'em on Saturday, & it is reported have submitted. 
Salem expects the same Demand every moment & they 
are moving w'th all precipitation, & we have no Reason 
to expect less. As to the Armys they neither of 'em 
have any Idea of giving way that I can find, but I believe 
no capital Movement is soon to be looked for. Mrs. 
Emery is confined to her Chamber. They asked for you 
& expected you, & if you cannot find a comfortable Re- 
tirement, I wonld have you put along here & take up for 
a few days at Folsoms ; but by the Return of the Bearer, 
if I can get one to you to-day, do write Hannah your 
situation &. whether she may be comfortable along side 
you with her two children, Maid & black Girl & Boy & 
her nurse soon. With my tender love to my Sister & 
your little Folks & with a recommendation to you both 
to keep your spirits good, I am D.' Sir, 

Your affectionate Fr.'' & Brv." 

J. Jackson. 

{Directed) To Mr. Oliver Wendell at 

(Endorsed) Jon.^ Jackson & his Sou Xod's Letter, 1775. 



Thursday Morn.e Apr. 27.'" 1775, 
Dear Sir : 

I fear you think I've quite forgot you but my 
more urgent Necessitys have hitherto kept me other ways. 
Hannah sent over her Boy last night to let me know 
where you were and how. I have sent one load of Goods 
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over to Exeter & shall send another TomoiTow & fdllow 
it myself so as to be there at night if possible. Haniiah 
seems inclined to stay at Exeter, at least till she is well 
again. In the Confusion of moving, our Things got so 
mixed, that without making the Rendezvous of them at 
Exeter, it will be impossible almost to sort them for her 
& you. I wish on Saturday morn.s, if the Weather is 
good, you would be early at Exeter, leaving Polly with 
the Children & we will engage one Team with the most 
necessary things to get to you by (Saturday) night, & I 
will ride over with yon to Kingston — this is upon suppo- 
sition you ate situated to your mind or can be, there. 
Our apprehensions are so lulled, we begin to think this 
place secure, & a forliori Exeter, but I propose neither 
of them to yon unless your mind is fully composed ; 
indeed 'till public affairs have taken a more certain Turn, 
we know not what may happen. I inclose you a Letter 
from Brimmer with the happy news that onr Friends in 
Boston are like to be liberated. I send you the last 
Paper, with their last most cruel but artfull Act, & 
you'll find they are framing another for some of the 
Southern Governments. The Eeinforcement from Eng- 
land is hourly expected, but we can get no certainty of 
their numbers. Cap.*' Callahan's ■ Papers all went to Bos- 
ton. Cap.' Lyde arrived yesterday at Cape Anne. His 
papers have gone to our Congress. Our Cousin, J. 
Quincy, was a passenger with Lyde & the report is, died 
two hours after he got ashore with a Consumption ; if so, 
he is gone from trouble eno', I think. Our Congress 
have determined upon an army of 30 thous.** Men, for 
the four Govern.™", of which we raise 13 or 14 thous.^ 
The Inlistiug Orders are issued ; they talk of a paper 
Currency to support the Expence, the worst manteuvre 
I've yet heai-d of — Heaven avert it. Nance can best tell 
you how and when she got here. I hurry her to you, 
Polly can guess why. My teuderest love to her, your 
Httle ones & yourself 

Excuse me further, 

your affectionate Friend & Bro.'' 

J. Jackson. 
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Give my Compliments to M.'' Xojos (& hig hidy, tho' 
imknown to her). Mrs. Bromfield is in your Neio-bbur- 
hood at Kensington, & so is old Mrs. Lowell. ° Mr. 
Bi-omfield set out yesterday for Boston to take cai-e of his 
mother &c, & John Tracy for his Mistress. Dispatch 
Ned as soon as possible. What yon want, write by him 
for. •' 

(Endorsed by O. W.) J. J.'s Letter. 

The following letter is from Simon Tufts, son of Dr. 
Simon Tufts of Bedford {see N. E. Hist. & Gen. Re"-is- 
ter, vol. 9, p. 117). ° 

Boston May 1775. 



Sir 



I have made several Attempts last Month to forward 
a Letter to you but mrscaiTied ; hope this will arrive 
hereby to acqnaint yon that amidst the Confusion distress 
& difficulty of the times, I have remained here till yet 
As to your Part of the Store, I have kept it Shut and my 
own great part of the Time since the last Qnarter for 
want of any kind of use or employ, owing to the above 
Reasons. As most of my Friends & acquaintance are 
gone & going out of Town I expect to be one of the 
Number; if so shall leave the Keys of your part of the 
Store and those of M.™ Wendell's either with M.' Jacob 
Wendell or at yonr House. Otherwise if I stay will do 
as much as is in my Power in the Care of yonr Property 
within my Sphere. This accompanys a Letter from my 
Friend M.'' Henry Prentiss per Cap.' Hammond, tho' 
suppose yon have rec,'' later. 

If I could have had any Advice from you, would have 
let your part of the Store if any application had been 
made, but now there is not the least probability. Mny 
the Supreme Disposer of all Events & director of all 
Men &^ things appear for the Relief of this unhappy & 
distress'd Capital and relieve us from our iDresent Confu- 
sions & Disorders & avert those Evils we fear impendin<' 
on us. I am with due Respect, Sir, ° 

Yonr very obedient & oblidg'd Friend & Humb. Serv.* 
S. Tufts. 



lyClOOglC 



166 

P, S. The Letter roferrcd to is the tirst M/ Prentiss 
wrote after bis arrival at y* W. Indies and as liis arriv'd 
at Newbiirypoi-t, it may not be sent. Cap,' Freeniau had 
tools out the Letter for M" Buthy. 

(Eiidoi-sea) M/ SimoQ Tufts Letter May 1775. 

(Directed) To Mr, Oliver "Wendell at Ncwburyport. 

Mr. Wendell was concernei3 with Nathaniel Appleton, 
and also with Henry Prentiss, in mercantile business. 
They were fortunate in secnrino: the services of a friend 
and neighbor of Mr. Wendell, James Lovell, of Boston, 
to take care of their property, which was now in great 
danger of injury and depredation. There arc a number 
of letters from these correspondents relating to their 
business affairs and the protection and removal of goods, 
furniture, etc., extracts from which are here given. 

Nathaniel Appleton was at the time living in Salem 
with his brother John. They were sons of Rev. Dr. 
Appleton of Cambridge, already mentioned, Nathaniel 
was a member of the first Committee of CoiTespoiidence 
and a zealous patriot during the Revolutionary struggte. 
He was a distinguished opponent of the slave trade.^' 
John Appleton was a successful merchant in Salem. In 
his store the celebrated Count Riimford (Benjamin Thomp- 
son) was an apprentice from 1766 to 1769. "^^ 

Henry Prentiss was the son of Rev. Joshua Prentiss of 
Holliston, who married for his second wife Margaret, the 
daughter of Rev. Dr. Appleton, and the sister of the 
above named Nathaniel. He was a captain in the Revo- 
lutionary Army, and had been before a sea captain .^^ 

James Lovell was for some years master of the South 
Grammar School in Boston. His residence during the 

"See Apploton Menioriiil, p. 31, 

i=3ee Ellia' Life of Count Kiinifoid, p. 18. 

WSee The Prentiss Family, p. 110. 
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Revolution was on the estate where tbe Piirker House 
aow stands, and his family witnessed, on tlie lioysetop, 
the burning of Cliarlestown dwring the battle of Btnilier 
Hill. He Tvaa imprisoned in the Boston jail, Gen. Howe 
having discovered a prohibited correspondence proving 
his adherence to the Eevolutionary cause. Duriu'*' his 
imprisonment his devoted wife was daily accustomed to 
convey his food to the prison door." He was carried to 
Halifax on the evacuation, but was exchanged in 1776. 
He was afterwards a member of the Continental Con- 
• gress, Collector, and, for a long time, Naval Officer. 

The following are the letters refeiTed to, arranged iu 
the order of their dates. 

.. ,., ^ „ Salem, Jan. 10"', 1775. 

Mr. Wendell 

Hope you got home safe and foiuid all well. 
I have this day sent by Mr. Henderson's Sleds seven casks 
pressed Head q.' 446 Gall.' and also 6 casks by Young's 
Sleds 324 Gall.' the particular Guages have forwarded% 
Nicolls I have sold Mi'. Ecth.* Jinkins of Boston 10 
Boxes Candles, to be deliver.* tomorrow morning. Cap.' 
. Bruce has spoken to me for 20 more i. e. 40 in all to be 
delivered begin.^ next week, hope you will he able to 
send me a quantity down this week— do enjoin Nicols in 
packing the boxes that he fill up the Crevaees with paper 
to keep them from moving as much as possible. I have 
got some boards in my Pasture barn, if you want for 
boxes you may take 'em, the chief of 'em are IJ inch 
boards or planks, perhaps they may be sawed to advan- 
tage these scarce times. Presume our children are at 
Boston by this time, hope Thorny will not be trouble- 
som. I wrote Nath. a letter this morning, if he has not 
got it let him apply to Cap.' Hood. I Eec.^ an order 
this ^day from Mr. Russell to ship the Oil to Plymouth. 
Don't lorget to send down the Caudles; in hast, all well 
y.'' friend N. A, 



ng, inHleIIu^d^e^ 



^, E. HiEt, Gen. Reg., Vul, lii, p,2o7 (n 
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P. S. do inquire of Mr. Howes whether he does sell 
for 2-6 as 1 have had it aifirmed by Mr. Jiuldns, and 
consult with him what is best to Ve done as to price. 

P. S. you need not mention Jinkins name, but you." 
do as you please. 

P. S. please to tell Nat. to go and see Jinny Hewes 
and know how she does and whether Mrs. Hovey pur- 
poses to contiime in Town. 

(Directed) To Mr. Oliver Wendell 

Merch.' 
Ill Boston 
Near the Kings Chapel. 
(Endorsed) Salem Jan. 10.'" 1775 

Nath.' Applcton's T-etlcr. 



Frytlay Moni.^ Mch. 30, 1775. 
Sir 

I Kec* yours last evening. I should rather sell the 
Oil than ship it, am sorry you did not strike immediately 
with Mr. Lloyd for Oil from Salem, as I am now fearful 
that it will be too late as Laha is most ready to sail, hope . 
you will git an order immediately (if not allready) to 
ship as much as you can, as to the Loud." vessel it is 
uncertain whether she will take any more freight but shall 
do my best — as to times being dark I don't know tliat it 
is yet so dark as to stop our business, let us proceed on 
regular and leave the event. Y." in hast, 

N. A. 

P. S. best body Oil is sold here £40 L. Mo. You'll 
perceive in Alp,"' mem." that Mr. Russell owes ab.' £65. 
I believe if you could git an ord.'' on Mr. Curwin the 
Deputy Impost master, he would pay it. Cap.' Laha 
sails next Tuesday and if advised tomorrow, he will 
reserve freight room for 2 or 3 Tons, he says Mr.^ Lloyd 
told him he believed ho should ship some Oil by him. 

(Directed) To Mr. Oliver Wendell, Merch.' 
In Boston, 



(Endorsed) Salem, March 30.'" 1775. 
N, Appleton's Letter. 
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Salem, March 30.'" 1775. 
S.' 

I wrote you yesterday about Lalia bound to Halifax. 
I luidcrstiiiid that he will sail in a few clays, was in hopes 
to_ hear.* souiething from you before now, respecting this 
Oil for Halifax & shiping our Oil to London. Cap.' 
Brown for London is neai-ly fnll. I have bou.' 5 or 6 
Ton head but don't know how to piiy for it unless I draw 
oil Heyley & Hopkins, or receive some from Newhury- 
port. We have just heard of a number of soldiers march- 
ing out of Boston this morning, but don't learn upon what 
design. All well, in hust. Y.'' Friend & Sorv,* 

N. Appleton. 
I have not had a line fi'oni you since yon left Salem. 
(Directed) To Mr. Oliver Wendell, Merch.' 

In Boston. 
(Endoi'sed) Salem, March 30."' 177i>. 

JV. Appleton's Letter. 

Salem, Apr. 10.'" Monday Morn.s^ 

Having so good an opp." of writing by Deacon Boyo- 
ton, I improve it to let you know I wrote you particularly 
last Saturday by the young man that lives with Mr. 
Benj." Andrews, to which I hope to receive a reply this 
forenoon, I want your opinion of Drawing and whether as 
much as we ca.n. I understand several! are moving, let 
me know what you purpose to do, and all other particu- 
lars that occur to your mind. I am exceeding anxious 
about the Congress. I heartily pray you may be di- 
rected to that which God will bless for the deliverance of 
America from her present troubles, & tlio' at present 
there is an impenetrable darkness that involves us, yet I 
have strong faith that light will yet arise. I have alhvays 
seem.'' to think it would come from some unexpected 
quarter; let us trust and pray & do our duty &, leave the 
event. Y.' Friend, 

N. A. 

(Lndorsed) Mr. Nath.' Appleton's Letter. 
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Salem 15."' Aprii, 1775. 
S/ 

Hope yon had a gooil joiiruoy & are better in health. 
Yesterday arrived Cap.^ Coiliiiga from Loud," brings 
some iDterestiiig news, inclosed is some of the particulars 
tiiken off by Mr. Hall who had the papers but a short 
time. The Cliarm seems to be broke, how far we shall 
bo able to comply with the requisition 8 can't say, but 
hope Bomethiug wtU arrise out of it that will restore 
pence ; by present appearances oar Port is to remain, shut, 
but I can't think our friends iu England will be easy 'till 
they git the Port open, I believe we shall have no fight- 
ing th^ season. 1 have rec.^ a letter irom Harrisons, 
they hiid not sold the Oil 13.*'' Jan.'' Bro. Haven deliv- 
ered that Letter to Mr. \Ventwt>rth which offer'd him 
■credit & Mr. Wentworth has wrote lis since & sent for 
50 Boxes. I shall draw on G. Hayley for £200 sterl.^ 
fav.'^ [A. T.] & Rogers ; shall git i200 L. M.» insured on 
Oil in Brown, hope to hear from you soon. I have wrote 
incoherent as I am in great haste. Mrs. Dock\vood the 
bearer just going away and I preparing [ ] last 

■night that [ ] day — Mr. J.— [ ] 

we are all \ive [ ]. 

(Directed) To Mr. Oliver Wendell 

at Mr. Jon. Jackson's 

In Newburvport. 

(Endorsed) Salem, April 15,'" 1775 

X. Applcton's Letter. 

Saicm May 1." 1775. 
Dear S.'' : 

I wrote you yesterday, but in so much hast 1 don't 
recollect what I wrote. Lidia, yonr young woman, came 
to us last night, & Mingo who informs me that tlie Works 
are stoped as Mrs. Phillips had the old horse the day 
after the battle to send ah,* her children and could not 
git in again. Nicol's is working up the refined stuf. I 
should he glad of your advice where it will be best to 
place our candles & movable stock. As to Cap.* Erviug, 
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he not anybody else ivill take the clmrge & risque of any 
comodity ni town. I am think." that your house will bo 
i« safe as anywheres to |„it tlje CniiJIca in, and put the 
loos cakes into someiiody's cellar eo as U) divide our 
property. I wrote Mr. Kussell of Charlestown some 
davs ao;o, desiring him to buy the Oil & made him ont a 
Bill ol parcells, lio sent me word he will do all he can to 
hare It secured as Oil for tile public. Min"o will ^ire 
you more partionlars of the Town than I can ;°the Sofect- 
men have constantly the Ear of the General & it seems 
he puts his greatest conlideuce in them. I believe he 
puts all the blocks in the way ho can to prevent the In- 
habitants coming out as he supposes them to be his great- 
est security— shall expect a line from you [as soon! as 
possible, we are all pretty well. 

y.^ Friend & Servant 
— often think— [ ] Nath.' Appleton. 

ovcs[ ]. 

(Directed) To Mr. Oliver n'oiidell at Newburyport. 



My d.' Frienil : 



James Lovell writes from 

Boston i\lay i 



I wish my Friend you was at Cambridge. 
I. hpirits would be exhilarated and v.' Health conse- 
quently mended. I know not where yon are, but upon 
your special Direction I will write to you once or twice a 
Day. 

Give my best Kespocts to Mrs. W and my Love 

to y.'d.' Children. Mrs. Lovell has suffered extremely 
in the Head, fears a fl.xed Distu'dcr there, but is I hope 
only sutfering thus thro Weakness. Sly Family is yet 
w.'" me. 4 Children are prepared to go away, and M " 
Lovell w." the rest will follow when able, if I so judoe 
proper. 1 am not yet n>e to determine, /shall tarry 
if 10 Seiges take place. I have determined it to be a 
Duty which 1 owe the Cause & the Frieuds of it, and am 
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perfectly fearless of the Coiiseqiiences. An ill Turn, of 
a most violent Diarhea, from being too long in a damp 
place, lias couiirm'd Doct."" Gardners advice to me not 
to go into the Trenches, where my whole Soul lodges 
nightly. How tlien can I be more actively serviceable to 
the Friends who think with me, than by keeping disa- 
greeable iJust among a Set of Villains who would will- 
ingly destroy what those Friends leave behind them. 

Once more, about j/ Health. Newbury is not a place 
for j'oii. The people there are in Fears like Boston 
Folks. Come to Cambridge and recruit y.' Spirits. 
Think as little as yoii can about any other Thing but the 
future happy Days of America, which are fast coming up 
the great wheel, 3 times 30 Days will make a Sampson 
of you, if you will only patch j^oui-self up for the present. 
Will Britain see that we count Seaports and all the Mei'- 
chandize they contain of no Value in Comparison of our 
Eights ; that we fly to the Country with them and dare 
her to invade them there ; and will she madly persist in 
the present Humour? What is America to her more 
than the habitable Moon if Commerce ceases ? 3 times 
30 days will inform us of her Recovery. Why should 
Boston be the Seat of Government? Why not the great 
Menadnock? Wb act as if Commerce and not Acres was 
onr Foundation. Cheer up my D.' Sir you shall be 
Member for one of those Towns where your Oaks stand 
unmolested by the covetous haughty yet base and spend- 
thrift Parliament of Britain. The Villains in this Town 
bang their fleads like Bullrushes while the honest Beggar 
walks erect. 

You must be sure of y.'' Bearer if you write any Thing 
that must be under Seal whether private or public in its 
nature. 

Adieu for the present 

J. L. 

(Direction) To M'' Oliver Wendell 
at 
with Dispatch 

(Endorsed) James Lovells Letter. 
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I have wrote to you lately in a circiimatantial Man- 
ner, but such Impediments rise from one Hour to another 
to prevent a free Egress, that I am doubtful whether 
that Letter has yet left Town ; Balch had it ; he goes for 
England with M.' SolUcilor, oh ! and M.' Amory & wife, 
and many others male & female the middle of next week. 
Brother Hany Hill takes Charge of this ; tiierefore upon 
a Certainty of its reaching yoii, 1 charge you, by yoiir 
own Worth, that you visit Salem & Cambridge. The 
first, to converse with Brother Appleton ; upon which you 
will feel yourself so greatly mended as to carry you to 
Cambridge for full Eeeovery. I feel happier on Saloop 
and water Gruel, with the present glorious publick Pros- 
pect, than I ever did full of roast Beef & Wine, while 
there remained a Chance of the EstJiblishment of Tyranny 
on the_ horrid ministerial Plan, which has brought us to 
this Crisis. Pray Doctor,'^ come nearer; come where no 
Fear is. 

4 o'clock P. M. 
Balch has passed the Lines. He said, when he had 
once accompiish'd That, he would cry out "I made my 
Prayer to thee from the Depths of Hell; thou hast heard 
& delivered me." There has been the most scandalous 
dishonoui-able, Shilly Shally Conduct towai-ds the Citizens 
that can be conceiv'd of; ihe General is truly worihv of 
his Post &Errand. 

7had the Club last Evening ; it cost you but one Bottle 
of Madeira, as they seem'd determin'd to finish off Doct.' 
Jos's Raspberry. Noses counted against me, but they 
were stuck upon drooping Heads & I will leave it to 
Baleh if you meet him, whether I did not stop all their 
Mouths as fully by Argument, as by Beef & Cheese. 

I hav« omitted all Mention hitherto of what has been 
near the Nib of my Pen often. 1 cannot refrain longer. 
I wish you may view it as I do. 

'Tis glorious to dye for one's Couutiy. Our Friend 

"Aflimiliw name npplieii to him in College. 
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Quiiicy died by Chinking fur it, as mucli as any (ine has 
lately died by Jighling for it. And tlao' the Merits uf 
the Mediator he is doubtless happy in his Exit. The 
guilty living are the only Objects of Pity; I sincerely 
hope & believe the Niimlier of such is exceedingly small, 
iu Comparison of the mighty Legions of the fi-aU. 

Do let me speedily hear from you ; and besides a mi- 
nuteness coiicemiug y' own affairs, let mo know the State 
of y'' Brothers Fiimily. Direct to my Friend Joseph 
Trumbull Eaq/ Commissary General at Cambridge, and 
give him a Line about Secresy of Conveyance. I write 
& hear freely & Safely tho' I know of a Deal of Negli- 
gence in the Matter of Letters. 

Make a thousand Enquiries, I will do my best to 
answer them, tho' it will go against my Grain to do a 
Thing which may make you less likely to come to Head 
Quarters, by satisfying y.'' Curiosity in part, where you 
are. 

Adieu my Friend for the present, for I will not tell 
you what it is only fit you should receive from the Mouth 
of v'' Brethren at Cambridge. 

J. L. 

(Endorsed by Oliver Wendell) M.'' LovcU'ri Lc-Ltor. 



Salem, May 8."' 1775. 
Mr. Wendell : 

S.^ : I rec.'^ yours p.'' Mr. Prentiss. Note 
what you say of So. Battery, but I think it safer to have 
our effects dispersed ; we shall be obliged to have a quan- 
tity of Oil there & all our Works. Mr. Cooms did not 
give liis note luind. Mr. Will.™ Coombs is charged in 
the Books Feb.? 7.'" 1775, £ 32. 16. 7. Mr. Jn.» Cooms 
gave a receipt for the Candles on aec' of his brother, 
which he may think was a note of hand. I have given 
credit for £ 24. 8. I understand some Tories or Officers 
have attempted to take possession of your House, but 
Master James LoVell has prevented, & as I hear, lodges 
there himself. I don't know why Voax is not there. 
I find it grows extreme difficult to get out of town. 
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Ml'. Wallcy writos mo iie liii« hecii tiyin? n WGok witli 
ail his tliiigoiiee & ctin't effect it. We'liad tlie same al- 
larin at Salem that yon hat], mmiy expecting them every 
moment, hut I gave no credit to so unlil;ely a story, and 
felt very cahn. How long it will remain is uneertain, but 
1 nmch doubt whether they will uiiilic any further attempt. 
No troops yet from England j a few hav;! arrived from 
Halifax; a nimil)er of N. Yorkers have recanted, even 
liivington bus acknowledged that he has been hired to 
fulsily and counteract all our measures and begs the fa- 
vour of the public. N. York i-ises liigh. L.^ North told 
Mr. Quincy that he had no jrreat faith in the Measui-es, 
but he must pursue 'em and try the event. He told him 
Hutchinson had missed it in his poliiidis. I must just 
drop a teat with you over Bro. Quiuciy, a short, but I 
hope a usefull life ; he told Cap.' Lyde he longed to hear 
there had been a Battle. Mandait writes Hallowell an 
intercepted Letter, Meh. 3.", I saw, that he hoped "ere 
this reaches you some of your Leaders will havo felt the 
power of Parliament ifcu." from whence it is strongly sus- 
pected they had a design upon A s & H k. 

Connecticut Govern.' have voted fiOOO men upon the 
same footing as our men. Our men inlist veiy fast, hope 
yon New Hami)shire men will act your part well. iMan- 
duit says Mr. Hutchinson strove hard to git an exclusive 
privilege for the friends of Govern.' but could not. Mr. 
Triscott of Dorchester has been at Salem & bro.' Sharper 
with him in ho]>es to see you here, but linding you so far 
of, determined to return, but Mr. Triscott said he should 
be glad to have tlie black Children taken from him as he 
expected to remove farther back and they would be cum- 
branee to him in git« into a family, therefore thouglit it 
w-ould be best for Sharper to go back and find a place for 
himself and children, but then he wanted a credit from me 
to enable him to git such a place, supposing you would 
like it, I giive him a pass and requested that some person 
would take them in & keep them on as cheep a lay as 
they can including Sharper's work 'till further ordei-s, & 
engaged in your behalf ihuL all necessary charges should 
be paid. If you dis;ippi-uve of this give me early notice 
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& I can write Mr. Ti-iscott iiiul pi-evonl, the oporatioii of 
it. This diiy we have a inrgf emission of Keoantations 
from Marblehead Viz.' King Hooper and all his family, 
Messrs. Marstoii. White, Foul, Gallisoii, Lewis, Boweii, 
&c., &c., lament.^ their errors, euga^.^ their lives & for- 
tunes in the service of their injured Country. This I 
take to be voluntary. There is not now a resident 
Addresser in Marblehead, hope Salem will follow their 
example. You have doubtless soon the. resolve of Con- 
gress that Gen. Ga^e has disqualified himself to be Gov- 
ernor of this Pnjviuce & therefore uo obedience is due 
uuto him, but to be avoided as an Enemy to the Colony, 
this I take to bo the Revolution oj 1775. God of his 
infinite mercies grant that those who steer the Ship of 
State may have wisdom to conduct her safe to the Haven 
of peace &. the best civil Government. Am sorry you 
are settled so far from ns. What think j'oii of ship.'' onr 
remaining Oil to Lond." by Cap.' Coffin. Poet Joseph 
Green & Lady, Messrs. Jn." Amory & wife, Jos. Green 
Jun. & wife, Jos. Barrel! & wife & Neiirhhor Bulch &c., 
&c. , have taken passage iu Calahan for London ; many to 
Halifax, Nantucket, Kencheck River, all parts of Con- 
necticut, &c., &e. It is like the dispersion of the Jews. 
Our love to you all, 

>f. A. 



Ciiarlestown May 9.'" 1775. 
S.% 

I got here last Sahath day, since which I've wrote twice 
to Master Lovell. In answer to my first he writes me 
that he choses to have me to assist him in Eemoveing your 
furniture & that he would Apply to the Genei-all for a 
pass for me if I would come in to Town, upon which I 
wrote him that if he could obtain a pass & repass for me 
that I would come in, in Answer to which he wrote me 
this Forenoon that the Genei-al promia'd that he would 
send Orders to the Ferry for me to pass & repass with 
your Goods & I now am waighting for the pass to go into 
Town. Shall do the best for you in my Power. M.''^ 
Phillips was here this morn.B She & all here are well ; she 
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wants to see you very much. She has got ynui- Works 
Horse. She has got a House somewhere hi Watertown. 
All friends this way are well. Inelos'd are letters from 
Master LovcU which 1 suppose will give you a particular 
account of your affairs. I took an Account of your things 
in Lyun. Harris continues [at the] Island & sells to 
every one that comes [ ] being waiting for this 

Obliges me to conclude. [Please] to give my regards to 
M." Wendell & accept the same yourself & Beiievo me 
to bo your friend & Humb"' Serv.' 

H. Prentiss, 
K". B. I have Mingo here with me. 
(Directed) To M.'^ Oliver Wendell 

To be left at M.'' Jon." Jackson 
Newburj'poft. 
(Endoificd) Charlcslown May 9, 1775. 

H. Prentiss Letter. 

D.' Sir 

There is such a severe Scrutiny at the Ferry that 
what Trunks are in the House must be opened there. On 
■which Ace.' and the Intirmity of my Health, I have got 
M.' Prentiss to consent to come over upon the General's 
granting Pass & Repass. 

His Intimacy in y' Family will warrant my Opening y' 
Pacages to take out any Thing which may have been put 
up by accident that can be called Merchandize, which yon 
are now to learn is not compreheTided in the Term Effects. 

Very little of y.' Furniture can be sent, I think, under 
such honrly-iucreasing Embarrassments. 

Y."^ Bedding & Trunks with tiseful Furniture rather than 
the beat must be chosen. The best will be grossly abused. 

I this Minute have yours of the A.^ I wish yon would 
refer to any of my Lettei-s rec* by naming the Date of 
them. 
9.'M1 A. M. J.'Lovell. 

(Directed) M.'' Oliver Wendell 

at Newbury 

(Endorsed) M.'' Lovcll's Letter. 
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The following is ii copy of liis petition for a puss. 

To his Excellency > 

Geiieml Gage 5 

May it please your Excellency to allow 
One personally a Stninger and of a Mixt Character, like 
the Generality of the World, to present himself thus to 
y'' Excellency's Eye, as a grateful Man, and in Conse- 
quence, as one firmly attach'd to the Interest of a most 
henevolenfc Citizen, Neighbor, & Friend — M.' Oliver 
Wendell. 

Greatly shocked by a Nervous Disoi'der M.' Wendell 
was tryiug a Change of Air at Newbury, prior to the late 
Obstruction of Intercourse with this Town; hia Domestics 
have since fled from, apprehended Danger; and his Effects 
are taken under Watch of y' Excellency's Petitioner who 
is also of veiy infirm Health. 

M.'' Henry Prentiss, a Partner in some Degree of Busi- 
ness with i\l.' Wendell, having just arriv'd from a forreign 
Voyage is at present in Charlestown. Tour Excellency 
is therefore most humbly & earnestly inti'eated to permit 
said Prentiss to pass into Boston and to repass with the 
Efl'ects mentioned, Arms, Ammnnitiou and Merchandize 
excepted; or to grant your Suppliant the Honor of a 
Moment's Interview that he may confirm the above, and 
alledge fresh Circnmstances in Support of his Prayer. 

For such Token of y.^ Excellency's Compassion to 
Himself and Justice to his Suiferiiig Friend, your Peti- 
tioner, as ill Duty bound, will ever pray. 

Mem'""'" 

A small dressing Glass in Trunk No. 1 in a Blanket 
half way down ; and a Pane of Looking Glass in the same 
Trunk or the Cedar Chest. In the same Trunk are Bed 
Screws & Winch. 

In are 

2 P.' Cans mark.* at Bottom I ^ S 
1 large P.* Porringer ..EH 
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1 Popper Box . . . . ^ f [ J | ■ 

1 Lamp 4 Stamps 

1 Sug'' Tongs no mark 

2 large Spoons 1 Syiiimes M I 
1 do I tilurk AV 
1 do W C S+P 

1 .„ H„..a JgQ| 

1 do T. E,lwaris^fj°^ 

1 do IE E T 

3 do O. W. 

1 p''Siioe Buckles square open-work 



My d.' Friend 

I now take np my Pen to write to you more 
particularly, than in the Morning, on tlie Article of Eni- 
barnissmeuts. Such a Trilie, as a little Oatmeal or Starch 
in a Piiper is looked upon as uiipaaaable being ranged 
under the Head of Provision, which it seems lays atUie 
Arbitrium of the Searcher, who is a refugee from N. 
York, placed at the Ferry ; while good Benj.« Davis per- 
forms the same offices at y" Lines upon the Neek. Thus 
you see it will be impossible to send yoti anything eatable 
or drinkable, therefore you will be quite jMrtioular in 
Answer to my former Hinla. 

It seems impossible that Matters can remain long in 
such a Situation as the present. God knows what "will 
be the next Alarm, but I trust He will direct it in Favor 
of the oppressed. 

Upon a Second Look I find y.' Letter rec.'* by me was 
written 2 days before M.' Prentice left you, perhaps in 
that Time you rec.'^ oiie of mine. By y,'' recommending 
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that I sh.'' straw y/ Garden with Something iisefull you 
think it will not be taken from you. You surely are not 
ill tlie Thouglit of paying Rent for it as a Store for the 
Remnant of y' Goods which may be left in it. Most 
probably Laughton will strive to let it to some of the 
high governmental Men. 

I wish yoit would follow nie with a Line daily as Things 
may happen to occur to you. I will do you all the Ser- 
vice in my Power, and conform strictly to y' Directions- 
Mrs. Lovell begins to mend ; her alaraiing sweats les- 
sen, 'Tis a miserable little Baby in comparison of her 
former ones ; but that is not to be wonder'd at, consider- 
ing it as hitherto nurtured by Anxiety. 

If I succeed in getting much the greater Part of y.' 
Effects away and a tollerable Toi-y should have the Pro- 
tection of the Remainder; and if M.'' Balche's & Doctor 
Gardner's Matters go on well, and 20 more ifs take Place, 
I cannot say but that my Wife will persuade me to turn 
Farmer ; but it will not be in the Neighbourhood of this 
Place. One of tho ifs is, if I am not in the black List, 
which I have the best Reason to suspect is past Doubt 
against me. 

Present my best Regards to M." Weiidell and tell your 
young Folks I remember them with Love. I thought 
Mart. Brimmer would have been able to give me account 
of you thro' M.'' Jackson ; but I am disagreeably con- 
vinced of the Contrary. I hope M.' Jackson is not 
confined. If he is well he can certainly pick up Carryers 
at such a Time as This. You must however give us no 
State Matters; for 'tis but "you are the Genenil's Pris- 
oner," and whip! away to the Man of War; as is the 
Case of poor John Peck. I carry'd him Breakfast to 
main Guard yesterday, and again this Morning but he 
was carry'd off last Evening and put on Board Ship. 
Inquisitorial this I 

your affectionate Neighbor. 
May 9.'" 4 p. m. May 10."' p. m. 

(Directed) For M.'' Oliver Wendell 

at Newbuiyport. 
(Endorsed) James Lovoll's Letter. 
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Cliarlestowii May 12."' 1775. 
Dear Sir, 

I've been here ever since last Siibath day waiting 
for a Pass into Town or for your things to come over 
neither of whicli I am able to obtain yet. Master Lovell 
wrote Die last Evening tlwit he had y^ Pi'oniise of a Piiss 
for me which I believe is all I shall get. The trouble & 
Difficulty of getting a Pass is much greater than I cou'd 
possibly Conceive, & cou'd a Pass be obtained I shon'd 
almost as lives (did the furniture belong to me), leave it 
in the Town to take the common fate of things there. I 
must beg you to take a ride this way I think your inter- 
est demands it. I would not desire yon to come this way 
if there was the least danger. Yon may come to Charles- 
town with the Greatest safety. Coll. Marshall sent over 
here to know what Stock you had upon the Islaud, upon 
which I sent Mingo to the Island to bring an account to 
mc. He tells me M."" Han-is is very uneasy, the people 
from the Men of War frequently go to the Island to Buy 
fresh Provision, his own safety obliges him to sell to 
them, on the other Iliuidj the Comniiltee of Safety have '■ 
thretned if he sells anything to the Army or Navy, that 
they will take all the Cattle from the Island, & our folks 
tell him they shall haudle him very rufly. M." Phillips ' 
Furniture came over the Day before yesterday, & M." 
Hunt came with them. Our other friends are still con- 
fin'd in Town but enjoy good Health. Inclosed is a Let- 
ter from Master James Lovell. Please to present my 
best regards to M.'= Wendell & accept tiie same yourself, 
& Love to M.' Ned and Miss Sally. Y.'' friend &c. 

H, Prentiss. 
(.Directed) To M.'' Oliver Wendell 

To be loft att M.'' Jon." Jacksons 
Newbury Port. 
(Endorsed) Ch;irlcstown, May, 1775 

H, Prentiss Letter. 
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Chiirlestown May 13.'", 1775. 
Sir, 

I wrote you Yesterday by the Stage & inclos'd a Letter 
from Master Lovell, which will be left at M.' Jackson's 
for yon. I've been waiting here ever since Sunday last 
in expectation of a Pass into Boston. My Patience is 
quite worn out, but from what Mjister Lovell wrote me 
last Evening I expect to have my Pass this morning. I 
wish you'd come here yourself. I would not desire it if 
I did not think you might come with safety, bnt I think 
there is not the least Danger. If you do not incline to 
come please to write me where I shall send your furniture 
when I get it out of Town, Direct your Letters to be 
left at Woarts Tavern to the care of M,'' Andrew Brim- 
mer who keeps there. Please to give my regards to M." 
"Wendell & accept the same yourself & believe me to be 
your friend 

H. Prentiss. 

(Endorsed) Clmrlestown May 17, 1775. 

H. Prentiss Letter. 



Salem, May 18."' 1775. 

Inclosed are sundry Letters ree.^ at sundry times & 
forwarded by the first opp," I have rec* a Letter from 
Mr. Prentiss who has got back again to Charlestown, He 
informs me that some of your Goods ai'e coming by Water 
to Marbfehead. I am going over to [see] ab.' them & 
some of my own. Shall be glad you'd send me word 
what yoti.^ have done with your goods. I cannot yet 
learn how we are like to succeed ab.' giting out our Can- 
dles. There has been a very great fire at Boston last 
night but don't yet learn the particulars but in generall 
that- it broke oat near draw-bridge & consumed many 
. buildings ; some say 30, some say 100, oh poor Boston ! 
We are pretty well, but think of removing if we could 
fix upon a good place. "We want to avoid the extremes 
of a seaport & too great obscurity. We have so many 
articles of News every hour I don't know which to write 
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yon. Hallifax have biivut the Kings Hay & attcinpted 
the Dock yai-ds. Dartm." havo taken a Cutter & got the 
sailors and marines prisoners. S." Carolhia seized ab." 
1000 small arms with some ammunition. A IJuteh sliip 
arrived at New York with military stores for the Colonies, 
got all safe on shore. Tioonderoga taken with a large 
train of artilery. 3 or i transports arrived at Boston, 
part of a fleet of 6 Ships with ab.' 800 troops ; 4000 are 
destined to N. York. D.'' Franklyn arrived at Philadel- 
piiia. Several fishermen been taken out of ijiward & 
outward boniul vessells. Trs. with great regard to your 
family. 

N. A.''' 

Boston May 2(J.«' 1775. 
Sir, 

I was a thinking to stay ia Boston till I had work up 
all the stuff that is Eefiii.* and then to leave the Town, 
for I can't any ways content myself to stay in Town for 
their is not anything to do at the works that makes it 
■worth while to open it. I don't take money euouHi to 
pay for my board. M.' Hughes has Left his business in 
George Erving'a hands which is the Eeasou that no body . 
d08 call at the works for Candles. Your Stores at Fort 
hill Remain as you left them. M." Hovey is going out 
of Town & J[enn'|y is going with her. M.' Mines has 
been about the Oil and he be glad if M.'' Rnsseli would 
not want him to take more Oil than is for him Self, tor 
their will be a disadvautedg attend it, I cant Pay CoIIo.' 
M[arshall] at present. Mother is gone & your house is 
emty. I will tell Voax to Move in it directly. I have 
been to work at M.'' "White's off & on some time & have 
got some more to do. As their is but Little work to do 
at the works I shall he glad you would Let me know 
about [shu]ting it up, for the Provision that I got I can 
not content my Self upon and being discontented withall 
I find it is too much to withstand. Be kind enough to 
Let me know what I shall doe with the woife. I'call.'i 
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at M.' Constable & he says that he has not any hiisiiiess 
to do & he can not pay that Eeiit any ways for he dos not 
business enough to find him in Provision & he thinlts as 
people are glad to git anyhoily that will take care of their 
houses to live in them Rent free he hopes that you will 
consider him in these times. 

John Nicoll. 
(Directed) To M/ Nath.' Appleton 

Merchant 

Salem. 
(Endorsed by O. W.) Boston May 16"' 1775 

John iVicoll to N, Appleton. 



My good Friend Wendell 

I write miieli in a Hurry and shall 
therefore be short. Mad'" Aiford has sent for the Key of 
her Trunk. She is at Reading, M.' Prentiee must have 
deliver'd it to yon, if it was not left by him at the Widow 
Stevens's in Charlestown ; about which Enquiry shall be 
made before this is sent to you." 

M.'' Nichols has left the Key of the Works with me. 
I am ready for all y' orders within my Capaeity. 

I have placed every Thing remain.^ of y'' Furniture 
snugly away in Chests, Boxes & Trunks in my own dry 
boarded Cellar; if there is a possibility of sending yon 
any Thing useful, name it, and I can easily lay my Hand 
upon some small Package which contains it. 
Yrs. Affectionately 

June 6.*'' 

Brother Appleton 

By seing M.' Nichols you will know the 
exact state of y'^ matters, and you are alrea^ly assured of 
my services. Is Jn." safe with you? 
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The above letter from James Lovell was direeted to 
"Moss." Nath." Appleton & Co. at Salem." Mr. Apple- 
ton re-directed it to "M.' Oliver "Wendell to the care of 
M.' Jonathan Jaekson, merch.' in Newbnryport." 

., , „ Saturday Noon. 

My d.' Xcighlmur 

, J'lSt after I wrote 3-011 last Doet.' Morris 

1 hisician of the Anny an Elderly Gentleman took the 
iloiiso, and was so complaisantly pressing to come in 
that 1 work.« all night from yesterday Noon, and admitted 
him at 10 this morning. He wishes to. have the Fm-ni- 
tnre eommittcd to his Care, nay is willing to pay for it 
and makes the strongest Promises of the extremest Care. 
1 think what I have left is better there than carry'd to 
Jeffries s, my House or the Store. I think pving the use 
a much greater Security against Abnse than Iettin<f I 
therefore told Him that 1 would leave as p.' Mem"™ for 
the premt, for which he is greatly thankful, but that I 
should attend y- Order respecting all or any Part. As to 
that He shall be very thankful for present use, as it will 
give Opp" to provide if y.' Commands make it necessary " 
Tour Desk & Case shall have the same Care as if the 
Papers were bis own or I may remove it at my pleasure, 
If free access is too troublesome to me." 

Monday. 
Vonlks was out «,rishiiig & I iutirely forgot Jacob so 
that my own School Runners peifonn'd the whole ; and I 
assure yon without breaking 6« value of any sort. I had 
the House swept from Garret to Cellar removiii"- every 
Thing new & old but the following. 

In the froTit room. 

T '^X'"'^°'''^ * «■>'■»"»? Glass each with Brauelies, a 
Look.. Glass, a marble slab, a Card Table, a Japan Tea 
Table, a mahog.' stand, Desk & Case, 10 Chairs, 2 China 
Vases, a Japan Plato Tripod, a lead' Cooler, 2 Family 
Pictures, a Lamp Tea Kettle. 
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111 the Enb'jj. On the Slalvii. 

A Glass Laiithorii. - An oval Japan Tea Table. 

Middle Itoora. 
A Clock, a Breakfast Table, a Desk, a Look" Glass, 1 
Family Picture, 8 Metzitintos, 1 Fuelling & 4 small red 
leatkei- Chairs, 1 Heai-tli Brush. 

KUclien. 

3 Trammels, 1 p."" 11." Irons, 1 p.'' r<iast.« tlo., 1 Jack, 
2 Spits, 1 Drfpping Pan, 1 Gridiron, 1 Shovel & Tongs, 
1 Fender, 1 Warm* Pan, 1 fVy.* d.°, 1 Checker Board 
&c.-," 1 Jack for Boots, 1 Barn Lanthoni, 1 Bread [Pul], 
1 flesh Fork, 1 Iron spoon, C scewers, a large & small 
pine Table, 1 Brass Kettle, 1 large & 1 small iron I'ot, 1 
Dish Kettle, 1 Stew pan, 2 king Brnshes & a Broom, 1 
short Brush & Dirt pun, 1 large wooden mortar, 1 flat tiu 
& 2 iron Candlesticks, salt-Box, 1 p.'' Snuffers, 1 Tobacco 
Jar, 1 large Lead." d." (found in the Kitchen Loft), 2 
folding Boards. 

In the front Chainher. 

1 Chest pf Drawers & Ta!)le alike, 1 looking Glass, 6 
Chairs covered with Cheek (1 br<)ken in the closet with 
p.t' of the Bed ornament [and] the Family Arnis'^), 1 
Coach top Tester with easy Ch.'' like it, 1 folding screen, 
M.'' Jacksons Picture & a Thermometer. 

In the Entry. 
Chest [on] Chest of Draws, Mehogony Fire Screcne. 

In the middle Chamb.'' 

Chest^' of Draws & Tahic alike, 1 Look.*^ Gla^s, 5 

Chairs red covered with Callieoe,,! Hearth Brush, 1 

Family Picture, 1 red Coach Top Tester. 

Kilclien Chamber. 

1 Chest of Draws, 1 Easy & 3 small red Chairs, 1 
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Look/ Gliiss, 1 Pine tnhlo, 1 p.' 11.' Irons. I„ (|io Closot 
an old Cabinet & 5 miiigos & a Bod pan. a Vicu- of [lip 
Colledgcs. 

l'^ upper ChambS 
1 Couch, 1 arraetl, 1 Fiulliug, 1 low leather, & 1 fl,- 
Chair 1 Pino Talilo, map of new Yk, Chest of Mo.' Bootl 
lock.' & an old Irnnk of Books in the Closet. 

2" Chamber. 
1 Bedstead & Bed & old green Coverlid. 

Pallet Bedstead & 2 Cots, 1 Bed & bedstead, 4 red 
leather Chairs .alike, I Pine Table, 32 melzitlatos, i 
painted on Glass, 1 Sampler & 2 views. 

Cellar Stairs, a Candle Box. 

Cellar. 

A Cloath's Horse, a Bread Trouirh, 5 Groese Pots 

pickling Tubs, a few Casks & a Beer kirrcl, wash.s Tubs.' 

In the Shed. 

1 Pish Keltic, 1 Dining Leaf. 

In the Wood House. 
^ I Cloaths Horse, 1 Window Ladder, 1 "VYashin.^ Bench 
iron bound Water Cask & 3 other Vessels for wier. ' 

_ I have given the Gentleman an Inventory. He prom- 
ises 10 fold Eecompence for Damage, appears mi'-htily 
pleased with appearances and the Landlord, pravs fo°r vou 
to come in upon the present Tenant quitting 

He is a very grave Gentleman w.»' a vcry°small Family. 

i^ou will see that I consulted ii mixture of use & orna- 
ment tho' the former in very small proportion. If either 
yoti or y Lady ehose to have me remove any partieular 
Ihing or all, I will do it instantly. Especially give me 
Diriction ab.' the Desk & Book Case whether you would 
have me trust any of the Papers there or move all out of 
the Desk and leave the Book Case or take the whole 
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Home & tienil my own Desk to fill tlie Place. I must do 
thut 01- send D/ Gurdner's for wiiut of good lioom, either 
of which I can do and will soonei" than you shall have the 
least Uneasiness ab.' the Papers remaining or being mixt 
by moving, or I can remove the Book Case as it is and 
leave y.' Desk standing If the Papers of the Desk may 
be moved more easily than the others. Yon know I can 
take a Draw at a Time and lay them in the same mann' 
into D.' Gardners. 

I am now ready for the Commands of young master & 
miss as you will see by my next Invoice. I have pack'd 
every Thing of China Glass in aniidl assorted Packages 
which are then to be put into loek't Chests in my Cellar. 

I can give you a Specimen 
Box No. 1 cout.* several different Boxes Ned, Sally & 
Mama. 

2 Pamphlets. 

3 Apothecary's Shoj) chiefly. 

Trunk 1 Variety of Light Things the Draw being fnli of 
Books. 
2 China <£. Glass the Draw fill.'' w."' light Things. 
No. 4 Indian Box Cake Pans &' ilhrniiniilion molds, 
both reserved for our coming Daj's of Amer- 
ican Jubilee. 
No. 5 5 Burnt china Punch Bowls 
1 Sugar Pot & 5 Coffee Cups 
3 blue & white Tea Pots 
1 burnt & 4 blue & white breakfast Boivis 
6 bl. & wh. Patties 1 burnt Saucer 
<£.c. &c. 
I rejoice at hearing by Appleton that you are better. 
Do let me know Something ab,* Prentice & Gardner, how 
have they sojourned? 

I think to put a Brass Shovel & Tongs in the Ffont & 
Iron d." in the middle Parlor. 

N. B. 80 Boxes of S. C. to Butler's Row Counting 
Koom. 

(Directed) To M.'' Oliver Wendell or Mess." Appleton 
& Co. at Salem. To Care of Joseph Trumbull, Esq. 
(Endorsed) Boston, Jaiues Lovell. Received June 20.*" 
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Tho following fvagiiiont of a luttev in Lovcll's liinul- 
writiitg appears to hiivc been writtoii at about the date of 
the above letter : 

I shall follow y.^ Dh'cctioii in iill Things when I can 
get it, and [use] conscientious Discretion till I have the 
Pleasure of hearijtg from yon. 

And now, D/ S.^ as to the most Important Point. Be 
contideut in the Deity, throw of an anxiety which is evi- 
dently undermining y' Health. This Country, nay this 
very Town will soon rise to Glory and Peace from its 
present Condition; therefore take the best Care of y' 
Healtli, that you may yet again as heretofore be a great 
public Ornament and private Blessing. 

God Almighty defend & cherish you & all yours ; to 
whom pray name nte & my wishes. 

The following letter has no date : 

It is my gre.at Misfortune in my Desires to Serve you 
that I cannot frequently have y.'' Directions. Tho.= Voax 

is in Possession of the House in G s Lane; but the 

natural Consequences of the indiscrete Disposal of the 
Key took place before his Entrance. It seems some Man 
of War's men broke in last Saturday Evening, and went 
directly up into the Garret Chamber forcing off the Bolt 
of it, and then broke open the only one place of which 
Ms Dove had not the Key, without entering ajiy of the 
lower Chambers. They tnnrd Things up side down, and 
forced the Lock of a Box of Papers; whether they stole 
any Thing much or little I cannot judge. I think it is 
probable all the muster did not end in Breakage alone. 
Had I been one Moment later the Lady Tenant the sober 
Friend of M.' D. would have been gone clear olf. I 
aiTived just in Time to receive her sacred assurances of 
Innocence. 1 acknowledge I should have thought her so 
if she had not let slip that neither M.' D. uor'she knew 
what was in the Room because he had not the Key, If 
you recollect the Number & sort of Glasses or China and 
will mention it I shall be able to see whether the Eoom 
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hii.s not been thinned. I shall repair the Loolc of the Box 
and put up the Papers in an orderly Way so as to give 
you some future ace* of them. 

It has been utterly impossible to make the desired Re- 
mova] of Stock. And, as to the Note of Hand to be 
discharged, the Proprietor of it is desirous of having 80 
Boxes or as many more as will pay the whole at 2' 6. 
M,'' Hewes let son George have a large Quantity at that 
Kate, who will keep up the Market at 2* 8 I suppose. 
Having try'd ia vain to get a Letter down to you to know 
whether you would consent, I consider with mj'Seif the 
Risque of the whole, and the corroding Nature of Inter- 
est, and the Length of Time which would naturally be 
taken up in retailing the Quantity already fabricated, 
among the few Customers which I should obtain in the 
race of so industrious u Merchant, and therefore have 
said I will deliver ivhat are now on Hand at 2' 6. I think 
to have more made as long as Custom can be found, 
which G. E, says is not to be had. Most on Hand 
were at 2' 7 according to Directions left as to 3's 4's & 
5's so that I hope y'' Approbation in the fall of a Penny. 
I hope for 2'* on eveiy Box I may sell heareafter, as I 
know that is the determined Price of the expecting 
monopolizer. As to the past 2 only of 9 were Fives & 
therefore at 2' 8. 

"Whatever is not expeditiously done to serve you, you 
are charitably to put on the Page of Fate rather than In- 
dolence. Oil will not Sell. I have had it cooper'd & will 
watch it constantly. The Day Book sh.* not have been 
carry'd away. Smith the Lighter wants to settle with the 
Select Men. 

I have never had a Line from My dear Neighbour to 
disaprove my Conduct in Regard to Doc' jMori'is. I hope 
he thinks as well therefore of the Proceeding as I con- 
tinue to do. 

The Bearer will see D. G r and will be instructed 

by you iu the History of the little matters sent long since 
to y' care. 

Need I say I wish you & yours every Blessiiig? 

James Lovell. 
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No mention \v;\s ever niado to me lij X s about tlie 

Ohaiiec of ;i IM^rket hinted iit by y' ivortliy Paitiiei'. 
(Endorsed) Boston J. Lovell. Luttcr to N. Appleton. 

Some of Mr, LovcU's letters were intercepted iind the 
information obtitiiied from them proving his bitter hos- 
tility to the royal side rendered him particularly obnox- 
ious. He was imprisoned with John Leach, teacher of a 
navi^^ation school, and Peter Edes, printer, June 29, 
1775. Leach and Edcs kept journals which give an 
autlientio and vivid account of the brutal treatment which 
they and their fellow prisoners received. They seem to 
have found iiotliing so hard to bear as the incessant 
"swearing and blasphemy" of the British oiEcors and 
soldiers evidently intended for their aimoyance. Leach's 
Journal is printed in the N. E. Hist. Gen. Reg., Vol. 
XIX, p. 255. Another letter, written by Loveii while 
imprisoned, Dec. 9, 1775, wiil be found below. 

The following letter was written by Mr. Appleton : 

Andover, June 21, 1775. 
Brother Pilgrim 

This informs you that (mother Rowlandson 
like) I have made a second remove, have got a very com- 
modious House, considering the times, about 2 miiea from 
the grand country road — if you come to see mc, take 
your directions of Mr. French, or if you write direct to 
his care. I have been hoeing my Potatoes & Beans 
to-day. You'** say bro.'' Nat is in good spirits, but be 
assured extremely anxious for our public afRiirs. I went 
to Cambridge last fryday. Father remains poorly, but 
we removed him to yJ good Sister Phillips's that after- 
noon. Next day as wife & I were returning homo thro' 
(;!anibridge met the Express going to Congress inforniin"' 
the regulars had Landed at Charlestown, we tacked 
about, went thro' Woburn to Salem & was constantly 
presented with the melancholy appearance of the fire at 



lyClOOglC 



192 

Chiirlestown, I mii^t drop ii tear over Bro. IVaneii. I 
could have wished be had never accepted the MiHtaiy 
Character, not but that he was veiy capable, but being so 
Ciipable in [other] Departments makes his loss greatly 
felt. These are dark cit'CHmstaiices, but not disco ni-aging, 
I think we are right, tho' ill-deserving. The number 
slain on our part much less than first supposed, not ex- 
ceeding 60 or 70, while that of Ihe enemy mueii larger. 
Oh, may our Good G-od yet preserve us & direct us in 
the present most important crisis. Hope you & Lady ifec 
enjoy health. Hope bro.' Jimmy will do something for 
us. NieoHs conduct has been odd at least. Late at 
night, Caudle going out, YJ Friend. 

Send word where the Chelsea head matter is, it ought 
to be removed. 

P. S. an old letter from J[iuimy] just come to hand. 

P. S. Father is coming to live with us, his Effects re- 
moved today. 

(Directed) To Mr. Oliver WeiidcII 

to the care of M."' Jonathan Jackson, Merch.* 
In Newburyport. 

(Endorsed) Andover June 21.^^ 1775. 



Chelsea 26 June 1775. 
M.' Wendell 

Sir, The ])eopie in Chelsea have been & are 
now moving thear Effects away fiu'ther back into the 
Country and it is tlie Opinion of all that we are in Dan- 
ger of another visit from the Regulars. I do wish if it 
is agreeable to your Judgment that you would give me 
Orders to Cary your Cattle farther back for I am afraid 
that unless they are Eemov'd you will loose them. I 
delivered two Cows according to your order. I have gott 
some people to go on the Island & how the Corn & pota- 
tose & Garden to the halves & 1 do design, God willing, 
to mow what J can. The Cow that was Sent up last 
Summer to M. Williams is Calved & the Calf is dead the 
Cow being hurt as I suppose, I should be Exceeding 
glad to be directed by you at this diiEoult time that I may 
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luiow liow to proceed for I should be Exceeding Sorry to 
see any furtticr loss to you. 

I am Sir your lnim.''i« Serv.* W.'" Hnrris. 
P. S. I have brought one Cow & Calf iip to M/ Up- 
hams. I have sold one calf to M/ Stowers, also sold 126 
of wool at 8' 3, 

tDIrectcd) To M.'' Oliver Wendell in Kingstown. 

To the Care of M.' Appletoii at Salem. 
(Endorsed) Chelsea 26 June 1775 W.'" Harris Letter. 

The following list Is m the handwriting of Henry Pren- 
tiss : 

Account of tilings at 51. '^ Timothy Uphams™ in Lynn. 

2 Feather Beds & Bolsters & 2 Pillows. 
Nancy's D." 

3 Ruggs & 2 p.'' Elanbetts. 

1 Trunk of Linnen that M.''' Wendell sent to Ishmd. 

Bundle of Plate that M.™ Ayeudell pack.'* up & sent 

to Island. 
1 Trunk with y^ Island Liniicn. 
1 Silver Porringer & Spoone. 

At M.'' Joshua Cheevers, 
Box of Books. 
Bag of Papers in M.-^ Harris Ches[t]. 



Andover June 28."' 1775. 
Dear S.' 

I have wrote you once (I think scverall times) 
since I saw 3'ou hist, but have ree,^ none from you. We 
are settled in a commodious House tlio' 2J miles from the 
meeting house on the Road to Dunstable. We see many 
of our Friends tho' we dout live very nigh any. My 
Father is at your Sister Phillips's. I went down last 
Sabbath in hopes to bring him up to my House but found 

■" Timothy Uphara of Smigii a, weaver, was ft bioti^er of J»bez U[>hniu of Brook- 
fleld, iihyEidan, who was tha grnn.Hlither of the lata ChiUies W. Uphani of Salein 
(see N. E.Hiet. & Gan, Kegielei-, Vol, xxiu, p. S7). 
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iiim so woak Unit ho could not be:ii' removing, wo Icar 
lie will leave lis soon. 1 purpose to go tomorrow to 
Watertown. I haye ree.^ a Letter I'rotQ bro.' Jimmy 
which [I] inclose yon. I believe he will be of gi'eat ser- 
vice to us, I pitty him, hope to reward him. Nieolls 
conducted very oddly. He left tiie key of my House 
with Dove who let in ti woman of the army, who let in 
Men of Warr's men who hiivo broke into my lock'd 
Chamber as you see by J. L.'s Lettei-. Nicolis can't find 
the last Mem." book (not the red one) in which all hitter 
matters are enter." He thought ho brought it away in 
his pocket but can't find it. fie came ont with a young 
woman to whom {as John says) he paj's his addresses; 
to this ace.'' I would charitfi!)!y ascribe his late conduct. 
Ton have never informed me exactly where our Head 
matter is that was carry." to Chelsea. I want to remove. 
Do let me know where your sheep's woo! is, & how much 
you have & what the price. I have some expectations of 
giting you a, market. We are all pritty well, hope you 
& Family are so, but shall be glad to hear it. 

Y."" Friend, N, Appleton. 

(Directed) To M.'' Oliver Wendell to the Care of 

Mess.' Jackson, Ti'ucey & Tracey Merch." 

In New bury poi-t. 

(Endorsed by O. W.) Andover 28.'" June 1775, 

N. Appleton'a Letter. 

(Also endorsed) Monday noon Received & p.'' fh'st 
opp." to be forwarded by your aft'."' J. Jackwon. 

Andover July 13,'' 1775. 

Having a good conveyance I improve it to write you. 
I presume you." be at Concord notwithstanding M.'' 
Al[onz<'] Hill's timidity. I think it will bo a slight 
upon the Congress not to have a considerable attendance, 
besides it will be a good opp," of seeing a number of 
Friends. If you seft out very early Monday Morning 
you can git to my house to an early dinner & then we can 
proceed to Watertown or Concord that aftoruoon. It is 
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said Gon.' Wasliiiigton has laitl some niessascs before our 
Conjfross from Geii." Gage but what I ean't ]eiii-n. It is 
said Cap.» Darby ia arrivetl & that the Pai-liaiuent are 
siimmon.^, to meet immediately, liow true I can't say. 
We are all pretty well, messenger just going, our best 
regards to yourself & good Lady &c. 

T.' Friend & Servant, N. A. 

(Directed) To M.'" Oliver Woudell 

In Kingston. 

(Endorsed) July 1,^."' 1775 N. Appleton. 

Andover Aug.' 16."' 1775. 

Having opp.** to send to Newljury, improve it to let 
you know we are M'eil. I heai-^ from Father yesterday. 
He contiiuies to grow better. Mrs. Phillips family well. 
Do write me where you are & what about for I can't 
learn. Hope you possess.'' yourself of molasses from 
Toppaii &c. Query how stands our contract with Messrs. 
Tmcey, about Rum. We were to take Rum in April. 
Are we beuelited by the rise of it? If not our debt 
ouglit to be on interest. I hear there is a plan at Court 
for redeeming our friends out of Boston. 

Y.* N. Appleton. 

(Endorsed) Aug. 16."' 1775 N. Apple ton's Letter. 



Andover Aug. 28 1775. 

I was at Watertown last Saturday. Mrs. Phillips is 
desirous of seeing you ab.' your Bro.' Hunt who is at her 
House very unwell with his Daughters & Servant. She 
is. at a loss how to accomodate them, wants to consult 
you. I have not heard from you for some time. I Kec.'* 
a Letter last Saturday from Master Lovell who is still 
confined, but in good spirits. He writes me he has sold 
80 boxes & better than two tons Oil, paid Mr. Erving^' 
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£280 & has more to p.iy him. The IVorks have hceii 
broken open once or twice hnt no great damaije as ho Ciiu 
learn. They took old Bils. Tubs, &c. &c. for^'fuel. Tho' 
Voaks also writes me a long Letter. He has the key and 
says he visits the Works every day & promises to take 
the best eare he can, but proposes that we should appoint 
some person to manage our affairs while M.'' Lovell is 
confined. I was in hopes j'ou liad wrote to M.' Brimmer 
. when at Chelsea. I understand he is still in Boston. I 
think he would be a very proper person, it is said that it 
is necessary to give a Power of Attorney to some i)ersoii. 
I shall be glad if you will come down this way that we 
may consult what is proper to be done. Mr. Lovetl inti- 
mates that he expects to be out soon, tryumphant over 
his Enemies & then hopes to serve as more effectual than 
before, not spending hi« time idlely schooling the children 
of a pack of Villiaus as he calls them. Gen.' Kobinson 
has taken Possession of my House but can't learn whether 
he proposes to pay any Rent. Deacon Boynton not yet 
out. It is very sickly in Town, it is said more die weekly 
of the Inhabitants than when all the Inhabitants were 
tliere. M.' SeoUay has lost his eldest son. 

Father was very clever last Saturday P. M. We are 
all pretty well, hope you and family are, hope to see you 
soon. ¥"■ friend. 

N. Applctoii. 

(Directed) To ^l.' Oliver Wendell 

In Kingston 

Newhampaliire. 
to be left at M.'' Jn." Appleton's 

In Haverhill 

{Endorsed) Andover 28"' Aug. 1775 N. A.'s Letter. 



Andover Sept. 28 1775. 

I w!is at Newbury a few days after you & understood 
you did something with my Cocoa, but I conld not learn 
what. I wish you'd write a Inie to Nicolls & direct him 
where it is, & order him to receive the Choeolat & put it 
up into Boxes to wait for my orders. A few days smce 
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ackiiowledfriiig the receipt of our Oil and that they had 
sold it at £38 p.'' ton. They expect to sent! ace' Sales 
next Vessel). They enter a little npon the Times, l)ut 
excuse themselves from enlargiiig on that subject, as they 
expect their Letter will be opened. I have not ree.'* a 
letter from Deacon Boynton since J saw you, but in one 
he writes his wife, he desii'es her to inform me he is busy 
at the Works & will write me soon. There were no 
boats passed all last week & I do not underafcmd that any 
have this week. I don't hear any late news. I was at 
M''atertown last Wed. Thnrs. & fryday, Mrs. Phillips & 
family well. Father continues very comfortable. Write 
me word when you expect to move & where. ^Wo are all 
pretty well. In hast 

Y'' Friend & Servant, N. A. 
P. S. When yon come next, bring your ace' with the 
Conni." 

(Directed) To M.'" Oliver Wendell at Kingston, New 

liampsliire. 
(l{:ndorsed) Andover Sept. 8."' 1775 N. A.'s Lcittcr. 

Audover Nov.' 1=' 1775, 

I Roc.'i son Nat's Letter dictated by yon, & note the 
Contents. I have not yet wrote to the Deacon not know.* 
exactly what to write ; considering the impractability of 
gitmg money out of Boston I approve of what you wrote, 
for it was with that view that I proposed a suspension 
hoping to git some out & afterwards to pay them. My 
two last Letters to Boston with the orders upon several 
pei-eons & all the pai-tieulars I could think of relating to 
the Works still remain at Winisimet ferry, therefore I 
have thought of going down as soon as I can & tak.* up 
those Letters &c., & from them collect such particnlai-s 
as I may think necessary to write. I shall observe your 
caution of secrecy. I should be gfad to know what you 
wrote the Deacon about disiiosing of & distributing our 
Effects. I would have him remove everything from the 
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works as fust as ho manufactures, that we m;iy have as 
little as possible in the works, if he has any money left 
after pay." those Gentl." I would have him keep it in 
Gokl & sell of as fast as possible, especially the Oil. 
Yonr hhtl. of sugar came up fo my House sjife with the 
hhd. of press.^ stnff & the Ton of Oil. I ap|irehencl 
from the late allarras on the sea coast that you will hardly 
move from your old quarters, tho' I think Newbury the 
safest seaport. Mrs. Appleton was, tliro' Divine good- 
ness, safely deliver.^ of a eon last fryday Evening. She 
had a pretty comfortable time & very seasonable assist- 
ance. She has been about as well as usual ever since, 
tho' much troubled with tho headake. The Boy I named, 
last sabath, Georj^e Washington. I have long thought of 
George as a good name to call, & there being none of that 
name in our family is a circumstance I always ehnse, & 
the addition of Washington as a memorial of the times in 
which he was born. Hope to have a line from you soon 
with all the particulars yon think of, relating to our 
affairs in Boston or Elsewhere. I have given yon credit 
for the Bond. With respects to your good Lady & 
Children 

I remain 

Y.' friend & servant. X. A. 

(Directed) To 01i\ei' Wendell K^c^. iit Kiiigstoii. 

(Kiidorscd) Andover Xuv. 1'' 1775 N. A. Letter. 



Aiidover, Dcccmli.'' 6.'" 1775. 
Dear S/ 

It is so long since 1 saw, or hciir^ direct from yon 
that I most forgit you. It is certain I don't know where 
you live, however no news is good ne«s therefore pre- 
sume & hope you are all well. I Kee.* a Letter some 
time ago from Amory & Itogers, offering 1' 6' for our 
Candles, but I had no oppo, to answer 'till last Thursday. 
I wrote into Boston l»y a Flagg, I wrote the Deacon we 
could not by any means accept Messrs, Amory's ofi'er (I 
think it was a veiy mean otl'ei-). Just after 1 had wrote 
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He aclinowiidges tlie receipt of yours, lie writes jis fol- 
lows : "I.im still ill your business endeavoring to do all 
in my power to save your Interest, it is with the utmost 
dificiilty I have paid Cap.' Erving & Mr. T. Boj'lston. I 
must let Messrs. Amory & C." this d.iy have 40 boxes 
Candles to prevent further trouble. I should have by 
this time got through your business, but have been obli-Ted 
to do some business for some other persons, which I have 
not time [to] be partlculiir." He then mentions some of 
his own affairs, <& coucliidea "the times is vastly altered 
& altering, which makes it extremely dificult to do biisi- 
iiess."^ He incloses me a letter from George liayley 
inclosing an ace' sales of oil per Eobsou & ace' Currant. 
He sold the best £35 & ab.' 1^ Tons black at £30, witli 
amazing charges, which reduces our Oil to ab.' £285 old 
p.'' Ton, it was charged £300. Messrs. Dupuis & C." 
rec." their oil 2 month after Hayley [and?] sold it two 
months before him at £38 p.'' Ton. Ho paid the ballance 
to Ju." Amory £86. 7. 6. but he has rec* nothing from 
Bilboa as we order.^ Lynch &, Marony. I give you joy 
at the great Prizes lately taken, let mo hear from you or 
see you soon. 

P. S. What can you understand by the Deacon bein" 
obliged to let Amory have 40 boxes to save trouble. I 
hear Tallow Candles are 18» p.'' lb. - I can't learn how 
ours are sold. 

Do inquire of M.'' Ellis Gray where his brother Edw. 
is that we may apply to him if we incline for his Debt 
ab.' £100 Ster.i^ 

(Directed) To Oliver \YendeIl, Esq. Li Newburvoort 
favor." by M.-- Searl. ^^ ' 

(Endorsed) Andover Dee. 6, 1775 N. Appleton's Letter. 

My worthy Friend 

The Goodness of y'' own ilintl will jire- 
vent you from reaching, by the Power of Imagination, 
the Height of the infamous Conduct which appe'sirs from 
Day to Day in this Town. Bnt, as you may happen to 
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liglit upon some of the Scape Goiits from Point Shirley, 
you m;iy be Invnight nearer to the Miirl; than otherwise 
you cou'd !iiTiv6. 

During all my Confinem,* j^onr Bureau liits been in my 
Mind, and lately, in paitioiilur, has given me great Un- 
easiness ; f(ir Doct.'' M s was ivai'iicd out, thiit the 

House might be made a Barrack. At length, however, 
that is over; and the Owner being of Age, has become 
Boarder to slim Jn." Hunt, who is foi'ced out of Slier- 
burn's and has got into y'' former Tenem.*, by which Stiil- 
tonstall keeps both sides from the Light Horse, having 
also dropped £15 at.*' to the Doct."" who was offered an- 
other House tor Nothing not so handy to his Chaige. 
The Doct.' promises as honorably as at iirst respecting y' 
Furniture, about which I became uneasy ; bcciuise the 
officer who got suddenly into Neighbour Holbrook's, 
(upon a Stormy Day without the Key so as to prevent my 
jjoor worried Poliy from taking away several valuables) 
being since forced to Master Carter's Plouse, to leave the 
other for a Barrack, has taken away every single Article ; 
saying that "the Gen,' knows no such Thing as Houses & 
FiU'uiture left nnder Charge of any Body but himself; 
and had given his Ordera accordingly. 

My Situation is such that the Villians may force mo 
away in some of their Freaks without a Minute's Warn- 
ing. I therefore sent to Doct.' Jcf — s, who has altered 
his intention of going to London, and I desired him to 
take Charge of what is in y"" Bureaux, and what is pack't 
up in my Cellar, and the House Furniture when T).' 

M 8 quits ; But his House will not receive his Fathei-'s 

Goods which he is obliged to move now after having tilled 
himself up with other People's. All I can do is to fadse 
the Papers & every other Article from the Bureaux, and 

box ihem so as to put them under D.' J s Charge; 

and get M.' Saltoustidl & your Eelution to take a full & 
friendly Care of whiit is under the Hoof of their House, 
when the present Tenant of the west Part loaves it, and 
also of what is in my Cellar, more than Polly wiil trans- 
port as her own, if we leave Boston. 

I was pucldng y' Papers from tlie Bvu'eau Draws last 
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bed. Youi' little araitiblo Partner, as well as yourself, 
may be assured that the greatest Delicacy will attend this 
Measure as I have not thought myself entitled to overlook 
those Papers upon the Packages of which eitlier of you 
had made auy note signifying the Contents, except one, 
which I burnt being only a tew Touches wrote in trouble- 
sonie Times. 

Whatever I light of in the Slope or Cane regarding 
Pence or Land, I shall see conveyed to you with what 
Little I have of my own that is worth saving; as you 
may be waiitingthem to look into Titles in the Ooimtiy 
in somo of y'' Kides for Health. Perhaps 3-ou may give 
some small Hints of Directi.ni thro' Deacon Bovuton for 
me by a round about Description; for no Line can get 
to my Hand, or, my Friends never make the Tryal. 

1 grudge not my past Sufferings to that private Friend- 
ship which was the Cause of them. Nay, I glory in 
them ; as my Treatment is a most evident Proof of the 
just Jealousy of the many who fled from Apprehensions 
of a similar Fate. The Wantoimess of the Exertions of 
military Power against me and my most innocent Family 
should excite all who are out of the Reach of it to prefer 
Death rather than to come under it. Tlio Savages of our 
Western Borders are Children of Nalure, nuworthy to 
hold a Candle to these scientific Barbarians from Oxford, 
Cambridge, and the middle Temple, who lead the servile 
Tribes of Sixpenny Murderers. 

{Endorsed by O. W.) Boston Dec. 9, 1775 J. Lovolls 
Letter about my aiFaii's, 

Anduvor Doc. 2j 1775. 
Deaf S.'' 

I Eec.'' a Letter lust Saturday from Deacon Boyn- 
ton dated Dec. 9.'" He does not ackiiowiege the receipt 
of my two last that I sent in by Koxburv lines, the one 
was dated Dec. l."' the other 13.'" He wVote me I learn 
by a woman who fearing she should be searched distroyed 
the Letter ; in this last he incloses an order on Cap.' Geo. 
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possible. He also incloses M/ Jn." Gray's ace' with you 
& desires orders to pay it. I inclose it to yoii for your 
examination and orders upon it. The Deacon writes no 
particulars except that he is at the works. I liec.'* a 
Letter from M.' Hodgdon the Taylor dated latter end 
Sept.' : he says he has been at our Works & they go on 
swimingly under the care of the good Deacon. Cap.' 
Procter tells me he hear.'' sperm Candles were 3' L. M." 
Tallow 2^ 8. I wonder the former dou"t have a higher 
price. The Deacon does not say anything ab.' Amory." 
I have wrote him to day to go by Cap.' Pi'octer who goes 
to Point Shirley tomorrow. Another cargo of Inhabi- 
tants is expected soon. I hear nothing new since the 
paper, except that two vessels are arrived at Casco bay 
from West Indies with molasses & Cotton &c., hope its 
true. We are all in good health. With compliments to 
Mrs. Wendell & family I conclude at present Y.' Friend 
& Servant 

N. A. 

P. S. Coll." Abbot, brother to Sam.' died last fryday 
uight. 

(Directed) To Oliver A\''endeli Esq. at Newburyport. 

(Endorsed) Aiidover Dec. 23, 1775. N. Appleton's 
Letter, p/ [S.] Dashwood. 



Andover FebJ 24."' 1776. 
M.'- Wendell, 

S.''; M.'' John Van Emburgh, a gentleman 
from New Jerseys with whom I had some acquaintance 
ab.' four years ago, is now with us. He with some others 
had a vessel, taken by the enemy, bound from Lisbon to 
the Jereeys & afterward retaken by one of our Privateers. 
He came to claim his Interest, & has asked my advice 
what attoniey to apply to in case of need. I have recom- 
mended M/ Lowell of Newburyport. This is to ask the 
favour of you to introduce him to that Gentleman ; this 
may perhaps be a perticular favour to a stranger, & a well 
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wisher to our Ciiuso, wliicli are circumstances I laiow tlmt 
always recommend to your notice. Witli esteem I am S.' 
Y.'' iMond & Servant 

Nath.' Aijpletoii. 
(Directed) To OliTer Wendell Esq. In Newburyport. 
(Endorsed) Feb.'' 24."' 1776. Natli.' Appleton. 

Audover 26."' Feb/ 177(5. 

I Eec." yours from Watertown, note the contents, & 
your caution, but why you should attribute How= treat- 
ment of the Deacon to poor little Geo. I can't conceive, 
as we are all Eebels in their construction, & I can't im- 
agine that (me is worse than another, especialy of two 
Congressiom, neither in arms ; you say they hate me 
Who? Surely amidst the 10,000 of Ismel, little N. A. 
in Andover wor>ds can't be of importance enou</h to be 
enquired after; can you conceive that Grig, Will." or 
Dan (for I know of nobody else) could inform the Gen.' 
that I was one peg higher than you, tlierefore for my 
sake no more work shall be can'ied on. No Sir! we are 
both, nay all out of Boston, are Rebels, that hare not 
by some means, conveyed a difiereut sentiment. How- 
ever I am no way displeased at your caution, aiiythino- 
consistent with truth and the public good, so that we can 
^ but git our Interest. I have received a letter from Lynch, 
KiUikelly & Moroay of Bilboa with an ace.' Sales of our 
Candles & having remitted the Net proceeds to Mes.* 
Hayley & Hopkins agreeable to order. I dou't under- 
stand the Spanish currancy therefore can't tell the price 
they sold for, nor the whole amount, but I imagine it to 
be £51. 16. 11.1 sterl.K, if so it will save the first cost. 
I suppose M.' Amory will of course take up this money 
also, upon the strength of the bill we gave him. If I 
have a safe conveyance shall send their letter to you tor 
explanation. Last Saturday one M.-- Van Emburgh of 
New Jei-sey." with whom I had some acquaintance ab.' 4 
years ago, came to see me. He is this way to claim a 
Vessell that was taken by a man of war & aftern " 
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retaken by a Privateer out of Beverley. He asked my 
advice what attorney to apply to in case of need. I rec- 
ommended M.' Lowell & have wrote a line to yon to be 
so kind as to introduce biui, it is uncertain wlien he will 
present it. We are all well, hope your Family are, want 
to know how yon sneceeded with M.'* Fry ; hope you 
will be able to remove nearer to us. I shall depend upon 
a hhd. Rum & Molasses. Please to write tirst opp." 
y.' friend & Servant 

N. A. 
Pray dini't forgit to purchase from the Prize, 

r^ Bll. Beef 
1 lirkin Butter 
a few tongnes 
a cheese 
(Directed) To Oliver Wendell Esq. 

In Newburyport. 
To the Care of Mr, Jon." Jackson. 
(Endorsed) Andover, Feb.^' 26.'" 1776. 

N. Appleton's Letter. 



All of Mr. Appleton's letters written at that lime and 
now in the possession of the writer have been given above 
in full. There are three other letters written a few years 
aftei-wards which are interesting as showing the changed 
condition of business. He was still connected with Mr. 
Wendell, but, instead of commercial transactions, agri- 
culture now claimed their attention. 

April 19, 1779. 

We have a p.' of Diaper at M."^ Sam Phillips's [in] 
Andover, which we want to have brought down, if you 
can bring it shall be glad. I propose you should carry 
some ehestniitts to plant at Reading in a good spot in the 
Grarden. You may carry some to M.'' Phillips & French 
&c. I am for tiying some Eye, flax, Oats, & Barley to 
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see which suits our place best. Do see how the youuf' 
Apple trees iire & have the old ones trimed. Perhaps 
you'll think it best not fully to determine with Nuttin" 
about the wall til] I seo you again, after knowing hil 
whole proposals. Ecmonilier that we have potatoes 
enongh sowed. Wish you a pleasant journey & am 
Y.^ friend &c. 

,^, N. Appleton. 

(Directed) O. Wendell Esq. 

(Endorsed) N. A. Letter IT' April 1779. 



S.' 



Boston, Sept. 26, 1780. 

M.'- Parker has been with me, and it now becomes 
necessary that we determine what to do with the Cyder 
on the Farm. I suppose we shall have 10 Bll.« at least 
therefore if you will contrive to git 5 Bli.' up, I will oit 
5 & have them brought down together either to the feny 
orround by Eoxbury. Parker is to send word how cheap 
he can git a Teem for either case. 

Let me hear from you soon. 
Y." 
O. Wendell, Esq. N Appleton. 

(Endorsed) N. A. about Cycler at Rending 1780. 

"M.' Burnham has been with me about buying the 
blioemakors Shop on reading Farm. He says you are 
willing to sell, so am I provided we can git a proper 
price, but it seems as if Parker ought to have some 
notice, or Brown who works in it, least they should say 
thijy would have given as much as we sold for or more 
either for the building itself or for a Rent. I am of 
opinion it will be as well to be out of the way. Burn- 
ham says it cost 40 Doll.' when built, at 75 is 3000 Doll ■ 
but as everything is so much higher I should think it 

"Ko dale but probably about 17aO. 
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worth 5000 Doll.' If the above dificiilties are removed 
in your mind I shnll be willing to sell at that price, & 
shall leave it with you. 

Y.'=N. A. 
^Directed) Oliver Wendell Esq. 

Present. 
(Endorsed) N. Appleton's Letter ab.* celling Shop. 

The family letters of Dr. Edward A. Holyoke, whose 
practice in Salem covered a period of neiU'ly eighty 
yeai's, contain interesting allusions to the events of the 
Hevolution. Dr. Holyoke was born Aug. 1, 1728, old 
style, at Marblehead. He commenced the practice of 
medicine at Salem in June, 1749, and died here March 
31, 1829. An excellent memoir of this eminent physi- 
cian, written by Dr. Peirson, was pnblished by the Essex 
South Medical Society in 1829. Another memoir by 
Rev. John Brazer, accompanying an "Ethical Essay" 
written by Dr. Holyoke, was published in the following 
year. 

Dr. Holyoke was residing in Salem, in 1775, in the 
house now the furniture warehouse of Mr. Israel Fellows, 
No. 205 Essex street. He sent his wife and family to 
Nantucket, whither many other Salem people repaired for 
security and refuge. It was thought that that island 
would be treated as a sort of neutral groimd. Mrs. Hol- 
yoke went to Nantucket April 27, 1775, and returned to 
Salem July 22d. A number of letters passed between 
them meanwhile, and these have been preserved by the 
family, who have kindly allowed me the use of extracts 
from them. 

Mrs. Holyoke writes from Nantucket, April 29."', that 
"there is no provision to be bought here, neither salt nor 
fresh. There is not a tree upon the whole island, except 
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two or three roiincl s(ime of the doors. The town looks 
much like Miu-blehead, and the same kind of stairs with 
bannisters to get into the houses." "The peoiale are very 
kind, particularly the Friends." 

May 2d. "Friend Hussey of Lynn & his wife have 
been here to see me. She is one of the prettiest faces I 
have seen. I live with their nephew" 

May 20th. "I accidentally met with Peter Glover of 
Salem this afternoon in a shop ; we were very glad to see 
each other. He kindly offered to carry a letter for me. 
The brig has not yet arrived bnt is daily expected." 

May 22d. "A Brig from Salem aiTived last night. I 
was much disappointed at not having a letter, but was 
glad to hear by Mr. Pyncbon's letter that things were no 
worse at Salem." "Friend Hussey and his wife of Lynn 
have called upon me several times and the women who 
have been at my father's^ and grandfather's^ at Boston. 
I live now with a nephew of theii-s and am going to live 
with a daughter of one of them. The house I am goino- 
, to is the only one on the Island tliat has Electrical 
Points." 

June 1st, 1775. "We were alarmed last week with the 
arrival of a Company of Provincials, as they didn't let 
their business be known at first, but it soou appeared they 
came for flour & whale boats, of which they carried off a 
large number & 750 Barrels of flour, some arms, &c." 
"I hear Salem is quite alive. I wish we were all there 
- in peace & safety." "I shouldn't ehuse to be in Boston 
now, as it is supposed the whale boats are designed for 
that place. "VVe hear 10,000 troops are at Boston, a new 
governor & three new Genenils ; but we have sometimes 
such surprising news, that now we hardly believe any- 
thmg we do hear. I went yesterday with 2 Mrs. Folgers 
&c. in a Calash alias Horse Cart (which sort of ridin<r is 
in taste here)," ° 

June 2d. "I have heard this afternoon that Mr. Whet- 
more goes tomorrow or next day." "Drank tea yesterday 
at old Fi-iend Husseys with Friend Vassal." "VTe hear 
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there Ims been aiiolhcr skirmish. T tliiiii; our people 
succeed in all their uiidei-takingd, if our accounts arc 
true; it grievea me to hear of so much bloodshed." "The 
people I live with are exceeding kind ; we live very well. 
They have a handsome clock, points to the house, a fiue 
walk on the top which commands the prospect of the 
whole Island." 

June 3rd. "Received a line by Capt. Folger this morn- 
ing, but as it was of the 15th of last month it afforded 
nothing new. We were all terribly disappointed, as we 
depended on this vessel for supplies." "Dr. Guilson has 
the chief practice and is iii high esteem. I hope to 
return soon, or I dou't know but we shall starve or beg. 
This world is chequered, & I believe we are now in one 
of the black checks, & if tlie game is as long as chess, 
we may never get into a white one." "Mrs. Fitch has 
just called to tell me her husband will sail this afternoon 
for Salem." 

June 5th. She writes that she dined with Mrs. Fitch 
in company with Capt. Folger, Mr. Brattle, Capt. Calef, 
lady & two daughters. "Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Orne, & 
Mrs. Goodale were so rejf>iced at seeing their husbands, 
that Mra. Pynehou & Sally talk of coming to live with 
me, as we can sympathize with each (ither." 

"As to the place it is hilly & sandy, no rocks no more 
than there is in Carolina, nor trees except a few in gar- 
dens. As to the number of inhabitants I can't learn ex- 
actly, some guess 8000, some not so many. The houses ■ 
are almost as compiict as in Salem, they are all wood, 
shingled instead of Clapboard, the foundations brick in- 
stead of stone. I believe the chief produce of the Island 
is corn ; there is one cornfield of six miles long." "Great 
meeting will be here this month, & Sheep shearing, high 
Frolicks, both, but I believe not this scasou." "Mr, 
Nutting wonders we came away, says we should have 
been safe at home, I told him we were more afraid of a 
man of war, than any thing else & were subject to con- 
stant alarms." 

June 14th. "The Governor's Proclamation hiis just 
arrived hero, they say, offering pardon to all, but Mr. 
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Hancock & Adams, on their laying down tlicir arms. I 
hear yon were niider anus at the time of the alarm." 

June 21st. "We hear there has been a terrible battle 
& that Charleatowii is destroyed, how my heart a«hes for 
the poor sufferers. I pray Salem may be spared, as well 
as every other place." "We have jnst had an account 
that Mr. Porter the lawyer was shot going to Qnebeek 
with a letter. 

Jnne 26th. "I went last Thui-sday in a Calash to a part 
of the Island called Shimmer wbei'e a number of Indians 
live. We carried our provision with us. They treated 
us with roasted Paqwnws (a sort of clam). It is as 
pleasant there as at our fort — there is oiie wigwam left, 
which was a great curiosity to me." "Mrs. Caty Pyn- 
chon has received a letter from Mr. Whetmore at Cam- 
bridge; he says the Country is in dreadful confusion, & 
he thinks the Sea Ports stand a bad chance." 

July 10th. "I spent this afternoon at Mr. Jn." Coffins 
with Mr. Vassal's family & Mr. James Bowdin & Lady, 
who are here upon a visit from Middlebo rough. He 
speaks so much like onr old friend Judge Ropes that I 
hadn't him out of my mind this afternoon." 

Dr. Ildlyoke writes to his wife from Salem : — 
May 1st, 1775. "There is no news of any cooseiiuciice 
saving that the people are coming out of Boston. I hear, 
Mr. Wm. Davis and family are bound to Halifax, where 
your Uncle Simpson's family ia already. Dr. Prince 
sailed for the same place yesterday noon." "A vessel 
from Boston, last- evening, brought about sixty of the 
inhabitants into our harbour, some of whom are bound to 
Connecticut and Halifax, and I believe some will tarry 
here." "We hear to-day that the General has again put 
a stop to inhabitants going out, on account, as is sup- 
posed, of the New York news." 

May 7. "Mrs. Higginsoii sailed yesterday for Halifax, 
with her brother, Mr. Eobie." "Miss Polly Glover re- 
ceived a line to desire her to return to Bost<)u as soon as 
she could. She will go up to-morrow with Billy Davis, 
in a sloop of his father's, which sails to-morrow from 
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Marbiehead." "We remain as quiet at Siilem as ever; 
the iippearance of business in the streets but very little. 
Just now indeed a number of families coming in from 
Boston occasions a little bustle," 

May 19. "A terrible fire broke out in Boston the night 
before last {we saw y« light very plainly at Salem), which 
destroyed a great number of warehouses, 1100 barrels of 
flour, and a large quantity of English goods. It seems 
as if that poor town was devoted to destruction," 

June 3d. "Mr. Davis and his wife and family, and one 
negi'o boy (for his other four negi-oes ran away), came 
and dined with us and have put up here for the present ; 
but he gives one piece of intelligence which makes me 
anxious about you, which is that a Capt. Eichard Coffin, 
of Nantucket, whom he saw at Boston just before he ieit 
it, told him there were three hundred men of our provin- 
cial soldiers, under ye command of one Capt. Davis, 
were gone to Nantucket to prevent the King's troops or 
ships from getting any supplies from that island," Bos- 
ton "is in a most deplorable distressed situation, they are 
continually alarmed & I fancy soon expect an attack & 
'tis said here to-day that the Gov. will not let any more 
persons come out of the town," 

June 6th, "Mrs. Hitty Higginson is arrived safe at 
Halifax." 

June 7th. "Mr. Davis & Billy are gone to Mi-s. Gibbs's 
at Newton upon a visit & to see the camp at headquarters 
(as ye fashionable phmse is) at Cambridge." "The town 
watch and the military watch, which is kept every night 
at the fort, &c., make us more than commonly still." 

June 10th. "You desire to know how your friends are 
disposed of. Mr. Mascarene and family remain as they 
were, as also Mrs. Sargent. Mrs. Crowninshietd, who 
went down eastward, is returned home again. Mi-s. 
Johnston is here yet, but talks of going to Kowlcy. Mr. 
Cabot and Family still abide here, as does also Mrs. 
Lowell. Mr. Jno. Appletoii's family are at Haverhill, 
Mr. N. Appleton's are here yet, but going, I believe, to 
Andover." "The PJnglish goods begin to fail here .al- 
ready. Onr men are listing very fast here, between three 
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or four hundred are gone from this town : the sailors and 
fishermen, as they have uo other employment or support, 
go to ye army, and we are told there is a whole regiment 
of fishermen gone fi'om Marblehead — good riddauoe 1" 

June 12th. "You enquire about the alarm; it was 
nothing that need have ten-ified anybody, but our people 
seem determined to be afraid of everything ; it was all 
over in an hour." "Peggy writes for paper, but it is not 
in my power to sead any, as I have none by me, not a 
sheet, and there is not a single quire to be bought in the 
town of Salem, though Williams expects some soon from 
Milton, which, such as it is, must answer." 

"Salem, Friday afternoon, June 16, 1775. 

As to the Military Operations here, I am not iij the 
secret, so can give you no news of that sort, tho' the gen- 
era! voice is that there will soon be an Engagement, and 
perhaps it may happen before this reaches you. It is said 
our People intend to take possession of Dorchester Hiil, 
tonight, and whenever they do, it is also said they will be 
attacked by the Kegulai-s. I pray God to prevent blood- 
shed, but I fear there will be a good deal. • * * I have 
some thoughts of sending off to Boxford a load of neces- 
sary furniture proper for housekeeping, but am a little at 
a loss about it. M.' Davis has engaged M.'' Hooper's 
house in Danvers ; which he thinks far enough out of ye 
■way and I don't know but he is right enough, but it is a 
situation I should not admire upon several accounts. 

Saturday, P. M. I have just reC* a letter from your 
uncle at Hallifax ; he tells me his situation is very disa- 
greeable and that he shall not continue long where he is, 
if he can get away, which there is very little prospect of 
as there are no vessels there but from Salem & Marble- 
head. Provisions veiy scarce & dear, no mutton, beef at 
half Pisterene per pound. Pork & Veal at 6= 8 O. Ten.*" 
Butter 10.' He was very much surprised to think you 
were gone to Nantucket, or anywhere from Salem ; but if 
you were obliged to remove he thinks Nantucket the best 
place you could go to; and he heartily wishes he was 
there &c. * « * X suppose before you receive this you 
■will have heard of the resolves of the two Congresses 



lyClOOglC 



about supplying Niintiioket & we must get leave of the 
Committee of Safety at Cambvitlge for every ai-ticle we 
intend to put on board for you — this will render the dif- 
ficulty of supplying you much greater than it has been — 
however I should h(»pe that you will not be obliged to 
tarry longer than August; and if necessity obliges yoti 
to decamp sooner you can at anytime leave the Island 
without any difficulty. 

Sunday, P. M. Well, my dear, I am heartily glad you 
are not here just at this time ; you would, I know, bo 
most terribly alarmed. We had an appearance yesterday 
of a most prodigious smoke, which I found was exactly 
in the direction of Charlestown and as we knew our men 
were entrenching on Bunker Hill there, we supposed the 
Town was on fire, and so in fact it proved, for iu the 
evening (that is last evening) we were told the Regulars 
had landed at Charlestown under cover of the smoke 
from ye buildings they had set fire to, and forced the 
Entrenchments on the Hill and had beat onr men off with 
loss, & this morning our intelligence was that 400 of our 
men were killed & the Kegulars had pursued our men as 
far as Winter Hill ; (tho' we just now learn that the Reg- 
ulars still keep possession of Bunkers Hill, & that our 
men are entrenched upon Winter Hill) & that there is 
a probability of further actioii soon, and that our loss 
amounts only to about 150 billed. Among the missing 
is Dr. Warren who it is said commanded a Regiment; 
Col." Bridge of Billerica is said to be among ye slain, and 
Col. G|^ardne]r of Cambridge had one of his thighs shot 
off. Ihe commotion here was so considerable, though 
none of our men ivent to ye Battle (as the northwest part 
of the Province and not the sea coast were called upon 
the occasion) that we had but one meeting house open in 
ye morniug, — and this afternoon while some were at 
meeting and others talking over ye action of yesterday, 
we were alarmed with an appearance of smoke ut Marble- 
head, which broke up ye meeting, & the people with their 
engines & buckets went over to extinguish the fire, and I 
among the rest, tho' I should have been glad to have been 
excused on account of the prodigious heat of the weather, 
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but ii9 I (hoiight tlint under Provitlcuce I owetl the pres- 
ervation of D13' House to the assistance from Miirbleheiid, 
when we wore in the ittniost hazzard, I could not dispense 
with going; but we were stopped when about half way 
there, with an account that ye smoke arose from a field 
of grass on fire, and that no building was hurt, so I re- 
turned home, and am now set down to rest and cool 
nij-self, and to give you this account. • « * Tuesday 
Hoon, June 20, 1775. The destruction of Cbarlestown 
by fii-e (for it is all burnt down) has sti-uck onr People 
at Salem with such a panic, that those who before thought 
our Town perfectly safe, now are all for removing off; — 
but I cannot be apprehensive of any danger we are pecu- 
liarly in. * * * As almost every one is moving away, 
particularly Cap.' Williams, Derby, Gardner, Ashton, 
our neighbour Grai'duer & Dodge, die., &c., I have it in 
contemplation to send off some necessaries for house 
keeping, if we should be driven away, but as to expen- 
sive furniture, such as looking glasses, chests of drawers, 
&e., the risk is so great in removing them that I tbink 
unless we are in greater jeopardy than I think we are vet, 
I shall let them abide. 

Wednes.*" Morn.B Dr. Warren is since known to be 
killed. Col. Bridge escaped witli the skin of his teeth, 
& Muj/ M'^CIarra is killed in ye action." 

July 4th. "Our last accounts from Boston of the loss 
sust;iined by the Regulars, is much larger than at first 
apprehended. It is now said to stand thus : 700 private 
■ men killed or died of their wounds, 62 OiBcers, 3 if not 
5 were field Officers, Col. Abercronibie, Col. Williams & 
Maj. Pitcairn and some say ilaj. Duncan, & 104 Sar- 
geiits & 90 Corporals; a most terrible destruction for an 
action said to have continued Init forty minutes." 

July eth. "I wrote you very largely by Cap.' Benj. 
Johnson of Lynn, who is for Nantucket by land. M."" 
Whetmore tells me Le believes cither Miss Catey or Misa 
Sally Pyncheou will come home soon, they would be good 
company for you on the passage. You en<]uirc about the 
Pickman family, they are all here & well, but the town is 
very empty." 
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July 17th. "Mrs. Ciirwen, who went to Dimstiible for 
an asylutii, could not stand it but about 10 days or a 
fortnight & was as glad when she got home as a Galley 
Slave when released from his chains, & she \a determined 
nothing shall start her again till she hears oac Gun, ut 
least, fired against the Town." 



APPEXDIX. 

.The following letters written by James LoveJI, while 
he- was a member of the Continental Congress, to Samuel 
Holten, also a member of the same Congress, are ap- 
pended here as having a special interest in connection 
with Lovell'a letters printed in the foregoing article. 
They exhibit the same vivacity of style and fervent patri- 
otism so conspicuous in the earlier letters, and also pre- 
sent us with a graphic description of some of the most 
serious and perplexing questions and difficulties of that 
anxious period of the Revolution. Samuel flolten, though 
by profession a physician, was always in public lite. He 
was for many years Judge of Probate for the county of 
Essex, and for thirty years a Judge of the Court of Com- 
iHon Pleas. The lettei-s are in the possession of Mrs. 
Mary C. Putnam, widow of the late Philemon Putnam of 
Danvers, who was a grandson of Judge Holteu, 

Sep.' 5."' 1780. 
Dear Sir 

I was yesterday much obliged by your favor of 
Aug. 21.*' which relieved me from a great deal of anxiety 
that I had been thrown into by my children nnder date 
of the 17.*" Mrs. Lovell has indeed been verj- ill; per- 
haps she will not again be able to go thro' with the Care 
of so large a Family without me. My children catch at 
the Hope that you will contrive to get me Homo. I wish 
for such a thing much, unless you can give me such 
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Groiiiuls from the Settlement of your aecmmt as to lead 
me to concliKle tliiit I am not ruining mj-self piist Remedy 
by staying here. I am willing to involve myself as far 
as my Qnota. 

We have recalled the Com.*'* from Camp, have aimed 
to do Jnstice to the officers without giving in to Whims. 
Their Widows and Children are to have the 7 years half 
p^ ! and the Clause which stopped the Pension upon an 
officer being elected to a civil office is repealed. 

3 millions Tax against the last of Dec.'' is called for 
and Justice is to be done to all who have supniied the 
public. 

We must have money at all adventures. Nothing Else 
la wanting to raise us again into Repntation, and prevent 
stupid plans of creating absolute Dictators to get suijplies 
without paying for them. 

I write at the Post office having been forced to borrow 
a sheet of Paper from a Stranger in the neighborhood of 
it, such IS its poverty. 

Your obliged and affectionate humble Servant, 

TT h, ,,. „ , James Lovell. 

Hon.*"^ Mr. Holten. 

(Endorsed) A letter from Mr. Lovoll Sep.'' 5."' 1780. 
N. li. rec.'' Sept.-- 21." ans." 28. ^i' 

„ „. Sop.'- 10."' 1780. 

Dear Su- 

I send you by Cap.' Barry an Index to the Jour- 
nals of 1778. We have not yet the particulars of the 
Defeat of our army from Gen.' Gates but we have an 
account from Gen.' Nash to the Delegates of North Caro- 
lina much more favorable than we had reason to look for 
after the first Letter on the Subject. Mankind are so 
much governed in Judgment by Events that I fear Gen ' 
Gates will lose much Reputation. He thought he should 
have as much Influence with the militia in that Quarter 
as in another and therefore made several attempts fto 
rally] there till he was drawn far from the Spot where 
the action began ; and had a right to conclude on the 
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ceasing of tlie fire th.it the siiiiill llemaiiis of his army- 
was cut iutirely off or dissi[)iited. Being .ilso among very 
disaffected people he would have been momently exposed 
to be betrayed aa he was without even a guard of Horse. 
He thought it his Business to endeavor to get from the 
genera! assembly at Hillsborough Something of a new 
Army. 

Hiid he stayed luckily with the small Body of Conti- 
iieiitiils he would <mly have been blamed for not exerting 
himself to rally the militia, a trifliug Shir to what he now 
meets with. 

I ara persuaded there is a good Body of Men together 
by this time. I only fear about magazines & arms. We 
have recommended Provision to be made there for 15,000 
as it is to bo hoped that something may be done at the 
southward if nothing should be done in tliis Quarter. 

Indeed, my dear Sir, with a View of public afFaira and 
my own domestic, just at this period, I cannot cordially 
pronounce "all for the best" tho' I have had Experience 
enough to be far from Desjiondency. It was very un- 
lucky that the money of our State should be seen in 
Sodom till the Quota of Pennsylvania had been offered 
to the people of that execrable City. 

And now, to our Family JMalters. Mr. Pickering's 
Employment destroys our plan of being with his wife. 
He hatl made some purchases for ns, but wc have so little 
prospect of finding a place in which to use the Furniture 
that I think wo must dispose of it. It is small in Quan- 
tity and will eveji make a profit. He expected to be able 
to furnish us with money but is disappointed, aiid I ara 
beat out from dniwiug ou the State to the amount of 
my Wants by only a Sight of the nominal Sum. I have 
succeeded to Jerry Sheldon but I charge nobody with 
Quotas. Exchange is here 73 & 75, surely you are more 
reformed at Danvers and Boston. 

Affectionately y.'' humble Serv.' 

J. L. 

(Endorsed) Letter from Mr. Lovell Sep.^' 10.'" 1780. 
Ana.'^ Sep.'' 21,*' 
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Sep.' 12."' 17S0. 



Wo have been obliged to draiv on the Treasurer 

79,296 oil dollars 16,935 of ,v.» are to pay him fo? 
tliose mt.cles of Bedding which he procured tov us when 
we hadapknfor living dccentlywith him instead of most 
disrepulahly where wo are. The Bill ouglit to be paid in 
the old Emissions if your new is, as it ought to be, as 
good as silTcr. Because we have only rec.«, at 72 for 1 
Ji"Jf ''°!'™- ■?,"'. "^ Treasurer will pay, at 40 for 1 
1982J which w,l give a profit 881J, Col. P took all the 
• articles to himself except the 3 Beds & Bedding which I 
hope will sell to profit or at least not to a loss. 

I think you told me yon paid 400 Board from the 12 «• 
f. ,""; I ™ ?'""■«"■' <■"'"■ May 15." 400-from the 
i. of April to that time only 320. In addition to the 
news Pijiier you will find a Paper tucked into the Letter 
lorM. Gerry that contains favorable Intelligence. Sumv- 
ter has had two good Strokes upon Parties of the enemy 
since his Surprise. I will really, my dear Sir, write to 
S°"li «1><'™ <'>'3'S "bieh are to make up the year 
1780, with a good Pen nnrauddy Ink and not ill a Hurry 
lour Friend and most humb. Serv.» 

TT bie n . TT , -lames Lovell. 

Hon.^'" Doctor Holteu. 

Hazard tells me of the Buckles. 

(Endorsed) A letter from M.' Lovell Sep.' 12."' 1780. 

p. „. Oct. 3.« 1780. 

Dear Sir 

I thank you for your liemembrance of Sep ' 21 " 
I liope your al.sence of four weeks was for the purpose of 
enjoyiny Health, not to ,!eei it. .Oh Doctor, 1 lijel at this 
moment Let Ine say it without wilful otfenco to any Class 

Batehelor. Tartar Emetic warmed me a little but Sal 
«e»ii<!( has made me blue to the Fingers Ends. A pretty 
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F("-in-e of a Geotlemsiii I iim iiidcetl to go to Congress in 
raw northeast drizly weather to contrive how to rsiiso feed 
cloath & pay an Army without one dollar in the Treasury I 
Very genial Employment to be sure it will he to listen to 
■ all the minnte Detail of the Circnmstancea of a black- 
died treason ! By the Bye Doctor, yon are so good a 
Soul that "Altho' yon have been a Utile perplexed about 
his accounts, you could not have thought that the honor- 
able Gentleman would have done just so as be has done." 

Yon see I am not too sick to divert myself by taking 
you oif in your own Style: for I am sure yon have not 
been brought to say any Thing more jmcomplimeutary of 
Major General Benedict Arnold. Oh, dear Doctor, this 
Lau^h of mine has its attendant Sigh. To what alas I 
are we exposed in this best of earthly Struggles 1 When 
will our Country be at Best & her Liberty secured ? 1 1 ! 

I have I think already done myself the pleasure of 
sending you the Journals you mention. I renew the 
numbers which you may give into the Secretary's ofBce 
for common Use if you find your own eompleated since 
your Date of Eequest. 

Your Friend &h. Scrv.' 

James Lovell. 

Compliments to Mr. Avery. I thank him for returning 
the Index. 1 will not omit water Carriage for the Jour- 
nals of 1778 for him tho' he has not yet acknowledged 
those sent by Cap.* Burke for 1777. He told me once he 
had not got them but I suppose he afterwards had them. 
Burke went in a little Boat to Providence Kh. Island. 
(Endorsed) A letter from M.' Lovell 1780. 

Phil:id.^Oct.' 17, 1780. 
Dear Sir 

Yesterday I had, the Pleasure of receiving your 
kind Letter of Sep. 23.'* I wish indeed that I could give 
an account from this or other Potent States as favorable 
as what you tell of M.' Appleton. I cannot come near 
it. I am sorry that Sheldun has been so unfortunate in 
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his Ilrallli ivhon he hiis mailo so good a Chim»o of Cli- 
T!°' J^° V'x"-Jol\,m must bo quite off tho" Exorcise 
ot his Talent for Commerce. I cxpoctecl he would have 
sinned in the tradiug Line. 

M.' Partridge was so liind as to send me a scale of 
Depreciation. I imagine it will not be so acceptable as 
our continental one, but 1 leave that Subject to another 
who is more touched with it than I. 

I expcct^ in a short Time to see a printed account of 

your illeclions on the new Constitution. There is one 

degree above "high Spirits;" wlien a "gouty" man can 

show such, It may be expected that upon laying aside hi. 

• riannc he will be in a "tip top" Flow. UudSr a ween- 

'"^1 Yi .■ "' "l?"' "'"' "isu'-i'ig you of my Esteem 
and AHection as a Friend at your Service. 

James Lovell. 
Gen. I Ward delivered me the inclosed & not beiuo able 
to write particularly to you presents his Regards. ° 
(Directed) Hon.^'" Doct.^ Holten. 
(Endorsed) A letter from the Hon.- M.' Lovell 

Oct. 1780. 

„ „. Oct.' 30."' 1780. 

Dear bir 

Yom- Favor of the 19 i, a pleasing Testimony 
before my Eyes that yon were tlien well. And I thauk 
you for the tmd memorandum in regard to the Health of 
Mrs. Lovell. 

If I at any time send you a surplus Journal you can 
deliver it to M.' Avery. I now forward July & Sep ' I 
suspect you will find oi.o of the former in the Secretary's 
oihce with your name. It Is not however a matter of 
Imporliince equal to the Search. Gen." Green & Barou 
btouboii are going to tire Southward. The Enemy have 
knded in Virgmia and I presume mean to take Post at 
Portsmouth according to what was long ago mentioned in 
Lampbels Letter whioli has been printed, but the Keit- 
lucks mad lollis have not been alarmed by that notihca- 
tion. hov.' Jefierson writes with a proijcr Spirit and 
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Nelson acts with the same. But the latter is not able to 
prevent the invaders from securing snch Passes as snit 
their Views. I fear we call for too many men to have a 
proper Army. I think myself Soldier enough to do the 
Business of this Continent with 25,000 well armed well 
oloathed and well fed Effectives, much better than with 
doable the numtber deficient in those three points. I hope 
Mass. will rival all the other States in Vigor for the next 
Campaign. I am persuaded you do not comprehend how 
much depends upon her. You did not carry home con- 
temptible Ideas enough of the negro States or of this 
great Braggadocio, 

My Eyes are better than when I last wrote but alas I 
have lost my Spectacles and have had 3 laborious writing 
Days without them to which were added Evenings and 
Nights therefore now to Bed. 

Affectionately yours 

James Lovell. 

(Endorsed) A letter fmm :\Ir. Liivell Oct. 1780. 



Dec.^ 5 1780. 
Dear Sir 

Your favor of Nov. 16.*'' with a Gazette reached 
me yesterday. You sufl'ered so much in your miud & 
Body when here that I will not send you any of the ill 
pictures which with various Signatures eome daily on to 
our Table. I hope you will ^nd much Satisfaction in the 
short Letter from Gen.' Gates. Wemyss was a very val- 
uable officer to the Enemy. 

You may amuse youreelf also as one- of the medical 
Class by reading the Epistle of Rush to Shippen in which 
you will find the Writer has relieved himself a little upon 
me. Shenstone's Benevolence made him wis7i that he 
could afford to have his Pockets picked frequently. I feel 
a portion of his Spirit operating upon me at this Time; 
When I see poor Ktish swelled near unto Bursting, I 
cannot doubt but that he finds some Relief by throwing 
about his Slaver and Froth, therefore wlien it falls upon 
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my Cloaths I slight the Injiiiy because he finds so much 
tase ill his terrible Case. 

I have said to some of you my Friends last Week tliat 
Mr. Adams had in a musterly & Independent stiie de- 
fended the Resolves of March IS against the opinions of 
Count de Vergennes. 

He showed that the true value of our P^per was its 
currant Sale, That the public Faith wliieh is said to be 
broken is a mutual Contract between the public and the 
Individuals who compose it, that either may break it, the 
Public by not paying the pi-omisory Note when it has had 
an equivalent or the Individual by not giving that Equiv- 
alent when he takes the Note. That Government will 
wrong the Public by paying off Notes, current at 40 for 
1, by 40 hard for 40 paper as much as if they paid 40 
hard for 1 paper when the Emission was current at par. 
He says no Distinction can be made between French- 
men & other Foreigners or between any Foreigner and 
native Citizens. That all Foreigners become temporary 
Citizens. _ That they made such Profits as to be al)Ie to 
lose 3 Ships in 5, and this he proves by the prices of pur- 
chases and Sales. That thev run no more Risk of Sea & 
Enemy than the Natives did in Trade. 

That France is as rmich benefitted by trading with us as 
we are hy trading with her. That the merchants of Ew- 
Jand had much more due to them when Mass. called in^a 
Currency at 7^ and that the King ever partial to his own 
Subjects ui Enghind against those in America would not 
have confirmed the Law of Mass: if both he & his Coun- 
cil had not thought it just hi Regard to the British as well 
as wise in the Americans. That France will doubtless 
form the same Judgment upon the present measures when 
she is as fully informed. That he (M.' A.) cannot at- 
tempt to persuade Congress to alter a Resolve the Wis- 
dom and Justice of which has the fullest Approbation of 
his own Judgment and his most cordial Wishes for its 
Success; That as a plain and candid answer to a Ques- 
tion, he must say he thinks such Proceedings the only 
Way to gain & preserve Credit abroad because they dis- 
cover Wisdom Justice & also Vigor in the American 
Governments. 
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I have iiijiirecl his loiij^ Letter by these Extriiets, but 1 
give you and other fricnda ^ome Siilbfiictiou. 

Y."" iiffeotiouato 
J. L. 
(Euclm-secl) A letter from ilJ Lovell, Dec/ 5.'" 1780. 



Dec.'' 19, 1780. 

I was unable on the last postday to thank you for yJ 
favor of N"ov,' ^3.'' — then, thro' want of time — now, I 
am scarcely able thro' much Indis]josition of Body to 
notice largely all the Points to which you expect my 
attention. As to Bermuda you seem to have conversed 
more with merchants who own Pnvateers than with Poli- 
ticians who know the great Portion of our friends in Ber- 
muda above our Enemies a Portion which ought not to be 
driven into the mode of fitting out Cruisers who would be 
as troublesome to us as they were to the trench formerly. 
As to the Duck in the Agents hands orders have been 
given. As to the Resolve of Nov.'' |^ respeeting our 
Delegation, Circumstances at this moment make Remarks 
very requisite. 

I have been ill 4 days tho' I have had a pen in my 
hand all the Time in my Chamber. Gen.' Ward is quite 
unwell, he has attended Congress <S the B.* of 'SVar while 
he ought to have been in his Bed Room, M.'' Adams is 
not out, I fear he is also unwell. It was to make up a 
Delegation that I have risqued myself this very vile day. 
Questions on European important Concerns are agitating; 
and single 'Voices serve several States, as always hereto- 
fore. I do not mention this because I am averse to the 
Rule of our State that 2 should be the least to give her 
Vote here especially when she directed 5 or 4 to attend 
"upon the Duties of the Delegation." Nay if she does not 
enjoin that upon more than 3. But whei) she makes 3 
necessary "to give the Voice of the /State" she puts a gi'eat 
hardship upon 3 when only 3 are attending the Duties of 
their Delegation and runs a treble Risque beyond several 
States of losing her Vote here daily. Mass. has been at 
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extfaor<.liimi7 Expense beyond many states in fnrnishing 
heads and Iiiinds to perfoum Congress Drudgery, and her 
members have nioi-e of the Work of standing Boards & 
Committees than most others, because their Residence haa 
been more usually permanent; This has exposed her to 
lose a Vote when she has made numbers necessary to give 
it. One of her Delegates may often render tenfold Ser- 
vice on the Board or Com.'™ of which he is a member by 
serving an entire day on it than by being in Congress 
merely as a make-vole. You well know those things by 
your past Sufferings, and M.'' G-erry has felt them at the 
Peril of his Life. Whjitever may have been the Intention 
of a remarkable Variety in the Course of 4 years respect- 
ing the Voice of Mass : here, I do believe that in the 
present Case the Words do not speak the Intentions of 
the Movers of the Kesolve. I am so persuaded of that, 
as to determine not to present the latter Vote to Con- 
gress with the proceedings of Oct. 4, more especially if 
one of us here shall be unwell; — till I hear more from 
you. I am almost determined not to write any more to 
you for either my Letters must be quite insignificant or I 
must tell Tales to the Enemy. 10 or 1 1 of those I wi'ote 
Nov.' 20 & 21 are gone into N. Yk. Among them those 
to M.' Gerry (inclosing one I think from M.' J. Adams), 
Doct.'' Holten Docter Whitwell Mrs. Adams (inclosing 
one certainly from her Husbaud) Gov.'' Hancock M."^ S. 
Gridley with my Rhode Isknd & Family Letters. I am 
told two mails from hence are laying at Fish-kill. There 
are some immense Genii in the Post office Department 
but I am told they say the Faults of Congress marr their 
Plans. 

Y.'- Friend and h. serv.^ 

James Lovcll. 
(Directed) Hon.'''" Doctor Holten 

Phiiad." Boston. 

Ja,' Lovell. 

(Endorsed) A letter from M/ Lovell Dec' 1780. 
rcc."^ the 4."' Jan.*' answer." 11.'" 
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Jiin/'' 2." 1781. 
Sir 

Some d:iys ago I got Sight of one of mj Letters to 
M.' Gurry published hy Jemmy RiviiigtoD, but tho' I 
wrote to yo« on the same Nov/ 20."' I do not find thro' 
the same Cliaiiel what was the nature of the Scrawl. I 
have, at some time, told you that I should aim to per- 
suade my Colleagues to keep back the last Rule laid down 
by the Assembly for the Government of the Delegates of 
Mass : in Congress because from the very wording of the 
Resolve as well as from your Letter of a Date which I 
cannot now recollect, I am convinced that the intent was 
to oblige not move than 3 to attend on the Duties of the 
Delegation. 1 have so far prevailed us to get the Gentle- 
men to wait for some Explanation, but we have agreed to 
be all together punctual in attending to give our Voice, 
that we may not become culpable if such was the real 
intent of the Resolve ; but this very day proves what I 
before wrote, that I could be much more nsefuliy em- 
ployed in my Chamber than here in Congress, a packet 
boat being under absolute order for Sailing to France. 

The Paper of Duniap is not a neios Paper Today. 
Yours alfectionately 
J. L. 
lion.""' Doct.'' Ilolten 

(Eiidurscd) A letter from MJ Lovell Jiui.'' 2." 1781. 



16 Jan."'*' 1781. 
Dear Sir 

We had yesterday no Post from the eastern Side 
of Hudson's River. I inclose a paper for M.' Jay which 
you will be pleased to send to the Navy Board. I am 
mortified by knowing from M.' Laurens that the Letters 
"given to bim by M.'' Lovell and the Admiralty are in 
the Enemy's Hands." 

J. L. 
(Directed) Ilon.'''^ Doct.-'- Holteu. 
(EudorseJ) A letter from M.' Lovell Jan.'' 1781. 
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^ ^. Jan. 23." 1781. 

Yoit Tvill have found, on seeing M.' Geny that I 
encleovoi- to eeonomize. I told him that "M.' Dana had 
a Commission" for Russia, and I referred him to my 
"Scrawl to you" for other Points. Maryland confeder- 
ates, Vn-gnna seems to give away Smiething for the good 
of the Union and recommends to others to do the lilie. 
I will aim to get the Act long enough to Snd Time to 
. copy It, if M.' Otis does not le.ave this City today. The 
Com.'" of April 10.'", 80 on Depreciation for the Staff 
was filled up Jan.' 5." 81 and the Instructions to the 
Delegates of Mass: were referred. Money is exceed- 
ingly scarce here yet Exchange is from 100 to 115 old for 
Sliver. Loaf Sugar 8" 6 or 36 dollars p.' Ih. I pay 200 
for Stockings and the same for Shoes. Compulsion is 
urged as a congressional measure by Jersey & Pensylv.' 
but I think we are become too wise. Things appear to 
M.^ J. Adams Oct : 24 to indicate a malignant Continu- 
ance of War on the Part of Britain. 

I should have mentioned th.it Maryland has limited tlie 
Time beyond which slie will not receive the old money. 
I wish I conid purchase up all your new. It will most 
assuredly be high in Credit soon, tho' it seemed a little 
while ago as if the" other States meant not to act in con- 
cert upon tlie Plan of the 18 of March. 

We are determined it shall have its Chance of Success ; 
We, mighty Men, totally dependent upon 13 Legislatures 
different in Views, for Support in our smallest Endeavors 
to carry on the Wat. Indeed, my dear Sir, we are in a 
Conditmu as to payment of our Debts that is most tor- 
menting. All our Creditors must loan to us, and I sup- 
pose most of them would willingly do it if they saw their 
interest certain against the due Day. I wish yon w." tell 
mo upon what Resolve it is that our Court have acted in 
Regard to advances to Allen tho Indian Agent. I can 
only find Jan.' 8 and May 13 1777 which my Oolleagnes 
say IS not what they have supposed to be at all. I will 
continue mj Search. M.' Gerry had a memorand." of 
tho secret Resolves of all the years. We have some edd 
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Weather at last, but It is more vjhole-'^ome than the past 
wet warm Season. I hope you have Health. 1 wish you 
that & every Happiness. 

Affeetionatcly J. L. 
(Directed) Hou.""^ Samuel Iloltcn Esq. 

fav.'' by Mr. Otis Boston, 

(Endorsed) M.^ Lovell's letter Jan.>' 23." 1781 

[Ree."] Feb." 28 Ana. March 1. 



Feb. 8, 1781. 
Dear Sir 

I have received your Favor of January 18.'" and 
have delivered the one inclosed to Doctor Duttield. 

The Speech of the King of Engl.'' to his Pailiiiment, 
and the narrative of Brigadier Morgan's Success shall be 
inclosed for yo\n- Information at the latter you must re- 
joice with Fear. It was in itself the most compleat 
action of this War, but I do not forsee adequate Conse- 
quences. Oiu" Army there is no match for Coruwallis, 
and if he pushes suddenly he will niin Gen.' Green, who 
from dire necessity has been obliged to conduct himself 
by Detaebments one of which being ruined the whole will 
probably be involved in the Fortune; But if he had the 
6000 he wants he could not feed them togelhei: As to 
the Kin^ of England's Speech it may be construed for 
War or Peace ; for, the only Thing that can be gathered 
from it is that he thinks he has got a Parliament abso- 
lutely devoted to his Will. It is that which gives him 
more than ordinmy Satisfaction. 

Our Prospects as to Money do not brighten, you may 
he assured that 115 were yesterday given for 1 and this 
at a Time when every Body complahis of the Want of 
old Bills. I think much of this Harm arises from the 
Tender Acts of this State. It is supposed that the next 
publication of Exchange wilt be at 100. This is the 
Story propagated as the foundation of demanding upwards 
of 100 for 1. But, why should I say any Thing on this 
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Jlcitd you well know the People hero and their vile Prac- 
tices. 

I am affectionately Yours J. L. 
(Directed) Honorable Sumuel Holten Esq.' 

Ex])!-. M/ Brown Boston. 

(Endorsed) Hon.' M/ Lovell's letter, Feb.' 8, 1781. 

March 23, 1781. 
Dear Sir 

1 am to acknowle(3ge your kind attentions of Feb. 
10 and Mai-eh 1." I hoped to be able to give you a 
better account of Cornwallis than you have of Arnold : 
But we innst wait some Days longer before we can judge 
whether he will fail in his Eetreat. As to Arnold He is 
yet too safe. I shall have opportunity of writing again 
next Thursday and will forward any Intelligence that may 
happen to arrive before that Time. 1 wish you had beeu 
a little more diffuse as to the Calculation of Interest at 
y.' Treasury Office. I do not well comprehend your Hint 
in your Postscript. I will give you ou the next page the 
Eesult of that Appointment of a Com.'*'' of which you 
was one April 10. It is only giving Qood Words to some 
of the Staff. 

You will find that we got very happily through a Ee- 
solve respecting Allen's Department at the Eastward. 
The Resolve has been transmitted. 

Y."^ Friend and affectionate humh. Serv.' 

James Lovcll. 
Hon.""' Doctor IloUen. 

The Eesolve was reconsidered and recommitted. I 
therefore tear it off. 

(Endorsed) A letter from the Ilonble M.'' Lovcll, 

March 23, 1781. 



March 27."' 1781. 
Dear Sir 

I yesterday received your Favor of the 15.'", as I 
did also some Letters from M.' Carmichael through M."' 
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Gerry's Care ; But still I have none ffom M,' Jay, ivliich 
is very myatcrioiis. 

I am rejoiced to find tlie Spirit of our State so high in 
the common Cause not withstand.^ all its particular Bur- 
thens. 

You will know the Conduct of the french Fleet off the 
Capes of Virginia before this reaches you ; but you are 
now also to hear that Green has lost a Battle. The french 
were under an absolute necessity of fighting, they would 
otherwise have sacrificed a little Glory to the main pur- 
pose of their sailing from Newport. They behaved most 
gallantly. We have only to lament their and our Disap- 
pointtoent by a Pog first and afterwai-ds by a Want of 
Swiftness in 5 of their Ships which obliged the 3 fast 
Sailers to tarry for them and risque the Battle. You will 
have your wish as to Bermuda. All saving Clauses of 
former Resolves respecting that Island, and respecting 
Settlers and the Importers of Arms &c. will be repealed 
unless so far as that the Repeal sh." not condemn Vessels 
now in port or Bennudians with iSalt only arriving before 
the 1." of May. You will not publish my Communica- 
tions unless I send the Acts of Congress, I hope you 
will see that the unparaljelled Distress of Congi-ess in 
Money Mattere leaves no Remedy but calling upon such 
States as are aile to furnish enough for our Necessities 
without affecting the true Quota which individual States 
ought to pay upon the confederal Principles. 

I wish you Happiness being sincerely and with Esteem 
Your Friend and humb. Sei-v." J. L. 

(Endorsed) A letter from the Honble. M/ Lovell 

March 27."' 1781. 



Apr. 24, 1781. 
Dear Sir 

I am to thank yon for your Favor of the 12,"' and 
can only make Return at this Time by inclosing Giizettes 
which I hope you will show to M.'' Gerry before you send 
them to the Navy Board as usual to be forwarded. He 
will in return let you know how little wo know from 
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Europe. Some very pavticulfir Eiigngcments public & 
private prevent my eiiliirgiiig further tliaii to iidd affec- 
tionate and respectful assunineos of being 

Youia J. L. 
(Endorsed) A letter from M/ Lovell Apr.' 2i."' 1781. 



Dear Sir 



April 17, 1781. 



I have this day ree.*" your Favor of March 29.'" 
and am as barren of news as you were at that date. The 
Post is become useless for Politicians to a very great 
Degree hut I cannot refrain from giving you a Eetum 
made to Gen.' Washington on the 1.=' of April and by 
him forwarded to Congress. 
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Coriiwaliis has retreated quite oiit of Green's Keach. 
The Time of the Virg.^ militia being expired our army is 
weak. There were the greatest marks of Distress left 
by the British. Their Dead were buried by our People. 
You were in Congress at an easy happy Period of Busi- 
ness tho' you did not know it, nor did I then guess it. 
Yours affectionately J, L. 
(Directed) Hon."'* Samuel Holten 

Philad.^ Boston 

Ja." Lovell. 
(Endorsed) A letter from the Hon.' Mr. Lovell, Au.' 
17.^" 1781. 

[Rec."] May 6, 16. Ans." y.* T.'" May. 
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Miiy 8, 1781. 
Dear Sir 

I 3'esterdiiy reo.'^ y.'' favov of April 26."' I nm 
gliid to liear froai yoii tliat the Massa : Troops lU'e coming 
on ill largo iiiiuibors. Indeed Doetof tlie Statoa iii most 
Credit in Compliance with tlie Reqiilsilions of Congress 
are veiy very bacliward and tiie affairs of the C()ntinent 
are consequently in a most alarming Situation. I scratched 
a Letter and would not trust it to the Post. Perhaps I 
fihall send it by M.' Payne who goes tomorrow. 

I inclose a Paper which will show something of the 
Shock of the old Continental Currency. 

If the ATeather is fair Tomorrow I think I shall be able 
to act up to the State House. 

Yonr Friend &b. S.' 

Jainos LovcU. 
Hon. Mr. Iloltcn. 



May 8, 1781. 
Dear Sir 

Yonr Favor of the 2(5. of April reached me yes- 
terday. Your Troops are cominff on "in large numbers." 
The General informs yoii that Tents &c. will lie much 
wanted; and the Court will make their "usual Exertions." 
Indeed Doctor I am peisuaded that in a comparative 
View Massachusetts will appear to have been am{)ng the 
most vigorous States; bnt we are at this moment iu the 
most disgraceful and hazardous Situation from the Baek- 
waiilness of eveiy individual State. Foreign Troops are 
to garison West Point because foreign Troops can feed 
themselves, and are paid. Our Quar/ Mast."^ gen.' has 
been obliged to sell some of his provision to enable him- 
self to transp07-t the rest to a Skelitou of an Army iu 
Want of the very Pounds of meat or Flour which he has 
been forced to part with. If you know of a Compliance 
with one liequisition of Congress, in Time S Quantity/, 
do let me have it that I may show it to the Delegates of 
,tbe 12 States who cannot produce a single Instance. 

We are in an Uproar here about the Money. Sailors 
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with Cltibs parade tbo Streets instead of working for 
Paper. Tlie Beer liouses demiiiwi liard for a Pot of 
Driiili; and all tliis Ijeeaiiee the Council have pnhiished 
that the difference between Silver and old Continental 
was 174, the latter having been sold 180 & 200 for one 
several Days. Did Massachusetts sink its Quota by the 
1" of April? Some States had not then begun to sink a 
Shilling. 

You say M.'' Partridge and M.'' Osgood arc coming on : 
I ask Tvith what money in their Pockets? That of our ■ 
State is not counted money here. The old continental is 
dying by Yards not Inches. And if my Friends purchase 
Gold with their State money, They become Speculators, 
say all the Villaius who have created the Necessity. Are 
you not aware of the PeiiJition that awaits my Family 
while the Paper System goes on. I take a Thousand 
Dollars hei'e whether in old or 5 & f State I draw for 
1000 or 25 State. I lose the Interest on the 25 as I have 
twice or thrice done on 250 and I pay above 1500 for 
patching my Coat, &c. 

May 9."' 1781. 
My dear Sir 

I had begun to write to yon, to go by Post 
yesterdaj', but fell upon a Topic not lit to be trusted in 
that way, and therefore covered yon a news Paper under 
a few Words of Intelligence. I had a private Occasion 
to write afterwards to M,'' Gerry somewhat largely about 
money, and therefore do not add any Thing to the in- 
closed Scrawl, persuaded that he will converse with you 
respecting my Letter and the Position of your Delegates 
here. But I must uot refrain from adding that their pri- 
vate Embarriissmeots are but a small Clue towards ex- 
plaining their public. Congress without their money 
Pi'csses, depending on the punctual Supplies of the States 
are, at this critical Period of the Campiiign, as a Set of 
Clockmakcrs from whom an Orreiy or Microcosm is ex- 
pected tho' their Hands are evidently struck with the dead 
Palsy. 

1 shall trouble you not again with any private Concerns. 
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If I can hobble tip Street I will endeiivor to make the 
Backwardness of tlie Printer of the Joiiniiils less & leas 
a Disadvantage by giving you often manuscript Heads of 
what you ought to know. 

Affect.''' & with Esteem 
Hon. Mr. Holteii. Y." J. L. 

(Directed) Hon.'"^ Samuel Ilolten Esq. 
Philad." Huston. 

Jas. Lovell. 
(Endorsed) Three Letters from Ui: Lovoll ye 8 & D 
of i\Iay 1781. Alls.'* May 24.'" 



Miiv 22." 
D. Sir 

I am to thank yon for your Favor of the T.'" The 
Militia at the Southward have behaved very ill at Times 
and most gallantly also in Turn ; and Gov.' Jefferson 
says they have had their Triumph in seing picked british 
Regulars run like Sheep before very inferior Numbers of 
our Men. 

I have already mentioned to M.' Adams his Namesakes 
Plan of a Loan in Holland and our Receipt of a most 
cordial Letter from the King of France upon the Repre- 
sentation of our Finances last November. We have not 
yet the Detail of his friendly Litentions. They are com- 
municated in Cyphers. 

I think Cornwallis will certainly join Phillips but I 
hope G.' Green will succeed at Campden. 

Y.'' Friend & humble Serv.' 

James Lovell. 
Hon."'" Doct.' Holten, 

(Directed) Hon."'^ Samuel Holfen 
Philad.' A Counsellor of Massachusetts 

Ja." Lovell. Boston. 

(Endorsed) A letter from the Hon.' M.' Lovell, May 
22." 1781. 

ree.'' June 20.'" Ans-^ — gl, 
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May 29, 81. 

I have y.' Favor of the 17."' doubly and trebly 
_ jable as it proved your own Health Mr. Gerry's and 
his success. I had really fixed him to a sick Bed. 

You will be auxious about our Intelligence from Eu- 
rope. We have much but I am too greatly overcome by 
the Heat, to sweat over the Consideratiou of what I ouo-ht 
to communicate to be consistent with an Obligation" to 
Secresy imposed at this Time with a propriety not always 
connected with that Injunction in our continental Assem- 
bly. However, I may tell you that your own Pi-inters 
?^m.^*'^^'^ ^"" 'i^^^^ enough to show you that the Wheel 
of Time will not afford you another such six months as 
the Coming. Political Glory or Infamy of a lasting Kind 
is most assuredly depending on them, more especially on 
the two first of them, in which there must bo an almost 
universal Change of Manners. Every Requisition already 
made must be fully complied with, and even more must 
be in forwardness. Let not the former Calls of once for 
all make us callous on this Occasion. The Execrations 
of Posterity will fall more justly perhaps on the Inatten- 
tion & Negligence of the States distant from the imme- 
diate Carnage of the War than upon the Despondency 
and Cowardwice of those in which it centers should we 
finally be disgraced by a Combination of all those Cir- 



Y.' Anxious Fr.'' 

J. L. 
Oh this stagnated Air of Philad.« I cannot write to 
M.' Adams am happy to hear he is well at home. 
(Endorsed) M.'' Lovell's letter May 29.'" 1781. 



Among the papers of Dr. Holyoke is the following bill 
against the Colony for professional services. It was 
written by him on very coarse brown wrapping paper, 
and is without any signature. It would appear by his 
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234 

books of account, which are in the possession of the 
Institute, that the hill, of which this was probably a 
duplicate, was not paid except the last five items. 

The Colony of the M. Bay to E. A. Holyoke D.' 

To Surgery, to sundry medicines administer.^ & atten- 
dance on sundry Persons, as follows Viz.' 

1775 Nath.' Cleaves of Beverley woatuJed in Lexing- 

ton Battle. 
Apr.' 20.'' To amputating his flager, sutures &c. 8_ J jg_ 

to May 3i."' To 5 Dressings D.° 4_ J 

Apr. 20,"" A Regular Soldier (a Prisoner) wounded in Lex- 
ington Battle. 
To Dressing his Leg & Jour, to Danvers 3_ 3 

■■ 20.'" Dennis Wallis, wounded In Lexington Battle. 

To Dressing his Tlilgh & a Journey 3_ A 

Tho.' Manning of Col." Mansfield's Reg.' (Pleu- 
ritic) 
May 23.* To phlebot.' 2_8 To 10 Visits 13_4 ) 12 2 

to 30."" To sundry med." 6_3 at 6 several times > 

Edw.'*^^ Rogers of Col-'Little's Reg,' (Pleuritic) 
June IS.'" To phlebot.' 2_8 To 9 Journeys & Visits to "i 

Danvers 18_ > 1_ *_ 6 

to 24.'^ To med.' at 7 several times 3_10 J 

Cap." Eben.' Wlnship of Col.° Mansfield's (Plou- 

June 22.* To phlebot.' 2_e To 19 visits 2E_4 ) 1_19_ 

to July 16."' To med.' at 14 several times 11_ > 

Pike of Col.' Little's Reg.' I'lenritlc. 
June 23.* To phlebot, 1_1 To 2 Journeys i— I 5__ g 

To med.' —i S 

Eben.' Kenney of Mansfield's. Cliolic. 
July 2' To 2 Visits & Journeys 4_ ) 5_jq 

4'" To med,' at twice 1_10 5 

Jn.°Rice of Col. ° Mansfield's. Pleuritic. 
July 1. To visit l_t To med.' 1„ 2_ 4 

Tliomaa Williams of Col.° Mansfield's 
Aug. 17 To visit 1-4 Med.' _8 

Matli[ews] Jackson of Col." Mansfield's (Pltu- 

Sept. 10." To I visits 6_4 ) 7 2 

To IS,'" To med.- at 3 times 1_10 5 

15 Edmund of Ke^vlJllr)-l)Ol■l; in Iir. Holyoke'a ledger. 
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Bro.' forward 

John I'restoa of Col, Mansfield's (Rheumatic) 



Isaac Taylor of Col. MansfleM's 
Oct. 14 To 2 visits 2_8 ) 

To 16 To meci.' at 3 times 3_2 J 

David Newhall of Col.' Mansfield's 
May 26 To 3 visits 2_8 ) „ . 

29 Tomed.'_8 J ^-* 

Sep.' 7 To Dressing, his scalded feet i times 

cerates 6_4 
Oct. 10 To Amputating Lis Arm 40_'= 

To Nov. 20 To 30 Dressings 40_ & med.' 4_ £4. 

■Wa[tts] of (DysenI 

Nov. 9 To B visits 8_ > 

To med.' at 5 several times 5_ J 

Burrows 
Nov. le To visit 1_ 4 To mod." 1_ 

J[i.° Marble soldier on board Cap." Adams 



Ealpli Taylor a captive (carpent.' of y.' store 
ship) [ ] 

To 8 visits 10_S >per order of 

To med.' at 6 several times 8_2 ) M.' Jelt 
Jn." Sinclair (captive) of y' ordnanc stor Brig,' [ 

To phlebot. l_i ) 

To visit l_i med.'_8 ) 
Joshua BIckford soldier in Col." Mansfield's 



Pickworth of Col.' Mansfield's (Plouropneu- 



(Endorsed) Ace" ag.' Colony of Massachusetts Bay. 

The following minutes, made at the time, refer to sc 

of the events of the revolution. 

Dr. Holyoke has these entries iu his almanac : 

1774, August 10, Delegates from Boston set out for Philadelphii 
" " 13, The 59.'" Regiment landed at Salem. 

'' Lost in deftniJlng a Privateer of a Ship of War. 
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1774, Sept. 10, The 59." Regiment marclied from Salem for Boston, 

1775, June 17, Battle at Cbarlestown. Cliarlestown burned. 
" " 19, Great numbers removed ftom this town. 

1776, July 13, Declaration of Inaependence published. 

Dr. Holyoke's wife writes to her uncle, Jonathan 
Simpson : 

1780, Feb. 27, We are put to the greatest difficulty to provide for 
our fiimily, oven the common ceceaaaries of Provision &, Clothing. 
Wood lias been frequently sold at ono hundred pounds L, M. per cord 
& the lowest ^60 & other things in the same proportion, so that it is 
almost impossible to live. * * * We are obliged to wear now what 
■we should have been ashamed to have given away. 

In the diary of John Masearene, then the Collector at 
the Port of Salem, are the following entries : 
1775, April 19, Hostilities begun between the Klag's Troops & our 

1775, April 28, Capt. John Derby sailed for London with an account 
of the battle on the IS.'" 

1775, June 17, A flght !n Charlestown & the town burned by the 
the King's troops. 

1775, June 18, A melancholy sabbath. No public worship. The 
country in conftaalon. 

1775, July 18, Boston town meeting at Concord, Capt. Derby ar- 
rived from England. 

1776, Oct. 12, Gen.' Lee came to town, viewed the Companies. 

In a memorandum-book of preachers and texts Jona- 
than Gardner of Salem occasionally refers to public 
affairs. 

1776, April 23, No meeting on account of the grate surprise the 
people were in, and fearing that Ships of War should come in to 
Salem and Distroy the town. It was allso expected a aeasure of Pro- 
visions ao that there was from three to four hundred teams in for 
Provisions & Goods, which made grate Confusion. 

1775, June 18, Mo meeting by Keason of a battle at Charlestown 
last night by the Regular troops and the ProvinciaJs, wherein fifteen 
hundred of the former was slain & wounded, only about one hundred 
of the latter, which was a Miracle. 

1776, March 18, This day the Regular troops Imbarked from Boston 
hall.'down to Hantasket & part saild 25 & the remainder saild 27 day. 
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NOTES 



SKETCH 



By S. SWETT. 
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MlI^'ROE AND FRANCIS, 128 WASHINGTON, 
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NOTES 



SKETCH OF BUNKER-HILL BATTLE. 



Cortditit of Gin. Putnam during the hattle. 

Gov. Brooks's statement. The author being in the staif of 
Gov. Brooks and enjoying his friendship, received every assist- 
ance from liim he could desire in writing an account of the 
battle. This battle was probably never understood by any 
one better than by him. Meeting the troops who went on, 
over night, at the neck ; continuing with ihem on duty as a 
field officer tiil the forenoon following, when he was despatch- 
ed to head-quarters at Cambridge, where he arrived at 10 
o'clock and was retained till permitted to rejoin the troop? at 
the neck on the la&t of tlie retreat ; solicitously inquiiing at 
the time, and ever after, into the occurrences, nothing important 
could have escaped him : and the author is without apology 
if, with the information derived from him, he has committed a 
single mistake of the slightest consequence. 

Gov. Brooks stated,* he was informed by Col, Webb, a distinguish- 
ed Connecticut officer, who signalized himself in Buuker-IIill battle, 
that Gen. Puliiam (whose Aid be was afterwards) on the retreat, 
remained in the rear by a cannon, with a Serjeant, the only man he 
could persuade to stand by him, till the enemy were just upon ihem 
with their bayonets, when the serjeant was shot down iind he was 
compelled to retire. Gov. Brooks, going to Cambridge in the 
forenoon, met Gen. Putnam riding toward Bunker Hill. 
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The following testimony is from the Boston Ooiitincl. 

As the original documents have long been lost from 
the Boston AthetJEeum, we can only say, the copies in the 
Cenunel and N. A. Review are known to have been made by 
two gentlemen of as high honour and integrity as our country 
evcrproddced. 

Judge Gbosvenor says, under (he immodiyte superintendence of 
Oon. Putnam, ground was broken and a redoubt formed. The next 
day Gen. Putnam was extremely active and directed principallv the 
operations. After the British landed, a detachment of four Lieuten- 
ants and 120 men of Gen. Putnam's Regt. under Capt. Knowlton 
lyere by the Gen. ordered to take post at a rail fence on the left of 
the breastwork. The Gen. inspired confidence by his example ; 
oi the officers the most active were Putnam, Prescolt, and Knowlton. 

AsNEft Allen, of Western, deposes beibre a Judire of the Su- 
preme Court :~wa3 in Grosvenor's company ; went on the night be- 
fore the battle ; Putnam was then and there called Geo. and acted 
as such. I was at the rail fence, and do know that Gen. Putnam 
was m the engagement. 1 saw him on horseback urging the men to 
JigM with great earnestness ; he was as much exposed as anv man 
engaged. 

JosiAH Hill, Tyiragham, Putnam's Regt. testifies : " I know that 
Gen. Putnam was m liie battle, took part in the engagement, and was 
as much exposed as any hody in the battle." 

The Rev. Army CHAPLAiN.—Gen. Putnam did all that man could 
do to induce the men to go on to the Hill. He led on Capt, Knowl- 
ton with part ol a Connecticut Regt. [After adding some other 
lactsj I was the intimate friend of Col. Prescott and Lt. Col. Rob- 
inson, and from the mouths of tliose heroes I had this account. 

He adds in his letter, which we have, 

Thos. Cooke, Esq. member of Mass. Congiess, signer of sieoid 
!« ArtBd money, says : he went to one of the neighboring hills to view 
the battle ; saw Gen. Putnam, who did all that man could do to get 
on ihe men to Breed's Hill ; he appeared firm, resolute, thoughtless 
ot personal danger ; his praise was in the mouth of every one at 
that tune, he never heard a disrespectful word against him. 

Reuben Kemp, Brooklyn,Con. Stark's Regt. testifies : " arrived at 
the high grounds over the neck ;■ were furnished with intrenching 
tools and began to throw up a breastwork ; in ten or fifteen minutes 
the drums beat to arms, and we were marched immediately. Geif'. 
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Putnam seemed to have ihe ovflfring of things. He eliavged the 
men not to file till the eniimy came close to the works, and to take 
good aim and make every shot Kill a man. A few pieces were dis- 
charged before tbe order, Gen. Putnam passed along the lines quick- 
ly and threatened to stab any one who fired without order. The 
enemy got pretty near the works, we were ordered to take good 
aim and fire. At this time (ien. Putnam was constantly passing 
backward and forward from right to left." 

Isaac Bassett, Killingtey, Gen. Putnam's Regt deposes : was 
at the rodoubt and breastwork just as the action commenced ; saw 
Gen. Putnam there with his sword drawn, encouraging and anima- 
ting the troops. My father was going oiF with a wounded man, 
Gen Putnam stopped him, pricking his arm with his sword, and 
told him Dot a soldier should leave the ground. I saw Gen. Putnam 
in the hottest of tb? iight, calling on the men to stand their ground ; 
I am sure he was at the same post when tbe enemy scaled the walls 
of the redoubt. 

Ebbnezer Bean, Conway, Stark's Regt. at the Redoubt, about 
12. Gen. Putnam was there and very active, was urging the men 
on, giving orders, riding from one end of the line to the other as far 
as I could observe, and continued active through the action ; in my 
opinion fought with great bravery. 

Judge Advocate TunoK : soon after the arrival of Gen. Washing- 
ton, courts-martial were ordered for trial of officers for misbehavior 
I7tb June. In the inquiry which those trials occasioned, I never 
heard any insinuation against the conduct of Gen. Putnam. 

pRE3. Adams, senior, " This I do say without reserve, I never 
heard the least insinuation of dissatisfaction with the character of 
Gen. Putnam during his whole life." 

Capt. John Barker, formerly of Pomfret, " knew Putnam perfect- 
ly ; between the first and second attacks he came on foot to about 
the centre of ours (Reed's N. H. Regt.), warmly praised the men 
for iheir bravery and encouraged them to fight well should the ene- 
my come again. 

Major Elihu Lyman, Greenfield, a Lieut, in the battle, deposes : 
well remembers, Gen. Putnam was present directing tlie retreat, ri- 
ding backward and forward between us and the British, and ap- 
peared cool and deliberate, fieqtiently speaking to the men. He 
continued with us till we were out of the reach of small arms. 1 
now perfectly remember, that I tlien expected every moment to see 
Gen. Putnam shot from liis horse. I knew Gen. Putnam perfectly^ 
was in the army with him in the French war, and 5 years in the 
revolutionary war. 
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A.NDERSON Miner, Maj, Lyman's company : saw Geii. Putnam 
riding through the Amprican ranks amidst sliowevs of balls undaun- 
ted, with his sword drawn, exhorting the troops < in tlie name of 
God' to form and give the British one shot more, and then tliey 
might retreat. 

Gen. Keys, many years adjiitant-gcaeral of Conn. 1st Lieut. 
Putnam's Regt. : saw Putnam after the repulse of the enemy near 
the field-pieces deserted by Callender, as I was going towards the 
Redoubt, veiy active, found our troops giving way and immediately 
retreated. 

Abiel Bugbee, Pomfret, Putnam's Regt. : posted on left of tiie 
line behind rail fence ; Gen. Putnam was riding backward and for- 
ward encouraging the men during the light ; when we retreated, Gen. 
Putnam was on hoi'seback within ten rods of the enemy, and ordered 
us to take some tools as we retreated. 

John Dexter, Pomfret, Vt. Putnam's Regt. : knew him well ; 
saw him on the hill the night before the action ; heard him tell the 
officers they must exert themselves, for the British would fire as soon 
as light appeared. Saw him there again in the morning. One of 
the centinels jumped from his post on the fort ; he ordered another 
to be placed there who was not a coward. The fire fromthe British 
was very severe, the Gen. appeared un intimidated, as if they hati 
not fired a guo. 

Alexander Davidson, Edgecombe, Ford's company, deposes : 
Putnam ordered our company to carry the cannon, deserted by Cal- 
lender, to the rail fence ; he accompanied the pieces himself, saw 
to the placing them and until they cnmmeiiced firing them. _ I well 
recollect his expression at the second firing of one of the pieces, it 
was loaded with cannlster and seemed to make a lane through them. 
What time Putnam left our company I cannot say, but he was with 
us at the rail fence when the battle began, animating the men and 
telling us not to fear. 

Eben'b. Eawciloft, Esq. Tyngsborough, Capt. in Bridge's Regl., 
Lieut, with Putnam when a Maj. in the French war, together seve- 
ral campaigns : has seen him often in the midst of danger ; Ins 
courage could not he doubted, nor his character impeached. 

Was at the laying out of the works on Breed's Hill, the lines wero 
marked out by Putnam. A party of Connecticut men under the di- 
rection of Gen. Putnam formed the rail breastwork, and Imed it. 
Cannon were used on both sides. I loaded one piece myself twice ; 
we received from the field pieces of the enemy several shot through 
our gateway at time of the retreat. 
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lie remarks, I believe (in a lost hiier) that Col. Prescoli 
and some of his officers informed some southern gentlemen, 
Ihat in lime of the action Putnam placed himself on the top of the 
hill where he coitid see the whole of the action. 

Jas. Clabk, Capt.j Gen. Putnam's Regt. : commanded 100 men, 
arrived at rail fence ten minutes after the action began, and before 
Chariestown was burnt. On the retreat saw Gen. Putnam for the 
fourth time that day, actively engaged in managing the retreat. 
Whenever I saw him on Bimker Hill, he appeared like a good sol- 
dier, firm, composed, vigilant, active, undaunted, in the discharge 
of the important duties of his station. 

17th June last, he says, he was \ mile from the Hill when 
small arms began. 

Major John Bubnham, Londonderry, Lieul. in Little's Regt. : 
when arrived near the rail fence,saw Gen. Putnam. Ho appeared 
liusily engaged in giving directions to the troops as they came u|}. 
He ordered my Capt. to get to the fort if he could ; passed by the 
fort and went to the south of it till we saw enemy's left flank ; Web- 
ber of my company was there with me and wounded. 



A Committee of Mass. Congress report : we ajiplied to Gen. 
Putnam and other officers who were in the heat of the engagement 
for further intelligence. Gen. Putnam informed us, as he was riding 
up Bunker Hill, he met an oflicer in the train drawing his cannoii 
down in great haste ; he ordered the officer back, who replied he 
had no cartridges. The Gen. dismounted and examined his boxes, 
and found^a considerable number of cartridges, tipon which he order- 
ed him back ; he refused until the Gen. threatened him with instant 
death, but soon deserted his post and left his cannon. Another offi- 
cer, who had direction of another cannon, conducted much in the 
same way. Gen, Putnam declared one of these officers ought to 
be punished with death, and that unless exemplary punishment was 
inflicted he would assuredly leave the army. That on the defect 
of these officers, the reinforcements ordered up the Hill could not be 
prevailed on lo go ; the plea was, the artillery was gone, and that 
they had no chance for their lives, declaring they had no officers to 
lead them. ^ ' 

Col. Putnam informed me,* tliat about this time his father 
offered to lead them on himself, entreated, threatened, and 
broke his sivord over them knocking tfoivn a non-commissioned 
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The following stalements ivorc published in rile Patriot, by 
Gen. Dearborn. 

Gbh. M. M'Clahy, Epsom, w.s in the battle from bcEiiimm; In 
ena ; on tbe rettoat saw Gen. Putnam on top oi Bunkei Hill 
with a spade in bis hand ; has no recoUeition ol seeing him in the 
battle. 

Ocm Pbuci, Hilbborough, Ford's company, went on to the HiU 
about 11; Putnam reqneited our company to drag Callonderi 
cannon down Bnnlior HiU ; at Capt. Ford's persuasion, drew them 
to rail fence ; thinks he saw Gen, Putnam at that place, lookmg for 
some part of his sword ; did not hear him give any orders or assume 
any command except on top of Buniter Hill. 

nth June tef k •«»>, he thWis Putnam was as brave as 
^iny man. 

In a Utter to AUert Bradford, Esq. he adds. 

He thinks the action began a little before 1 j thinks 15 or 1()00 
men were in Redoubt; there was but one N. H. Kegt^ m the en- 
jagement, of which Poor to a field oHic.r with Stark and M'Cl.r; ; 
M Regt. leH Uledford at 10, and was on the battle ground one hour 
'or more before action. 

We need not say how worthless his recolleetions are. 

Capt. S. R. TanvETi, Marblehoad, Capt. Art.— Aboat 1 , tlie„ 
irih, left Cambridge ; saw Putnam riding toward Cambridge, and 
- .' . ^. -I ;- 'o — t5 minutes ; when arrived at 



back toward Charlestown 
the N. W. side of Bunker Hill, 

!This was some (ioie after the battle eontmeneed, and after 
the first retreat of the Brituh, m Capt. Trevett ha, tery often 
informed nie.] 

«aw Gen. Putnam dismounted and several otbors ; went to select a 
.tation for my pieces, saw Gen. Putnam on iny rehirn, the eng^- 
™ then going on ; anived at raU fence when retreat commenced ; 
Endbl N.'w.ideof Bunker Hill, again •"' G«»- f°'»",'i 
the same place putting his teuton hi. hone, asked him where I 
should carry my field piece, he said to Cambridge. 

Mai. Caleb Sta.k, son ol the Col. : arrived at top of Bnnker 
Hill, saw Gerrisb, and Putnam I was told it was, standing togotho • 
Gen' Putnam performed no part ia tbe operations at Breeds Bdi, 
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his station was Bunker Hill. The battle co!)!:!!!'iircd about llio mid- 
dle of the afternoon. 

I believe Col. Reod was not in the action. 

[Witnesses to prove Putnam was not in ibe action, because the^' 
did not see him in a line of ^ ofa mile ! Could not see Col. Reed, 
who was fighting and commanding beside tliem, as well known and 
as easily proved as that Col. Sfark was there !] 

According to Dr. Snow [Bost. Centinei], there was tht same I'fvEi!- 
ry and jealousy between Reed and Stark, as appears on the side of 
Stark and his officers against Putnam ; the latter. Judge Advocate 
Tudor attributed to Gen. Putnam's interference with the irregularities 
of the N. PI. troops, particularly soniB violence committed bv Stark 
and his Regt. against Col. Hobart, the N. H. paymaster, on which 
a court was held under Gen. Green, which reported unfavorably to 
Col. Stark ;» but the matter, I believe, was adjusted by the parties. 

Rob. K. Wilkins, Concord, lofler a ridicaloits peregrination]— 
saw Putnam and Gerrisk about a hundred rods from our lin«, as I 
was going to rail fence, before firing with small arms commenced ; 
just before the retreat of the enemy from the fort, passed on to Bun- 
ker Hill, where I found Putnam and Geri'ish agaiu; 

Rev. Wm. Bentlet. Col. Stark said : « My Chaplain— Had he 
[Gen. Putnam] done his duty, he would have decided the fate of Iiis 
country in the Brst action." He then described the " pen," as he 
called the inclosed works, and Ihe leant fifjudgmmt in the works." 

Was this all he blamed Putnam for ? 

Abel Pakkeb, Esq. Jaffrey. At the breastwork till woimded by 
the enemy, who flanked it ; then went into the fort ; remained till 
Prescott ordered a retreat. Has no hesitation in declaring Col. 
Small's story totally unfounded. 

Hon, Thos. KiTTREnGE, surgeon. About 11, going olf, saff 
Putnam at the foot of Bunker Hiil ; heard him request some of the 
men to go the fort and see if they could get some of the intrenchine 
tools. * 

Rev. Dak'i. Chaplin, D.D. Groton, and Rev. John Buti.Aiiii, Pep- 
perell. Were intimate with Col. Prescott ; he told us repeatedly, 
that when the retreat was ordered and commmced, and he was rfe- 
sceiidtng the Hill, he met Gen. Putnam and said to him, " why did 
you not support me, General, with your men, as I i)ad reason to es- 
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pect according to agreement ?" Putnam answered, " I could noi 
drive the dogs up." Prescott pointedly said to hinij " if you could 
not drive them up, you might have led them up." 

It is weli known, as Hon. Mr. Webster observes in N. A. 
Review, that Putnam and Prescott were on tei-ms of respectful 
friendship as long as they lived. 

Deacon IvAWkence, Groton. Gen. Putnam was not present ei- 
thci' while the norlis were erecting, or during tlie whole baitle. I 
continued in the redoubt during the whole of it ; I could see distinct- 
ly the rail fence and the troops stationed there during the battle, 
but Gen. Putnam was not present as I saw. I saw Warren shot, and 
from that time till he expired. 

T t,:~ gentleman's memory is so impaired, that he has stated 
Col. P escott to have been in a blue coat, and Warren in a 
blue cuat and killed in the redoubt. 



The following evidence is from the statements taken down 
in writing by Gen. Sullivan and other Directors of the Bunker 
Hili monument, assisted by Judge Thacher and one or two 
other gentlemen, at the rerjuest of the Directors, from survi- 
ving soldiers of the battle present at the celebration the 17th 
June last. 

Joshua Yeomans, Norwich, Gen. Putnam's Regt. — Helped build 
the fort the night before the baitle, led on by Gen. Putnam, Was 
well acquainted with Gen. Putnam ; saw a great deal of him in the 
action encouraging the men. I saw Gen. Putnam split a field-piece 
in the fort ; he could not get the ball into the piece. He went to 
his saddle-bags [haversack] and took a canvas bag of musket balls 
[grape], loaded the cannon, and fired it at a number of officers who 
were consulting under a row of trees. I then went Jo rail fence ; 
there saw Gen. Putnam riding along the whole line and crying out, 
" stick to your posts, men, and do your duty ;" he was greatly ex- 
posed. 

Rich'd GiLCHKisT, Dublin, Stark's Regt. At the vail fence the 
whole action, Putnam rode up as we went (in, said, " push on, Col. 
Stark, the enemy have landed and formed." I saw Gen. Putnam 
several times on foot encouraging the men. 

Benj'n Mann, Capt. inBeed'sRegt. Was stationed at rail feice ; 
was at dinner when the alarm was first given, and orders to march. 
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ri?tooJhT„'°°°f,?'.'^"''s'''l'^e'- «««-P»t™m .„d Cap,. 



ber of times. 

W„ TVask, Billerica, Gu-dner's B«. Gen. PutDam orderrf 
«. down ,o „gh, of f„„ ; „fc i„t „f „g S„,.„™ J? ° ,fT„ 
one offered to desert, ran him il,rongl,,» "^ ' " "^^ 

F«Ai.o,s Davidsom, Londonderry, Ford's company, at rail 
fence. Tlie enom, marched lo.ardns nnde, a heav, fire from 

tne enemy , ere near enongh to be within good .on shot ; this orJer 
was given b. Gen. Putnam, who was near us at The time. 

Job SrAFPonn, Berlin, a Serjeant, Gen. Ward's Eegt. We went 
totltoradfetiee. Gen. Putnam was employed in dflflrent niaces ■ 
but tl,. lirs, time I remember distinctly to have seen him was nbou; 
Iketnne the retreat was ordered. He ordered us to re" .? bv 

llt2ro:^s sSnV^irrtr? "'"'^ " '•™ *« ""»' 



J.ssE Smra, Salem, !-» re^Mabh MercImM,) was at rail fence ■ 
fed 16rou»d,: went off to get hi, „„slce, fi^ed."^ Going up Bunk'; 
Hdl saw Col. Gardner wounded.and saw Gen. Putnam on hi, h„„e 

SiLorba.S"""^'''""'"?''', "'S'-e "■= ™» there down", 
wie line ol battle ; returning to the line, retre?* i-"-— 



Br™e?s'Ko"g"w™leJ"'',™r"''5*''" "='!•• ™'' ""' Col 
Brewer s Kogt. were led on by Gen. Putnam a, a reinforcement. 

„,"^'; i''',".™' "T"""'- By ofler of Putnam and Pomrov we 
earned tool, to necli ; hoard British were coming , some Sod' 
a number wont on. I went to ran fence, and was there all the ae- 
lion. I saw Gen. Putnam a number of times. 

•aw re^ p",""''""""''?' "°' °» >"" '"" ■""» =~™enced ; 
™rd "" """" into «,e action with hi. draw,! 

, f "!." PS""". Hopkinton, Capt. in Brewer's Kegt. was in 
fon i hoard Putnam say, ■■ Gods cniao ,on,» and saw hi^ ridin. ,„ 
and down ; knew him in French war. ^ ^ 

r.,5"°S '"""' '^H"^°' "'"''' ""S'- *™' ™ i"" <" 'Mile began • 
fed all my cartridges i was at rail fence ; sai Putnam behind me 
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Wm. Low, Gloucester. Putnam ordered ns to carry off intrench- 
ing tools ! our company went, followed him in Indian file down the 
JHJil ; the shot flew hs tliJck as hailstone. Putnam was as cool as 
ever man was. News came the British were landing ; Putnam then 
said it' was too late, orderecl every man to take a rail on his back, 
took one himself, went to the oilier rail fence, and we worked at 
doubling it. Fired 18 out of my 19 cartridges. 

Philip Baislky, (n regpeefable Dep. Slierifat Neuilmry port, for 
nearly 30 years pnnf,) Frye's Regl. Went over night ; fought at 
the breastwork till they turned the corner of the rail fence and began 
to rake the whole brea-slwork. Saw Putnam pass up and down the 
line on horseback during the baltle, encouraging the soldiers. The 
sbot wpre very thick where he was ; he had a very calm, encourag- 
ing look. Knew him because I had seen him at Cambridge. 

Thos. Davis, ITolden. Saw Gen. Putnam on Bunker Hill ; he 
told a negro he would cut him down if he attempted to run ; he tried 
to get past, and Putnam struck him down with his sword. 

John Hoi,DB>r, Leicester, Doolittle's Regt. Capt. afterwards in 
the army. In his statement and letter to tile treasurer he says : — 
Early in the morning Putnam came to our Regt- stationed the night 
before near Prospect Hill, and ordered it on to the Hill by 9 o'clock. 
We went, and soon took post on left of Col. Stark by rail fence. 
During the action I often saw Gen. Putnam come up to our Regt. ; 
he appeared very actively engaged in ihe action. One of the Regt. 
got down behind a haycock ; Gen. Putnam rode up and cried, 
" Gods curse him ! run him through if he won't fight !" gave him 
one or two blows with his sword and drove him into the ranks. 

Sam'l JosES, Sndljury, Doolittle's Begt. 

\_Tht3 gentleman, and the next witness of E. Sudbury, are 
well knovm hy Dr. Bigelow Ike distinguished Botanist, as wit- 
nesses of the highest respectability.] 

Was at the rail fence ; saw Gen. Putnam and spoke with him, he 
encouraged us very much, and rode up and down behind us, his 
horse was all of a lather, and the battle was going on very hotly at 
the time. 

Mr. Jones has since informed me. 

Our cannon were brought down behind the rail fence ; " T recol- 
lect with perfect distinctness they were fired a number of times." 
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Nathaniel Rice, E. Sudbury. Was in the foit 5 fired a musket 
I took from the British at Concord 26 times. Saw Putnam riding 
round, encouraging the people to the utmost, before tlie battle and 
during the battle. 

JosiAH Cleveland, of Canterbury, Conn, in 75, Putnam's Regt 
Helped build Redoubt ; fought at tail fence. [In a detailed stated 
ment before Wm. Stevenson, Esq. he says :] Went night of I6th ; 
Jialted at neck by Gen. Putnam and oi-dered to load with 2 balls ; 
to mai-ch in profound silence ; Gen. Putnam at our head. There 
was a consukation of officers on Bunker Hill. Gen. Putnam was 
advanced to front ; suppose he led us to Breed's Hill. Saw him 
soon after arriving there. He ordered oui a guard to the shore ; I 
went ; returned at daylight ; found Putnam and others directing the 
works. He ivas doing this most part of the time till enemy lauded ; 
be then ordered Conn, and part of Mass. troops to make the breast- 
work at rail fence. Before fire of muskets began, Putnam ordered 
us to he down, and not to fire till we saw their buttons. An old sol- 
dier wanted to go off, he said, for water. Gen, Putnam told him, he 
depended on him as one of bis best soldiers ; he persisted, and Gen. 
Putnam ran his sword through or into his arm and made him return 
to his duty. Fired 40 cartridges, borrowed 3 more. British had 
several pieces of field artilllery ; one of our pieces was used at the 
rail fence. Knew Gen. Putnam very well. 

Simeon Notes, Salem, Little's Regt. was in the fort. He depo- 
ses before B. Merrill, Esq. Salem :— The bell was ringing, I know 
not whether for 1 o'clock, or the alarm. Adjutant Jenkins rode up 
and hallooed, " Turn out ! the enemy 's all landed at Charlestown." 
Col. Little and ourCapt. went into the fort. Gen. Putnam rode up 
on his old white horse, and said to Lieut. Whitmore, the Capi. be.. 
lug out of hearmg " Draw off your men here (pointing to the i-ail 
Jence,) and man the rail fence ; the enemy are flanking us fast." I 
was an eye-witness of this. Gen. Putnam was not in the fort during 
the engagement ; he was riding to and fro in oil parts of the line, 
encouraging the men, pressing ihem forward, and giving orders to the 
officers. He did not stop long in any one place. I saw him several 
imies during the battle. When we were retreating, be rode up to- 
us with bis tent and tent-poles on his horse, and asked why we were 
retreating. He said, we had been wishing to have the enemy 
come out, and now we had i'ctreated, and bad left the tools for them 
to lortity with ;— that we ought to be ashamed of such conduct. But 
our officers thought he was too fierv, and refused fo go back as he 
wished. " ° 
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Ww. Mabden, Porlsmouth, GeiTish's Regt. deposes before N. A. 
Haven, Esq. On reaching the top of Bunker Hill, saw Gen. Putnam 
on horseback, riding backward and forward, urging the men onwards 
to the charge, and presently saw him ride down the hill toward the 
enemy. Before we reached breastwork, retreat commenced. 

The statemenls of the two foliowiog witnesses were taken by 
the Author. 

Amos Foster, TeivksLury. Putnam came and ordered some men 
to take tools, and he took some and went to Bunker Hill to fortify. 
The enemy's fire was so hot to the top of the hill, they had to leave 
and retreated to us. While we were firing at the enemy, heard 
Putnam tell us, to fire low. He was on horseback. 1 was at the 
rail fence, near breastwork. Two of our field-pieces were near me 
and fired a number of times. Hill, a British deserter, said we fired 
too high. The pieces were lowered ; he said, with an oath, " you 
have made a furrow through them." He watdied British field-pie- 
ces, and, when they were about fo fire, we all laid down. One man 
was burned very badly by a cannon cartridge. I knew Putnam soon 
after Lexington battle. 

Col. Wade, of Ipswich, Treasurer of Essex county, Capt. in Lit- 
tle's Regt. " The British field-pieces fired a great deal before small 
arms. I was at the rail fence. I saw Putnam, while we were en- 
gaged with the enemy, riding down Bunker Hill toward the rail 
fence. He was the only officer I saw on horseback. He seemed 
busily engaged bringing on troops. One of our cannon, deserted by 
Callender, was fired a number of times at rail fence very near me ; 
two men in our Regt, Halliday and Dutton, of Newburypoii, fired 
one of the cannon 3 or 4 times and hurraed very loud. On the re-. 
treat, I saw Putnam on Bunker Hiil ; there were intrenching tools 
there, and ho tried to stop our troops to throw up worlis there. 
He said, 'make a bait here, my lads, and we can stop them yet,' " 

Thefollovnng statements were made at Adj. Gen. Sumner's 

John Stevens, Andover, Frye's Regt. went over night. Was in 
the fort. Saw Putnam in the fort before small aims fired ; told 
them, not to fire till they saw the white of their eyes. Threatened 
to kill some who fired too soon. 

Geoboe Leach, Salem, Whitcomb's Regt. Our company detach- 
ed to the hill in the evening. Was at rail fence. Saw Putnam 
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repe.leJly dumj the march to the Hill, nijiog and direclin. ll,o 
Ben where to .tation thomsdve.. In the height of the action! 
f utnam again at the fence encouraging the ir - 



le men. 



David B.™.Fra«,ingban,. Our Captain, afraid to go on, 
b.To'n't'lt,,""'"'^"'""""' ""•"••»"'. ->«™l «. 

Jos. T.i,i, Klleriea, Gardner'. Regt. Putnam ordered them 
to malio a brea.twork on Bunker Hill, which they commenced. A 
snort time afterwards, Putnam came back, and ordered the Col to 
march and take a po.ition. Saw Putnam repeatedlv at the fence 
ouring the action, encouraging the men and officers, calling ont to 
tnoo«eet!to drive the men up, and not let them flinch. Knew 
rutnam well ; for some time one of his guard. 

Before publishing the Steldi, the Author received the fol- 
lowing testimony. 

A Certificate from Tnoius Dav, Est|. Secretary of the Slate of 
Connecticut, that, from the record, of that Slate, it appears. Gen. 
Putnam was m April, 1775, appointed by the General Asseiibly of 
J;onnectic„t, Brigadier-General, Colonel of the second Regt. and 
Capt. of the first company of that regiment. 

, if''",'/''.''°°""'„"' BueksfieM, depo,a before a vtrtrmee- 
t(Me Magutnte, Sam'lF. Sroa,, E.q. whi, eertiie,,wilhun- 
otker pemu, that Jmrdun ^o..es.es an mbUmiihtd char- 
acter : 

J' ?rK 'S''.''. "J" '"™*">«"ls. »"d fought whhin the intrench- 
1 S f .1 1, '"^ possession of our fort ; during which time, 

1 perfectly well remember that Gen. Putnam was iSthe said in- 
trenchmerit [breastwork] very frequently during the engagemeM 

£"°f,° ,1"?°^';:"''',"° '"•'■ "■!• perfectly recSllct,tb.; 
lie was in the fort* when the reinforcement of the British came op. 
wereri™ T" ""."?^ 'S' "'"»"'!* » eome up the Hill, orden 
were given to ns not to fire till we could see the white, of their 

buu'did n ,"1 °'t'f' '?"'»' "•"•"■•'• '~»Gen.P„tn rn- 
feetlv well „ .tT,-" 'T ■ '°'V """ Gen. Putnam's person perl 
tectly well at that time, having frequently seen him before." 
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Col. J. Paoe, of Atkinson, stated before John Vose, Esq. ; 

" Was in the action. Saw Gen. Putnam, before the action com- 
menced, conducting cannon to the fort ; saw him after the firing 
commenced. WeU recollects he thought Putnam did not want 
courage." 

Aailon Smith, Shrewsbury ; statement before S. D. Ward, 
Esq. 

" I assisted in preparing the intrenchment at the rail fence, under 
Putnam's orders ; and was,during the whole battle, at that place. Put- 
nam was active, so far as I saw, in discbarge of bis duty. Though 
J served a considerable length of time, never heard that he was 
chargeable with any misconduct. He appeared to me to have, and I 
always understood he had, the command of the troops." 

EziiA Runnels, Middleborough, deposes before Wilkes 
Wood, Esq. 

" I belonged to Capt. Gridley's artillery company. Went on to 
the Hill witti the company, and 2 small pieces, the evening before 
the battle ; and was at and near the redoubt during the batde, until 
our party retreated. 1 well remember of seeing Gen. Putnam at the 
breastwork during the battle. Before that time, residing in Groton, 
Connecticut, was personally acquainted with him. I repeatedly saw 
him during the action walking upon the breastwork and animating 
the men to exert themselves. Capl. Gridley, having received some 
cartridges which were too large for our pieces, said that nothing 
could be done with them, and left his post, and our company was 
scattered. General Putnam came to one of the pieces, near which I 
stood, and furiously inquired where our officers were ? On being told 
our cartridges were too big, and that the pieces could not bo loaded, 
he swore, and said they could be loaded, taking a cartridge, he broke 
it open, and loaded the pieces with a ladle, which was discharged ; 
and assisted us in loading two or three times in that manner." 

Col. Jos. Wbitmoee, Newburyport, Lieut, in Little's Regt. well 
known as a most respectable witness, a native of Cbarlestown, 
brought up as an apprentice by Richard Devens, Esq. stated before 
a Magistrate, Hon. Ebenezer Mosely. " Weul with part of his com- 
pany down to the left of Redoubt, near some trees which were stand- 
ing, and there received the attack. On the retreat, Col. Whitmore 
was wounded in his thigh. The Col. states, that, at the vei'y moment 
he was wounded. Gen. Warren fell, and was within six feet of him. 
As it respects Gen, Putnam, Col. Whitmore states, that be knew Gen. 
Putnam perfectly well ; that he was well acquainted with him In the 
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went on with his company, and also on the retreat soon alter he was 
T^^:\Z '?h 'f "'?' •?'"■ u "" •"" "»•■ "'■ k»» »g Gen 
rally •Sain?" Gon. Putnam said, « Yes, as soon as w- can are vm 
tvouiided }" > "^^ y**" 

J.n idteT f7' " 1!"',-"" ''"™ y™ "« »n «»"""". y~ 

1.°. , 1'"""' *'"» "" '■"=" '"•■ Ben't fire till yen ,eo the 

tZ tT'L""" /"""■>'"'" "■"" ■■■■ fi'««°"' °f b 

ta L;. ,1L ■il''^''' ?P "'' ■"''' " "»"• y™ k"" done well, 

.." rSTi""' .f-ri Tn'""^' '• S™ "" *>'-«% ™"ow what 
u^rp^ahle wfttn.n *L°r.^S *;i,?er-" ""' 

£;ifs;^'s:ssS;;°i-o'j?s;;;^?^^s 

.arm ackn.wledgntents for the great ohligatlon he wa. nndor^ Col 
Pninam requesting an explanation, hi, faL, said, he had long hee„ 
an inttmate fa.nd of Small, and loved hin, as a brither Thai^ S 
Je enemy were repol.ed from the left and centre where ho wl's the 
firing contianed brisk on the right, to which he rode q„M, ' the 
ShinTh''J"'"""?'°^\ '■'■""■*• »"■' ■'"••de'ring off, Z 
tee S h " "" S'!""!"''?'"^ ''""' «'•«» " '>" breast, ork, 
oesottecl by his men. An Americ.n drew up hb piece to Icel aj 
him ; Putnam pre.ented him, and hallooed aloud to Ao.e near who 

SoSTh'T '°/'t ' i"."™'' «"•' ^'^ ' '"»■' of mine.'' He „s 
obeyed, and Small, thanking him, escaped 

wShW,i°„ ■ '°''?'">""' li"'"'. '»'i»<l Pntnam to meet him. By 
biSf andtif. Yh"" "iT'S, °' ''S'' '*"'■ "^ ™«l"men. for 
municted to Washington, who advised him. as the limes were 
jealous, to say nothing of it. ' 
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Col afterwards Gen. Small, and Governor of the Island of 
Guernsey, declared to Col. Trumbull and Maj. Garaen, at differ- 
ent limes that Gen. Putnam was in this situation, and m this manner 
saved his life. Col. Small stated this as a motive, wh.ch should 
have induced him to attempt, as be afterwards did to save the hie ci 
his friend Warren. He stated to Dr. Jeffries of Boston, a surgeoa 
inthe British army, that, when he entered our redoubt, he saw war- 
ren retiring, and called to him, for God's sake, to stop, and save his 
life. Warren looked and seemed to recognize him, but kep* <;«' ^'^ 
was killed by a ball through his head. These facts Dr. Jeifries re- 
lated to the Author, referring to his journal in confirmation ot 
thera. That Warren fell in this situation we know from Gen. Uear- 
born's statement to Wilkinson, Gen. Winslow, Col. Whitmore, Coi. 
Bridge, Dr. Jeffries, and many others. We learn from the Dr. ana 
Hon. Perez Morton, that he and Small were very intimate. 

Small and Putnam were likewise intimate friends. Gov. Brooks 
informed the author, that when they met at Charlestown, on the ex- 
change of prisoners, tbey ran into each other's arms and kissed each 
othe^ to the great diversion and astonishment of the country people 
of the army. 

SwiUGL Bassett, Stark's Regt. His deposition, lost, was, we 
believe :— His company left Medford later than the rest, was at 
Ploughed hill about | past 2, a little before the fire commenced. 
In about 15 minutes. Gen. Putnam came on the gallop, and said, 
" vip, my brave boys, for God's sake ! we drive them.' 

Dkaco-j Millar, of Charbstown [wo have his written certificate,] 
states, he was in Gardner's Regt. and just over the neck at the loot 
of Bunker Hill when the musketry fire began, and did not see Gen. 
Putnam till he was half way up Bunker Hill, when he ordered them 
to carry on intrenching tools. 

Though this statement can be reconciled with the numerous, 
witnesses, who saw Pulnam at the American line when the 
battle began, supposing, while Millar's Regt. marched up to 
the tools, Putnam left the Unes and rode back to this Regt. 
about i of a mile, the ride of a minute for him, yet Deacon 
Miliar *is mistaken, and did not see Putoam till the action was 
half over. We offer the statement of Mr. Enoch Baldwin, 
of Milton, at Gen. Sumner's ofEce, and more particularly taken 
by his son Aaron Baldwin, Esq. and myself : 

« Was in the same, Gardner's Regt. and serjcant of the leading 
company. Marched to corner of road to Lechmere's Point to a fort 
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th, mi ? J f retreated tlie second time. Near too of 

the H,ll, we found large .taA, of tool,, and took sotne • bat .otLn 
•^commenced, and the Col. said, drop the tool, and pZ,'o„ wZ 
about a rod from the Redoubt, retreat commenced » 

and mTthS'iS'wl,* l'5'a'"= T ?'"'''8 "• ""> '"» "f 'i" "», 
e" .terisi;; flLq" '•' "' '"'■'■'• [■""' <=°'- '■""S -vonnd.' 

they sounded, compared to the cannon, like the cracklins of f«BOte. 

^7;s/ir';^^tSirpS^?"?sS-s3 
I:, «. So d?i,f„°p. '^°'°'° " '■" ■™'" '» ">» '■"I. -^ b."'o"d 

MaJ. Djk'l JioK,o», of Ne»ton, Serjeant then in Foster's artillc 
lerea , — Uunker Hill fieht was this riav Tar.* P^ . ? 
;; was ordered down ; bu! .he;"rntV''r;.'^r 13",^ 



irCrmv'' "Th H ,'?,°"°' " ""■»=KeiH--i'»rwa,da Cap, 
S. -If '■ V|l'"l"'>ll« »«s nearly over when we arrived a 
l,t 0^°"; ""^'•' '"■"k.whenw. were a, P.a.Ws ,1^ 
lion. One of our men was wounded bv a muslet.h.li ™ ,1 !, 



r ..,, ""- » .jcijcdni ju me same Kest. alter) 

..the army. "' The battle was nearly over when we arrived', 
.t 0^°"; ""^'•' '"■"k.whenw. were a. P.ae,.o"'s ,,.- 
Banker SmZ°"° T" """"'I,"'' '■'" ">"><»>-WI on ,op rf 

.S;effom"rraiKT:;r*.rr?.rd'ti™'i;L™ 
rbL".-wS°trr*« "'' " • ""^-■■^ '■^^ •"•i"™ .;; 
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[N. B. There is no difficulty in reconciling the foregoing teali- 
mony, as to Putnam's being at the Breasiwork when the action began 
there, as it did first, and at the rail fence when it commenced 
there, afterward, if they were 40 rods apart ; but if necessary, to 
reconcile witnesses, we may suppose, with Sledman and other high 
authorities, that the rail fence and breastwork approached very near 
each otJier, and were even \a contact. 



The hot fire to the top of Bunker Hill. 

The musketry fire appears sufficiently from tlie evidence imme- 
diately preceding, thougii we have more ; and from Col, Gardner's 
mortal wound from a mnsket-bail, when CapC. Trevett states he was 
beside him, on top of Bunker Hill. We know that British muskets, 
elevated, will carry near a mile, from our own experience ; and, 
from the opinion of Gen. Millar, Gen. Boyd, and Maj. Brooks, the 
distance here was little more than *. 

The formidable cannonade is asserted by Benj'n Butman, Poit- 
master of Dixmont, Araos Foster, before mentioned ; Capt. Trevett 
lost a gun carriage and one of his men by it. Dr. Dexter says, tliis 
fire kept the fop of the Hill clear of troops after 12 o'clock. 



Gen. Putnam's command in ike Battle. 

No orders for the conduct and command of this expedition can be 
found. Gen. Ward's ordeily book is silent in regard to it. They 
must be gathered from circumstantial evidence and parol testi- 
mony. Gen. Putnam's papers were destroyed by his son emigra- 
ting to the western country. The only orderly books I find of his 
troops commenced directly after the battle. 

Putnam, according te the official certificate of Mr. Day, Secretary 
of the State of Connecticut, was appointed Brig. Gen. by that colony 
in April, '75. He came to Cambridge immediately after Lexington 
battle, arth April. '75, Col. Huntington, of the Conn, troops, writes 
Gov. Trumbull, from Cambridge (Mass. Hist. Lib.), « Gen. Ward 
being atRoxbury, Gen. Putnam is Commander in Chief at this 
place." His son, who was then with him, states, he had a separate 
command of 3 Regis, near ihe place where the British landed pre- 
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vioiis to Lexington battle. Maj. Daniel Jackson, the l6. June, '75, 

made the following e.ntry in a journal kept by him at the time ; 

« Gen. Putnam with the army went to intrench on Bunker Hill." 

Capi. Trevett, senior Capt. of artillery, on the day of the battle 
inquired officially of his commanding officer, Maj. Gridley, then in 
command of aU the artillery at Cambridge, and whose father, Col, 
Gridley, was inferior to no one ia the councils of war, " who had 
command of the troops ?" and was informed by him, " Gen. Put- 
nam ;" he observed at the time, " then there is nothing to fear." He 
consequently applied to Gen. Putnam for orders, and received them. 
Doctor Aaron Dexter, in a statement from written memoranda, 
made at the time and preserved by him, says ; That, the day after 
the battle, he was at Gen, Ward's quarters, and was informad by the 
officers there, that Gen. Putnam had command of all the troops 
which were sent down over night, and which might be ordeied theie 
the next dav 

Col Hufflphtevs, m his life of Putnam, sajs, Gen Warren 
wpnt to Bleeds Hill over ni^ht and had the command We 
learn from Col Putnam, that all the biogiaphy of h s father 
during our revolution, was written at Mount Vernon, without any 
communication with Gen Putnam on thp subject, and without his 
knowledge An account of Gen Putnam's, lile, preceding the reso 
lutton, was communicated to Col Humphreys, bv Di Wildo a man 
of genius, who obtained his information from the Gen at Coi 
Humphrevs' lequest 

On the statement of Col. Humphreys, the Rev. Mr. Whitney, in a 
note to his funeral discourse on Gen. Putnam, remarks. « The' true 
« state of the case was this : The detachment was at first put under 
" the command of Gen. Putnam ; with it ho took possession of the 
" Hill, and ordered the battle from the beginning to the end. These 
" facts Gen. Putnam himself gave me soon after the battle, and also 
" repeated them to me after his Life was printed." 

Gen. Putnam made these same declarations to his son. In sup- 
port of his declarations we have his unsuspected honor and scrupu- 
lous religious principles. The Rev. Mr. Mosely states, he was one 
of the main pillars of Mr, Whitney's church ; on account of the 
profanity he had committed during the war, he made a public con- 
fession and humiliation before the whole church and congregation, 
though his pastor deemed it needless. 

The only tittle of evidence we know of, in opposition to this ttisti- 
mony, is, that Col, Scamman published in a newspaper the report of a 
Court Martial, held on him, and to the very unfavorable testimony of 
Col. Whitcomb, as he is called by the Court, (who remark that the 
witnesses call him Gen.) Scamman, undoubtedly, if not, the printer, 
by way of revenge annexes the following " N. B. Coi. Whitcomb 
" acfed as a Gen. Officer, and as there was no Oen. Officer who com- 
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«' mawkd on Butiker Hill, was it not his duty to have been 

It appears from the witnesses in this trial, under oatb, thai Col. 
Scamman, while the battle was going on, sent to Gen. Putnam at 
Bunker Hill to see if be was wanted, (Uia Serjeant swears he was 
thus sent, and it b not denied,) and that the Regt. went to the top 
of Bunker Hill ; " after which Gen. Piitnnm came up and ordered 
" the Regt. to advance, within hearing of Col. Scamraan." 

We can only say, 3000 of our ancestors would never have gone 
out to battle without some one to command the wliole. 

The conduct of Gen. Putnam the night before the battle, and dur- 
ing the engagement, has been sufficiently detailed and proved. 

Note D. 
The number of the British was about 5,000. 
This is stated in the Pennsylvania Packet, July 3d, 75, from a 
number of authorities ; the N. H. Gazette, June 27, '75, from a 
number of authorities. In a letter from Capt. Job Bradford, a near 
" relative of Aldeu Bradford, Esq. 19th June, '75, published in those 
papers, he says : he came out of Boston the 18th, and the Bnlish 
troops, which went over the day of the battle, were 5000. The 
corps of the enemy sent over can't be estimated at less ; ^they can 
be ascertained from various sources, especially De Berniere's plan of 
the battle, of the highest authority. His high standing appears from 
Gen. Gage's employing him, (with another distinguished officer, 
Capt Brown, son-in-law of the patriot James Otis, afterwards woun- 
ded in the battle,) on the dangerous and difficult service of reconnoi- 
tring Suffolk and Worcester counties, preparatory to hostilities. His 
opportunities for g^ning information from the battle ground, and 
other sources, were the best which existed. 

Note E. 
Duration of the Battle an hour and a half or two hours. 
Penn. Packet, June 26, Y5 : " An express says, the battle lasted 
about two hours. This account is from Elijah Hyde, a spectator of 
tlie battle the whole time from Winter Hill." N. H. Gazette, 27. 
June, '75 : " Bore as heavy a fire as was ever known of musketry 
and cannon, for 2 hours." Capt. Mann, 17. June last, states : 
Battle began about 3, and retreat about 5. Gen. Winslow 
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staled, the reiiiforcement arrived ;i titile before 3, [battle began si 
after.] Gov. Brooks met the troo[)a retreating about 5. 



Note F. 
Ao Battery in Mystic River. 

Gov. Brooks ; also Dr. Dexter, who was very advanfai^eously sit- 
uated on Chelsea marshes to view the engagement, is confident of 
this. We might add a multitude of names ; but this point b almost 
the only one on which witnesses disagree, except as to the time of the 
clock when any tiling occurred, in respect to which the mistakes of 
the soldiers are almost ludicrous.* 

There are authorities, perfectly decisive and satisfactory against 
the presence of a battery in the Mystic. In a very valuable worl 
" Detail and Conduct of the American War under Sir Wm. Howe " 
&c. praised in the Monthly Review, and which rapidly passed to 'a 
third edition, it is adduced as gross neglect, in the British commander 
that no such battery was placed there. The same charge is repeat- 
ed in the history of Stedman, a'British officer. There was not any 
or the Mass. Cong, would have mentioned it, in their official account' 
The mistake arose from the profusion of balls which flew in so many 
directions, and from a floating battery's going up the river directly af- 
ter the battle. ■' 

Note G. 
Cannon were employed a great deal on both sides. 
Although this has been formally denied, it would be as ridiculous 
gravely to prove a fact so notorious, by accumulating the vast mass 
of uniform testimony on this point, as to show that the breastwork did 
not point up toward Cambridge, but ran down toward the Mystic 
We might dwell on the emphatic declarations in tlie official accounts 
ol both belligerents, the indisputable testimony of De Berniere, Sted- 
man, and the mass of evidence preceding ; we merely add, Capt. Ford 
himself stated to Professor Stearns of the University, that Putnam 
gave him orders concerning Callender's cannon ; his men carried them 
to the rail fence ; and that he fired one of thoui a number of limes 
himself. 
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Gen. Winslow stated to me, he was informed by the British ofli- 
cers that the mistake as to the oversized cannon balls was rectified, 
and a new supply sent over before the engagement. From subset 
quent evidence, however, it appears that they were not there in sea- 
son to he employed on the first attack. 

Dr. Jeffries informed me, that the mistake in sending over cartridges 
too large for the British cannon was committed by a young son of 
Master LoveU, who received his appointment in the ordnance de- 
partment from old Gleneral Cleveland the head of it, who was in love 
with his sister. This mistake perhaps, which rendered the first at- 
tack by their field pieces faint, was decisive of our success on their 
two first attacks, and secured to us all the advantages of a victory 
throughout the engagement. The very authentic and satisfactory 
work we quoted above, "the Conduct of the War by Gen, Howe, 
&c." observes on this subject, " The wretched blunder of oversized 
" balls came from the dotage of an officer of rank in that corps, who 
" spends all his time with the schoolmastef 's daughters. God knows 
"he isold enough; he is no Samson, yet he must have his Dalilah." 

Note H. 

We related in the first edition of our Sketch, a remarkable anec- 
dote of a Clergyman, who was on the battle-ground at Bunker Hill, 
and extremely desirous of saying prayers over the body of Asa Pol- 
lard, the first victim who fell. We did so on the authority of Col, 
Prescott himself, and one of his Capts. as reported to us by Hon. 
Wm, Prescott, of Boston, the only son of Col. Prescott, and who has 
ever worthily supported the honour of his name. To those, who 
have taken trouble to peruse the newspapers of that period, it is per- 
fectly well known, that the Clergyman, who was present and highly 
distinguished himself in Bunker hill battle, by valiantly fighting the 
foe, was the Rev. John iVlartin,* He was justly rewarded for his gal- 
lantry by a chaplaincy in a Bliode Island Regt. ; and soon after the 
battle he preached a discourse from the following very appropriate 
text. Neh. 4. 1-1. " And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
" and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them : remember 
" the Lord which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 
"your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses." This 
text and chapter were selected with peculiar happiness for the oc- 
casion, and the application was peculiarly congenial with the taste of 
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CHARLESTOWN, June 24th, 1850. 
Dear Sir, — 

It givBs me equal pleasure and lienor lo be oppolnled lo communicate in j-ou die acconi 
panyiog vote, and I hope h viili be agreeable to jou lo comply with the unanimous wish c 
the Committee. I am. Sir, with great respect, 



llin. I 



D EvEi 



G. WASHINGTON WARREN, 



At a meeting of tlie Committee of Arrangement! for the celehtalioii of the Sevenij-Fifib 
Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill, held on Hie E2d Instant, it was 

Voted, That die Uiaiiks of the Bunker HUl Monument Association, and of the City of 
Chartestown, be presented lo the Honorable Edward Evekktt, for the able, eloquent, 
and appropriate Oraiion, so impressively delivered by him before die la^sl assembly which 
was ever convened in any building in this country )• and thai be be requested to furnish lo 

■" ■- sr that the patriotic seii^ments it contains 

Drial of the appreciation, 



the Committee a copy of it for public; 

may be preserved and iransmitled in a durable fom 

by the present age, of the importance of the t 

Wn. W. Whbildon, Secretary. 
Charleslown, June S*, 1850. 



G, WASHINGTON WARREN, 

Chairmim of Commiilee, 



Dear Sir,— 

I beg lo acknoivledge die receipt of joui 



CAIHBRIDGE, 25th June, I851t. 



_ islerday, transmitting Ihe vote of iho 
.-uui.i.a.cB Di arrangcmenls for the celebration of the Sevenly-Fifth Anniversary of dH 
Batde of Bunker Hill. I am highly gratiaed by the favorable opinion entertained by the 
Bunker Hill Monument AssociadoE and the City of Charlestown ef die Oration delivered bj 
me, under their auspices, on this interesting occasion ) and I shall have much pleasure, in 
complimice with Ihcir request, in furnishing a copy for publicalion. 
I remain. Dear Sir, 

With great respect, 

Failhfidly yours, 

EDWARD EVERETT. 
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ORATION. 



When I contemplate the objects around me ; when I 
reflect upon the spot, the scene, and the circumstances 
of the occasion ; ivhen I consider how much of what we 
ivitness and experience of the prosperity of our common 
country, is, in the great connection of cause and effect, 
due to the men and the deed which we commemorate 
this day, I cannot but call to mind the epitaph of the 
architect of St Paul's, at London: If yon seek for a 
monument look around you. Wp have indeed erected a 
monument on the hill before us ; destined, as we trust, 
to last as long as any fabric of human hands shall 
endure. No ordinaiy violence on the part of man will 
shake the solid column. The storms of a thousand 
winters will beat upon it in vain ; the earthquake and 
the lightning alone can lay it low. But while this noble 
monument, firm as the patriotism and courage of the 
men to whom it is consecrated, shall forever mark upon 
yonder hill the very spot where they deserved well of 
their country, I behold before us and around us, wher- 
ever we move and whatever we look upon, monuments 
not less expressive to their achievements and their sacii- 
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fices, their principles and their characters. It is all the 
fruit of their counsels — the work of their hands — the 
price of their blood. 

The roof that shelters us, beneath which are com- 
pacted some of those floating castles, on which you, sir, 
(Commodore Downes,) and your brave associates, have 
borne the naval thunders of America to the farthest 
seas, does it not, hung as it is with the banners of 
every aiation, and none more honored than our own, 
remind us of that tremendous day, when, beneath a 
summer's sun and a canopy of smoke and flame from 
the blazing dwellings of Cbarlestown, our fathers, (with- 
out a friend at that time among the nations of the earth,) 
stood for thirteen hours the shock of the unequal con- 
test 1 The formidable park of artillery, tier within tier, 
which we passed as we came to this building, how does 
it not contrast with the six poor fleldpieces, for the most 
part miserably served and soon abandoned, of the 17th 
June ; — the noble ships, now dismantled, but ready at 
the first call of duty to clothe themselves anew with 
the bravery and the terrors of war, — one of them bear- 
ing the name of a mighty state (the Ohio) of two mil- 
lions of souls, in which, when the battle of Bunker Hill 
was fought, the smoke of a white man's cabin had never 
curled on the breeze, — a ship which has just returned 
from her cruise along those golden shores of the Pacific, 
which have lately been added to our great republican 
empire; — the very spot beneath our feet, near which 
the royal army landed on the 17th June, 1775 ; — I say, 
fellow-citizens, do not these objects, each and all, con- 
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men 



stitute a most expressiye monument to the great 

of that (lay? The successful termination of the war of 
independence is an abiding consequence of their courage 
and fortitude. The purity of purpose, the eleyation of 
principle, the passion for rational freedom, with which 
they engaged in the revolution, laid the deep founda- 
tions of all our subsequent prosperity ; of our growth 
in peace and our success in war. It is these which 
have given us the Union and the Constitution; which 
have sowed our almost bomidless domains with cities 
and viUages, and swarming millions; and stretched a 
belt of rismg republics, in the life-time of man, from 
the Atlantic to the Paciiic. 

Friends and fellow-citizens ; it was among the original 
objects for which the Bunker Hill Monument Associa- 
tion was formed, to perpetuate, by stated celebrations, 
the glorious memory of the 17th of June, 1775. Its 
first purpose, of course, was to erect an imperishable 
landmark on the spot itself; to take a bond of time and 
the vicissitudes of human thmgs, that they should never 
allow its sacred enclosure to be mistaken or encroached 
upon ; to present a visible symbol to the latest posterity 
of the veneration with which Americans must ever re- 
gard the spot. But it was another object of the asso- 
ciation, announced among its earliest proceedings, — as 
you, sir, (Hon. T. H. Perkins,) are well aware, for you 
were among its earliest promoters and otficers, — to pro- 
vide for the stated commemoration of the battle. We 
borrowed the form of the monument from the structures 
of ancient Egypt, but while it will stand, as we trust, 
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for ages, as they have stood, we would not have our 
monument to stand like the obelisks and pyramids, a 
silent mystery to the successive generations that gaze 
upon them, ignorant in what age of forgotten antiquity, 
by whose command, or for what purpose they were 
erected. We wish that, from time to time, there should 
go forth a faithful record of the glorious event, and of 
the all-important principles to which the monument is 
consecrated ; that the traditions of this gi-eat act in the 
revolutionary drama should be kept in fresh remem- 
brance ; and while the majestic shaft itself, from the 
clouds to which it towers, shall address its solemn elo- 
quence to the eye, that the pen and voice, to the end of 
time, should interpret its illustrious significance to the 
understanding and the heart. 

But when I consider, fellow-citizens, that but seven 
years have elapsed since you were addressed on the sum- 
mit of Bunker Hill, on occasion of the completion of 
the monument, by the great master of American elo- 
quence, and that many present must freshly recollect 
that matchless strain to which they listened, from the 
same lips, on this day twenty-five years ago, I feci how 
.hopeless is the task I have undertaken. What can I 
■attempt to say to you, on this great theme, which was 
not said on those occasions, in a manner which leaves 
.nothing to be amended and nothing to be added ^ Even 
if I should confine myself to a simple narrative of the 
events of the day, they have been so frequently re- 
hearsed by writers and speakers of great ability, that I 
should deem it vain to seek for additional facts, or to 
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give to those already known an air of noyelty. Every 
publislied account from autlientic sources has been cai'e- 
fullycompai-ed; tho recollections of the surriTing eye- 
witnesses in 1825 were diligently taken down at that 
time ; and many letters wi-itten shortly after the battle, 
by those who bore a part in it, have at different periods 
been brought to light SeTeral such, of great interest, 
are contained in the valuable work of Mr Frothingham, 
of this place, lately published. Among these is one of 
extreme interest from Colonel Prescott himself, written 
but a few weeks after the battle, to John Adams, then 
a member of the Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 
But even this account of tho battle of Bunker Hill, 
from the pen of Prescott, throws no new Hght upon the 
mam event, although it proves conclusively, what no 
man doubted, that the modesty of this sterling patriot 
iras not less remarkable than his heroism.* 

As far as the narrative of events is concerned, the 
battle of Bunker Hill must now be committed to the 
classical historians of the country, to take its fitting 
place on one of the brightest pages of our annals. To 
the vigorous and brmiant pen of Bancroft, which has 
already recorded the settlement and colonization of the 
United Stales, and to the accurate and phUosophical 
research of Sparks, to which we are indebted for the 
hves of Washington and Franklin, and the standard 
editions of their works, we can safely leave the great 
event of this day, to find its per-manent record in those 

- Frahi,gb.m'! Hi.l.,,of«, s»|it rfBo,i„,,„„!,f ,i„ b„0„ of L„i,,,„„ Co.. 
oonl. 3m! Bunker HiJl. Appendix, p. 395. ' 
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histories of the revolution which they permit us to ex- 
pect from them. There is another American historian, 
whose name rises spontaneously to my lips as I stand 
at the foot of Bunker Hill. Had he not achieved the 
highest reputation for himself and reflected the greatest 
honor upon his country, by his admirahle works on sub- 
jects of more remote and even foreign interest, we could 
almost wish that he too had selected a topic which 
would have given us a description of the battle of 
Bunker Hill from the pen of Prescott ; that the courage 
and conduct on which the cause of America reposed on 
this day of her great peril might have been illustrated 
by a historian of kindi-ed blood. 

The importance of the battle of Bunker Hill rests 
mainly on its consequences. Its influence on the suc- 
cess of the revolution lifts it up from the level of vulgar 
gladiatorial contests, and gives it a place among those 
few momentous appeals to arms, which have influenced 
the cause of liberty and the condition of man for ages. 
But even in itself considered, I know not what element 
of stirring interest is wanting, to make it one of the most 
extraordinary events in history. Need I remind you of 
the solemn parade on Cambridge Common, at the close 
of the day on the 16th of June ; — the blessing invoked 
by the President of the University on the yet unan- 
nounced expedition; the silent and thoughtful march 
of the column under the veteran Prescott, preceded by 
sergeants with dark lanterns ;— the lines marked out by 
Gridley, the same who at Louisburg, at the third trial, 
threw a shell into the citadel, and who drew the only 
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two fieldpieces used at tlio fall of Quebec up the heights 
of Abraham ; — the midnight toil in the trenches ; — the 
cry of the sentinel, « all's well," heard from the British 
ships moored between Boston and Charlestown, by Colo- 
nel Prescott and Major Brooks, as, twice in the course 
of that short and anxious night, they went down to 
the water's side. The day dawns and the fire of the 
" Lively" opens on the redoubt. The garrison in Boston, 
the American encampments, the surrounding countrj- 
start at the sound. As the morning advances, every roof, 
steeple, tree, and hill top, that commands the scene, is 
alive -with expectation. At noon, the British troops 
cross in twenty-eight barges fi-om Long "Wharf and the 
North Battery in Boston ; and as they move, the rays 
of a meridian summer's sun are reflected from burnished 
arms, gay uniforms, and the sparkling waters. A sharp 
fire from Copp's Hill, the ships of war, and the floating 
batteries, sweeps across Charlestown to cover the de- 
barkation. 

They land at or near this spot, then called Mouitou's 
Point, and lying in a state of nature. The hostile force 
consists of regiments that have won laurels at Dettingen 
and Minden, led by chiefs who have been trained in all 
the wars of Europe. It is soon perceived that the balls 
brought over ai-e too large for the fieldpieces. Sir Wil- 
Kam Howe, the commander-in-chief, having reconnoitred 
the American lines and formed an exaggerated opinion 
of their strength and of the reenforcements which were 
seen to arrive from Medford, sends over to Boston for 
more troops. In the interval, his army, awaiting the 
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arrival of tlie reenforcements, makes a leisurely meal 
from the contents of their knapsacks. 

Far different was the condition of the Americans who 
had now toiled in throwing up the entrenchments fi-om 
midnight, without repose, without adequate supplies, 
without relief, under an incessant cannonade, — harrass- 
ing though not destmctive, — beneath a summer's sun. 
They occupied the redoubt, — the spot on which the 
monument is built, — and a breastwork leading from 
it, — on the northerly slope of the hill, of which the 
traces still remain. About the time when the British 
array landed, the regiments under Stark and Eeed ar- 
rived from Medford. Stark had marched at a leisurely 
pace over the Neck, beneath the fire of the floating bat- 
teries, because one fresh man in action (according to the 
observation of Stark, as repoiied by General Dearborn 
to whom it was addressed,) was better than ten who are 
exhausted. At this time, also, Warren arrived at the 
lines, and, without assuming his command as major gen- 
eral, acted to the last as a volunteer. Putnam, the only 
mounted officer in the field, passed between Charlestown 
and head quarters more than once in the course of the 
day to hasten the reenforcements. 

At three o'clock the battle began. The British force, 
in two principal columns, moved forward to the attack. 
The right, under the command of Howe, was directed 
against a position which had been taken up on the 
Mystic River by the Connecticut men under Knowlton, 
detached from the redoubt and supported by Stark's and 
Eeed's reinforcement ; the left was led by Pigot directly 
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against the redoubt. The artillery, from Oopp's Hill, 
the ships of war, and the floating batteries, redoubled its 
fire ; and as the hostile troops moved slowly up the hill, 
tlley halted at inteiTals to give their fieldpieces an op- 
portunity to make an impression on the American lines. 
The American force counted unmoved these fearful pul- 
sations of the battle. Their own artillery was of the 
most inefficient description and for the most part feebly 
served. The men were ordered by their officers,— both 
in the redoubt and along the lines, — to reserve their fire 
till the enemy was near at hand, when it was deliv- 
ered with such fatal eflect, that after a few moments' 
gallant resistance, he retreated to the foot of the hilL 
Such was the result of the first attack, both at the 
redoubt and breastwork, and at the raU fence. 

A brief pause succeeds, and the enemy rallies to a 
second attaclc. Again his forces move in two divisions. 
The Americans, gaining confidence from their first suc- 
cess, resen-e their fire with still greater coolness than 
before, and until the hostile force is within six or eight 
rods. It was then given with proportionably greater 
ofi'ect. It was vigorously returned from the veteran 
ranks of the enemy ; but, after a brief struggle between 
discipline and courage on the one side and the unerring 
aim of the American musket sped with equal steadiness 
on the other, the royal troops are again compelled to 
retreat to the foot of the hill, and some of the men even 
take shelter in the boats. 

Thus far the important day had gone with the Amer- 
icans, notwithstanding the unfavorable circumstances 
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under wliich they had contended, the wearmess of the 
sleepless night and of eighteen hours' continuous march, 
toil, suspense, and conflict ; with no refreshment beyond 
the scanty supply brought with them ; and no efficient 
relief. Had they been adequately supported and reen- 
forced, they would no doubt have crowned an heroic de- 
fence by a final and complete victory. But the decisive 
struggle in the redoubt and at the breastwork remained 
to be made by those who had borne the heat and burden 
of the day, — whose ammunition was now nearly gone, — 
their numbers greatly reduced, — thcu- strength ex- 
hausted. 

Under these circumstances the last great effort was 
made by the enemy. His forces are rallied with some 
difficulty for another attack. New reinforcements arc 
brought over from Boston, and Sir Henry Clinton, an 
officer of great skill and gallantry, crosses with them as 
a volunteer, and renders the most important services, in 
leading up the men once more to action. Every thing 
is disposed for a final and desperate effort. A demon- 
stration only is made against the rail-fence, and the en- 
tire force of the movement is directed against the redoubt 
and breastwork. As the British army advances, Charles- 
town is fired by shells from the opposite batteries in 
Boston. The flames catch from building to building, 
till the whole town is on fire. The British field-train 
forces its way through the undefended opening between 
the rail-fence and the breastwork, so as to command the 
interior of the redoubt. The royal ti-oops, advancing in 
one column, reserve their fire tUl they reach the en- 
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trenchment ; and while the conflagration of three or four 
hundred buildings throws a broad sheet of smoke and 
flames across the sky, the redoubt is forced at the point 
of the bayonet. Few of the American guns are furnished 
with that weapon. Prescott defends himself with his 
sword against an assault with the bayonet, which passes 
more than once through his coat ; the hostile force out- 
numbers the Americans in the redoubt, by more than 
ten to one, probably in twice that proportion ; and a re- 
luctant order is given to retreat. Among the last to quit 
the redoubt was the lion-hearted AVarren, and the first 
steps of the pursuer were over his dead body. Ages to 
come will weep tears of admiration on the stone, which 
marks the spot where he fell. Putnam attempted a rally 
on 13unker Hill, (properly so called,) but without suc- 
cess. The power of physical endurance was exhausted. 
No attempt at pursuit was made by the royal commander. 
Sir Henry Clinton strongly urged that the dear-bought 
advantages of the day should be followed up, but Howe, 
with greater prudence, was well content with the posses- 
sion of the field of battle. 

The losses of the two parties attest the severity of this 
great day. On the royal side, the official report acknowl- 
edges the loss of one thousand and fifty-four killed and 
wounded ; a greater number than the entire amount of 
Prescott's detachment. On the American side, according 
to the official account, one hundred and fifteen were 
killed, three hundred and five were wounded, and thirty 
were made pi-isoners; in all four hundred and fifty, 
a greater loss than that of the Grecians at Marathon or 
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Platea, or of C^sar at Pharsalia. If General Gage's 
loose statement of the number of his troops in action is 
correct, one-half of his troops were killed or ivounded.* 
He entrenched himself the next day on Breed's and 
Bunker Hi]l, and from these positions, so long as the 
royal army remained in Boston, it never attempted to 
advance a foot into the country. 

A letter written a week afterwards, by General Bur- 
goyne, gives a graphic and animated picture of the bat- 
tle, which he witnessed from Copp's Hill. Among the 
traits with which he heightens the effect of the scene, he 
mentions the reflection in the mind of the spectator, that 
" defeat was a final loss of the Biitish empire in Amer- 
ica." It has been debated, whether the result of the day 
is, upon the whole, to be accounted a victory or a defeat 
to the British arms. If we are pennitted to apply Gen- 
eral Burgoyne's criterion, we may refer to history for the 
settlement of that controversy. 

Such was our battle of Marathon ; and not more deci- 
sively did that contest affect the fortunes of Greece, than 
the character of our revolutionary war was affected by 
the battle of Bunker HiU. It put the final seal to that 
trial of temper and courage, which conmienced on the 
19th of April. Victory or defeat, "it was the final loss 
of the British empire >a America." 

The light in wlrich the population of the colonies now 
stood before the world, was novel and luiexpected. It 

" General Gage says, " The whole, when in conjuncuon, making a body of somelhing 
above two Ihousand men." Bui this slalement h tettainlj far too low. Col. Swfit ob- 
been in the action] were but half full, Ihere were 
lory of BimJter Hill BtiUk, td ed., p. 26. 
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was the result of a train of circumstances in their earlier 
history, providentially calculated to form them for a 
great crisis. They were, in their chief pursuits and char- 
acter, an unmilitary population. The profession of ai-ms 
was unknown to them. The learned professions were 
well filled m all parts of the country, but the people 
were mainly farmers m the north, and planters in the 
south. There were merchants and artisans in the cities, 
mariners and fishermen on the seaboard; and far in the 
interior a hardy race of pioneers— inured to the perils of 
border life, half husbandman and half hunter. Soldiers, 
properly so called, there were nowhere ; but everywhere 
men familiar with the use of anns. In time of war large 
provmcial forces were levied, which often rendered the 
most essential services ; and the rangers, especially, who 
were recruited for the most part on the frontier, proved 
themselves at all times the terror of the Canadian and 
savage foe. In this way it was, that among a population 
essentially unwarHke, to which the usual temptations of 
the militaiy career were almost wholly unknown, there 
had been foi-med a school of skilful and mtrepid officers, 
and no small amount of mihtary experience had been ac- 
quired on the part of the people. 

Still, however, it is a marked character of the revolu- 
tionary contest, that its military leaders, as a class, were 
strangers to military ambition. They were mostly like 
the citizen-soldiers of ancient Home, in her uncomipted 
days ; and hke them, in more than one instance, they left 
the plough and the other pursuits of civil life for the 
field. One chief ground on which the American revolu- 
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tion will command the sympathy of ages, is the unsus- 
pected dismterestedness of its military leaders, and the 
patriotic spirit of its armies. Marathon itself sheds no 
glory on the dishonored end of Miltiades and Themisto- 
cles. If the patriots of '75 could have hcen plausibly 
suspected of selfish motives ; if it could have hcen insin- 
uated with any show of reason, that Washington was 
ambitious of commanding an army, that the FrankUns 
and Adamses, the Henrys and the Jeffcrsons were actu- 
ated by a craving for the honors and emoluments to be 
expected under the new government, I hesitate not to 
say that the taint of selfishness would have poisoned the 
revolution. It would have stripped it not merely of its 
moral grandeur and beauty, but of its political power. 
But Dr Johnson's notion, that it might be the purpose 
of the Congress at Philadelphia, " to encircle with a dia- 
dem the brows of Mr Gushing," scarcely moves a smile. 
Such a suggestion as that Warren, and Putnam, and 
Prescott were carried to the summit of yonder hill by 
the hope of militaiy advancement, or the prospect of the 
spoils of profitable war, would be regarded less as a cal- 
umny than as an absurdity. No one would stoop to re- 
fute it. It would make as deep an impression on their 
pure fame, as the breath of a summer evening makes 
upon the eternal granite which commemorates their pat- 
riotism. 

If the leaders of the revolution were free from the mil- 
itary passion, not less was this the case with the mass of 
the people. Events had made them familiar with the ef- 
forts, the exposures, and the vicissitudes of war, — and, as 
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I have just observed, large colonial levies were made from 
time to time ;— but the population remained strangers to 
what may be called in this connection the trade of ai-ms. 
In no part of the Anglo-Saxon race was the aversion to 
standing armies in time of peace, a more deeply seated 
idea. It was among the grievances alleged in the Decla- 
ration of Independence. A royal garrison was to the 
eyes of our fathers a visible instrument of oppressive 
power. Even in the first months of the war, and when 
the safety of America depended, in a great degree, on the 
spirit of the ai-my, there was an active jealousy of mili- 
tary inSuonce. The recent accounts from France, inform 
us that the ballot-box at the elections is sent round to 
the quarters of the immense standing army which garri- 
sons Paris, and it has even happened that a subaltern 
officer, undor discipline for insubordination, has been 
sent, by the suffrages of his sjmpathising comrades, from 
the guard-house to the national assembly In a contem- 
porary account of the first months of the revolution in 
this country, we read* that a company of the militia, in 
one of the neighboring towns, had gone in a body to the 
polls, in the summer of '75. They were denied the priv- 
ilege of voting tor a member of the house of representa- 
tives, by a resolution of the town, passed on the spot, 
"that no man should be allowed to vote who was m the 
army." 

But why do I dwell on these cold generalities '. What 
does history record more beautiful than the self-denial of 
Warren, waivmg the command of the day, which be- 

* Mrs. Adams's Leuers, vol. I, p. 55. 
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longed to Ms rank, — renouncing the honor of leading its 
heroic resistance, — accepting nothing but its terrors and 
its fate ? What more sublime than Washington's resigna- 
tion of the dictatorship, (for such it was,) which he had 
acquired ahke in the affections of the army and the peo- 
ple 1 The man who can read the closing scene at An- 
napolis without tears, does not deserve his freedom. The 
diffidence with which Washington accepted that commis- 
sion, which was drawn up this very day seventy-five 
years ago, and the heartfelt joy with which he laid it 
down, will endear him to millions who do not give 
their hearts to mere mihtary fame. They have estab- 
lished a standard of character for the patriotic American 
chieftain. They will be remembered when Trenton and 
Yorktown are forgotten. That sword, sheathed when it 
might have been exchanged for a sceptre, will yet, un- 
seen but victorious, fight the battles of nations strug- 
gling for freedom in other regions and other ages. Yes, 
a character like this is a dispensation of public virtue. 
Already canonized in Christendom, the name of Wash- 
ington is penetrating the remotest east. It is aifecting 
the public mind in regions the least susceptible of for- 
eign impressions. I have within a few days seen an ex- 
tract from a work on the geography and history of foreign 
■countries, written by the Lieutenant Governor of the 
province of Fokien, in China, in which the warmest and 
most discriminating praise is bestowed on Washington.* 
In erecting the Bunker Hill Monument, we have en- 
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tertained no fears, tiat the final result to which, it is con- 
secrated would disappoint the hopes of the world. On 
the contrary, as we look back over the period which has 
elapsed since the eventful day, we find in almost every 
year and in almost every country, some new proof that 
the American revolution may be regarded as the com- 
mencement of a new and better order of things ; some 
new development and illustration of the magnitude and 
fruitfulness of the cause to which the men of the 17th of 
June devoted themselves. The success of that cause is 
entitled in all respects to be regarded as a mighty step 
forivard in the march of humanity; an all-important por- 
tion of that great plan which regulates the fortunes of 
our race. 

To unfold this plan in all its parts, is beyond our 
power; — the traces of its existence often wholly escape 
om- short-sighted discernment; nor is it probable that 
in any part we sound the depths of its wisdom or benev- 
olence. We can, however, in many important respects, 
follow out the natural, intellectual, and moral continuity 
of the race. Physical descent, language, intellectual con- 
ceptions, and moral sentiments suivive the shock of em- 
pires, and the lapse of time. The substance remains, 
though the form is changed ; as the circulating gold of 
Justinian and Csesar, of Alexander and Darius, — coined 
and recomed a hundred times, — still serves the purposes 
of modem society. The image and superscription are al- 
tered, but the metal, — and I am sorry to say too often 
the uses to which it is put,— are the same now, that 
they were two thousand years ago. 
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In this persistent plan of Providence, no one can, I 
think, mistake the traces of a steady improvement of our 
race ; varied by an endless play of vicissitudes, — of ac- 
tion and reaction, of progress and relapse ; but with an 
advancement upon the vrhole toward freedom, truth, and 
happiness. In each great period of the world's history, 
there seems some dominant principle of action. What 
may have happened in the mighty East, when the buried 
halls of Nimroud were filled with living and active men, 
and the marble pageantry disinterred at Nineveh was a 
part of the gorgeous business of real life; what was 
done for humanity in that mysterious region, from which 
we have borrowed the form of our monument, we shall 
better know, when the patient toils of modern research 
shall have more effectually penetrated the secrets of 
thirty centuries. But in Greece and in Rome, which 
(with the exception of what pertains to our religion) 
make up so much of what we call antiquity, it is impos- 
sible not to perceive that, with all their struggles toward 
a purer civilization, the sword and the sceptre, — military 
power and political control, — governed the world. As 
these passed from region to region and fi-om hand to 
hand, they seemed to carry with them the destinies of 
the human race. The battle of Salamis, the conquests 
of Alexander, the defeat of Pompey, — the Grecian phar 
lanx and the Roman pike, — settled tlie fate of mankind. 

Founded upon physical force, — partially enlightened 
by an intellectual culture, which, though exquisitely re- 
fined, took but little hold of the general mind, and, what 
is far more important, was almost wholly destitute of 
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spiritual Titalit}-,— the ancient civilization perished at 
length by the agency through which it had grown. 
Force was subdued by force. From the unexplored des- 
erts of northern Europe and Asia, a succession of bar- 
barous tribes was poured down for fifteen hundred years 
on the degenerate south, till the last remnant of the 
ancient world fell before the last irruption of Asiatic 
barbarity, at the capture of Constantinople by the Turks, 
in the middle of the 16th century. 

Here we may place a distinct epoch in the contmuous 
history of our race; the end of the old world and the 
beginnmg of the new ;-not sharply defined but gradu- 
ally commingling, (he former fading away as the latter 
brightens hrto bemg. Henceforward, more physical force 
ceases so much to control the world ; and physical power 
itself parts with its character of brute yiolence, and allies 
itself with arts, with science, with letters, with opinions, 
and morals. While darkness still brooded oyer modia!-' 
val Europe, a discoTery was made by the rude chemistry 
of the day, (I allude of course to the mventiou of gun- 
powder) which entirely changed the nature of military 
operations, greatly reduced the sphere of physical force, 
and essentially contributed to put an end to private war', 
one of the chief scourges of the middle ages. Another 
gr-eat secret disclosed by experimental science,— the po- 
larity of the magnet,— oTeutually effected a reTolution 
in the commerce of the world The Turkish conquest, 
though it trampled down the last remnants of learnmg 
m its native scats, sent out hundreds of learned men to 
the west of Europe, and with them the knowledge of 
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the ancient Grecian literature. The invention of Print- 
ing effected a combination of intellectual and mechanical 
agency, powerful beyond everything the world had yet 
imagined; and at this most important juncture, Colum- 
bus solved the greatest problem of the physical creation, 
by the discovery of a new world. 

From this time forward, a new influence is at work, 
and new tendencies disclose themselves at home and 
abroad. By the new and powerful agencies to which we 
have alluded, a rapid progress of re-organization goes on 
in Europe. Society is built up from the ruins of the 
dark ages. The family of states is enlarged, laws and 
constitutions acquire a recognized power beyond the will 
of the sovereign ; social life ventures out of the walled 
towns as property becomes secure ; and in the more ad- 
vanced states of Europe, especially in England, the peo- 
ple begin to be a substantial rcaUty in the political sys- 
tem. This was greatly promoted by the struggles for re- 
ligious freedom. The spirit of the reformation moved 
upon the face of the waters, and light, and order, and 
liberty rose from the political and social chaos. 

But the settlement and colonization of America, — this 
mighty extension of the domain of civilization, — this 
transmission of the culture of the old world to regions 
lying in a state of nature, under the happiest auspices 
for needed reformation and further progress, — ^was the 
important work to be achieved in the new order of 
things. It would require a space greatly beyond the 
limits of the present occasion, and involve a reference to 
some of the most perplexing questions of civil polity, to 
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sketch even the outlines of the history of the measures 
uudortakon to accomplish this end. I yidU only observe 
that it was attempted by Spain and Portugal on the one 
hand ; by England, and, to a very Ihnitcd degree, by Hoi- 
land and Sweden on the other. The Catholic powers, of 
Latm origin, occupied the southern continent, Mexico, 
and Florida. The Protestantism of the Anglo-Saxon 
states toot possession of the North. The former estab- 
lished a vast governmental monopoly of the precious 
metals and the commerce of the East; by the latter the 
work was left to private adventure, feebly protected by 
the state; and, as far as New England is concerned, 
prompted and cheered by a glowing zeal for religious 
liberty. France preceded England in the occupation of 
North America. With one foot at the mouth of the 
Mississippi, and the other on the gulf of the St. Law- 
rence, and a line of posts along the lakes, she rendered it 
doubtful for two centuries to whom North America 
would belong, or in what proportions it should be divid- 
ed between the two great schools of European civiliza- 
tion. But England had planted a belt of brave and res- 
olute colonists along the Atlantic coast; no rays of royal 
favor beamed upon the hardy germ; it grew up unpro- 
tected, despised, scarcely heard of m the great world of 
European politics, till it overshadowed the land. As we 
look back, by tho hghts of experience, on the events of 
our early history, the occupation of the interior of our 
contment by Prance seems to have served no other pur- 
pose than to bmd together tho EngKsh colonies, in their 
infancy and youth, by a sense of common danger, and 
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the principle of repulsion to a foreign nationality. I 
know not that history affords a more memorable lesson 
than is contained in the fact, that when England con- 
quered the French colonies in America, she did bnt ex- 
change them for her own. This result, foretold by 
Montcalm himself, received its memorable confirmation 
on the summit of Bunker Hill, when Putnam, and Prea- 
cott, and Pomroy, and Gridley, and Stark, veterans of 
the seven years' war, showed themselves apt pupils of 
the great school of Anglo-vSaxon courage and discipline. 
The men who, led by a spirit of loyalty alone, had fol- 
lowed the British banner to Martinico and Cuba, to 
Louisburg and Quebec, whose blood had stirred at the 
blast of the British trumpet, by the lonely waters of On- 
tario and the silent banks of the St Lawrence, were not 
likely to quail, when they struck for the liberties of their 
country, in the bosom of home; at this grand altar, 
which rose up in the very heart of New Englaird ; in 
the presence of the anxious thousands of kindred spec- 
tators, who looked on from every eminence in the neigh- 
borhood. The battery on Copp's Hill did not terrify 
them ; it was planted over the graves of four generations 
of an indomitable and patriotic ancestry. As General 
Gage stood upon the summit of that hill on the morning 
of the 17th, surveying the redoubt through his glass, he 
pointed to Prescott, who, to encourage his men, was 
moving about on the top of the glacis, under the fire of 
the ships of war and the batteries, and he inquired of 
Col. WiUard, one of his council, who stood near him, 
who it was ^ WiUard replied that it was his brother-in- 
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law, Col. Prcscott. "Will he fight?" asked the Gov- 
ernor. "Yes, sir," said Willard, "to the last drop of his 
blood; but I cannot answer for his men." The men, 
however, in the course of the day ans\vercd for them- 
selves. 

And who will deny that the cause in which they per- 
illed, and some of them sacrificed, their lives— the great 
cause of the American revolution, was worthy of its 
cost,— "the most important event perhaps," says Lord 
Brougham,* "in the history of our species;" a mighty 
drama in human affairs ? 

I. The first great act of this drama was the struggle 
for constitutional rights, carried on almost from the set- 
tlement of the country. The several colonies complamed 
of grievances, some general and some local, some im- 
portant and some trifling, almost from their origm. 
These grievances were partly inherent m the nature of 
colonial government, pai-tly owing to the mistaken policy 
of times and of men-f How far it would have been pos- 
sible, by wise and conciliatory counsels and measures, to 
preserve the bond unbroken, is a curious question in po- 
litical history. The experience of Europe m all ages 
has led to the conclusion, that monarchical government 

' Poli^cal Philosophy, Vol. HI, p. 329. 

tIliave,iDarecenl5peechatCoiic<ird, onlhel9dior April, feltrred lo liie opinion lale- 
ly expressed by Lord John Russell, (an opinion which does equal ctedil lo his discernmenl 
and candor,) thai the policy, on the part of the British ministry, ivhich caused the rcvolulion 
"was a series of repeated errors and blunders." I have, within a few days, seen in an in- 
teresting volume, tontaining "Sketches of Iha lives of Lords Slowell and Eldon, by Mr 
William E. Surleea," a letter from Lord Eldon, then Mr Scolt, written in ITSS, io which he 
uses the following language, which from him may be considered quite worthy of note ^' I 
own I cannot bring my proud heart down lo yield Gihraltar, nor is ahsolme American Inde- 
pendence It bit more agreeable to my ears and feelings, than absolute unconditional Ameri- 
can submission was."— Sicte/ies, Ac. D. 82. 
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cannot be sustained without a gradation of orders in the 
state. Such a gradation is entirely inconsistent with the 
condition of society in colonial settlements, carrying from 
the mother country all the general principles of constitu- 
tional government. It belongs to the conception of aris- 
tocratical institutions to cluster round a court. The at- 
tempt which was made to introduce a distinction of or- 
ders into South Carolina, by the strange constitution 
drawn up by Locke, — a sincere friend of liberty, — is a 
melancholy illustration of the difference between practi- 
cal statesmanship and theoretical philosophy. The ardu- 
ous work of settling a remote wilderness, — of planting 
human families in these world-wide spaces, — can proceed 
upon no basis but that of Liberty, Equality, and Fra- 
ternity ; for we must not be deterred by any abuses, an- 
cient or modem, from the use of these noble words. 
Perverted as they have been, they draw their true mean- 
ing from the sacred depths of our common nature. Our 
fathers wrested them, in a right acceptation, from an op- 
pressive government, and we must not allow the guillo- 
tines or barricades of earlier or later days to dishearten 
us from their assertion. What Warren and Prescott 
won for us on Bunker Hill, we must not sacrifice to any 
of the monsters either of anarchy or despotism, which 
have brought reproach upon the name of Kberty, — to 
Robespierre or Ledru Eollin ; to the real authentic Na- 
poleon or to the shadow of a shade, which is attempting 
to play emperor under the cover of his mighty name. 

It remains a political problem, of which the next hun- 
dred years will probably furnish the solution, whether it 
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is possible, beyond a certain point, to retain n distant co- 
lonial dependency. The experiment is now making in 
tlie English colonies on the broadest scale. The griev- 
ances which brought on the American revolution have 
long since been redressed; all thought of colonial taxa- 
tion, in aid of the revenues of the mother country, has 
been abandoned ; to the colonies, whose social condition 
is supposed to be suiBciently mature, responsible govern- 
ments have been granted, administered on the principle 
of entire non-interference on the part of the crown, ex- 
cept in matters which affect the mterest of the whole 
empire; and within the past year, by the repeal of the 
navigation act, the last pillar of the ancient system has 
been thrown down and the commerce of the world open- 
ed on equal terms to the colonies. Whether these hber- 
al concessions will be found to give permanence to what 
remains of the colonial system, or whether the much that 
has been yielded will create a necessity for the abandon- 
ment of the little that is retained, are mysteries of state 
which this is not the tune nor the place to attempt to 



The navigation act, which confined the commerce of 
the colonics to the mother country, never effectually 
executed, though always peremptorily asserted, was a 
standing colonial grievance, and not the less severely 
felt because the right of parliament to enforce it was 
conceded. In the infancy of the colonies it was com- 
paratively of little consequence, but, as they grew in 
numbers and wealth, and in aptitude for commerce, 
it was an nnavowed source of abiding irritation. In 
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like manner, the inhibition of manufacturing industry 
began to be felt in the middle of the last century as an 
intolerable grievance. These were causes of discontent 
supposed to be fairly incident to a state of colonial de- 
pendence, but they were not the less efficient in prepar- 
ing the public mind to kindle at the first suggestion of 
internal taxation. This was resisted at the outset, as a 
violation of the first principles of civil liberty ; an in- 
fringement of the rights of which those who were 
entitled to the henefits of the British constitution could 
as little divest themselves, as they could be deprived by 
the authority of Parliament. It was said of James II, 
by a brother monarch, that he sacrificed three kingdoms 
for a mass. The ministry who undertook to raise a 
revenue in America sacrificed a continent for three pence 
a pound on a few chests of tea. It was that paltry tax 
which piled upon each other the mighty blocks of yon- 
der monument and planted that flag on the headlands 
of California. Mysterious chain of events ! which binds 
causes to their effects after ages of conflict and endur- 
ance ; which links the 21st of December, 1620, with 
the ITth June, 1775, and makes the ice-clad rock of 
Plymouth but a stepping-stone to the flaming glories of 
Bunker Hill. When I compare the feeble heginnings 
of American liberty, the sufferings of the pilgrims, the 
political restraints of the colonies, — the humble weak- 
ness of a few despised plantations, dotting the Atlantic 
coast of the continent, — with the vast domain which 
has been brought within the realm of civilization, — the 
abounding resources of this great confederacy of states, — 
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I can lUien it to nothing but our miglity Missouri, 
wliicli, springing in a silver thread from the melting side 
of some arctic glacier, where the wild himter catches it 
in the hollow of his hand to slake his thirst, winds 
along through open wastes and trackless prairies, widen- 
ing and deepening on the way ; descends to the region 
of civilized mm, dividing territories and states ; and hav- 
ing gathered np the hounties of nature and the fruits of 
man's toil from half a continent, ponrs at last into one 
of the great gulfs of the ocean with a volume of water 
scarcely less than its own. 

II. The struggle for constitutional freedom was, as I 
have stated, the first great act of the revolutionary 
drama. Beyond this, the distinct purpose of those who 
gave the impulse to the public mmd does not appear to 
have proceeded. The possible results of the struggle 
must, of course, have presented themselves to ardent 
minds ; but a strong sentiment of loyalty sffll bound 
the people to the mother counhy. It was the land of 
their fathers ; a living nerve connected every portion of 
the colonies with their transatlantic home (as they fondly 
called it ;} family names, and kindred ties, and the mys- 
terious sympathy of a common language still exercised 
a controlling intluence. The political life of the colo- 
nies had been principally developed in the border war- 
fare with the possessions of France, the hereditary enemy 
{as she was regarded) of the Protestant faith and the 
British name. This feeling was so strong thi-oughout the 
British colonies, that Arnold assigned, as a justiication for 
his treason, that Congress had formed an alliance with 
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France. In 1774 a letter was addressed by Washington, 
then a member of the Congress at Philadelphia, to a 
British officer in Boston, with whom he had served in a 
former war, in which Washington says, " I think I can 
announce it as a fact, that it is not the wish nor the 
interest of the government of Massachusetts, nor of any 
other government upon this continent, separatelj' or col- 
lectively, to set up for independence ; but this you may 
rely upon, that none of them will ever submit to the 
loss of those valuable rights and privileges which are 
essential to the inhabitants of every free state, and with- 
out which life, liberty, and property, are rendered totally 
insecure." The address to the king, which was adopted 
a short time after this letter was written, contains the 
most earnest protestations of loyalty ; and after setting 
forth in strong language the grievances of the colonies, 
it adds, " these sentiments are extorted from hearts that 
would much more willingly bleed in your majesty's 
service." * 

But the fullness of time was come. Although the 
magnitude of the impending crisis was fully appreciated 
on neither side, the colonies had reached a stage in their 
progress in which they were ripe for self-government. 
A continent was trembling on the verge of revolt, and 
the experience of the past yielded no instruction how it 
should be retained in its allegiance. Columbus had 
given a new world to Castile and Leon ; but no Colum- 
bus had taught how a new world, mature for indepen- 

' Washington's Works, Vol. U, p. 401. Journal of ihc Conlinenlal Congress, Vol. ] , 
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dence, could be retained in subjection to the old. The 
whole mind and heart of the colonies had been aroused ; 
the demand for the redress of grievances had come up 
from every town, and village, and hamlet. It was then 
found, if it had been before doubtful, that the great 
social, moral, and political world has its laws of pro- 
gress as uneiTing as those of physical nature. A great 
constitutional season had opened on America. Incipiunt 
magni procedere menses. The liberties of the people 
were budding and bursting into life and beauty, under 
the same providential influence which paints the fields 
with verdure, and which clothes the garden and the 
forest with the honors of spring. And not less pre- 
sumptuous and hopeless were the attempt, on the part 
of man, to strike a chill throughout the universal vege- 
table kingdom, which should arrest this vernal renova- 
tion and wrap the promise of June in the shroud of 
January, than to subdue the instinct of freedom which 
had begun to warm and move the great heart of the 
country. The colonial winter is past ; the rain is over 
and gone ; the flowers appear on the earth ; the time of 
the singing of birds is come ; and the voice of the turtle 
is heard in the land. 

But unlike the gentle influences of inanimate nature, 
the great movements in political affairs seem by a law of 
our fallen humanity to require, for the assurance of their 
purity, the stern test of bloody conflict. It seems to be 
necessary, in order to chasten the license of innovation, 
and to prevent society from being convulsed on light 
grounds, that the rupture of the bonds which unite 
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states together sliould not be effected without the keen- 
est sufferings to the whole body politic. American inde- 
pendence must have its baptism of fire and of blood, 
and the summit of Bunker Hill was the great altar of 
sacrifice. The solemn appeal to arms had been made on 
the 19th of April; the entire population of the country 
had ratified the call and sent its chosen to the field ; 
and on the day we celebrate, three quarters of a century 
ago, it was proved, by the steadiness and courage of the 
citizen soldiers of America, in open battle, that the 
cause of the country was safe. A twelvemonth was yet 
to elapse before the final declaration was made ; but the 
independence of the United States was as effectually 
asserted on the seventeenth of June, 1775, as on the 
fourth of July, 1776. It was no more certain on the 
third of September, 1783, when the definitive treaty of 
peace was signed and sealed at Paris, by Adams, Frank- 
lin and Jay, than it was when WaiTcn sealed it with his 
blood eight years before. 

It would require a volume to set forth all the conse- 
quences to America and the world, which have resulted 
from the establishment of our independence ; which have 
already resulted from that event ; and who shall presume 
to break the seals of the volume of the future ^ This mo- 
mentous step gave us at once a position in the family of 
nations. It raised the colonial quarrel into a contro- 
versy of states, to be carried on before the great tribunal 
of the public opinion of the world. The sharp encounter 
of wits with provincial governors is over ; the keen dis- 
cussion of parliamentary right has gone by. No more 
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black letter volumes to be anxiously turned ; no more 
musty parchments to be nnrolled; no more American 
privileges to be spelled out of Norman French, in the 
statutes of the Edwards and Henries. The letter killeth, 
but the spirit giveth life. The question at issue is now 
to be decided by open public war, in the face of man- 
kind, with the law of nations to prescribe the rules of 
the contest: — that mighty code, which nature enacts, 
and reason expounds, and God sanctions ; which binds 
great empires and protects the humblest individual; 
which rules the rulers of the earth, and alone of all the 
rulers extends its jurisdiction over the common sea; 
which watches over the peaceful mariner on the lonelv 
deep ; which chases the pirate and the marauder to the 
farthest bounds of the ocean ; which, in a good cause, 
marches with twelve legions of angels to the rescue of 
the weak ; and hangs up the unrighteous conqueror, at 
the head of his hosts, on the gibbet of public execration, 
before the civilized world. 

With this great tribunal, before which republics and 
kings are of equal worth, the Congress of Philadelphia 
lodged its appeal of independence. A pause of ominous 
expectation succeeds in the great political world of Eu- 
rope. The leading governments, vigilant for the balance 
of power, which had been disturbed by the transfer of 
the American colonies of France to England, await anx- 
iously the indications of a firm basis of resistance on the 
part of the revolted states. The dignity and wisdom of 
the American Congress, the fortitude of the army, the 
spirit of the people, and, as embodying and representing 
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all, tlie transcendent character of Washington, furnished 
the needed assui-aiice of the solidity of the cause ; and 
the world is soon astonished by the spectacle of the old- 
est monarchy of Europe in alliance with the family of 
infant states. The fleets and armies of France, led by 
the flower of her young men, — and foremost by our own 
Lafayette, — are enlisted in the mighty struggle. The 
North of Europe takes her haughty stand on the aimed 
neutrality ; and even Spain, mistress herself of a colonial 
empire in America, twice as large as that of Great Brit- 
ain, is di-iven by the irresistible force of circumstances to 
take a part in the contest, and to teach a lesson of revo- 
lution to her own dependencies, destined in one more 
generation to be put in practice, from California to Cape 
Horn. 

III. The assertion of Independence, practically by 
engaging in open war with the parent country, and 
avowedly by the great declaration of 1776, left the colo- 
nies without a government, either as individuals or as 
a confederacy. The third great step in the revolution 
was accordingly the establishment of a republican gov- 
ernment in each of the colonies ; and never, I suppose, 
in the history of the world, was an event of so much im- 
portance brought about, with such an entire absence of 
all the usual appliances of policy or force. There is 
abundant proof, that the most advanced leaders of the 
patriotic cause, had, as late as the spring of 1775, scarce- 
ly tui-ned their thoughts to the subject of instituting a 
new government. They were the unselfish agents of a 
spontaneous change; not the skilful achievers of a suc- 
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cessful project. As late as the 16th of May, 1775, the 
Provincial Convention of this State addressed a letter to 
the Continental Congress, requesting " explicit advice re- 
specting the taking up and exercising the powers of civil 
government;" and Congress, in a few days, replied by a 
resolution, that "in order to conform as near as may be to 
the spirit and substance of the charter, it be recommended 
to the Provincial Convention, to write letters to the inhab- 
itants of the several places, which are entitled to repre- 
sentatives in assembly, requesting them to choose such 
representatives, and that the assembly, when chosen, do 
elect councillors ; and that such assembly or council ex- 
ercise the powers of government, until a governor of his 
majesty's appointment will consent to govern the colony 
according to its charter."* 

There was, however, in the way of organizmg the new 
government, but little to change. The broad basis of 
equality existed, and the colonies had been governed 
from the first by assemblies, chosen by the people. There 
were no privileged orders to be subverted ; and little re- 
mained to be done, but to extend the principle of election 
to the chief executive officer, who had heretofore been 
appomted by the crown. However important the revolu- 
tion in other respects,~and certainly no change in human 
affairs more important ever took place,— there was no 
convulsion in society, no revolution in those institutions 
which make up the aggregate of social and political ex- 
istence. The schools, the town-meetings, the militia, the 
churches, were all organized on the principles of prac- 
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tical republicanism, and contributed most materially, as 
has been justly stated by tbe elder President Adams, to 
the great result. Still more efficacious than institutions, 
the same simple manners, tbe same frugal habits, — the 
same home virtues, which existed in 1775, remained un- 
changed in 1783 ; and were equally appropriate to colo- 
nial life and to political independence. The same unter- 
rified spirit of liberty, which stood the ordeal of the war, 
had existed from tbe settlement of the country. 

These circumstances will account for the ease with 
which, all things considered, the new republican govern- 
ments were established, and which is one of the most 
striking novelties in the march of revolution. When we 
follow the train of events in Europe, from the year 1789 
to the present day, we are ready to think that the task 
of reconstituting a state on liberal principles, — I might 
say on any principles, — is the most arduous and hopeless 
which can be undertaken by man. We there behold a 
great and enlightened people, — among the most refined 
of modern states, — boasting among her sons a large num- 
ber of the leading minds of the age, — engaged for two 
generations in tbe work of reforming the government, — 
subverting this year the constitution of tbe last, passing 
from monarchy to republicanism, from the wildest an- 
archy to the sternest military despotism, scourged and 
betrayed by each new dictator, tribune, and demagogue, 
and plunging, with fatal recklessness, from experiment to 
experiment of bloodshed and ruin. 

In the establishment of the American republics, on 
the other hand, we witness tbe grave and quiet action of 
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the wisdom and patriotism of the country. It did not 
enter into the unaginations of the men of our heroic 
age, that constitutions of goYemments were to be settled 
on the blazing crest of a barricade, or piomnlgated 
from the mouth of cannons, spouting grape-shot in the 
crowded streets of a capital. Without conflict, scarcely 
with tho ordinary heats of debate, within the closed 
doors of a congress of prudent men, a solemn declara- 
tion announces the independence of the colonies. After 
a year or two passed under their ancient charters, with a 
temporary organization of the executive power, to fill 
the chasm created by the withdrawal of the royal author- 
ity, regular constitutions of republican governments are 
successively formed in the different States, which have 
not only subsisted, without material modification, to the 
present time, but have served as models for the constitu- 
tion of the General Government, and for seventeen or 
eighteen new States which have been successively added 
to the confederacy. It was the characteristic expression 
of one who had a right to speak upon the subject, for he 
was soon caUed to reduce his theory to practice, (the 
elder President Adams,) in a letter written in November, 
n75,» after recounting the stops by which a new gov- 
ernment might be estabHshed, that "ha this way a single 
month is sufficient, without convulsion or animosity, to 
accomplish a total revolution." 

What a contrast with the history of Em-ope, from 
the very year in which our federal constitution was 
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adopted, (1789) to tlie present day! Of Prance and 
Frenchmen I never wish to speak but with respect and 
tenderness. For revolntionary services we owe them a 
debt of gratitude not soon to be repaid. Among the hu- 
man agencies by which our Uberties were established, 
the French alhance holds no second place ; as Lafayette 
held no second place in the heart of Washington. But 
so often as I take up a volume of the history of their 
revolution, of the works, for instance, of Thiers or La- 
martine, works by no means intended to paint in dark 
colors the men or deeds which they describe, I rise from 
the perusal with overwhelming sadness. After sickening 
over the horrors of that dreadful period,— the butchery, 
I do not say, of kings and queens,— but of grey-haired 
men, of women, of priests ; the atrocities of the human 
tigers who prjyed on the life-blood of France, and dared 
to invoke the sacred name of repnbUcan liberty as the 
cover of thcur abominations, I am fain to turn for relief 
to the pages of our own revolutionary history; to gather 
renewed hope for constitutional freedom from the writ- 
mgs of Madison, Hamilton, and Jay; new lessons of true 
patriotism from the story of Warren, of Putnam, and 
Prescott; new faith m humanity (for that is what we 
most want) from the spotless career of Waslrington. I 
make the transition with feelings like those which one 
experiences, when, after wandering for hours through 
the dark, dripping, narrow passages of a dismal mine, 
deafened with the clank of enginery and the roar of sub- 
terTanean waters, oppressed with the grave-like heavi- 
ness and chill of the air, choked with sulphurous vapors. 
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and groping your way in continual danger of an explo- 
sion which will bury you beneath a mountain mass of 
ruin,— you come up at last to the open, blessed sky, 
tread beneath you the safe and solid ground, feel in ev- 
ery limb the genial warmth of the sun, listen to the 
cheerful notes of birds, and breathe an atmosphere 
loaded with all the fragrance of June. 

IV. But neither the remedy of political grievances, 
nor the assertion of national independence, nor the es- 
tablishment of republican government, was the fulfilment 
of the destiny of the American revolution. A higher ob- 
ject, still less premeditated than a separation from the 
mother country, but resulting from deeper causes and in- 
volving more important interests, remamcd to be accom- 
plished. Before the revolution, the colonies formed a 
group of republics mutually independent, bound to each 
other by no constitutional ties, often acting together by 
the force of circumstances, but without any general prin- 
ciple of political cohesion. Numerous points of similar- 
ity existed, and a common allegiance to the crown and 
subjection to parliament, gave a show of unity to the col- 
onies as a whole ; but when this bond of connection was 
severed by the Declaration of Independence, the thirteen 
colonies stood before the world, with a strong vocation 
indeed to union, but, as far as constitutional obligations 
were concerned, in the attitude of thirteen independent 
States. 

Here was the truly critical point in our history, the 
point from which the path of progress, (like that which 
lay before the young Hercules,) branched off in a two- 
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fold dixection, leading on tlic one hand to union, growth, 
prosperity, and power, and on the other to discord, civil 
war, and despotism. The happy fortune of the infant re- 
publics decided their choice. In the commencement of 
the parliamentary contest, as far back as X765, when 
nothing was thought of but an earnest denial of the 
right to tax America, it was the obvious dictate of pru- 
dence to unite in a concerted appeal to the justice of 
parliament. As the struggle advanced, a common in- 
terest and common danger produced a common feeling 
throughout the continent, and led to the formation of 
committees of correspondence. The Congress which met 
at Philadelphia, in 1774, was the spontaneous embodi- 
ment of that irresistible public sentiment which demand- 
ed a confedei-acy. It was a union unconsciously formed. 
It sprang from the historical conditions of the past, and 
the imperious necessities of the present. It was the law 
of our political existence. Subsequent compacts or stat- 
utes might regulate and define, but some sort of a con- 
federation was a constitutional necessity. 

Am I asked why it was so \ what created this neces- 
sity X I will not rest in lower causes, though these arc 
obvious enough. The necessity of a union was estab- 
lished by the same law of our nature, or rather of the 
Author of our nature, which sets the solitary in families, 
and has melted families into clans, and clans into states ; 
which binds the particles of matter together ; which sus- 
pends a planet iu the sky, or hangs a dew-drop upon a 
rose-leaf. Our feeble powers of analysis cannot in either 
case fully unfold the principles by which it operates, and 
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in every thing that involves the agency of moral beings, 
their choice becomes a portion of the law. But, that the 
group of colonics, planted side by side on the shores of 
the American continent, speaking the same language, 
subject to the same government, belonging to the same 
national stock, and reared in the same circumstances of 
national fortune, should, in asserting by a joint act theii- 
independence of the mother country, enter into a consti- 
tutional union with each other, was at least as certain, 
as that they were destined to a career of prosperity. 
Such a union was the obvious condition of mutually ben- 
eficial intercourse, of domestic harmony, and a respecta- 
ble position before the world. Or, if anarchy, civil war, 
and the ultimate extinction of free government were to be 
their doom, the want of union was as obviously the iirst 
step towards its accomplishment. Union was the first 
condition of success in the revolutionary struggle; it was 
the United States that declared their independence ; the 
United States whose independence was acknowledged by 
the treaty of 1783. After an unsatisfactory experiment 
of the old confederation, it was the people of the United 
States by whom, for the purpose of forming « a more per- 
fect union," the present constitution was adopted. 

It would be an unprofitable consumption of time to 
attempt to point out the innumerable ways in which the 
Union has auspiciously infiuenced the destinies of the 
countr;'. Could any doubt arise on this point, it ought 
to be removed by a glance at the disastrous effects of 
discord among the republics of ancient Greece ; among 
the Italian cities in the middle ages, or even at the 
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present day, when we behold that lovely region, once 
the garden of Europe and the mistress of the world, by 
the sole want of a comprehenaive nationality lying at 
the mercy of foreign foes, and, what is worse, of foreign 
friends ; or at more than one of the groups of states 
which have been carved out of the colonial dominions 
of Spain, in the southern portions of this continent. 
These are aU so many warning examples of the disas- 
trous effects of a want of union among kindred states ; 
like discordant brothers in danger of being led into 
fiercer warfare by those very circumstances of common 
language and origin, which, under a well adjusted cen- 
tral power, would form the natural cement of the union. 
It was the great happiness of the American people, 
that they followed the counsels of their patriotic and 
thoughtful leaders. In the midst of a wholesome jeal- 
ousy in favor of local rights, (which they cai'efuUy 
secured,) and in opposition to some strong centrifugal 
tendencies, they had the discernment to perceive the 
advantages of a common bond, and followed with steadi- 
ness that line of policy which gave us our constitution. 
Nor have the conditions of our well-being, as it seems 
to me, been at all changed in the course of seventy-five 
years. What was matter of prospective prudence on 
the raoraing of the Revolution is matter of experienced 
wisdom now. The same patriotic instinct, (if I may 
adhere to that language,) which brought the men of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, of New Hampshire and 
Khode Island, side by side, to the summit of Bunker 
Hill, and mingled their blood on that day, has, at every 
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subsequent period of our national existence, cried out 
not less loudly for the preservation of the Union. 

There is one view of this subject of so much impor- 
tance that I cannot forbear to present it more particu- 
larly to your consideration. Among the great ideas of 
the age we are authorized in reckoning a growing senti- 
ment in favor of peace. An impression is unquestiona- 
bly gaining strength in the world, that public war is no 
less reproachful to our Christian civilization, than the 
private wars of the feudal chiefs in the middle ages. 
The hope of adjusting national controversies by some 
system of friendly arbitration, — a hope which philan- 
thropic minds have distrustfully cherished in other pe- 
riods, — has of late been openly avowed by men of a more 
practical class, by men conversant with the pohcy of the 
world and fresh £i-om its struggles. The last year wit- 
nessed the assembling of a peace convention, of a very 
imposing character, at Paris ; a similar one is about to 
be held at Frankfort-on-the-Main. Delegates from this 
country are on the way to join it. A congress of na- 
tions begins to be regarded as a practicable measure. 
Statesmen, and orators, and philanthropists, are flatter- 
ing themselves that the countries of Europe, which have 
existed as independent sovereignties for a thousand years, 
and have never united in one movement since the cru- 
sades, may be brought into some community of action 
for this end. They are calling conventions and digest- 
ing projects, by which governments the most diverse, 
empires, kingdoms and republics, — inhabited by different 
races of men, — tribes of Sclavoruan, Teutonic, Latin 
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and mixed descent, — speaking different languages, be- 
lieving different creeds, — Greeks, Catholics and Protes- 
tants, — men who are scarcely willing to live on the same 
earth with each other, or go to the same heaven, can yet 
be made to agree in some great plan of common umpi- 
rage. If, while these sanguine projects are pursued, — 
while we are thinking it worth while to compass sea 
and land in the expectation of bringing these jarring 
nationalities into some kind of union, in order to put a 
stop to war ; if, I say, at this juncture, the people of 
these thirty United States, most of which are of the 
average size of a European kingdom, — destined, if they 
remain a century longer at peace with each other, to 
equal in numbers the entire population of Europe, — 
states which, drawn together by a general identity of 
descent, language, and faith, have not so much formed as 
grown up into a national confederation ; — possessing in 
its central legislature, executive, and judiciary, an effi- 
cient tribunal for the arbitration and decision of public 
controversies ; an actual peace congress, clothed with 
all the powers of a common constitution and law, and 
with a jurisdiction extending to the individual citizen, 
(which this projected congress of nations does not even 
hope to exercise,) if, while they grasp at this shadow of 
a congress of nations, the people of these states let go 
of, — nay, break up and scatter to the winds, — this sub- 
stantial union, this real peace congress, which for sixty 
years has kept the country, with all its conflicting ele- 
ments, in a state of prosperity never before equalled in 
the world, — the admiration and the envy of mankind, — 
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tliey will commit a folly for which the language we 
speak has no name ; against which if we, rational beinga, 
should fail to protest, the dumb stones of yonder monu- 
ment would immediately cry out in condemnation. 

Friends and fellow-citizens; we live at an eventful 
period. Mighty changes in human affairs are of daily 
occurrence, at home and abroad. In Europe, the strong- 
est governments are shaken ; the pillars of tradition, 
rooted in the depths of antiquity, are heaved from their 
basis ; and that fearful war of opinion, so long foretold, 
is raging, with various fortune, from Lisbon to Arch- 
angel. Have you not noticed that in the midst of the 
perplexity and dismay, — of the visions and the hopes,— 
of the crisis, the thoughts of men have been turned more 
and more to what has passed and what is passing in 
America ? They are lookmg anxiously to us for lessons 
of practical freedom,— for the solution of that great mys- 
tery of state, that the strongest government is that 
which, with the least array of force, is deepest seated in 
the welfare and affections of the people. The friends 
of republican government in France, taunted with the 
impossibility of making such a government efficient and 
respectable, point to our example as the sufficient an- 
swer. Austria, breaking down beneath the burden of 
her warrmg races, offers them too late a federal consti- 
tution modelled on our own ; and even in England, from 
which the original elements of our free mstitutions were 
derived, scarce a debate arises in Parliament, on an im- 
portant question, without reference to the experience of 
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the United States. The constitutional worship of man- 
kind is reversed; they turn their faces to the West. 
Happy for them, happy for us, should they behold 
nought in this country to disappoint the hopes of pro- 
gress, to discourage the friends of freedom, to strengthen 
the arm of the oppressor ; and may God grant that those 
who look to us for guidance and encouragement, may 
be able to transplant the germs of constitutional liberty 
to the ancient gardens of the earth, that the clouds 
which now darken the horizon of Europe may clear 
away, and the long-deferred hopes of the friends of free- 
dom be fulfilled ! 

But chiefly let us trust that the principles of our 
fathers may more and more prevail throughout our be- 
loved country. We have erected a noble monument to 
their memory, but we shall not have performed all our 
duty, unless we catch ourselves some portion of their 
spirit. Oh, that the contemplation of their bright ex- 
ample and pure fame might elevate oxir minds above the 
selfish passions, the fierce contentions, and the dark 
forebodings of the day ! We need the spirit of '75 to 
guide us safely amidst the dizzy activities of the times. 
WlxUe our own numbers are increasing in an unexam- 
pled ratio, Europe is pouring in upon us her hundreds 
of thousands annually, and new regions are added to 
our domain, which we are obliged to count by degrees 
of latitude and longitude. In the meantime the most 
wonderful discoveries of art and the most mysterious 
powers of nature, combine to give an almost feaiful in- 
crease to the intensity of our existence. Machines of 
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unexampled complication and ingenuity have been ap- 
plied to the whole range of human industry. We rush 
across the land and the sea by steam ; we correspond 
by magnetism ; we paint by the solar ray ; we count the 
heats of the electric clock at the distance of a thousand 
miles ; we do all but annihilate time and distance ; and 
amidst al! th^ new agencies of communication and ac- 
tion, — the omnipotent press, — the great engine of mod- 
ern progress, not superseded or impaired, but gathering 
new power from all the arts, is daily clothing itself 
with louder thunders. 

While we contemplate with admiration, — almost with 
awe, — the mighty influences which surround us, and 
which demand our cooperation and our guidance, let 
our hearts overflow with gratitude to the patriots who 
have handed down to us this great inheritance. Let us 
strive to furnish ourselves, from the storehouse of their 
example, with the principles and virtues which will 
strengthen us for the performance of an honored part 
on this illustrious stage. Let pure patriotism add its 
bond to the bars of iron which are binding the conti- 
nent together ; and as intelligence shoots with the elec- 
tric spark from ocean to ocean, let public spirit and love 
of country catch from heart to heart. 
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where he was received by the Hon, G. Washington Warren, mayor, 
and president of the day. 

The procession was formed under the direction of the proper offi- 

Coloncl Isaac H. Weight, Chief Marshal. 



Joseph H. Bttckingham, 
Moses G, Cobb, 

George S. Adams, 
Edward Hehsey, Jk., 
J. V. Fletcher, 
N, Chapin, 
W. G. Wheildon, 
Henry Hay, 
F. H, Joy, 
J, C. Ctttter, 
j, r. bugbee, 
Chahles Heath, 
Warren P. Tyler, 
Charles A. Smith, 
James Fogg, 
J. Seabuhy, 
Gilbert Nichols, 



MARSHALS. 



J. M.Wright. 
J. F. Skinner. 

i. 

Jot HAM Barry, Jr., 
Richard Nichols, 
J. P. GiLsoN, 
Henry Newell, 
A.W. Hovey, 
Joseph J. Whiting, 
J. S. Keyes, 
Thomas Tileston, Jr., 
P. Ames, Jr., 
S. P. Collins, 
Zaccheus Rogers, 
Abel Stowell, Jr., 
J. C. Thomas, 
Charles A. Barker, 
G. p. Albee. 



The military escort was formed under the direction of Maj. Gen. 
B. F. Edmands, by Lieut. Col. Francis Boyd, of his staff, in Union 
street, and the command assigned to Colonel Joseph Andrews. About 
twelve o'clock, the procession moved from the Square, through Bow, 
Washington, Union, and Main to Eden street ; counter- marching 
thence to Sullivan, proceeding through Sullivan and High streets, 
around Monument and Winthrop squares, through Winthrop, Main, 
and Water streets, to the lower Ship House in the U. S. Navy Yard, 
in the following order : — 

ESCORT. 
Col. Joseph Andrews, of Salem, commanding the Escort, 

A Battalion of Artillery, commanded by Lieut. Col. Cowdin : — 
Boston Artillery, Capt. Bullock, 
Eoxbury Artillery, Capt. Webber, 
Columbian Artillery, Capt. Thompson, 
Charlestowti Artillery, Capt, Bartlett. 
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A Battalion of Light Infantry, commanded by Maj. Holbrook, 

Boston Light Guard, Capt. Clark, 

Salem Light Infantry, Lieut. Rogers, 

Pulaski Guards, Capt. Wright, 

Mechanic Phalanx, of Wobum, Capt. Winn, 

Boston Independent Fusileers, Capt. Snow. 

Then followed Colonel Isaac H. Wright, with his aids, mounted; the 
orator, Hon. Edward Everett, Hev. George E. Ellis, of Charlestown, 
the chaplain, and G. Washington Warren, Esq., the mayor of the city 
of Charlestown, in an open carriage ; the members of the city govern- 
ment of Cliarlestown, and officers of the Bunker Hill Monument Asso- 
elation. This composed the first division. The second division was 
as follows :— The divisionary corps of Independent Cadets ; General 
Chandler, the sheriff of Middlesex; His Excellency Governor Briggs 
and suite ; members of the Executive Council, Senate, and House of 
Representatives, preceded by Benjamin Stevens, Esq., the worthy ser- 
geanf-at-arms of this state ; Maj. Gen. Edmands and staff; Brig. Gen. 
Samuel Andrews and staff; Chief Justice Shaw, Associate Justice 
Dewey, Sheriff Eveleth, of Suffolk, and others in carriages, the last 
of which was an open one, containing Samuel C. Smith, of South 
Middleborough, a revolutionary soldier, 91 yeare of age, who served 
in the war in the company under Capt. OIney, of Rhode Island, with a 
detachment of the "Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company," 
serving as a guard on both sides, under the command of Majors Park 
and Edwards. The rear of this division comprised members of vari- 
ous city and town governments, and others. The third division was 
composed of the Fire Department of Charlestown, and Washington, 
No. 2, of Chelsea. The companies were, Hancock, No. 1, Bunker 
Hill, No. 2, Howard, No 3 City Hose, No. 1, Howard Hook and 
Ladder, Warren, No. 4 Wa^h ngt n No. 5, and Franklin, No. 7 ; 
each had their " tub" with them gaih decked with flowers and bun- 
ting. The fourth division embraced the Howard Lodge, No. 22, Bun- 
ker Hill Lodge, No. 14 and Bui ker Hill Encampment, No. 5, of I, 
0. of 0. F., in full regain P mce Hall Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons, in full regalia ; Eastern Star Division of the Sons 
of Temperance ; Father Mathew Mutual Total Abstinence Association 
of St. Mary's, Charlestown ; professors, tutors, and students of the dif- 
ferent departments of Harvard University. The fifth division con- 
tained the Mutual Relief Society, members of the Bunker Hill Monu- 
ment Association, subscribers to the dinner, and citizens generally. 
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Each division of the procession was led off by a marshal and two aids, 
who were all mounted, and was accompanied by a band of music. 
Among the bands, were Flagg's Brass, Brigade, Suffolk, Cornet, Na- 
tional Brass, and Salem Brass. It is estimated that there were three 
thousand persons in the procession, and it made a very imposing pa- 
geant. The streets along the route presented a showy appearance, 
the decorations being chiefly the star-bangled banner and bunting of 
all descriptions. In Washington street was displayed the motto " Our 
forefathers' legacy — Free schools and freedom to worship God." In 
Winthrop square was erected an arch, bearing the inscription of the 
names of the presidents, and Generals Warren, Prescott, Putnam, Lee, 
and Stark. In the Main street were to be seen the mottoes : " The 
memory of Warren" — " The memory of Washington and Warren." 

The scholars of the Grammar Schools of Charlestown, both male 
and female, were paraded under their different teachers, on the walks 
of Monument square, while the procession passed by. Each school had 
a handsome banner, and the whole exhibition was quite imposing. 

The procession reached the Navy Yard gate about half-past one 
o'clock, and entered the ship-house amid the firing of a salute from 
the U. S. battery at the yard, and the ringing of bells, about fifteen 
minutes before two o'clock. 

THE SHIP-HOUSE. 

This building, upon the best authority now to be obtained, must 
stand on the very spot where a portion of the British troops landed 
from their boats, on the morning of the 17th of June, 1775, — most of 
these troops having landed in the same vicinity. About three -quarte re 
of the immense building was suitably arranged to accommodate a 
large concourse of people. The space occupied was nearly 140 feet 
square, and at the further end from the main entrance, was erected a 
grand platform, about 30 feet deep by 70 feet in width, ascended by 
18 stairs. Upon this platform were the Hon. Edward Everett, the or- 
ator of the day, G. Washington Warren, Esq., Mayor of Charlestown, 
the President of the day ; Kev. Mr, Ellis, Hon. Thomas H. Perkins, 
the officers of th y d f 1 B mk Hill Monument Association, 
and other invited g m d he procession. The rows of 

front seats of th w p g 11 on each side of the platform. 



were filled by ab fif h d d f he fair daughte 

among whom w d m b h gly charming and captivating 

faces. The wh 1 ! fl 1 d cr part beneath the galleries, 

was occupied by 1 p oc d upon planks. The interior 

was very handso Id d h 1 flags of all nations ; conspic- 
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i^moittlni 11 w, Ihebinie, cl ouijo, oiiBopullio Tfc 
process on having boon all waled »ithin the bniMing —those not ui 
elided mjt»e,e allowed to secure the remaining places— aid the 
.hole „uinber,ith„the walls of the h p ho„e ™t h» e been near 
Ijten thon^d At h.lfp.,, t,o o clock the exercises com fenced 
by.iolnnlary being ph,ed by the Brigade Ban 1 and then a shoi 
bat imp„«,i,e .nd , ntible pmyer , a. „|fe,ed by the He, George E 
tlhs. The following original Ode, written for the occasion, by F A 
Dari,ago, Esq., was next snng to the air of " Hail Colnmbia," by all 
present. ■" 

Haii ihe day ihai nakea again 
Thoughts of those heroic moii. 
Who, a small but daitatjcas band, 
Fought to free their native land, ' 
And Iheir life-blood lavisli poured 
To crown the cause their soula adored. 

Ever present be that scene 

Ever be that memory ireen^ 
And yonder monumental jiill 
The song of praise re-echo stiil ! 
Chorus— Let the drum and cannon blend 
And the peal of bells ascend, 
While a ransomed people grace 
Valor's holiest resting place. 
Dark the hour our fathers met 
- Here Ih' invader's bayonet. 
When the God of battles came 
In His Bwflil robes of flame. 
Bat Death's dark tempest rolled away, 
Heralding a. brighter day. 

Oh ! not in vain that field was spread 
With ranks of Ihe heroic dead : 
Freedom crowns from sea lo sea 
The land Uiat Warrem fell to free. 
Chokus— Let the drum and cannon blend 
And the peal of bells ascend, 
While a ransomed people grace 
Valor's holiest resiing-piace. 

The Hon. Edward Eveeett then arose and delivered the fomm- 
mg oration, .„ tlial chaste, eloquent, and graceful manner for which 
he IS so justly celebrated. It occupied about one hour and ten min 
utes in it^ tielivcry, and was received with frequent bu,^ts of applause 

The oration having been concluded, the benediction was pronounced 
by Rev. M.. Ellis, and the crowd, who had been enchained by the or- 
ator s eloquence, separated. A procession was formed of the invited 
guests and the subscribers to the dinner, and escorted by the military 
from the yard to the hall over the Fitchburg Railroad Depot, at the 
Boston end of the Warren Bridge. 
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THE DINNER. 

The company entered tlie hall about five o'clock, and seated them- 
selves at tables spread with good fare, prepared by that well-known 
caterer, John Wright. At the tables at the head of the hall, were G. 
Washington Warren, Esq., the President, and on his right, Hon. Ed- 
ward Everett, and on his left, His Excellency Governor Briggs. 
Among those present whose names are not enumerated below as re- 
sponding to sendments, we noticed Justice Dewey, of the Supreme 
Court, Chief Justice Wells, and Associate Justices Mellen and Hoar, 
of the Court of Common Pleas. 

After a very satisfactory attack had been made upon the eatables, a 
blast from Flagg's bugle announced that the intellectual feast was 
about to commence. 

The Chief Mahshal called lie company to order, and announced 
the President of the Day, who arose and addressed them as follows : 

Fellow-citizens and soldiers :* — ^In the name of the city of Charles- 
town and of the Bunker Hill Monument Association, I give you a 
cordial welcome to this commemorative festival. The Bunker Hill 
Monument Association is that band of patriotic and persevering men, 
who, a little more than a quarter of a century since, formed the de- 
sign of rescuing the battle-field of Bunker Hill from common and 
private uses, and of dedicating it to posterity and to the world as con- 
secrated ground ; and who, by their arduous and benevolent efforts, 
succeeded in rearing that noble structure, as a fit emblem of the 
gratitude of this generation for the services of their fathers. And 
the city of Charlestown now displays herself upon that ancient site, 
which, seventy-five years ago this day, was swept over by the devour- 
ing flames of a conflagration more frightful than the battle, and when, 
in one short hour, was destroyed the slow and substantial growth of 
almost a century and a half. But now she has risen up like the pbcenix 
from her ashes, forming one of those beautiful cities which environ 
the metropolis, protected on her side by Ihose naval armaments of 
war, — some of which have been constructed in the capacious building 
in which we have this day been assembled, — and surmounted by that 
lofty monument, the work uf the Association, which, in the language 
of Daniel Webster, — ono of the foremost of its friends, and whose 
eloquent words, uttered twenty-five years ago this day, gave to the 
national mind a sublime conception of it long before it was com- 
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I)loted,~is now " the last object on the sight of hih who 

LEAVES HIS NATIVE SHOEE,, AND THE PIEST TO OLALDEN HIS WHO 
REVISITS IT, EVER RBMINDINS HIM OF THE LIBERTY AND GLORY OF 
HIS COUNTRY." 

The union of the city of Charlestown and of the Bunker Hilt 
Monument Association, in this commemoration, is appropriate and 
praiseworthy. The one can never forget the signal sacrifice which 
she cheerfully made in the first act of the drama of the revolution,— 
the other will always be true to one of the objects of her formation, 
file observance of her chosen anniversaiy. 

The occasion, too, calls for a more marked demonstration of the 
public interest in the great event. It is the seventy-fifth anniver. 
SAEY. Three quarters of a centiiiy have this day elapsed, and we 
gather together, in masses, to note the results up to this moment of 
the Battle of Bwnker Hill. Who of us irill be permitted to take 
a similar observation when the century shall be completed ? 

But I must not forget the place which has been assigned to me. 
It is the duty of the chair not to make speeches, but to cause speeches 
to be made by others in order. Allow me, therefore, to propose to 
you, in honor of the day, the first regular sentiment : 

nik of June, 1775— Although Ibe day was not quite ours, it Qshercd iji a glorinus fuiuiv 

Appropriate tunes were played after this and the succeeding toasts 
by Flagg's Brass Band. 

The President then remarked, that the importance of this day's 
celebration has been fully attested by the Executive Department of the 
Commonwealth; that His Excellency the Governor, His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, and the Executive Council, and other officers 
of the Commonwealth, had participated in these exercises, and very 
properly evinced, by their appearance in their ofiicial character, the 
great interest which this Commonwealth would ever take in the event 
now commemorated. He would announce the 



This sentiment was received with loud cheering, as was Governor 
Beiggs, who rose to respond to it. He said that the truth of the first 
portion of the sentiment is proved by history, — the past testifies to it. 
The truth of the last portion of it will be proved by the future. Massa- 
chusetts strike a blow at the Union ! Who believes it ? Never— never 
— till Bunker Hill and the grand shaft erected to commemorate heroic 
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(ieedt, shall suik into the ocean (gn,at cheer ng ) He fha a miles 
that Massachusetts conceiVHS s,uch a step, i& a calumn ator She knows 
what the Union cost She his one of tie old tl teen wi o laid its 
foundation, and she wdl stand by it, by its Co 1 1 t o ai d by all its 
principL'-, and she will endeivor to car-\ them out cut vl ere 
they will He then spoke of the glouous pr c pies wh ch actuated, 
and the piominent triits of charictoi of our a cestor u the great 
struggle foi freedom and liberty He would to God that the same 
sentiments and prmciplf s whioh actuated them, would for a few weeks 
take possession of those now TssHmbled at Washington, and then we 
should have a changed stite of afiairs, and look forward to the future, 
and see a long life of undimmed prosperity and honor. He concluded 
by giving the following ; 

Bicnier HSl and Americim ijforty— While the Coliseum stands, Rome itself sball staiirl. 

The President then said : New Hampshire was bravely represented 
at the battle of Bunker Hill ; and, at this festival, she is ably repre- 
sented by one of her distinguished sons. The company will please 
join in their attention to the 

3d R*gular. Nan Hampshire — Distiiiguisbed for her attachment to the rause of Amfri- 
can liberly, and for the large service or her eminent ciliiens. Nob]y was she represenied at 
Bunker Hill bj her Siark, Reed and Mi^Clary, and their brave comrades. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, Judge of the United States Supreme Court, 
responded to this sentitnent as follows : 

Mr. President, — The kind allusioo to New Hampshire, just made in 
connection with the battle of Bunker Hill, deserves acknowledgment 
from some of her grateful sons. It may not be improper for me to 
attempt it, when requested by the presiding officer, considering that I 
was bom, educated, and still live there, in sight of her granite hills, 
and have ever felt proud of her pai'ticip alien in the glories of the day 
we celebrate. 

Like the mountain races in all countries, her people have always 
been distinguished for a military spirit, doing her full , equal share, if not 
more, in driving back from her bleeding frontiers, while a colony, the 
Indian barbarian, in conquering Louisbm-g, in fighting at Quebec, 
under the immortal Wolfe, and in most of the perils and strugifles of 
the Revolution, from the rally at Lexington, and n h is a d 
anniversary, to the death of her favorite Scammel n ap u in^ C 
wallis at Yorktown. In every contest smce, too, wh 1 ha d f ugh 
on land or ocean, in the war with England of 1812 n h 1 

Mexico, recently and gloriously closed, her gallant n 1 p 
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out their blood like water in defence of what Xhey considered sound 
principles and fheir country's cause. 

It is not marvellous, then, that such a people, so devoted as they 
were to the libeities and rights of the oppressed colonies, should have 
flown at the first summons to succor their brethren in Massachusetts, 
and punish the ruthless Invaders of their soil, where yonder column 
now pierces the skies. 

" Tliey came !is ibe »sves como, wben navies ate sitamicd." 
McClary and Dearborn led on chosen bands from some of the first 
mountain ridges, after quitting the seashore. Stark headed othere 
from the neighborhood of the little Monadnocks ; ajid others,— as the 
fiery cross reached their quiet abodes,— rushed like the winds, under 
favorite leaders, from every hiU and valley of the state. Many came 
with loaded musket in hand, mounted on horseback, to expedite their 
progress ; and boys behind them, too young for the war, but taken, so 
as, with true Yankee prudence, to have the animals returned for labor 
on the farms in their absence ; and in several instances in my youth 
I have heard those boys, then become patriotic men, describe the tears 
they shed on the way back for not being allowed to join in the fight. 

One of the fatal events of the battle to New Hampshire was the 
death of the gallant McClary, falling, however, where a soldier likes to 
fall, at the head of his troops. His name ajid worth have been warmly 
cherished by those who knew him well, and his brother, since marshal 
of the slate for many years, was, like him, much esteemed for patriot- 
ism and all the manly virtues. 1 have long had and prized a portion 
of a liberty pole raised near their abode,— about the time the revolu- 
tionary struggle began, — fallen, but not decayed any more than the 
principles of the revolution in the breasts of their descendants. 

Stark had enjoyed more experience than other officers from New 
Hampshire, having been engaged in the previous French war, and in 
many Indian encounters. He was looked up to most for advice and 
skill, but not for courage above the rest, where all were brave and all 
true to the spirit of " the times which tried men's souls." Gen. Stark 
had been a hunter, an Indian fighter, a prisoner among the French at 
Montreal, and ransomed by New Hampshire sending a public agent 
for that purpose, whose journal, many years ago, I read with great 
interest, in manuscript. The glory he afterwards acquired in winning 
the battle of Bennington, justified the high expectations formed about 
him at Bunker Hill. Only a few years before his death, I travelled 
several miles to see and converse with him and know how a hero 
looked. Picture to yourselves a man under the middle size, with whit- 
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cncd locks, bent shoulders, on l.iie verge of ninety, with a voice, how- 
ever, still firm, and with opinions very decisive, and conversation terse, 
and you can see all of the outward man, which wa'> If ft of one of the 
most ddrmg of the chieftam'* ol this day The heart ind soul rather 
than the stature constitute the ossence of such men A controversy 
was then going on as to who was the leader or commander in the 
battle hert, IIis memory was considered by his family as not perfect, 
especially about recent events, but he replied without hesitation, when 
asked, that tiiere was no commander of all the American troops on this 
hard-fought day, and that most of the officers who conducted men 
there, all being moved by one common impulse, and to one common 
end, fought the comnvm enemy much as they deemed best, each act- 
ing pretty much on his own hook. The ashes of the noble veteran 
now sleep under a column of granite, erected by filial gratitude on his 
farm, on the banks of the Merrimack, in sight of the Falls of Amos- 
keag, where he speared salmon in his youth, and near the beautiful 
Massabeseck lake or pond where he trapped beaver in maturer life. 
To show the rapid changes in improvement under the free institutions 
he helped to establish, he rests now almost within hearing of the busy 
hum of the thousands of spmdles in the flourishing city of Manchester, 
which late, even at the time of his death, consisted chiefly of a forest 
and arid fields. 

Many other brave spirits from my native state, on the occasion now 
commemorated, fleshed their maiden swords on the summit of yon 
hill, in competition with similar troops from this and other states. How 
often, in youth, have I devoured tip their discourse on the daring of 
Putnam, the cool intrepidity of Prescott, the martyr firmness of War- 
ren, tlie hair-breadth escapes of the bold militia, rank and file, and 
seen them show with the crutch that supported their decrepid frames, 
" how fields were won," by aid of New Hampshire, not only al 
Bunker Hill but Saratoga and Bennington. Though of the true Puri- 
tan stock, they knew that justice must sometimes use the sword as 
well as the scales, and they never halted at war in defence of all those 
sacred rights which alone give value, security, and honor to life. It 
would prove tedious to add more on this occasion, than to say, there, 
on those glorious heights, the blood they shed has helped to raise the 
richest fruits, and, it is hoped, will continue to do it forever. Among 
them are well secured liberty, popular rights, freedom of conscience, 
self-government, and a Union as valuable as it ought to be indissoluble. 

He subsequently gave an anecdote of Gen. Stark and a sentiment: 

;e remember lo leach oor children, and chil- 
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The President tlien staled that thoy were highly honored by the 
presence of the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court, — a coordinate 
branch of the government of the Commonwealth ; he would, there- 
fore, propose as the 

•xl Couri of till CommoBujenflfi— Wisely esiabiished by 
deal fooling lo Ihc end Ihat Ihey migbi have a govem- 

Hoii Lemuel Shaw, Chief Justice, rose, and was received with 
continued ehi ermg, ind addressed the compiuiy as follows : 

Mr President,— I ris,e with great pleasure to express, in behalf of 
myself aiid those members of the judici-uy with whom I have the 
honoi to be associated, our smcere thanks for the kind sentiments of 
respect with which thpy have been noticed on this interesting occasion, 
and the coidial manner with which it has been responded to. 

I suppose, sir, that I ought to be profoundly sui prised, in finding the 
judiciary, that pi aceful and quiet department of the government, 
called out by ■\ special token of respect, on an occasion designed to 
commemoralf one of the great battles of the levolution. I am not 
awaie that the occisicn we ire called to honor was much connected 
with junspnidencf , I ha\e nevei heard that any courts were in session 
hereabouts on that day, or that it was illustrated by any extraordinary 
triumphs of forensH, ekquence, oi by any displays of profound judi- 
cial wisdom I have, indeed, heard that some actions were tried here 
about that time, or rather that tnah were commenced, which, though 
not followed by in immediate \erdict, led, in the issue, to a favorable 
judgment, founded, as we hopt,, on principles ol liberty and justice, 
and ending in peace and security to our rights 

But, sir, (perhaps a little too much of this,) we shall have profited 
little by thp lessons of wisdom and patriotism, which have this day 
fallen from the lips of the eloquent gentleman near you, who has this 
day addiessed us, were wf to take this narrow -md confined view of 
the glorious occasion which, aftei three quorteis of a century, we are 
now called to commemorate It was, indeed, under all the circum- 
stances, not unworthy of regard as a display of courage, firmness 
and perseverance, where a body of farmers, and other citizens, hastily 
summoned from their peaceful pursuits, scantily aimed, poorly trained, 
and scarcely formed under a military organization were found able 
for hours, to resist the disciplined forces of Great B ta 

But it IS not as a mere military occasion that w com en o ate tl e 
battle of Bunker Hill. Other fields have been fo ght wl re astly 
greater numbers have been engaged, many more 1 ha e be n lost 
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a d a great amount f temloiy 1 it j i i v. n v.] ere tht, i ghesi mil 
tary kill and scienct, ha^e been exhibtfd the recoElection of which 
lives onl> m history But it was the caui,e it wm the great purpose 
of heirt and soul which animated oui fathers to deeds of noble danii^ 
which has consecrated this day and the occasion which hai 1 epl t 
fresh m the memorv and will foreier make it deir to the hctrts of 
e\er\ patriotic American If was i noble determination to estafaliih 
for themsel-ses and their poiteiitv a higher and purer state of civ i 
liberty and social order, and to resist all unjuit encioachmetits on the i 
rights which steeled the r wills and nerved the r arms to the deed 
which we commemorate 

Taking this Mew the true and just view of the occasion of the 
battle of Bunker Hill of the great mtn engaged n t and the spirit 
by which they were actuated a'' well as the gieat readts which fol 
lowed it, mho la there who may not filly celfbiate ]t as me of the 
days forever unitpd to the establishment of civil I bertj of social 
order to the maintenance of r ght i stice and peace ' Is it not a dav 
in which ev ery man woman and chid who finds security under th 
broad atan lard of Amencan liberty should rejo ce and be glad 

Let it not then be said that this is an occasion m which the judic ar\ 
of the countrj cannot fully part cipate Our ancestors had fcrmed to 
themselves an ideal of c vd liberty fir difiprent from the inbnilcd 
licentiousness which had too often taken its name and usurped its 
honors of a liberty pure and chaste founded on the stnetest pi inei 
pies of justice ofpersonal and social right and guarded by the invincible 
power of law This they soi ght to oblam by the ratabhshment of an 
upright, impartial and pjwerful government founded on the will, sup 
ported bj the judgment, and sustained by the power cf the whole 
people To this purpose a wise pure and impart al administration 
of justice and execution of the law. was of vital importance We 
may therefore justly say, and we say it with gratef il hearts that the 
estabhshment of an independent American judiciary, was among the 
great obieclswhieh our wise and intelhgent ancestors had in view in 
the great struggle for fretdom, of which the great event, which we 
this day celebrate, was amongst the wii-est and most illustrious Let 
us mark our deep sense of gratitude, to oui ancestors, bv endeavoimg 
ea<^h m h s own h imble measure to realize the great idea which thej 
had formed of a pure and mpartial aimimstration of jusUce Let «« 
pay due hmor to the names of those illustnous men who, by then 
wisdom and intelhgence, have illuminnd the walks of junsprudencc 
both in lei oui nati nal an 1 slate institutions 
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Permit mc, then, to propose the following sentiment : 

aUef Jmtice M/u-sl,all—0»e of Ihe illustrious fouuders of our American Judieieo" i may 
It prove a pillar of strength in support of Ibe noble fiibrlo of cjvi! liberty oonlemplated by 
onr encesfors— liberty regulated and secured by law. 

Before announcing the next sentiment, the President remarked, that, 
although there were many distinguished gentlemen present, who, he 
hoped, would be able to address the company, yet it was ever a duty 
to remember » absent friends ;" that he had the honor of giving, in 
person, the special invitation extended, by the board of directors of 
the Bunker Hill Monument Association and by the city council of 
Charlestown, to a highly distinguished personage, who was every 
where esteemed and beloved, to honor this oceasion with his company. 
That gentleman expressed his grateful acknowledgments for the invi- 
tation, but regretted that official duties would prevent his acceptance ; 
at the same time he expressed the hope that he would be able to visit 
Bunker Hill and the monument during the ensuing autumn. In the 
meanwhile the company would remember him as ever faithful at his 
post. 

5ih Regulru'. Zacharv Taylor, Iht P,-esuU,a a/ thi VnUed Stalcs-As he onee very 
respecLfullj detlioed the proposilion for a sdbrendkb, he will treat hi the same manner 
every proposition for a secesbios. [Great Bpplause.J 

Gen. Devess, United States Marshal for this district, spoke as fol- 

While I acknowledge, sir, the honor you have done me, as an offi- 
cer of the federal government in Massachusetts, in calling upon me to 
respond to a sentiment in remembrance of the president of the United 
States, I feel that I should not be justified in detaining yon long by re- 
marks of mine from listening to those whom I see on every side, 
whose powers are so much better calculated to adorn and illustrate an 
occasion like the present. It is not for me to eulogize the illustri- 
ous individiial, who has just ^oan mentioned. The country which hon- 
ors, and which is honored by him, knows him too well for any word 
which i could utter to add aught to a reputation nobly earned and 
worthily worn. His eulogium is best found in the cordial and hearty 
respect with which, on this occasion, all, whether united with or sep- 
arated from him in a mere party and political view, coincide in honor- 
ing him not only as the representative of a nation, but also, I would 
fain hope, as a man. 

This, sir, is most especially a day when the president of the United 
States, as representing the national government, should be remem- 
bered, for the 17th of June demonstrated what had been but foreshad. 
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ttfd on th-- li) cf Lf\in^ton ini C iii'-tird, tl a.t iW «ai, u mcd 
betwepiithf colome'^ and mother cf untij, had ccLScd ti be a contest 
ibout obno\iou& laws, about oppres^icns whether great or petty , that 
the day of redieas was past, ■ind that, m fine, the conflict was i war 
for independence or it waa noth ng , i dij whose dingers ind whose 
toils fell mainly upon the men of New England, but whose glory i*. 
her fife gift to the common stock of a national renown The fruits 
of that day, not rearhed, indeed, but through long and painful strug 
gles were first, independence afterwards it i'i combined, independent 
government, which we denomimte the Union Linguige moie wor 
thy of lU theme than nnne has to diy adverted to the almost gigantic 
strides with which we have advanced on the wiy of prospenty under 
its benign and gemal influence , and though clouds may momenlanly 
dim the pathwaj of the future, I cannot but believe ihit the t.un '^ 
still shining behind them in full meridian splendoi 
I beg lei\e, sir, to offer as a sentiment 



The next sentiment was announced, after an allusion to the early 
settlement of Boston from the elder settlement of Chariestown. 

6th Regular. Tl,e City of Sos(on— The daughter of ChatlesloivQ. She always feels just 
as proud of her moiher's Bunker Hill as she is of her owq Fancuil Hall. 

His Honor Mayor Bigelow replied in a few happy remarks, recip- 
rocating the sentiment. He based a short argument upon it, in rela- 
tion to the mutual good feeling existing between the two cities, as mani- 
fested by the very dinner to-day, and concluded by beautifully alluding 
to the orator of the day, and giving a sentiment as follows : 

The Motmmcnt en Birnker Hill—Tiie greal observBlory of freedom. Whatever other 
[Changes may take place m the political firmament of llie world, may thai never witness tlie 
"bscmation or the fall of a single star of the American eonsLellalion. 

The President, after thanking, on behalf of the company present, 
the orator, gave the 

7Lh Regular. The Orator of Die Ifci/— His ivorda have thrilled the puhlic mhid from 
Concord, from Lexinglon, and to-daj from Bunker Hill. Bravery had rendered those places 
ever memorable ; eloquenee has made them classic. 

Hon. Mr. Everett made his acknowledgments to the presiding offi- 
cer and the Mayor of Boston for their complimentary notice, and he 
excused himself in a humorous strain, on the ground of hia hoarse- 
ness, for not making an extended speech. He briefly alluded to the 
. character and services of the army and navy, during the revolutionary 
■ war, and contended that they were yet not fully appreciated by us. 
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He had noticf d, when ibioail, how much the character of Washington 
was "poltpn of as woithj ol emulation. Ho also spoke of a book 
which had lately appeared, a production of a Chinese authority, con- 
taining an eulogium upon the character of Washington, which he said 
we should be proud of. Hia sentiment was as follows ; 

Tl,^ Memory of WV.™— Aud wilh Ihe blessings we have inherited from oiir fathers, mai- 
we inherit the principles necessary for Iheir preservaiion, 

Joseph Waxeen Nbwcomb, Esq., a grandson of Gen. Warren, 
responded, and gave the following : 

The Council Fires «/ American ij6sr(!/— Unerring beacons ijl Ihc palh of frecdem, now 

The President then observed that he regretted that the lateness of 
the hour had compelled the several military companies, who composed 
the escort, to withdraw. He ivas, however, glad to see one corps 
remaining, — His Excellency's body guard. He would, therefore, offer 
as the next sentiment : 

8th Regular. The Boston Independent Corfrfs— Although iliabanded by Gov. Gage ii> 
nj4, ou account of their patriotic s«ntimcnls,ihey were reorganiied by the people's govern- 
ment, and have ever since evinced in their history the compatibility of genuine republican 
feeling, with the deference due to the hi^ station of the Executive. 

Col. Thomas C. Amory, commander of the cadets, in responding, 
gave as follows : 

Tlie Day and the Eviat we cefciraie— Glorious in Ihe past, lioiiorcd at the present. May 
the blood of our fathers shed on ihat memorable occasion be Ihc bond and cement of our 
glorious and h^py Union in all time to come. 

9th Regular. The experiment of our RtpuMtc—lr miy mistakes should ever be made in thb 
experiment, may they, like the mistake which has just come out wiih regard to Ihe mummy,' 
rem am undiacovei«il for three thousand years. 

Upon the announcement of the above toast. President Warren va- 
cated the chair, which was taken by H. P. Fairbanks, Esq., first Vice 
President, and several sentiments were announced as the company was 
leaving the hall. 

By the first Vice President : 

Cufi/iirntn— The star of Ihe Pacific— whose briliiancy dazilcs while its cheering light 
warms the heiuts of freemen — leihnically out of ihe Union, yet actually in the constella- 
tion—it has arisen in fiill-orbed splendor, and its course is onward and upward lo glory. 

• Alhiding to an mcident which lately occurred in Boston, at Ihc unrolling of lui Egyptian . 
mummy, which was supposed lo be that of a priestess, but lumcd out lo be of oue of the male 
sei. The lecturer assured Ihe audience that Ihe mistake occurred 3000 years ago, at the 
mummification, aiid was now discovered for Ihc first lime. 
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By E. Fkothingham, Jr., Esq. : 

CoimectiaU — All honor lo Ihe generous piLlrlo4isin that prompled her 10 hasten, when fhe 
hour of trial cBine, to defen J the cause of freedom in Massarhusetls ; Enil all honor lo Ihc 
uoble-hearted and brave Pulnam, l]ie gallant Kno^vllon, and the intrepid Chester, and their 

By H. P. Faiebanks : 

2Se Mayor of Charhelm/O. and ll< 
Alllioufh they have for some time be 

By W. W. Wheildon, Esq. : 

Darnel TVefeWr— TTie early aad fast friend of the Bunker Hill Mcaiumenl Association— 
ontil this day alone its chosen orator — his eloquence will be as enduring as the granite 
column whith it has rendered imperishable. 

The company broke up about a qijarter before seven o'clock, having 
enjoyed themselves. There were about twelve hundred at the dinner. 



During the dinner, the following letters 1 
others, in answer to letters of ii 



Washington, June 5, 1850. 
Mj Dear Sir, — I ha\e the honoi to acknowledge the receipt of 
youri of the 31st ult , enclosmff in imitation to attend tlie celebration 
of the &eventy-fifth anniverviry of the battle of Bunker Hill. I 
should be much giatified to be with you on that occasion and to hear 
the oration of Mr Everett, whom I highly esteem as a statesman and 
a scholai, but I regret thit my jfttci^l duties will deprive me of that 
plea-iuie 

Permit me to return mj sinceie think', for the honor conferred on 
me by the imitation. 

Truly yours, 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 

G. WASHiNG'ro--i Warren, Esq., 
Cbarleslown, Mass. 



Navy Department, June 5th, 1850. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your invitation 
to attend the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the battle 
of Bunker Hill, on the 17th instant. 

Nothing would afford me greater pleasure than to be present on 
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that interesting occasion, but my engagements at Wasliington arc sue 
as to preclude the possibility of my attendance. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. BALLARD PRESTON. 

G, Washinctom WARHEii,Esq., Chalmian 

3, &e., CharleBtown, Wais. 



Washington, June 13lh, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — You cannot doubt tliat it would afTord me the utmost 
pleasure lo be jtt Charlestown, on the 17th instfLnt, to celebrate the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill. 

In addition to the great interest which the occasion itself must natu- 
rally excite, I confess I should bo glad to have an opportunity of say- 
ing some words to so great an assembly of Massachusetts men, as will 
undoubtedly meet together on that day at the foot of the monument. 
Those words would be few ; but they would express what I think to be 
the duty of every Massachusetts man, and every true American, in the 
present crisis of the country ; and they would proceed from a heart, 
fuil of anxiety for tJio future, not the far distant future, but for the im- 
mediate future ; and from a spirit, resolved, in the face of all perils, 
and careless of personal consequences, to make every etfort in my 
power to uphold the Comstitution, as it is, and the Union, as it is ; 
to defend them against all assault, open or covert ; and to exert every 
faculty I possess to persuade all honest and patriotic men, north and 
south, to stand between the assaults of extreme factions, and the con- 
stitution of their country, and stay the plague. 

But, gentlemen, my public duties leave me no option. I must re- 
main here. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your civility and kindness, and remain 
with true regard, Your obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER.- 

G. WASHiBGToN Waekeb, Esq., CliBirmaii, &c. 

Bunker Hill MmaimeBl — May it crumble lo ihc dusi, before it shall look dowa upon a 
coUDliy dishonoted, diEgraced, and rained, by the breaking up, by sacrilegioua hands, of that 
irniof, which has secured its liberty, fostered ils prosperity, and Fpread its glory and renown 
throughout the world- 



Washington, 11th June, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — I have been honored by the invitation of the city of 

Charlestown, and the Bunker Hill Monument Association, to participate 

in the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the battle of 

Bunker Hill, and would with great pleasure avail myself of it, if I 
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could do so consistently with the proper discharge of my public duties. 
The important questions which now engage the attention of the Senate 
of the United States, however, compel me to deny to myself this grat- 
ification. 

I regret this the more, because the moment is propitious to the inter- 
change of those kindly courtesies, which ought to exist between the 
citizens of this great Republic, — and especially because the occasion 
of your assemblage, vividly recalling to recollection the patriotism of 
OUT ancestors, will serve to strengthen the bond which unites us as one 
people, and to increase your devotions to that glorious charter of our 
liberties, which is the fruit of their labors, and our common and price- 
less heritage. Esto perpetua ! 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

JNO. MACPHERSON BERRIEN. 

U. W, Wakjien, Esq., CliairniBii, and W. W. Wheildon, Ksq., 
Secretary, Comnullce Atrangemenls, C. C. and B. H. M. A. 

Washington, 12th June, 1850. 
Hon. G. Washington Warren, Chairman, &c. 

My Dear Sir, — The state of the public business in Congress allows 
me no longer to indulge a hope of being present at the celebration of 
the 17th instant, 

I can only, therefore, express my grateful acknowledgments to the 
city of CharlestowD, and the Bunker Hill Monument Association, for 
their obliging invitation, and offer the subjoined sentiment for their ac- 
ceptance on the occasion. 

I am, with true regard. 

Your friend and servant, 

ROBT. C. WINTHROP. 

Banter HUl and ForidiffiH— The opening alnigglc and Ihc crowning triumph of Ihe same 
great eoniest, for American Liberty. May a common glory in the past, a common prido in 
the present, and a cammon interest in the future, keep them always united under the flag of a 



New York, June 14, 1850. 

Sif , — I have had the honor to receive the card of the city of Charles- 
town and the Bunker Hill Monument Association, enclosed in a kind 
note from yourself, mviting me to be present at the seventy-fifth anni- 
versary of the battle of Bunker Hill. 

I regret, exceedingly, that official engagements will not allow me to 
be absent from my office (here) at the beginning of the next week, as 
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I should be happy to moot the Association, as well as to hear the giftcil 
and accomplished orator who is to deliver the address on that most in- 
teresting occasion. I have the honor to remain, sir, 

With the greatest respect and esteem. 
Your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 



Troy, June 13th, 1850. 
Gentlemen, — On the 10th, I had the honor to receive your invitation 
in behalf of the city of Charleatown, and the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association, to attend, on the 17th instant, the celebration of the sev- 
enty-fifth anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill, 

Although my official duties will not permit me to be present on that 
interesting occasion, I will be with you in spirit. It would indeed give 
me pleasure to mingle with the descendants of those heroes, who, on 
that glorious night, not only sealed with their blood the principles of 
freedom proclaimed by the Pilgrims on the rock of Plymouth, but gave 
the first impetus to the revolution, which resulted so gloriously to the 
human race. It closed with presenting to the world the great mode! of 
public liberty, combined with social enjoyment, which now renders 
more than twenty millions of people prosperous and happy. To those 
patriotic and self-sacrificing heroes, the country, nay, the world, owe a 
debt of gratitude which can never he cancelled. 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

JOHN E. WOOL. 



Washington, June 11, 1850. 
G. Washin&ton Warren, Esq., Chairman. 

Dear Sir, — I thank you and the Committee for your polite invitation 
to be present at the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
battle of Bunker Hill, and very much regret that engagements in this 
city must deprive me of that pleasure. 

It is right that the great events of the Revolution should be duly 
commemorated, and no place and no time can be more fitting than 
those which you have selected, 

In the fathers, wisdom, patriotism and valor achieved our liberties ; 
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through all 
11 and preser 


time, may tlie same wisdom, valor and patriot- 
1 have tlie honor to be. 




Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 




DANIEL P. KING. 



Washington, D. C, June 14fh, 1850. 
Dear Sir, — Yours in behalf of ih Committee of Arrangements, in 
viting me to be present at the celebritmn of the seventy fifth armiver 
sary of the battle of Blinker Hill, is before me Mj engagements here 
will not allow me to participate in the plcisurcs of that inteie^ting oc 
casion. " Bunker Hill !" These words awaken the liveliest emotions 
in the breast of every American citizf n, and suggest a tra n of heart 
stirring reflections. The dramatic chdracter of the contest — the ime 
qual array of force in the contending pirties, — the high motiie^ which 
noi-ved our patriotic sirei to the disphy of such unpiraUeled bravery 
and obstinate resistance, — its effect upon the deteiminition ind hopes 
of the country, — and, aboie all, the glorio is consummation of wh ch 
it was a prelude, all come rushing on the mmd When the mention of 
Bunker Hill shall cease to stir the he-iris of the Amcucan pf opie, they 
will have become unworthy of thi, freedo n which that battle so largeEy 
contributed to secure. Very respectfully yours, 

JAMES H. DUNCAN. 

To Hon. G. Washington W»rbi.:n. 



House of Eephesentatives, i 

Wa^hngt n J ne 13 1850 f 
To G. Washington Wabkek, Esq 

Sir, — If I were to only acknowledge your very k td n\ tat on on 
behalf of the Committee of Arrangements to be present it tl e celebra 
tion, by the city of Charlestown and tl e B nker H il M n iment Asso 
ciation, of the seventy-fSflh anniversary of the bat le of B nker H 11 I 
should prove myself insensible to 1 c 1 r confer ed j. m and 
the merit of the occasion, I beg o ass re yo la nscn b! t 
neither. 

A residence of more than thirty years n 
demeas, has taught me the value of he p 
under the constitution of the United Stat « 
which American governments are reared 
we are all brethren of one conntrj — c ze s 



a te r tory in 1 n 
rso al freedo * 
nnd the fo mdat 


the 1 
e enjoy 


t his Is tl ^ht 
ofo e at on 


e hi 
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ThB sons of Ihe pMriou, „f MaaachusMB m.y „„w be found upon 
every inl.bited part of thi. continent. From Ihe farthe.t West we 
turn our eye. b.ek to Bm,„ Hiii, the Star in tbe Eaat, wliieh „ 
mmd> us of their devotion, and of our duty, to liberty and to Ihi. na 
tion. The monument whieh crowns its summit perpetuates their glory ■ 
and eve^, pure American heart bow. befons it a. the altar of freedom 
ihe House being engaged with the passage of the bill for the ad 
mission of California into the Union, I shall be unable to absent mvseli 
from Its sessions until this question i. disposed of; and a. this cannot 
m all probability, be effected for several day,, I must beg of you to' 
accept this as my apology for declining the honor of your invitation. 
With great respect, 

I have the honor to be. 

Your most obedient servant, 

JAMES DHANE DOTY. 

To the Committee of Charlestown and B. H. M. Association ; 

Gentlemen,-For the honor of your invitation to the celebration of 
the anniversary on the 17lh instant, I am under he.rtfctt obligations to 
you, though my ai health compels mc to decline it. My heart and 
sool will be with you on your file, and my sympathy in all your grati- 
tude for tlie glorious ancestors of '75. 

Bunker Hill battle united all Americans. May it serve to unite them 
forever. Most respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

BosToa, 11th June, 1860. SAMUEL SWETT. 

„ „ ,„ Boston, June 10, 1850. 

lo O. Washibotoh Waiheh, Esq., Chairman of Com,, te. 

Deab Sib,— Since my note accepting your invitation to unite in the 
celebration of tbe 75th anniversary of that memorable day which has 
given the city over which you have the honor to preside, a world-wide 
renown, a dispensation of Providence has called me unexpectedly to a 
distam part of the country, and precludes the hope of my being pros- 
ent on that occasion. 

But I cannot depart without expressing the deep interest I feel, in 
common with other American citizens, in the event whieh you are to 
commemorate ; mi event that opened the bloody drama of the rcvolo. 
lion, which has shaken the thrones of kings, changed the direction of 
human alFairs, and convulsed the world. It was the prelude to the rev- 
olutions which have distinguished the history of modem Europe, mid 
10 
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every succeeding year has carried out its results upon a grander scale 
and to sublime i^ues. 

The scenes acted by our fathers, whom we delight to honor, at Lex- 
ington, Concord, and Bunker Hill, have inspired oppressed millions in 
France, Italy, Germany, and other nations, with a desire to throw off 
the yoke of arbitrary power, 

I rejoice in your proposed celebration, and in all others tending to 
awaken a spirit of patriotism, and to diifuse, wide as the world, a 
knowledge of those deeds of valor, and to perpetuate the memory of 
them to the remotest period of time. 

When I consider the vast resources, the exalted privileges, and the 
high destiny of our country, I desire that we may prove ourselves 
worthy of our honored ancestry, faithful to the American Union, and 
may transmit, unimpaired, to future generations, the inestimable bless- 
ing which we have inherited from them. 

Permit me, dear air, to oifer for the occasion, the following scnti- 

BmJcer Hill— Here liberty laid the corner-store of lier temple, End baptized it with Hit 
blood of her sons. On the walls of that lemple, lei us inscribe, The American Union ; 
and from its lofty dome, may the banner of freedom wave forever. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration. 
Your obedient servant, 

MARSHALL P. WILDER. 



New York, June 15, 1850. 
O. Washington Warhen, Mayor, Charlestown. 

Sir, — I have delayed writing to you in hopes I should be able to 
attend the 75th anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill, on the 17th 
instant. 

Claiming Charlestown as the home of my ancestors since 1660, — 
bom there myself, — although a wanderer since 1819, — I anticipated 
the pleasure of being present with my townsmen (yet strangers to me) 
on that day. But circumstances compel me to be in Washington next 
week. Allow me, therefore, to offer : 

Charlestown — Although a stranger there, my memory ever liovers over the place of my 

I am, sir, with much respect, 

THOMAS 0. LARKIN. 
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Worcester, June 17, 1850. 
Hon. G. Washington Warben, Chairman of Com., &c. 

Dear Sir, — I greatly regret to find myself denied, by the state of 
my health, the gratification which I had anticipated, of attending the 
commemorative celebration of the " Batfle of Bunker Hill," at Charles- 
town, this day ; — but every sentiment of my heart will be with those 
who are engaged in the festival. I pray leave to offer a thought, to 
occupy any vacant moment which may not be more appropriately 
filled : 

niefidwe conflicls and ti-iamplis of o«f coutiinj—Uike llie Battle of Bunker Hill, may 
tliey ever be for freedom and the ri^la of man, and reeeive lire sympathies of humaiHty, ami 
the plaudits of the civiliied world. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, and with a grateful sense of obligation 
for the honor of the invitation by the committee, their and your obe- 
dient servant, 

LEVI LINCOLN. 



[Fro (u rr ore Sicitii Cliel of dc > reau of l)c k an I ^irda Navy Deparinpi ] 

Washini ton, June 15th, 1S50 
(renliLmen, — I have had the honoi to rcceiie youi invitation m 
behalf of the Cimmittee of Arrangements, of the city of Chailestown 
and the Bunker Hill M nument Association, to tttend thf cclrliation 
of the bevtntj fifth annneisary of the battle of Bunker Hill, on thf 
17th mst , and n,gret that my public duties will deprive me of the 
pleasure of being present ind uniting in the ceiemomet, c mtemplated 
on this inl(,rest ng and patnotic occasion 

I am, gentlemen with great respect, 

"iour obedient servant, 

JOSEPH SMITH. 

To Messrs. G. VVashingtoS Wabreb, Chairman, anil Wii. 
W. Wheildon, Secrelary,&c., &c.,ChBrlesioivn, Mass. 



Boston, June 13, 1850. 
To G. Washington Wahren, Esq., Chairman of Com,, &c. 

Sir, — I have received the invitation you have done me the honor to 
send me for the celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
battle of Bunker Hill. It is not probable that I shall be here on that 
day, and if I am, it will be because I am detained by engagements 
that will prevent me from joining in your celebration, — a circumstance 
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which I much regret, as I have always taken a great interest in tlii 
anniversary and always shall. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. TICKNOR. 



The da> was closed by the roaring of artiUery -uid the ringing of 
bells, and duiing the evening bands of music played in thu City square 
and Wmthrop square Business was generally suspended in Charles 
town, and the ^toies of the merchants in Boston were closed, ai were 
also the principal stores on the great thoioughlares 

The day passe 1 off in a highh satisfactory manner, with no acci 
dent, that we could leim, to mar the festiviUes of the occasion, and 
the arrangements reflect credit upon those gentlemen havmg them m 
charge 

In the evening, m various parts of the city of Charlestown, buildings 
were brilliantly illuminated Among the most pjomment of these was 
Wahhen Hall The beautiful arch before Wanen Engine Com 
pany's house, was also illuminated, and presented a fine appearance 
in addition to the inscription mentioned above, were the following — 
"We revere the name of Wairen,"— and "Battle of Bunkei Hiil 
June 17, 1775 " 

There is m the celebration of these patriotic days in Massac iiusetfs, 
—the 19th of Apnl, 17th of June, and 4th of July,— if the people will 
but see It, a higher object than tlie drsne for a mere holiday and fcs 
tival They are not lost eithei upon our own people or the country 
They tend to awaken the dormant patriotism of all those who parttci 
pate in them or read the details of them,— and confirm to the whole 
countrj thp truth of what Gen Ta-^loi has lately sa, | of the ppjple ot 
the good old Bay State " Sir, I love Massachusetts men— they are 
what then fathers were m 1776 They will always suppart the Con 
stitution " The influence of these eel ebrations,— nowhere else so 
common and so gener-jllj participated in as in Massachusetts,— is 
good, and is felt all over the countij, and this influence, it wdl not he 
doubted, was neier more needed than at this time. 

There are other considerations, which, we apprehend, are also much 
unheeded by our active business men ajid others, who give little or no 
thought to the subject, viz., the various productions to which the oc- 
casion gives birth, in calling forth the efforts of some of our ablest 
men. These are of^en of great value, and many of them will be 
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ranked among Iho clmics of our time. We le.,e thh matter to the 
oontemphlion of our readers. The 75th anni,er«,rr of the Battle of 
Bunker Hdl ha, been celebiMed in a becoming manner, aid by a 
great body of people, without violation of law, order, or propriety 
utd ,t will long be remembered as an ooeasion of interest in the his' 
tory of this city and of the Monument Association. 



Charlestowk, June 22, ]850. 
.It a meetmg of the Committee of Arrangements for the oelebra- 
iion of the 17th inst., held this day, it was 

VoUd, That the thanks of the Bunker Hill Monument AsKiciation 
and of the City of Charleslown bo presented by the chairman, to the 
Hon. William Ballard Pristom, Secretary of the Navy for the 
permisBion to use the ship-hoose for the public exercises of the day ■ 
by means of which ooortesy, the largest audience that was probably 
ever assembled in any building in this country, were able to hear the 
eloquem oration there delivered, and to testify their interest in the 
memorable o 



To Com. John Downes and the other officers, and the men con- 
noolod with the Navy Yard, for the very valuable assistance rendered 
by them respectively, in the preparation of the ship-honse for the ac- 
commodation of the immense audience which was assembled on that 

To Gen. Joseph F. Bovo for the very beautiful and appropriate 
manner in which the ship.house was decorated ; 

To Col. Isaac H. Wsight for the very efficient and highly accept- 
able manner in which he performed the duties of Chief Marshal, and 
for the valuable services rendered by bis aids and assistants ; 

To Maj. Gen. Bebjamim F. Edmanos for the highly acceptable 
and successful manner in wliich be organized and took the direction 
of the military escort ; 

To Col. Joseph Andrews and the other field officers under him, 
in command of the military escort, and also to the several volunteer 
corps who joined in the escort, and whose fine soldierJikc appearance 
added much to the eclat of the celebration. 

WM. W. WHEILDON, Secretary. 
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Mij T)i:ri,v -lu.dge: 

For the puhUc,ri,timi, nf fhiR 
Mon-ograph yon. n.rp, as mihch responsible as T am, if 
not more so: and your iiamr niiglii. Ihrrrfore. in arr.om,- 
paiiy fhut of 

Tov.r kln^rmw. "ml friend. 

Fm/I.WCJS ./. PAUKEU. 
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PREFACE. 



NOTWFJ-HSTANDING the several discussions respecting the 
action at Breed's Hill on the 17th of June, 1775 ; its origin, 
conduct, and command ; the contradictory views which have been ' 
and are yet entertained on the subject of the battle, would seem 
to permit, if they do not require, a further statement relating to 
it — particularly as to who was the commander of the Provincial 
forces engaged on that day. And this may appropriately fall" to 
the lot of one whose ancestor was wounded in the battle, and in 
whose family traditions the true story has always been preserved. 

The present writer has seen no account of that action which 
dwelt at all upon what has appeared to him a most important ele- 
ment in considering the question of command, namely : the evident 
unexpectedness on the part of all the American authorities of 
any immediate and serious engagement as the result of Prescott's 
Kxpedition; while it seems almost beyond doubt that Colonel 
Prescott, whatever may have been the original intention of General 
Ward, must have been of necessity left to command in the action ; 
for its occurrence was so entirely unforeseen, and the crisis came 
so suddenly, that, when it came, all the energies of all the author- 
ities were bent upon sending support to the original party; and 
if any thought was given to the fact that the commander of that 
party was not a general officer, it was outweighed by confidence 
ill ColoiiL'l Prescoil, strengthened perhaps by the tiiought which 
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in our day has crystalized into a Presidential proverb about swap- 
ping horses while crossing a stream. 

Whoever writes on this subject will do well to receive with 
caution the opinions or testimony even of eye witnesses who were 
engaged in the controversies of the first quarter of the present 
century, and especially the honestly meant but utterly unreliable 
statement of Colonel Daniel Putnam, in 1825. Convinced that 
the interval of forty or fifty years must dim the memory of the 
soundest mind, even if the cloud which always comes with lapse 
of time is not made thicker by the mists of prejudice or contro- 
versy, 1 have preferred to rest my argument almost esclusively 
upon contemporaneous evidences. The dramatic stories of the 
battle, unheard of until more than a score of years had passed 
away, are piquant additions to the sedateness of history, but hardly 
reliable as authorities. 
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BUNKER'S HILL BATTLE 

AND ITS COMMAND. 



Bv the first of June, 1775, the increasing numbers of the invest- 
ing forces, and their improved organization, had begun to create 
discomfort in Boston. Every avenue except that bj' sea was 
absolutely closed to supplies. Catde, hay and fuel, which the 
British supposed to be safe on the islands in the harbor, had been 
captured or destroyed, and the loss of them was severely felt — 
more severely because of recent additions to the numbers of the 
beleaguered army, requiring an increased supply of food and 
forage. In these affairs about the harbor several spirited skir- 
mishes had occurred between the belligerents, and the result of 
them had been to give the Americans confidence in themselves, 
and to make the royalists more uneasy under their restriction. 
The British had therefore determined to occupy the Charlestown 
peninsula, which could easily be defended by works at the Neck, 
and the possession of which would give them considerable grass 
and pasture, and afford them anotlier opportunity of sallying out 
by land. 

Meantime the Committee of Safety, the Executive of Massa- 
chusetts, was earnestly pressing for a more vigorous prosecution 
of the siege, (i.) without much consideration of the lack of disci- 
pline or organization in their army, or the scantiness of the supply 
of ammunition; and, incited by the reported intention of General 
Gage to occupy Bunker's Hill, they urged General Ward — the 
commander of their own and the New Hampshire forces— to 

1. JoarnaJs at ProyJftcial CoDgtess, pp. 64:3, 546, 564, Gov. Brooks, 
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"l^ .iess" and occii|jy il himself, (t.) It was a wise thing to do: 
for a.,ilrong work on the highest point of the ptiiiiisula would 
give the Americans such a foothold there as would not otiiy bar the 
Neck to the passage of the British, but would also enable the besie- 
gers at a future time to make such siege approaches to Boston as 
would render its continued occupation by the enemy dangerous, if 
not impossible. It was a pretty safe thing to do : for the summit 
of the hill was remote from the battery on Copp's Hill, and from 
the deep water required to ftoat the men-of-war ; and it was too 
high to permit of such elevation of guns from the floating batter- 
ies as would seriously endanger the work or its defenders, while 
the formation of the ground was such as to make it easily defensi- 
ble against any land attack. 

The council of war which was assembled (June 15) to act 
upon the recommendation of the Committee of Safety, resulted in 
the order for the parade of Frye's, Prescott's and Bridge's regi- 
ments, at six o'clock the same evening, "with ail the intrenching 
tools in this encampment." (3.) From these three regiments a 
thousand men were detached, to be commanded by Colonel Pres- 
cott, who had orders in writing from Genera! Ward to proceed that 
evening to Bunker's Hill, build fortifications to be planned by Colo- 
nel Richard Gridley, the chief engineer, and defend them until he 
should be relieved. (3.) This order did not contemplate a battle, 
nor did the supply of ammunition or rations indicate any intention 
beyond what appeared on the face of the order, namely : the 
outfit and defence of a working party, which within twenty-four 
hours was to be relieved by a garrison detachment. (4.) The 

1. Letter of Sauiiiel (iniy to Mr. Djer, July 13, 1776. "' On Friday n rKfu- 
lutioii was smldeiily taken to liitreiioli tlie night tollu\viii«. " 

Narrative of die Committee of 8afetj', July 25, 1775. 

MasaaohuKetiK Proviiiolal Cunf^'ess to OontineutHl (:ungi<ess. Amuricau 
Archives. Coiiimittee i)f Safety, JaTic 13, " HcBolved nnaninioiisly that it be 
fecomuieiideii to.tlm Couuoil of War tliat the above-itieiitioneil Bunker's Hill 
be lUMnti^ued by sulHoiant fovou lieiii>: iKwted tliei-e," Sat., Sa^.—Jnimwlor 
Prwincial Conyreas, p. 569. 

a Femio'a Orderly Book, Juue Ki, 

•(. Judge Preseott's Memoirs. 

4. Hon. Will, I'resciOtt'sMs., i|iLOt«d in Mutier's (-iioton, &c,, \>. Xh, -.\s>. 
the oiilnr oiW^iid to i'lTscolt ^|.:lU■ll "that tl.c iwirty «hoiild lu- n-lk-Nrd tiir i.,.x( 
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number of men assigned to the duty was sufficient to do ''ork, 

and no more than sufficient, and was probably determiiiLu by the 
limited supply of intrenching tools. 

Colonel Prescott was no doubt selected to command the expe- 
dition as being one who favored it in the council, who was 
mature in years and judgment, and who, in the campaign at 
Cape Breton, had proved himself to be not only courageous but 
cautious. Military ideas then-a-days were crude among the Pro- 
vincials, although they would seem to have been less dim upon 
the subject of precedence in rank and command than in due 
deference to orders. Instead of detailing three of the oldest 
Massachusetts regiments entire, in which case Colonel Frye would 
seem to have been by some six days the ranking officer, (i.) a 
detachment comprising the bulk of each battalion (and apparsntly 
every field officer except Colonel Frye) was ordered to report to 
Colonel Prescott. The attack of gout which afflicted Colonel 
Frye may have been a military " indisposition " apropos to the del- 
icate overslaugh, but it is to his credit that, if so, it did not 
prevent his joining and acting with his regiment, under Prescott, 
when he found the next day that the detail for fatigue duty was 
likely to become a fighting brigade. 

One or two hundred men of the Connecticut line accompanied 
the party, and served with it, (2.) no doubt by order of General 
Putnam, who was the only officer competent to make the detail 
in the absence of General Spencer, the senior Brigadier from 
Connecticut, whose station was near Roxbury ; and the coopera- 
tion of this body was the only excuse for the presence of CSeneral 
Putnam with the party at any time. 

These 1200 men composed the expedition, which, led by Col. 
Prescott, left Cambridge in the evening of the i6th, marched over 

inoruiug;" also, that in tlic muriiiiig the uflioecB urged ColonBl Pceecott to semi 
to headiniiirtei's to i^aqiieat t]i« cmnmander "to relieve them according to his 
angagemeiit, h« they had brought uo provisioiw for a longer time, Hnd had 
worked all iiiyhi. This lir mfiiaed." ' * * 

1. ['>>«■« if^-iniiiiit viM wMiiiriisHioiK!.! May -Jl, 177.I; Pi-esmttV, Slav 2t!; 
BridgHH, May 27. —Jmiviwl i,f I'mrmrluf. '■niif/resf. 

Z C»i.eaiii OlieKt.T'»lp(,tei-, 
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Charlestown Neck, and hailed on the farther side. There the 
order was communicated. Its terms were clear and explicit, to 
proceed to Bunker's Hill and build fortifications. The ground had 
been reconnoitred a month before, by a joint Committee of the 
civil and military authorities of the Province, who recommended 
the construction of a strong redoubt on Bunker's Hill, with cannon 
planted there for the purpose of preventing any sally of the British 
in that quarter, (i.) The name described a specific locality, 
already occupied by the Provincial pickets — and hence the recom- 
mendation of the Committee of Safety, upon which the command- 
ing General acted, spoke of Bunker's Hill as a position to be 
"kept," "defended," "maintainedi" while of Dorchester Hill, 
which was not within their lines, the same paper advised that 
possession be "secured." (2.) 

After the action, the same Committee describes the field of 
battle, and the site of the redoubt, as Breed's Hill, and says it was 
chosen by some mistake. (3.) It was no mistake of the Com- 
mittee — they recognized Bunker's Hill as "a promontory (?) just 
at the entrance of the peninsula at Charlestown," and say that 
it was determined, with the advice of this Committee, to send a 
party to fortify " the said hill." They quote the order given as 
one " t3 intrench upon that hill," and distinctly declare the fortifica- 
tion of Breed b to have occurred by some mistake. It was not the 
mistake of General Ward, who by written orders defined the place 
as Bunker s HiII. It was probably no mistake of Colonel Pres- 
cott, who halted at the foot of Bunker's, read his orders and acted 
upon them He detached there Captain Nutting, with some sixty 
men to picket Charlestown and the shore opposite Copp's Hill ; 
(4") and while they took the lower and direct route to theij 
stations Prescott, with the main body, ascended the slope of 
Bunker s Hill to its summit, the place where the redoubt should 
have been built. Here they were joined by the engineer. Colonel 

1 Eecordg of Provinoial Coi^ress. 

2 EeoordB of Provincial Congress. 

3 Nirrative of Committee of Safety. 

4 Al>el Parker's Stutement in "Yankee" newspaper, ISIS. He iva-s :i 
solberm Nuttings noiupany. 
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Gridley, by General Putnam, and possibly by another General, 
(i.) and here for a time the officer to whom the command had 
been entrusted debated with several others as to the execution of 
written orders from his and their superior. 

When an officer is directed to fortify a hill, it means that his 
fortification is to include the summit of that hili, Prescott knew 
this, for under the orders he marched to the proper point, and 
apparently but for officious interference would have built his 
redoubt on Bunker's Hill. If he had originally intended to go on 
to Breed's Hill, he would not have detached Nutting at the Neck, 
nor would he have marched over the summit ; but would for nearly 
a mile have followed the easier route which Nutting did follow, 
and would have diverged from it at a point nearer to his desttna' 
tion. Whether it was by error in judgment, or by intentional 
deviation, that the site of fortification was fised at a lower level 
and nearer to Boston than the orders prescribed, the result was to 
change the whole character of the expedition. It was no longer 
a mere advance of the line of the i n trench men ts, or the fortifica- 
tion of a picket-post upon the existing line, but the construction 
of a detached work midway between the two armies, difficult of 
support or defence, and such a menace to the British army in 
Boston as to make the immediate capture of the works on their 
part a duty and a necessity, (z.) 

It is impossible carefully to read the story of this 17th day of 
June, as told by documents and witnesses of the time, without reach- 
ing the conviction that a serious engagement was neither intended 
nor expected, as the result of the intrenching expedition. General 
Ward, the chief military officer, and General Warren, the Presi- 



1. Gry'a latter. It would be difficult to name auy general eseept Putnam 
who would be likely to be there. It oertaiuly was not Wai^d. Thomas Heath 
and Spencer, were at Bosbury. Wan'en passed tha night at Watertown 
I'^olsum was absent. Pomeroy was no meddler. 
^ 2. Lientenant CIarka'8 pamphlet [quoted in a note, p. 168, Siege of Boston,) 
stttteB aiat It was m consequence of the firing of cannon from the fort that Gaee 
determined to attack the redoubt. Pater Bro^ra (1775), reflecting pathaas a 



brought there to be .■ilaiti." 
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dent of the Provincial Congress, were opposed to any movement 
likely lo bring on a general engagement, (as well Lhey might be, 
knowing that their magazine contained less than 1500 lbs. of 
powder,) (i.) and the carefully worded and written order of the 
General limited the objective to such an advance of the trenches 
as would effect precisely what was desired by the Committee of 
Safety, namely: preventing a sally in that quarter, and yet which 
would not encourage, much less invite or compel, an immediate 
attack on the part of the enemy. No general of Ward's acknowl- 
edged prudence would have sent out a party, intending that they 
should labor all night and fight a pitched battle the next day, with- 
out support. Yet neither Ward nor Putnam made any seasonable 
provision for reinforcements, except for a company of artillery to 
arm and man the fort. The orderly books show no provision for 
moving other troops. Stark was obliged, on the 17th, after receiv- 
ing his orders, to lose two or three hours in providing and preparing 
ammunition, before he could move his regiment to Prescotl's 
support; and he went into the fight with only fifteen rounds of 
ammunition. (2.) Captain Chester, of the Connecticut line, '*was 
walking out from his lodgings just after dinner, (3.) quite calm and 
composed, and all at once the drums beat to arms and bells 
rang," and Captain Putnam rode by at full gallop, bearing his 
father's orders to march immediately to Bunker's Hill to oppose 
the enemy; and these Connecticut troops. General Putnam's 
own command, arrived only near the close of the battle, fully 
three, hours later. Of course if an action had been anticipated, 
both Ward and Putnam would have had reinforcing parties ready 
organized, armed, equipped and supplied, at an early hour of the 
morning. The first detachment of 200 men from Stark was prob- 

1. Committee of Snpplies to Committee of Safety, June 1 1775 — We 
are Benaibly couoetnad for the expenditure of powder; and is any great con 
sumption by cannon may be rnjnous on our side, we think it proper b nfon 
you that, exclusive of 3fi half barrels received f coni the Goi en or and Co 1 ci! 
of Conneolaeut [reserved fbr ConueclJcut army], there is only '^ half barrel 
the nu^aaioe." —Journal of iVoufntn'o/ Cong^-ess, p. 570. 

2. General Dearborn's statement, I81R. Authorities of this date must be 
received with caution. 

3. Probably between one and tuo oVioiik. The regulars weiv then landing. 
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ably inleiKled as the promised relief for I'rcscotl, :ind the garri.son 
of his fort, then sup]josed (o be on Hunker's Hiil. 

It may well be doubted whether Gen. Ward realized the extent 
of Prescott's variation from his orders, until Maj. Brooks reached 
him, at or near lo o'clock, on the 17th ; until which time, at least, 
he considered it more probable that tlie attack would be made 
upon his own unfortified position, at Cambridge. Then he saw 
the gravity of the situation, and hurried forward Stark with the 
remainder of his regiment ; (i.) and, as the intentions of the enemy 
developed, he ordered on all of his disposable force, assembling 
them by beat of drums and ringing of bells, as if it were a case 
of unforeseen attack. 

These troops, unbrigaded, but half equipped and not half 
supplied with ammunition, were with much delay pushed forward 
in the direction of Charlestown. Stark, with his command, and 
Reed's (N. H.), which was stationed at the Neck, arrived in good 
order and did good service ; but, what with the haste and con- 
fusion of the march, the effect of mid-day heat on raw troops so 
circumstanced, and the raking fire at the Neck from the floating 
batteries, it is clear that but a small portion of the intended 
reinforcement actually reached the front, and the few who, after 
the arrival of the New Hampshire troops, actually came to the 
lines, did so in straggling parties and fell into the ranks with those 
who were already in position behind the defences, (a.) With 
them came Warren, Pomeroy and Frye, to serve as volunteers, 
neither of them claiming authority. The enemy were advancing on 

1. Colonel Stark to Matthew Thornton, June i!), ma- '■ Upon whioh 
[morning attack by shipping] I was requLred bj the General to seud a party, 
eonaistJng of 200 men with officers, to their assistance; which order 1 readily 
obeyed, aud appointed and sent [Lieut.] Colonel Wyman oonimander of the 
aanie. And about 2 o'clock in tlie afternoon, eipresa orders came for the whole 
of my regiment to proceed to Charlestown, to oppose the enemy who were 
landing on Charlestown Point Accordingly we proceeded, and the battle soon 
eaaieoD." — Frmiinciat Papers, N.H., Vol. VII. p. 522. 

2. Captam Chester's letter, 1775, "When we arrived there was not a 
company with us in any kind of order, although when we first set out, perhaps 
three regiments were by onr side." 

Peter Brown's letter, 1775, estimates reinforcements at 600 In all. William 
Tuilor statPK entire Fn)vinci,U foire at SOU. lihinjiton's Gazette saj s 750 to M50. 
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the works ; the evident duty of all was to repulse them, and the 
first need was to inspire the troops with confidence to meet the 
assault. Generals and Colonels, as well as their subalterns, vied 
with each other in doing and saying what would encourage the 
men to stand firm, and for the time thought of no other duty or 
privilege as attached to their rank. 

At the time the British troops landed, the Provincial defences 
consisted only of tiie redoubt and the flanking earthwork on its 
left, and the whole of the American force was the original com- 
mand of Colonel Prescott, minus the number of those who, weary, 
hungry or frightened, had straggled to the rear, and plus Captain 
Gridley's section of artillery, and possibly the 200 men of Stark's 
regiment, under Lieut. Colonel Wyman. 

To prevent the flanking of the works. Colonel Prescott took 
the only possible course, namely : the detachment of flanking 
parties from his own force. He sent the artillery, and the Con- 
necticut men under Knowlton, to operate on Howe's right, and 
Lieut. Colonel Robinson and Major Wood to operate on the 
enemy's left. The latter probably occupied the houses in Charles- 
town, causing such loss to General Pigot as to seriously embarrass 
his advance, and to justify the burning of the town. 

Just as Knowlton and Gridley issued from the fort, Stark, with 
his two New Hampshire regiments, came to the summit of Bunker's 
Hill. From that position Stark could see the British landing and 
forming at Moulton's Point to the left, the little group of Prescott's 
works on Breed's Hill, and the detachments issuing from it to the 
right and left. He could see that the great danger was that the 
British might get into Prescott's rear by way of his left flank. 
The attack seemed imminent, and he took in with the instinct of a 
natural soldier the whole situation, and briefly addressing his men, 
led them with cheers by a rapid movement down to the foot of 
Bunker's Hill, and there, in a few minutes, extemporized from two 
fences and the fresh mown grass an effective defence. Knowllon, 
seeing this movement, imitated it on Stark's right in such a man- 
ner as to form a nearly connected line from the redoubt to the 
Mystic river. Knowlton, however, appears to have had no grass 
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at hand, but he had the advantage of a iialural ditch, (i.) TJit; 
defences, such as they were, could hardly have been completed 
when the British made their attack. 

There is no proof, and it is not probable that this formation 
was effected by order of Putnam, or of Prescott. Its origin was 
in the soldierly instinct of Stark, and it accomplished such pro- 
lection of the left flank as Prescott had proposed to accomplish 
■when he sent out Knowlton and Gridley,— and a better protection. 

To estimate all this properly there must be kept in mind the 
imminence of the battle, the shortness of time, the excitement of 
the action, and the confusion of the succeeding retreat. At such 
limes, and under such circumstances, minutes seem like hours, and 
hours like minutes, and there are few men who can correctly relate 
their own doings, and yet fewer who can describe what occurred 
about them. 

It is worthy of note, that such works as were that day con- 
structed on Breed's Hill, have been found to be the most practically 
effective defences in modern warfare. 

Colonel Prescott, who commanded the original party, and 
whose men had built the earthworks, naturally continued to 
exercise immediate command over all the men at that, the most 
important point. Colonel Stark, whose men had extemporized 
the defences on the extreme left, as naturally commanded all who 
were there. Captain Knowlton, who with the Connecticut men 
finally took position between Prescott and Stark, (2.) may very 
probably have deferred to General Putnam, who was his regi- 
mental commander. Each of these officers — Prescott, Stark and 
Knowlton — recognized the fact that his was part of a general 
line, and each did what he could to support those on his flanks ■ 
and, after the action began, there was no occasion to give orders 
for changing the general disposition. 

By order of Major-General Ward, Colonel Prescott was origi- 

1. Chester's letter describes Knowlton's barricade quite particularly. He 
does not speak of hay, but menttoiis the stone wall and the natural ditch, 
neither of which is described by those in the New Hampshire line. 

2. cutter's letter. " We joine-i our .irmy | ? (Joun. ai-uiy) ou the right „r 
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nally assigned to the comiiiancl, and no oiiler was issued to 
supersede him. If there had been supersession, it must have 
been by right of ranlt, such as Prescott acknowledged when he 
saluted Warren as his general ; but Putnam had no rank in the 
army of Massachusetts, and could not command Massachusetts 
troops on Massachusetts soil, except by virtue of a positive order 
from the Commanding General of Massachusetts, if indeed he 
could even in that case. 

Colonel Prescott led the column to Charlestown, and directed 
the men engaged in constructing the earthworks. He detached 
pickets, composed in part of Connecticut troops, visited them 
personally during the night, and recalled them in the morning. 
When the British were landing, he ordered Captain Gridley with 
his battery to go out and oppose them, and Captain Knowlton 
with the Connecticut men to support Gridley. (i.) He also sent 
Colonel Robinson and Major Wood to operate on the left of Pigot 
as he advanced, and thus actually exercised the attributes of chief 
commander night and day, not only in the redoubt, but outside, 
and over the whole front of the Provincial lines. When he desired 
to communicate with his commanding general, and to obtain men 
and supplies, he sent Major Brooks on foot lo General Ward at 
Cambridge, (a.) which he would not have done had there been 
any intermediate commander; and Brooks carried the message 
through to Ward, although he met General Putnam on the way. 

When General Warren appeared near the redoubt, " in the 
time of action," Prescott offered to surrender the command to 
him, — an offer which he had no power to make if I'utnam was 
his commander ; and the reply of General Warren, who was not 
only the ranking oflicer on the field, but was also the President of 
Congress and a member of the Executive body of the Province, 
was explicit and distinct: "The command is yours," (3.} 

1, Oiiloiiel PnBUoM's lettei'. lUn, to John AiliiiiL", Cliestt^r's letter. 

•i. Giivflinor Brooks' stiitemant. 

:;. "Ill the time iif aotloii, Odoual PrewiOtt, obaerviiig that the brave 
General Waci'eir w»m iiBai the works, he immediatelj' ctaiiped up to him aiid 
aaked him if he liad any orders to giveliiir. The General replied that he hail 
none, that he e; 
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Of those to whom the honor of the command has been 
ascribed, Prescott and he only was present from the first step of 
the march to the last gun of the battle. The engineer, worn out 
forsook him— one regimental commander wounded, and one sick, 
could render him but little service, and the most of their men, 
exhausted with labor and fasting, had deserted the party — but 
upon Prescott was the burden of command. For him to falter, 
was defeat and disgrace to the patriot cause. As his subalterns 
succumbed to adverse circumstances, his zeal and confidence 
increased and strengthened. He would not ask for the promised 
relief, but only for food and reinforcement. When his raw soldiers 
hesitated in their work, under the fire of the British artillery, he 
mounted the earthwork, and, all exposed from head to foot, paced 
the parapet, and quietly continued his supervision of their work. 
The Americans who fought outside of the redoubt, fought in aid 
of and subsidiary to the defence of the fort where Prescott had 

stationed himself; and when he gave the order to retreat an 

order which the Committee of Safety expressly state was given 
by " the Commander of the party," the battle was decided, and by 
that order its issue was declared. Upon leaving the peninsula, 
Colonel Prescott at once repaired to Cambridge and reported to 
General Ward, (i.) as a commanding officer should report to his 
immediate superior, and asked of him a new command of fresh 
men, proposing with them to retake Bunker's Hill, and to fortify 
and hold it as General Ward had originally directed him to do. 

The result of the action was the defeat of the Provincials. 
Instead of converting their advanced picket at Bunker's Hill into 
a fortified post, and thus getting absolute control of that outlet 
from Boston— which was the object and intent of the expedition,— 
the Americans had been driven from Ihe position which they forti- 

1. "On his return to Cambridge he irn mediately repaired to headcjmirters, 
where he foimd the commander in chief iu great distress, apprehensive that the 
enemy, encouraged hy their success, might advanoe on Camhridge and attempt 
to penetrate into the oonnti'y. Colonel Prescott assnied him that the enemy's 
oonlidencB would not be increased by the result of the action, and offered to 
retflJte the heights that n%ht or perish in the attempt, if the commander in chief 
would give him three regiments, with bayonets and sufficient ammanition." 

— Histoiy of flrnfm^ p. ,138. 
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fiecl and had lost the wholii peninsula. In the days immediately 
following that of the battle, certainly, and probably for many 
months thereafter, the Provincial authorities were inclined to speak 
in apologetic terms of the action. The Committee of Safety 
evidently ascribed the defeat to tiie mistake in proceeding beyond 
their lines to Breed's Hill, (i.) Mr, David Cheever ascribes it 
to the want of supplies and the shortness of time; (z.) and tlie 
recriminations among the officers found vent in courts of enquiry 
and courts-martial. When Colonel Prescott, in August, wrote an 
account of the battle, in a letter to John Adams, he takes occasion 
to say that he was ordered to intrench on Breed's Hill, and speaks 
in tones of complaint of the weakness of his subalterns, but he 
does not shirk the responsibility of the command. 

Colonel Scamman testified that no general officer commanded 
on Bunker's Hill. John Pitts, a member of the Provincial Con- 
gress, wfote to Samuel Adams, within six weeks of the date of the 
battle, that no one appeared to have any command but Colonel 
Prescott, Peter Thacher, who drafted for the Committee of Safety 
the official narrative of the battle, expressly declares that Prescott 
commanded the Provincials ; (3.) and General Ward, whose 
testimony alone ought to be conclusive, wrote to John Adams, 
October, 30th, 1775, " I think there has been no one action with 
the enemy which has not been conducted by an officer of this 
colony (Massachusetts), except that at Chelsea, which was con- 
ducted by General Putnam." At which last, by the way. Dr. 
Warren, the President of the Provincial Congress, was also present 
in person, and Putnam may therefore have been acting by special 
delegation from the civil authority. 

General Putnam appears to have been a nervously active man, 
with plenty of personal courage, — one to whom constant motion 
was almost a necessity, and whose self-confidence inclined him to 



1. Letter of ProviiiciaJ Congress t 
closes, "If any error wai committed on t 
exposed." 

2. Bavid Cheever to New Hauipshire Congress: "New Eiifflanil force 
nnprovided, by the shortness of time, for sncli .in attack." 

3. Cited ill "Siega of Boston," fniiii Ms. in i>ossesti()ii ol An.. ; 
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meddle with whatever was afoot in the army, — but of little 
military skill. If, as is very likely, it was his urgent advice that 
induced Prescott to deviate from his orders, he must have felt a 
peculiar responsibility for the result, and he evidently did what 
he could to rectify the error ; but it was loo late. He was very 
earnest in his applications to officers and men to move the 
intrenching tools back to Bunker's Hill; (i.) and he made great 
exertions, not only to reinforce or otherwise assist the battle-line, 
but also to get the men, as th'ey straggled by from front and rear, 
to work upon a redoubt at the summit of the hill. Notliing more 
clearly demonstrates the fact that he was not on duty on his rank 
than the small measure of success that attended his elibrts. One 
of the few, if not the only one of the officers who was mounted, 
he was for that reason able to pass frequently from front to rear ; 
and did so, going back two or three times as far as Cambridge. 
A general commanding a detached party, especially on the 
eve of battle, does not abandon the field, personally to ask for 
reinforcements, or hasten forward supplies, or to give orders for 
turning out troops not included in the detatchment : as General 
Putnam is said to have done. (2.) Colonel Putnam's account in 
1825 (not very good authority), states that General Putnam was at 
Cambridge when the cannonade began (about sunrise) ; Major 
Brooks saw htm between nine and ten, riding from Cambridge 
toward Charlestown ; and again between one and t^vo, while the 
British were actually crossing. Captain Trevett saw him going to 
and returning from Cambridge. 

As a mounted officer and one whose person and rank were 
well known, he would be and was asked by new-comers as to the 
direction to be taken by them. But, excepting as any unattached 
officer might and naturally would, in time of battle, give orders to 
further the purposes of the action, it does not appear that he 

]. Heath's Memoirs, 179S. Dr. Kittredge's letter, 1818. 

3. Col. Diiiiel Putnam's letter, IS'lo. Captain Trerett, 1818. Govemar 
Brooks' stateHiaut Kev. Ezra Stiles Diary, 17T5, qnotod in " Siege of Boston." 
" Putnam was not on Bnnlter's Hill at the iMginning, but soon rapairea tliitliei-, 
and was in the lieit of the action till towards night, when lie went away to 
fetcli reiatorcements, and beforci hfi oonld return our men began to cetreal. " 
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assumed any command beyond the men of his own regiment and 
province. If he did, he was not obeyed. 

The news of the battle of Bunker's Hill reached the Conectl- 
cut Committee of Safety on the i8th of June, at lo o'clock in the 
evening. On the 19th the Committee advised the Governor to 
give orders to the officers and soldiers of ConnecLicut to yield 
obedience lo the general commanding officer of the troops of 
Massachusetts, while acting in that province ; and on the aoth 
such orders were issued, (i.) This action, by its date and its 
precipitancy would seem to be suggestive of some serious and 
recent exper e ce of confl ct ng authority in Massachusetts, and 
to make t absol telj certa tl at previous to that time, although 
Genera] V\ ard n ght as a n after of courtesy between allies invite 
Putnam to 1 s cou c 1 of ar he could not command him or his 
troops ; a 1 1 o vever elcon e ight be his presence on any field 
of action, there was certainly too much intercolonial jealousy (a.) 
to make it prudent, perhaps even possible, to place him in impor- 
tant command over the best regiments of Massachusetts, much 
less to supersede by such an appointment a trusted and veteran 
officer of the Province. 

Happily, on the very day of the battle. Congress commissioned 
a commander over the troops of all the Provinces ; and the roar 
o£ the conflict on that hillside was the grand salute in honor of 
the General in- Chief of the Army o£ Independence. But while 
we yet linger among the centennial anniversaries of the Provincial 
uprisings, let us carefully do justice to the heroes of those earher 
days ; and it is claimed that history, carefully examined, establishes 
the following points: 

First. That the occurrence of the action on the peninsula of 
Charlestown was an unexpected event, and one for which no real 
provision had been made. 

Second. That the cause of the action was in the deviation from 
Ward's orders to Prescott, and in selecting a position " too much 
exposed." 

Third. That after the " mistake " had been made, and when 
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a battle became inevitable, Colonel Prescott was reinforced, but 
never superseded. 

Fourth. That General Putnam, owing no obedience to the 
commanding general, and having no claim to rank in tJie Massa- 
chusetts army, could not have commanded Massachusetts soldiers 
on Massachusetts soil. 

Fifth. That Colonel Prescott, who commanded at the redoubt 
the key of the position, to obtain or retain possession of which 
was the sole object of the battle, was the superior military com- 
mander in the action. 



NOTE. 

Tliore has been a single attempt to prove Putnam commanding witiiin tlie 
redoulit. It orisinated in a story purpoctji.g to liave been tflld by Colonel Small 
who commanded a detachment of Marines in tlie battle, and who is reported to 
have said that when the British troops advanced the second titne to the attack 
on tlie redoubt, he, with other officers, was in front of the line to encourage the 
men; that when very near the works there came an irregular Are which was 
cruelly fatal; the troops fell back -he looked to the right and left, and saw not 
one olBcec standing — glanced his eye to the enemy and saw seTeral joun" men 
lereUing Iheir pieces at him, and considered himself gone. " At that moment 
my old friend Putnam roshed forward, and striking up the mmzles of their 
pieces with his sword, cried out, 'For God's sake, my bids, don't fire at that 
man! I love him as I do ray brother!' He was obeyed ; I bowed, thanked him 
and walked away nnmolested.'' 
The story fails as proof— 

Fim. Becaase the langw^e used by Putnam is that of supplication-of 
entreaty — not of command. 

Second. There is nothing else in aU the various accounts of the battle 
leading to a snppositlon that Putnam was within the redoubt during the time of 
the battle. It can hardly be supposed that Putnam was there merely for the 
purp,»e of saving SmaU, yet he is not shown by any one to have done anythii," 
else there. = 

ThirA. The tale is so utteriy incredible that it carries on its face SXa own 
refutation. The ■' several young men '■ would hardly have been long enough in 
tahins sight at an object so near (even if it was Small) to give time for any one 
to knock up their guns; and there mast have been several other yomi° men 
there, out of the reach of Putnam's sword, who did not love SniaU. 

The story presenla a fine stage scene, but the Provincials in that action 
were "tembly in earnest," and were rehearsing no drama. It may do to " tell 
to the marines," of which force Colonel Sniali most have been an honored com- 
mander, but it is not of such stuff that history is made. 
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